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North, South Korea

talks break down

By CHARLES HUTZLER
BELJING (AP) — Talks between
North and South Korea stalled on
Tuesday over North Korean de-
mands for fetilizer and its refusal to
give South Korea a timeable for
family reunions.

‘The talks, which began Sawrday,
were the first government-to-gov-

good faith. ap

ernment contact in four years be-
tween North and South.

The twosides never signed a peace
treaty after the 1950-53 Korean War
and have little contact since the war
ended.

North Korea, in its third year of
famine, wants fertilizer from South
Korea to increase agricultural pro-

Members of the South Korean delegat/on walk out ofa Be///ng hotel
after talks with their North Korean counterparts stalled Tuesday over
North Korea's insistence that the South prowde fertiliser as a sign of

duction.

South Korea wants Pyongyang

to agree to reunite families

thewar,exchangeenvoysandreac-
tivate a liaison office in the border

village of Panmunjom.,

The talks stalled afteratwo-hour |

meeting Tuesday morning,

ther side was calling them off yet.
The South Korean negotiators
said they would stay in Beijing for

two more days.

TheNorthKoreandelegationsaid
it would contact Pyongyang.

North Korean lead negotiator
Chun Kum Chul said North Korea
was in urgent need of fertilizer and
asked South Korea to begin deliv-
ery of 500,000 tons. South Korea
offered only 200,000 tons.

" . The South Korean delegation
leader, Deputy Unification Minis-
ter Jeong Se-hyun, said South Ko-
rea wanted a timetable for setting
up a reunion and mail exchange

center in Panmunjom.

split by

butnei-

Continued on p‘age 20

Cuban President Fidel Castro, left, salutes as the President of Cape
.Verde Antonio Manuel Mascarenha, center reviews an honor guard
during a welcoming ceremony in Havana Tuesday. AP
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Clinton names his
new budget chief

By Alan Fram
WASHINGTON(AP)—President
Clintonchose alongtime White House

and congressional aide Tuesday to
lead his budget office after Franklin
Raines announced he was leaving to
head Fannie Mae, the huge home
mortgage company.

JackLew,42,nowRaines’ deputy,
isexpected to have little trouble win-
ning Senate confirmation to replace
Raines, who leaves May 20. Lew’s
five years at the White House in-
cluded a role in talks that produced
last summer’s budget-balancing déal
with Republicans.

He also worked 14 years for con-
gressional Democrats, including a
stint as a top adviser to the late House
Speaker Thomas “Tip” O’Neill Jr.,
D-Mass.

Ratnes, whose father was a Seattle
Park Department laborer and whose
mother was a Boeing Corp. mainte-
nance worker, willbecome chairman
and chief executive officer of Fannie
Mae. Raines wasthe company’s vice
chairman when he was picked to be
director of Clinton’s Office of Man-
agement and Budget. Fannie Mae is
thecountry’sbiggestsource of money
for home mortgages, providing hun-
dreds of billions of dollars for low-
and middle-income people to buy
homes.

“*Accepting thisonce-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, here in Washington,
D.C., is the right thing to do for me
and my family,” Raines, 49, wrote in
his resignation letter to Clinton,

‘ThoughFannic Mae spokeswoman
Janice Daue said Raines’ compensa-
tion had not yet been determined, she
said the man he will replice — James
A. Johnson — earned about $7 mil-

hion last year. Raines reported muk-

ing $5.8 million in 1996 as the
company s vice chairman. Asbudget
director, he eamed $151,800 annu-
ally.
Raines will join Fannie Mzie s boand
of directors on May 21 and become
Continued on page 20
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Transfer leniency hailed

By Aidwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN Chamber of Com-
merce yesterday welcomed a pro-
posal from the Senate leadership

" to install more leniency on the

new law allowing the transfer of
nonresident workers from their
original employer to another.

“Thatis a very good idea espe-
cially with the freeze hiring law
already in place,” Joe C. Ayuyu
said, referring to Senate President
Paul Manglona’s suggestion to
allow guest workers to transfer
even without the consent of their
original employers.

Manglona said the ability of the
alien workers to transfer is con-
sidered a human rights issue in
Washington which should also be
addressed by the Commonwealth.

He was proposing that alien
workers should be allowed 1o
transferto anothercompany with-
out secking permission from his

Joe C. Ayuyu

or her original employer but only
after an employee has completed
atleast six months during the first
contract,

This. the senator said, would
balance the interests of the em-
ployers who have incurred ex-
penses in bringing in alien work-
ers.

Ayuyu, at the same time, said
the proposul would address the

issues confronting nonresident
workers like nonpayment ol sala-
rics or inhumane living condi-
tions at the barracks.

“They will have the access to
move from one employer o an-
other if they feel they have al-
ready being exploited or if they
are having problems with their
present job,” he stressed.

But Ayuyu said capping the .

number of workers in the CNMI
and sctting up measures (0 permit
alien workers to move in to an-
other company will not address
the concerns raised by the federal
government.

He said the measures being in-
stalled by bothr the legislative and
executive branches of the CNMI
government could only be accept-
able as temporary action.

“These are not the answer to the
business sector’s concern. These
will not address the issues,” he
told Variety.

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
AHYDROLOGIST fromthe US
Geological Service is batting for
a rain water catchment tank in
every home.

Robert Carruth, who is as-
signed at the Commonwealth
Utilities Corp.’s water division,
said rainfall is “underutilized or
evenignored™ as a water source.

“I think if businesses and
homes are required to build rain
water catchment tanks, we would
greatly improve our supply,”
Carruth said.

“We should find ways to as-

Hydrologist bats for rainwater
catchment in every residence

sist through low-interest loans to
allow people to build the tanks,”
he added.

He pointed out that Saipan is
tapping onlu ground water and
some springs. “To a large extent,
surface water or rainfall is being

underutilized or even ignored as a

source.”
A former technical adviser at the

- CUC, Preston L. Fisher, had earlier

expressed the same views as Carruth,

Before he left for another assign-
ment after being with the CUC for
over five years, Fisher noted that
people here don’t use as much rain
water as as they could.

Fishersaid thatone can setup
a rain water catchment system
for *‘a couple hundred dollars.”

“You can use rain water during
the rainy season instead of CUC
water,” he said in an interview
made last month.

He said that for $200 he putupa
pump and a rain water catchment
system and that for six months of
the year he didn’t have to use
CUC water, saving on bills,
besides.

Carruth said that people can
in fact drink rain water, which
requires filtration and chlorina-
tion or boiling.

Teno: Gov’t may deport
HIV-infected workers

Pedro P. Tenorio

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorioyes-
terday said alien workers who are
HIV-positive may be deported.

Tenorio said deporting the aliens
is “unfortunate,” but added that
the government has “"'no choice.”

“The law says we have to (de-
port those with such discases),
and I don’t think that’s discrimi-
nation because guest workers are
supposed to come here with a
clean bill of health,” the gover-
nor told reporters.

“I’s the same thing when we

havetodeport (aliens) found guilty
of acrime,” he added.

However, those with such curable
diseases as tuberculosis will only be
required to undergo treatment,
Tenorio said.

Meanwhile, the governor said he
will ask the Department of Public
Health Services (DPHS) w identty
what actions should be taken in light
of theresults of the ulien workers’
health sereening tests.

“Something has to be done,”
Tenorio said, noting the number
of workers who are HIV-positive
orwith T'B orsyphilis asrevealed
by the tests.

The Variety earlier reported that
four alien workers have tested
positive for HIV since the admin-
istration implemented the emer-
gency health screening regula-
tions.

In addition, there are 150 un-
confirmed casesof HIV infection
among the workers, according to
acting Health Secretary Joseph
K. Villagomez.

Since February, therehave been5 |
new cases of TB and 48 referrals for
syphilis, Villagomez said.

La_wsult seeks tov |
e

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
A BUSINESSMAN yesterday sued
aman and other persois demanding
the termination of a property lease
agreement and seeking eviction of
several establishments, including a
Korean church,

Tae Soon Yang, through counsel
Michael Dotts, named Kang Myung
Suhand 10 Does asdefendants inthe
suit filed in the Superior Court.

Yang asked the court to order Suh
to pay the actual damage and termi-
nate the subleases entered in the sub-
Ject property.

The plaintiff requested the court to
evict Suh’s sub-tenants (10 Does)
that include Saipan Somang Baptist
Church, Kang’s Auto Supply, Pio-
neer Audio Video, Western Interma-
tional Travel, Inc., Club Boss, Sign
and Sign, and DHL all located in
Chalan Laulau.

According to the complaint, Yang
entered a lease agreement with Jose
C. Tudela for the lease of real prop-
erty on Saipan consisting 14,420
square meters.

In Nov. 1990, Dotts said, Yang
placed Suhintenuncyonthe property

Continued on page 20

He pointed out that the CNMI
government, as well as the pri-
vate seclor, must jointly cnsure
that all companies in the Northem
Mariana Islands we complying with
both federal and local labor laws,

Ayuyu said capping the num-
ber of nonresident workers in the
CNMI must be complemented
with measures that will address
the labor problems, in order to
abort federal takeover plans.

“There’s a lot of pressure to
control the number of employees
but even if you limit the number
of guest workers and abuses will
continue, the efforts will be in
futile,” he said.

Mcanwhile, the | th Legista-
ture is expected 10 act o a bill that
would raise the required number of
local workers o company should
employ.

Manglona said the federal gov-
crnment might impose « 50-30
ratioor something that would cor-
relate with the number of the lo-
cul population. while adding that
he believes that the CNMI itself
should address this concern.

“The question now is not
whether the US Congress will
pass federal tukeover legislation
but what we in the CNMI1 will do
about our labor and immigration
problems,” he said.

L

TREES ON WHEELS. This truck carrying palm trees amuse motorists
driving down Sadog Tasi Road. Photo was taken yesterday.

Speaker: Asylum issue
best left with the Feds

Diego Benavente

SPEAKER Diego Benavente said
yesterday that the CNMI should
not bank on the idea of facilitat-
ing asylum for political refugees
from foreign countries, pointing
out that it's a federal matter that
should be left with the U.S. gov-
crnment.

“I'm not sure how we can do
that; it’s a national policy issue
that should be left with the ted-
eral government,” Benavente
said,

Senate  President  Paul
Manglona and Rep. Melvin O,
Faisuo, chairman of the House
committee on foreign and federal
relations, earlier said the Legisluure
islookingintothe possibility of estub-
lishing a policy that would allow the
CNMI 10 grant political asylum
foreignerstacing threats intheirhome
countries.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio said Tues-
day he would consult on the State
Department on the legislators™ pro-
posal.

Inits report Late last year, the con-
aressional Immigration ReformCom-
mission scored the CNMI for the
absence of an asylunt systen.

AS this developed. the New York

Times has reported that the US De-

fense Department is considering the
CNMI, among other plices, to be a
“holding area™ for Pol Pot, the tormer
Cambodian prime minister, who is
waiting for the trial of genocide
charges he is tacing betore an
international tribunal.

(MCM)
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Learning from the ‘crowbar’ case

On June 30. 1995, Francis A. Eugenio, then 18 years old, broke into the Gold
Mart in Garapan. With two male companions. Eugenio forcibly opened the
safe vault and took $75.637.35 in cash and jewelry. The weapon used in
gaining entry into the store was a crowbar,

2

Seven days after the break-in, police officers arrested Eugenio, Manny F.

Mendez, and Jordan F. Sablan. All were convicted and ordered to spend four

years in jail. Before the sentencing. Eugenio apologized to the court for what
he did and promised it won't happen again.”
sdeNek e sk

Last November, Eugenio wasreleased on parole. One weck after his release,
Eugenio and two male companions allegedly broke into Wendy's Restaurant
in Garapan. The weapon used: a crowbar. When Police Officer Jose Borja
Cepeda responded to the scene and entered the establishment, Eugenio
allegedly struck him with the crowbar on the head. Cepeda was seriously
injured and taken to Hawaii for treatment.

In less than 48 hours, police officers tracked down Eugenio and captured
him during a chase in Dandan. Eugenio claimed he was sprayed with mace
twice onthe face and beaten by police officers inside the police vehicle. He said
the beating continued inside the DPS Criminal Investigation Bureau where a
police officer also forced him to eat a piece of paper.

s sk sjelese
As aresult of the beating, DPS suspended 11 police officers. The Attomey
General's Office then filed charges of assault and battery and misconduct in
public office against the officers or the so-called “magnificent 11" as their
colleagues later branded them.

Associate Judge Timothy Bellas, during a bench trial, cleared nine officers,
butconvicted two of them. Bellas said based on evidence presented, there was
too much emotion involved considering that Eugenio was the suspect in the
assault of a police officer.

S ks gk

Afterthe trial, Ken Govendo, counsel for two of the cleared officers, sought
the ouster of Ross Buchholz, chief of the AGO Criminal Division, for pursuing
the case. Instead of handling the matter administratively first, Govendo said,
Buchholz proceeded with the filing of charges before the court allegedly to
make a name for himself and assign the new prosecutors the dirty work.
Govendo also assailed the DPS legal counsel and DPS Internal Affairs for
doing an “extremely poor job on the case.”

EFT T

The beating incident is one of those cases that put the DPS Internal Affairs
and the AGO in ano-win situation. They had to put up with the difficult task
of having 1o probe the case. Even Judge Bellas admitted that it was a case that
no one wanted to pursue.

S

We respect Govendo's point. But to replace Buchholz as chief of AGO’s
Criminal Division for simply presenting evidence in court is improper.
Buchholz, who replaced Loren Sutton, has been doing a good job. Records
speak thathe has made more than 10successful rials, eight of them by himself.

Like DPS counsel William O’ Roarty and the Internal Affairs, Buchholz and
his staft should even be commended for having the courage to bring the case
professionally in court. Take note that the court made the decision. That a
beating occurred can’t be denied. Anyway, who do you think believes that
Lzugenio wis not beaten?

what he allegedly did to Cepedu. But beating a defendant who is presumed

N
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c® Letters to the Editor

Open letter to Mansur

Dear Editor:
This is an open letter to Manase Mansur.

lunderstand Mr. Manase Mansur, a top aide of Repre-
sentative Don Young (R-Alaska), will be arriving here to
meet local officials.

Thope Mr. Mansur has the opportunity toread my letter
ordiscuss some of these issues with ourelected officials.

I am concemned with the Department of the Interior’s
“handling” or should I say “mishandling” of the Impact
Assessmentrequired of themresulting from the Compact
made with the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and
the United States Government. ’

* The Department of the Interior has failed to provide
Congressanimpactassessmentthe FSM Compacthason
the insular areas.

* The Department of the Interior has failed to conduct
astudy or hire an auditing firm to support an assessment
for presentation.

* The Department of the Interior has failed to comply
with a Federal Court order to comply and perform an
impact assessment.

» The Department of the Interior has failed to coordi-
nate or obtain from local agencies information to support
assessment data.

It is quite obvious the Department of the Interior has
failed to perform the necessary work and proper submit-
tals to Congress, information required to reimburse insu-

Jar areas affected by the Compact Agreement.

Itis embarrassing the insular area should have to file
suit in Federal Court to force the Department of the
Interior to accomplish a task mandated them by Con-
aress.

Mr. Al Stayman has managed to avoid this issue with
his constant threats to disrupt our economy.

Mr. Stayman has shown a total disregard to Congress
and is likely in contempt of the court order.

If Mr. Stayman had done his job right and used
taxpayers money on auditing firms to conduct assess-
mentsinstead of private investigators, transportation and
housing alien labor complainants for Senate Hearings
and redundant OSHA trips to the CNMI, he might
possibly have been able to make a presentation to
Congress by now.

Mr. Mansur should also know that Mr. Stayman had
recommended that the CNMI simply not to allow FSM
citizens entry since we mdintain local control over

_immigration.

I am not an immigration lawyer; yes the CNMI
controls it’s own immigration, however, 1 also believe
the CNMI is not exempt from U.S. law allowing free
entry to all U.S. ports citizens of the FSM according to
the Compact Agreement,

I'bring these issues to your attention as I am hopeful
you will share these concerns with Rep. Don Young and
these issues to the forefront when Department of the
Interior officials present themselves before your com-
mittee for budget review or insular matters.

I'hope you enjoy the local hospitality and see condi-
tions differently than the nasty picture presented by
Interior officials during the recent Senate hearings.

PATRICKLEON  GUERRERO

P.S. DOI atributes the loss of 75,000 American
garment jobs to the CNML

Is it possible the jobs never really left American soil
afterall? Maybe one need only look undergound in New
York and other states for sweatshop garment manufac-
turers.
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HANMI supports amended
law on investor deposit

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE HOTEL Association of the
Northern Mariana Islands
{HANMI) has thrown its support
for the passage of a bill seeking 1o
amend a law requiring investors
1o deposit $100.000 uas security
for creditors.

In his recent letter to Rep. Os-
car M. Babauta, who chairs the
House Committee on Commerce
and Tourism, HANMI President
Ronald D. Sablansaid Public Law
10-44 was “overly strict™ in its
$100,000 security requirement,

Sablan said the required secu-
rity deposit “has placed too great
a burden on businesses.”

“With the economic recession
in Asia and the current difficul-
ties in our relationship with the
federal government, the CNM1 is
inatime of economic uncertainty.

*To deal with this... HANMI
member hotels as well as all busi-

Ronald D. Sablan

nesses in the CNMIneed flexibil-
ity in handling their operations,”
Sablan said.

He said House Bill 11-13]
which provides for collaterals
gives the needed flexibility”
while, at the same time, ensures
that assets are available to protect
creditors.

The bill, introduced last month
by Babauta allowsnon-immigrant

alieninvestors seeking along term
business or foreign investment per-
mits to postalternative forms of secu-
rity other than a cash deposit.

Babauta said the P.L. 10-44 s
in need of more flexibility to
accomodate the several conven-
tional commercial methids of
posting a security.”

“Added flexibility would pro-
vide more opportunities for busi-
nessmen to invest significant
amounts of money into their busi-
ness and into the Common-
wealth,” Babauta said.

He argued that since the pur-
pose of the law was to simply
ensure that potential creditors
would have an assel to go after
should the the concerned
investor's business fold, any con-
ventional method accepted in
commercial settings should be al-
lowed so tong as the latter posts a
form of collateral that will pro-
vide adequate security .

Erosion threatens public facilities

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
PUBLIC facilities along the westermn
coastal side of Saipan are threatened
by possible erosion, the head of the
Coastal Resources Management has
said.

Acting DirectorPeterJ. Barlas said
these public facilities include the
American Memorial Park, the Beach
Road Pathway, picnic shelters, and
public restrooms.

“There are also several public and
private schools which are experienc-
ing erosion problems threatening in-
frastructure and school property,”
Barlas pointed out in arecent letter he

sent 1o Chief Scientist Michael Cair

of the US Geological Service Coastal
and Marine Geology, Western Team.

Barlas was asking assistance from
the USGS to assess the extent, rate,
and potential impacts of coastal ero-
sion in the CNMI.

*“The CNML, like mostistand states,
are strongly connected to the sea and
shore. (Its) expansive coastline, geo-
graphic locale, and limited fand mass
collectively giverise toacoastal zone
which is vulnerable to the effects of
coastal erosion and sea level rise,”
Barlas explained.

Barlasalsosaid thatcoastalerosion
threatens not only several public fa-
cilitiesbutalsoprivate property within
the areas close the shoreline.

Erosion in the CNMI is generally
limited to the sandy beaches on the
western sides of Saipan, Tinian and
Rota, Barlas said.

NOTIGE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Coastal Resources Management Program
(CRMP) will be holding a public hearing regarding
Coastal Permit Application No. TMS-98-X-71
submitted by Telesource CNMI Inc. on behalf of
Commonwealth Utilities Corporation for the
Construction of the Tinian Power Plant.

The public hearing is scheduled for Wednesday,
April 29, 1998 at 6:30 pm at the Tinian High School
Cafeteria in San Jose Village, Tinian.

The public is invited to attend and to submit
written comments and/or to make oral comments

Barlasasked the USGS tofund and
help in the conduct of a long-term
study whichwould provide advanced

raining o the CNMI resource man-
agers and produce long-term plan-
ning tools.

Barlas said the CNMI's shorelines
andbeaches, whichhe said are among
the "'most beautiful...under the US
flag,” are “critical to the survival of
the CNMI's touristindustry. whichis
the mainstay of the economy.™

Asked for further comment, espe-
cially as it pertains to the erosion
threat to the newly completed
Beach Road Pathway, Barlas said
that in this dry season, it is not
threatened by erosion. “This is
actually a very stable period for
our shoreline.”

Man charged with
‘dope manufacture’

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff

THE ATTORNEY General’s Office has charged a man for allegedly
manufacturing marijuana last April § on Tinian.

Gabriel DLC. Santos, 34, was charged with manufacture of a controlled
substance before the Superior Court.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Kevin Lynch inthe complaint said the defendant “did
unlawfully, knowingly and intentionally manufacture a conuolled sub-
stance, to wit: marfjuana.”

No other details were given in the complaint.

Meanwhile, the AGO charged two women who allegedly stole items from
the Duty Free Shoppers in separate incidents last February and March.

Melissa Ogo Hocog, 25, and Shi Mei Liu, 34, were charged with theft.

Hocog allegedly stole a Guest wristwatch while Liutook awristwatch and
key chains from DFS.

Hocog and Liu were summoned 10 appear in court on April 27.

Expert Care Is Now
Available In Saipan

i,J Jerry Richter, M.D.

N Board Certified in Urology

Dr. Richter will be available for
pre-chiropractic evaluation and
consultation for conditions listed
below on Friday
April 17, 1998
at Saipan Chiropractic

INSURANCE <
ACCEPTED &

- KIDNEY
DISORDERS

- UROLOGICAL
DISORDERS

- PROSTATE

« SEXUAL
DYSFUNCTION

C HIROPRACTIC

For an appointment call:

233-BACK (2225)

NOODLE SOUPS

We Serve:

DIMSUM

*siopao - wanton
esiomai « ravioli

-squid balls « chicken
«dumplings -« beef brisket

g
NOTDLE

In Susupe (across Grand Hotel)

CONGEE/RICE SOUPS/LUGAW
- Pork ball (bola bola)

« halo halo

» chicken ball
« sliced beef
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mnocent until proven guilty is not justifiable under the law. The case should
serve as an eye opener for everyone particularly to our law enforcers.

S Siow R iar St

regarding this project. All written and oral

I
.

Everyone inthis community, even criminals, deserve to be treated humanely.
EEEOE ST T L
We agree with Buchholz that police officers are sworn touphold the law and
that they should not allow their personal feelings toward defendants interfere
with their professional duties. The case is over. The court’s decision should be
respected. Personal feelings must be put aside. Gentlemen, it’s time to go back
1o work together.

DURING a recent jury trial for a civil case in the Superior Court, a
defense lawyer cross-examined a Japanese businessman on why he
allegedly agreed to enter into a $200-million verbal contract. The Japa-
nese explained it was just the way the business déal occurred. Seeing no
logic with the businessman’s response, the lawyer asked him that if he
makes a business deal with him for $200 million, would he agree without
signing documents? The businessman replied: ©If I enter into a business
transaction with you (a lawyer) for $200 million, I will produce docu-
ments as thick as this (pointing to a five-foot table).”

PRSI

Tinian . ..

proposed design for the island’s

will have a new terminal, access
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Continued from page 1

Adriano, who chairs the Tinian
Joint Legislative Delegation
(TILD).

Tinian officials are currently do-
ing the groundwork that will pave
the way for the island’s economic
boom despite regiona! trends
showing otherwise.

In February this year, the
TILD agreed to ~wholeheart-
edly support™ the Common-
wealth Ports Authority s (CPA)

.......... e sl LI ALl

airport’s expansion project.

It likewise endorsed a sole-
source agreement between CPA
and Telesource CNMI, a firm
which has expressed interest in
conducting a feasibility study on
the undertaking.

The delegation resolved (o al-
low the firm to proceed with the
construction of new airpart facilitics
“if' the outcome of their... study, the
terms, conditions and the financing
package e fully aceeplable to CPA™
and regulatory requirments e met,

Once completed the Tinian airport

roads, infrastructure support,andan
8,600-foot runway which will be
abletoaccomodate big aircraft land-
ings.

The terminal will have a capacity
to accomodate about 1,500 incom-
ing passengers at any given time.

Atpresent, Tinian's air transport
consistsof weekly flights by 19-and
20-scater airplanes from Guam,

CPAhas said the airport needs
tobe rehabilitated and expanded
to-meet the demands brought
about by the influx of incoming
tourists billeted at the resorts.

comments received will be made a part of the
permit application record, and will be considered
in any decision made concerning the proposed

K’S QUICK LUNCH
/V/omﬂa/ Gnied 3714'04/ Cliichen
Sweel & Sowr fork

project.

project.

PETER J. BARLAS
Acting Director

Please contact Coastal Resources Management at
234-6623/7320 or 3907 if you have any questior}s
or require further information regarding this

Coastal Resources Management

Tuesday

Served with rice, soup and ice tea.

Wednesdasy : Chicken Cury
Thewrsday Lumpiang Shanghai

Try our new dishes:

1. Shivn bl sguid ball woodles soup
TOP QUALITY FOOD 2. Bea ball noodl sosp
AT LOW PRICES 3. Spicy golo

We are open until midnite during weekdays & 3:00 a.m. during weekends

Qon Take Out Service, Pleate Call Tel. No. 234-3307
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Due to staff shortage:

DPH can’t fire non-NCLEX nurses

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
HEALTH Secretary Joseph
Kevin Villagomez yesterday
admitted his hands are tied as
far as firing nurses without
accreditation from the Na-
tional Council Licensing Ex-
amination [NCLEX].

But Villagomez promptly
said there were no legal im-
pediments surrounding the

possible dismissal of non-
NCLEX eligible foreign
nurses at the Commonwealth
Health Center.

I just cannot terminate the
contracts [of non-eligible
nurses] as of today not be-

cause of some legal impedi-
ments but because of man-
power shortages,” he told Va-
riety.

Of the close to 140 nurses

SAIPAN CHIROPRACTIC

U.S. LICENSED BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORS OF CHIROPRACTIC

« DISC PROBLEMS

- BACK PAIN

« NECK PAIN

« PINCHED NERVES

« JOINT PAIN

« MUSCLE SPASM

« SHOULDER, KNEE and
FOOT PROBLEM

« HEADACHES

CNMI GOVT. INS | (Medical Dggir“gvgflgbﬁaetg:{:;y, April 17)
MOYLAN'S | YES

PACIFICA YES

FHP (Pacific Care) NO
STAYWELL NO

GMHP YES (IN GUAM) | NO (SAIPAN)

Middle Road, Gualo Rai. Call 233-2225 for an appointment

everything
must go!!!
European

presently employed by the
CHC, on 30 percent are eli-
gible or NCLEX-certified.

Villagomez said the rest
have been studying to take the
examinations, adding that he
has to give the nurses enough
time to at least take and pass
the test.

"My intention is to ensure
the proper health care for the
community. [And] firing these’
nurses is not the right thing to
do because we don’thave any-
body to watch CHC patients,”
he added.

He said making changes in
orders and contracts to move
foreign CHC nurses to nurs-
ing assistants will have to take
a long time, adding that there
are at least 60 local residents
who have been applying as
nursing assistants.

“ljustdon’thave the FTE to
hire them right now. If I have
the FTE, I will hire these
people,” the health chief said.

Villagomez also mentioned
the sunset provision in the hir-
ing law which seeks to impose
a50:50 ratio between nonresi-
dent and indigenous workers
by the year 2000.

“If the intention is to carry
on with that sunset provision,
then we need to éncourage
these people who want to work
with us to come and learn the
trade,” he said.

He said NCLEX provides
the health department with a
more objective measuring tool
in hiring and keeping hospital

staff. Of the some 140 nurses '

in CHC, at least 120 are from
manpower agencies.
Villagomez said there is a
headlong need to set a level of
standard of health care in the

CNMI for everybody includ--

ing nurses, adding-that the

level of standard “we have

chosen for the nurses is the
NCLEX certification.”
“When the contracts were

consummated with the man-
power agencies, the contract
clearly stated that they needed
to supply us with NCLEX-cer-
tified nurses, or if they’re not
[eligible], they have to be cer-
tified within a period of time,”
he said.

He added that manpower
-agencies are obliged toreplace
non-eligible nurses with
NCLEX certified staff, stress-
ing that the DPH is paying for
qualified nurses.

“...And this policy is not
only for manpower or foreign
nurses, this applies to local
nurses too because they also
need to ascribe to this level of
competency that we're after,” he
explained.

Earlier, six local nurses have
been notified of their demotion to
nursing aids or assistants for fail-
ing to pass the NCLEX.

The demoted nurses will stop
to do their old functions and will
also receive lower salaries.

Ogo named PIO for DOLI-Rota

By Marc Hizon

For the Variety
ROTA (RSDU)—THOMAS
A. Manglona, Department of
Labor and Immigration resi-
dent director has designated
Major Abraham M. Ogo ef-
fective April 7, 1998 as offi-
cial department pokesperson.
on Rota.

He will be the sole person

Women, Children

Footwear and
Accessories

Only at the

authorized to disseminate in-
formation and entertain in-
quiries pertaining to labor and
immigration matters.

His other responsibilities in-
clude overseeing operation of
alldivisions within the depart-
ment, Field Immigration Of-
ficer II (Major) and JTPA co-
ordinator.

Ogo is a graduate of Guam

save
up to

0% off

=SIPRIT Mens Boutique

Location: Ground Floor, La Fiesta, San Roque
Store Hours: 10:00 am to 9:30 pm
Tel: 322-5636 - 322-5637

Community College in 1983,
married to Bernice A. Ogo and
has three wonderful children.

He started as an Inspector
Trainee and rose through the
ranks, eventually promoted to
Field Immigration Officer II.

He is currently attending
school at NMC Rota taking up
a masters degree in Criminal
Justice.

Ogo has been with the de-
partment for 11 years and has
vast experience in Immigra-
tion and Labor procedures.

Ogo’s numerous training
and seminars helped him
through his career and was one
of the reasons why he was se-
lected for the position.

“His vast experience, se-
niority, maximum exposure
and knowledge of the inside-
out of the department func-
tions are the key qualities that
convinced me to appoint him,”
said the resident director.

In line with the maximiza-
tion operations and services
of all divisions, the director
has designated supervisors in
functional arcas of the depart-
ment ensuring prompt action
on labor and immigration mat-
ters.

Major Ogo recognized the
resident director for coming
up with this concept.

“It is my great pleasure to
have been appointed as
spokesperson and [ highly
commend the director for his
foresight of having a central-
ized information dissemina-
tion for the benefit of the gen-
eral public. Whoeveremploys
contract workers must com-
ply with all the labor and im-
migration regulations. No one
is exempted from the law and
we will be enforcing this re-
gardless of influence or of-
fice,” stated Major Ogo.
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DLNR chief attends fisheries meet

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
ACTING Lands and Natwral Re-
sources Seeretary Joagquin A. Tenorio
is in Hawaii atending a 10-day con-
ference on fisheries concens in the
region.

Participation in the conference is
seen as part of the CNMI
govemment's efforts 1o secks wiys
to develop the local fisheries indus-
tries, asector thatis being proposed 1o
be tapped 1o revive the
Commonwealty’ssluggisheconomy.

In an interview, Marianne
Concepceion, the department’s PIO,
said Tenorio left Monday and is ex-
pected to be back on April 23.

Tenorio, along with CNMI Fish

and Wildlife Director Richard
Seman, are the Commonwealth
government’s delcgates 1o the
meeting called by the Western
Puacific Fisheries Management
Council (WESTPAC).
Concepeionsaid Tenoriowill like-
wise be meeting withthe conference's
representatives fromthe United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
to address local concerns.
Concepcionfailed todivulge more
details about the conference but offi-
cials said foremost on the CNMI
representatives’ agenda is to coordi-
nate with regional fisheries groups
and comeup with amasterplanonthe
development of the CNMTI's fisher-
ics resources within its 200-mile Ex-

Gov't seeks to revoke
businessman’s license

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
GOVERNMENT is seeking are-
vocation of a Korean business-
man license for having “no con-
ception of how to operate a busi-
ness under American legal prin-
ciples and Commonwealth law.”

In his ruling on the matter, Linn
Asper, Supervisor of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Immigration’s
Administrative Hearing Office
(DOLI-AHO), alsobarred He Zhi
Qing, who operates Kam Mano
Store, from hiring nonresident
workers again and imposed a $500
fine for labor violations.

The matter stemmed from com-
plaints filed by He’s employee,
identified as a certain Lu Shan
who alleged that despite being
hired as a sales manager, she was
made to work menial jobs and
was underpaid.

During a recent hearing, He
maintained that Lu was fully paid

forhours worked, less deductions
for food, housing and taxes.

However, Aspernoted thatHe’s
figures are based largely on only
four hours” work a day.

Also, Asperraised that the $100
monthly food deduction from Lu’s
salary was not authorized.

“It was obvious from (He’s)
testimony that he has no concep-
tion of how to operate a business
under American legal principles
and Commonwealth law,” noted
Asper.

In issuing his decision, Asper
ordered that the nonresident worker
be awarded close to $2,000 in
unpaid wages and liquidated dam-
ages “payable immediately.”

He also referred the case to the
Depatment of Commerce for
“consideration of a revocation of
(He’s) right to do business in the
Commonwealth” and to the At-
tormey General's Office (AGO)
for enforcement assistance.

Judiciary . . .

Continued from page 1

administration’s budget estimate
for fiscal year 1999, would be $233
million, or $14 million less than the
govemment’scurrentfiscal yeawrbud-
el

"The budget request. submitted by
the Judiciary last April 2, covers the
Supreme Court, which would get a
share of $3.7 million; the Superior
Court. $5.4 million; Family Court,
S604.300; and the Law Revision
Commission, $431,(XX).

The Judiciary is requesting a per-
sonnel budget for a total of 123 posi-
tions.

“The courts also need additional
funds and personnel in their respec-
tive Office of the Clerk of Court,
Commonwealth Recorder, Probation

f

U}

Office so that judicial services on
Satpan, Rota and Tinian may be de-
livered efficiently,” Castro and
Demapan said in a letter to Tenorio,
Senate President Paul Manglona and
Speaker Diego Benavente.

The judiciary officials also cited
the need to improve its revenue col-
lection efforts needs “'so that funds
which were borrowed from the Re-
tirement Fund to build the new judi-
cial complex are repaid on time.”

“Todothis we would like increase
our personnel in the Marshall Di-
visionso we can aggressively deal
with service of court process
which is presently being per-
formed by the police department,”
they said.

They added "It is evident that
the DPS is understaffed and not
able to carry out this very impor-
tant function of the courts.”

OPA...

Continued from page 1

Hannellic M. Mendoza, the invita-
tion includes a Saipan-Guam round
ipticket, lunchatthe HyattRegency
on Guam and*shuttle toand from the
airport to the Expo.”

She said those whoattend the Expo
may also win a Canon multifunction
Jaser fux.

The Guum-based IBSS is the only
authorized dealer for Canon in the

territory, the CNMI and Micronesia.

Asked for a comment yesterday,
Mendozasaid she did notreceive any
reply from LaMotte, but added that
her letter to the officials “is just an
invitaton.”

Shesaidallof the company'sclien-
wele. including the OPA, received a
similar invitation.

“It’s entirely up to them, we're not
forcing anyone to accept,” she said.
“They could even pay for their own
fare and accommodations.”

clusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
Seman, it will be recalled, had, in
recent interviews, said the fisheries
sector offers a breathing spuce for the
CNMTI's economy, currently suffer-
ing fromtherecent currency devalu-
ations experienced in the Asian re-

gion,

The devaluations have been
theatening the Commowealth’stour-
ismindustry which has been seeing a
decline in tourist arrivals over the
past few months.

Seman said the economy can

receive a boost from the fisheries
sector by entering into multi-million
dollar agreements with international
fishing firms.

Such, he explained, is seen to be-
ing in much-needed revenues to
the Commonwealth’s coffer.

By Jojo Dass
Variely News Staff

‘A MALE Chinese national yester-
day appealed for government to be
more humane in treating his jailed
pregnantfiancee, sayingthe condi-
tions she is in at the Department of
Labor and Immigration’s (DOLI)
detention centermay notbe healthy
for her and their child.

Hang Ding, who said he is a
Business English student at the
Northern Marianas College
(NMC), expressed fears his fian-
cee, twenty-fouryearold Feng Guo
Hua, may be suffering from psy-
chological stress brought about by
her detention.

Citing information culled from
immigrationofficers,Hangsaid Feng
have been acting strangely and had
once attempted to escape by jumping

. from a govemment vehicle while

being brought tothedetention center.
She was handcuffed when she made
the attempt. :

*“T don’t know what she’ll donex
7 She might just hit her head on the
wall or cut her wrist. She said she
wants to commit suicide,” said a vis-
ibly bothered Hang.

Feng, who used tobe employed as
a garment worker at the Tan Hold-
ings Group of Companies, was ar-
rested last April 7 at the couple’s
house in Garapan.

Student appeals for a ‘more humane’
treatment of jailed pregnant fiancee

Feng, now seven-month preg-
nant, will be deported for overstay-
ing. She has been in the Common-
wealth since 1995 and had stopped
working in Sept. last year, accord-

ing to Hang,.

“The government lawyer (at
DOLY) just wants to deport her,”
Hang said.

Hang proposed that govemment
move Feng atamore suitable place
pending the delivery of her child.

*“‘And then, they can deport her,”
he said.

Variety tried but failed tocontact
acting Laborand Immigration Sec-
retary Mark Zacharesforcomments .
on Hang’s appeal.
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High Court silent on
Cruz taking Froilan case

Benjamin J. F. Cruz

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THECNMISupreme Court has
‘been silent on the trial court’s
request to reappoint Guam Jus-
tice Benjamin J. F. Cruz to pre-
side over a motion for recon-
sideration on his ruling order-
ing former Gov. Froilan
Tenorio to pay $12.4 million
for misspending public funds.

Superior Court Special Judge
Michael White said there has
been no response from the Su-
preme Court on his request to
tap Cruz anew to hear the case.

White in his order issued
Tuesday stated he believes that
the high tribunal may not have
acted because there was no
motion filed before the courts.

LawyerJeanne H. Rayphand,
through counsel Theodore
Mitchell, sued Tenorio ques-
tioning the then governor’s il-
legal reprogramming and ex-
penditure actions.

Last June, Cruz issued a de-
cision ordering Tenorio to pay
$12,425,074 in compensation
10 people of the CNMI for mis-
spending public money.

Tenorio filed a motion for
reconsideration. The Supreme
Court assigned White to pre-

Froilan Tenorio

side the matter.

White denied to disqualify
himselfinthe case, butrequested
the high tribunal to tap Cruz
again to handle the matter.

Following Thursday's status
hearing, White said the issue
presented is one of first impres-
sion in this jurisdiction, and one
which should be affirmatively
decided on its merits.

“Accordingly, the court be-
lieves that the parties should be
afforded an opportunity to brief
the question of whether or not
the Supreme Court’s order of
July 30, 1997 (appointing
White) should be vacated, and
Cruz be reinstated,” the special
judge said in the order.

Rayphand indicated her will-
ingness to file such a motion.

On Rayphand’s application
for fee award, Mitchell and As-
sistant Atty. Gen. Robert
Goldberg, lawyer for Tenorio,
agreed that the matter should be
addressed after the court rules
upon the motion for reconsid-
eration.

With regard to motion to dis-
qualify AGO’s office from rep-
resenting Tenorio, the parties
agreed it be heard together with
the motion for reconsideration.

] QLA B L o rE D o R b%]
t 2% a LIDERATION

Davy ComiiTTEE

in preparation of the Commonwealth's major festivity
Liberation festivities witl commence on May 22nd through July 4th for a period of 6 weeks

CONCESSION WILL OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
EFFECTIVE FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 1998
MAYOR'S CONFERENCE ROOM

SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL BE ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS

CTIVITY TYPE ' . FEE:
FOOD COMBINATION (any type of food) $2,000.00 a/b/c
A. Food B. Dnnks C. Beer $1,500 ab
BEER BOOTH ONLY $1,500.00
CONFECTIONS $1,000.00
Cotion Cangy, Sniow-Cong, Popeer (choice of 2)
Ice Cream, Yogurt, Candies $750.00
Others (Single)
GAMES OF SKILLS $1,500.00
-Basketball, Durker, Football, Sotivall
ooty —m —
KID GAMES $750.00
Fish Pond, Coin Toss, Ring Toss, Dart, Cork/Squitt Gun
|| Others
GAME OF CHANCE $3,000.00
+Over/Under, Color Game
MISCELLANEQUS ATTRACTION S1,QO0.00
+ Balioons, Toys, Picture Taking, {Choice 0! 2)
Tattoo, Face Painting $750.00
Single
CULTURAL GIFTS $500.00
» Chamorro, Carolinians, Micronesian 6x6
Others —
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION $500.00
+Food excluding drinks and beer 6x6
MISCELLANEOUS VEMDORS (3 items hmited) Jewelry $1,000.00
Promotional Vendors
Others
RIDES 25% OF GROSS REVENUE

The above fees includes the building structure, unless othervise specified booth standard size is 12x12.
Exclusion of the above cost is the common area fee and the power hookup fee.

The Commitlee reserves the nght to increase the concession in 1he best interest of the general public and
the Committee. Al payments must be paid in cash to be guaranteed of that concession slot.

For more information, please call MaryAnn at the Mayor's Oflice 235-7340-2 or drop by the office.

Not just for garments sector:

Teno favors ‘attrition’
within all industries

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Slaff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorio yes-
terday said he supports the idea of a
gradual reduction, or attrition, in the
number of alien workers, but in all
industries and not just in garment
manufacturing.

“We should be fair,” he said.
“We'veloueatallindustriesequally.”™

He added that with an “inactive”
construction industry, the CNMI is
lett with tourism and garment manu-
facturing.

At the same time, the govermnor
noted that the currenteconomicslump
is already reducing the number of
alien workers, which now stands at
42,000, compared to the 30,000 in-
digenous residents.

_ Withthehiring moratoriumnow in
place, the House of Representatives

Pedro P. Tenorio

has vowed toexpedite work on legis-
lation that would reduce the number
of garment factories.

A House special committee has
been created to draw up an “‘attrition
system’” that would reduce the num-
ber of garment workers to less than

10,000.

Estimates on the current total range
from 17,000 to 20,000 workers de-
spite the cap set on the number of
garment workers, which is 11,000.

The Legislature, according to the
Senate leadership, may also have to
enact bills that would ban manpower
agencies, set a cap on the number of
alien workers, and allow these work-
ers to transfer to another company
even without the consent of their
original employers. '

The issues of Jaborabuse, the num-
ber of alien workers, the local gar-
ment industry and corruption at
the Department of Labor and Im-
migration (DOLI) remain “major
concerns” for federal officialsand
members of Congress critical of
the CNMI’s labor and immigra-
tion policies.
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Red Cross Walk-a-thon Committee member Dave Guerrero (Davy G.} accepts an appreciation certificate

from board chair Jocelyn Guerrero at a recent ceremony. Committee Chair Tracy Guerrero and Co-Chair Jeff

Boyer look on.

House gets ready to
tackle anti-abortion bill

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE HOUSE of Representatives is
eetting ready to tackle the anti-abor-
tion bill which is expected to stir big
legal debates in the community.

Speuker Diego Benavente said
yesterday the bill filed by Rep. Oscar
Babauta had been refered to the
House committee on health, educa-
tion and welfare, and that the House
leadership is now waiting for the
panel report.

T agree with the federal officials
when they raised the fact that our law
on abortion 1s not adequate,”
Benavente said.

“While our Constitution prohibits
abortion, some people don't hesitate
toengage in this practice without fear
of being fined or jailed,” he added.

The CNMI Constitution categori-
cally prohibits abortion, but there is
no statute that provides for criminal
penalties for people engaged in this
practice.

Babauta’s House Bill 11-152 pro-
vides that any person found perform-
ing unauthorized abortion would be
sent to jail for 10 yews or fined
$20,000.

It was filed following allegation
made by the Department of the Inte-
rior that “‘abortion industry” exists in

the CNMI’s garment industry.

Benavente said the House would
seek opinions fromthe local commu-
nity and Churchleaders asheexpects
the bitl to stir moral and legal contro-
versics.

“There's u sensitive part in the bill
that’s why we didn’t pass it on first
hearing,” Benavente said.

The bill prohibits the termination
of pregnancy when*'in the best judg-
ment of the physician, the unbom
child has reached the stage of viabil-
ity.”

The bill, however, grants excep-
tion to ‘“‘cases of pregnancy due to
rape orincestorin cases where, in the
best judgment of the physician the
pregnancy poses significant threat to
the mother’s life.”

“We have to make sure that the
language in the bill will survive any
legal challenge face to face with the
US Constitution and a related US
Supreme Court ruling,” Benavente
said.

Some say the CNMTI’s prohibi-
tion of abortion is inconsistent
with the US Constitution which
has supremacy over the CNMI
Constitution.

Inthe Roe v Wade doctrine, the
US Supreme Court upheld the
woman'’s “right to choose.”

Photo by Laifa C. Younis
Mansur to
‘meet with

top officials

MANASE Mansur, a top aide of U.S.
Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska) is sched-
uled to meet today with Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio and members of the Legisla-
ture to discuss labor, immigration and
other issues affecting the CNMI.

Speaker Diego Benavente said
Mansur will meet with senators and
congressmen at 10 a.m. at the House
Chamber on Capitol Hill , and then
with Tenorio at 3 p.m.

Mansur, who arrived Saipan yester-
day, is the U.S. House Resources
Committee’s adviser on insular and
international affairs. His sojournon the
island is part of his Micronesian trip to
monitor of the state of the Pacific is-
lands with affiliation to the U.S.

CNMI officials said they have little
ideaasto whatexpect from their meet-
ing with the congressional staffer.

“It’s not appropriate for us to tell
Congress what to do,” Tenorio said.

The governor said Mansur’s pres-
ence on the island would given the
congressional staffer an opportunity to
see if “there’s any improvement here
since last year.”

Mansur visited Saipan last January
to attend the inauguration of the new
administration and discuss labor and
immigration issues. (MCM)
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By Marian A. Maraya
For the Variety

OFFICIALS of the Division of

Environmental Quality (DEQ)
yesterday gathered at the CNMI
Governor’s Office for the procla-
mation of the 1998 Environmen-
tal Awareness Week this April
19-25 which was made official
by CNMI Governor Pedro P.
Tenorio.

This move was made by the
Department of Public Works in
response to the policies set forth
in the Commonwealth Environ-
mental Protection Act which es-
tablishes the policies to support
and implement Article I, Section
9 of the Constitution of the North-
ern Mariana Islands.

The article states that “Each
person has the right to a clean and
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healthful public environment in
all areas, including the land, air
and water.”

This act also includes enforce-
ment of the environmental stan-
dards to protect and preserve ma-
rine resources and uninhabited
islands; to promote the highest
altainable quality of life for
present and future genera-
tions.

“I urge all citizens and or-
ganizations of the Common-
wealth to observe this week in
recognition of our goal of
maintaining a healthy, clean
and beautiful Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. T ask that all the citi-
zens of the Commonwealth
take an active interest in their
environment and help protect

it for future generations,”

stated Gov. Tenorio.
‘DON'T WASTE SPACE

WITH SOLID WASTE’ is this

year’s theme for CNMI's carth .

day on the April 25,

In addition to this, DEQ is
also taking part in more ways
to save the environment by
starting a campaign inencour-
aging shoppers around the is-
land to use shopping bags
made of cloth instead of plas-
tics or cartons.

A DEQ spokesperson said that
shopping outlets such as Joeten,
Payless, and Meitetsu are willing
to cooperate with their cause and
even agreed on a 5-cent rebate for
every shopper who will use the
said shopping bag at their respec-
tive stores.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,

locat events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

000

EA Week

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

A DEQ staffer presents Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio with an environmentally-
correct “Don’t Waste Space With Solid Waste” bag during yesterday's
environmental awareness week proclamation ceremony.

Photo by Zaldy Dandan

PRESIDENT and owner of
Laulima Hawaii Gary
Shimabukurowill bepaying Saipan
avisiton April 23-24, 1998 to assist
LaulimaCNMI, alocal drug aware-
ness team he helped establish.

Laulima Hawaii which means
“working togethercooperatively for
the good of the community™ is a
non-profit organization that pro-
vides drug awareness and preven-
tion education for working profes-
sionals and the community in Ha-
waii,

During Shimabukuro's visit, is-
sues on “Drugs Are Everyone’s
Problem” and*‘Drugs inthe Work-
place” will be tackled for the ben-
efit of the business community in
the CNM, anewsrelease from the
Criminal Justice Planning Agency
said.

Shimabukurohashad along his-
tory in the anti-drug campaign.

Since 1978, he has been provid-

Laulima Hawaii’s Shimabukuro
coming to speak on drug menace

ing diug education for businesses,

schools, apprenticeship programs,
labor organizations, management
groups, law enforcement agencies,
military personnel, and other organi-
zations.

Heevensupervised forasubstance
abuse treatment program and was
also anofficial trainerand “Trainerof
Trainers” for the National Institute of
Drug Abuse (NIDA).

Shimabukuro’s trainings since
1988 havedwelledoncreatingaDrug-
Free Workplace.

Over80,000people throughout the
worldhave already experienced Gary
Shimabukuro’s training programs.

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) and the US Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA), who is
sponsoring his visit together with
CJPA have always been supportive
of Shimabukuro's programs.

The FBIDirector’s Awardin 1992,
the Honolulu Police Department’s

Certificate of Meritin 1993, and the
US Attomey General’s Certificate
of Recognition are only three of the
numerous awards he has received.

Members of the Chamber of
Commerce, Rotary Club, Hotel
Association of Northern Mariana
Islands, Contractors Association,
Saipan Garment Manufacturers
Association, Japan/Saipan Tour
Association, Korean Tour As-
sociation, Marianas Visitors Bu-
reau, and other business organi-
zations/establishments are free
to attend.

The presentations would last
about an hour and thirty min-
utes at the Diamond Hall of the
Saipan Diamond Hotel at 10
a.m. on April 23, 1998,

~For inquiries, please contact-
the CJPA at 664-4550 or the
key organizer Maria “Malua”
T. Peter of the Office of the
Representative at 664-7882.

Ex-Gov't lawyer to attend Yale

DOUG Muir, who was legal coun-
sel to former governor Froilan
Tenorio, will be leaving Saipanto
attend graduate school at Yale
University.

“I'm very pleased to be going
to Yale,” said Muir, who will be
pursuing a graduate degree in in-
ternational relations. "l applied to
several schools late last year, af-
ter the election, but Yale offered
me the best financial aid pack-
age.”

Muir said that financial aid was
a consideration because he did
not  want to use the
Commonwealth’s scholarship
program.

“I'm definitely planning to
come back to the Commonwealth
again after I get my degree. But 1
don’t think it would be appropri-

Doug Muir

ate for me to use the scholarship
program, because I can pay for
my education from my savings, |
think that the scholarship funds
should only be used for younger
students and for people who have

real financial need.”

Muir has lived on Saipan since
1990. He was an associate attor-
ney with the law firm of Salas and
Manibusan, and then legal coun-
sel to the Eighth Commonwealth
Senate. He came into office with
Governor Froilan Tenorio inJanu-
ary 1994, and left when Tenorio’'s
term ended this past January.

Muir was involved in many of
the controversies of the Tenorio
administration, including the re-
organization of the government
by executive order 94-3, the law-
suit with former Mayor Inos of
Rota over mayoral powers, the
lobbying of U.S. Congressimen
by the Washington law firm of
Preston, Gates, and the dispute
with the Senate over the powers
of an acting governor,

DOLI-Rota to hold
job fair on May 1st

By Marc Hizon

For the Variety
ROTA (RSDU}—ROTA Depart-
ment of Immigration and Labor will
be holding a Job Fairon May 1 atthe
Rota round House from 8:00 a.m. to
4:00p.m. .

All members of the business com-
munity on Rota are invited to attend
this special event.

The main purpose of the activity is
toprovide the community (especially
highschoolandcollege students)with
information of part-time or full-time
employment (both temporarily and
permanently).

Thiseventisseen asanopportunity
for the businesses to fill their vacan-

cies.

Likewise, the staff of Labor and
Immigration will also present the
many services the department pro-
videstoall employers of resident and
non-resident workers.

“This will be a great opportunity
forour students and local residents to
be in the private workforce. It won't
be the first and last job fair we will be
holding. This is just the beginning of
something good for the people of
Rota.” DOLI director Thomas A.
Manglona emphasized.

Moreover, the Executive Director
of JTPA will be attending the event
and shall interview about 50-75 local
students for the summer jobs.

Sister Remedios School
registration sked set

SISTER Remedios Early Childhood
Development Centerisopenfor Reg-
istation April 21 - 24 and 27 - 30,
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Children ages 3, 4 and 5 must be
bom by or before August 31st.
Therequirements are Birth Certifi-

cate and Health Centificate (Blue
Card).

Sister Remedios ECDC does not
diseriminate based on ruce. creed or
ethnic ongin.

Forfurtherinformation, please call
234-6247 or 6244.

Open Bridge session at JKPL

THE REGULAR fourth-Sunday
openbridge session will take place
at the Joeten-Kiyu Library con-
ference room Saturday. April 25
from | p.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission is free and the ses-
sion is open to anyone interested
in playing bridge, meeting new

partners (or opponents), arrang-
ing future games. exchanging
bridge tips, ctc.

For more information, please
call Suzie Zuller at 322-1389 or
Ruth Tighe at 322-363Y orsende-
mail o cdzuller@itecnmi.con or
ruth tighe@saipan.conn.

Garapan Parent-Teacher conference

THIS is to remind all parents and
guardians of Garapan Elementary
School Students that the Parent
Teacher Conference, as well as
distribution of report cards, will

be today, Thursday, from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 pam.

Parents/Guardians® attendance
is of utmostimportance, the school
said.
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Business rivalry ends in riot

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
TWO men were arrested for al-
legedly attacking a man over a
business rivalry in Garapan Tues-
day night.

Public Safety Information Of-
ficer Maj. J. J. Castro said ar-
rested were Bin Kau, 30, and Ni
Zhi Hua, 36. They were charged
with assault and battery and as-
sault with a dangerous weapon.

Castro said the victim, a main-
tenance for Garapan Square, suf-
fered a swollen forehead, neck.
and cheek,

Investigation showed that Kau
and Hua blocked Japanese tour-
ists and invited them toenter their
karaoke club.

The victim told the two Chi-
nese 1o stop doing business at the
parking lot which is beyond the
karaoke area.

The suspects instead punched
and hit the victim with a hand-
held radio.

In other police report, a 22-

year-old man was arrested for

breaking into the locker’s room at
the Pacific Islands Club in San
Antonio and stealing purse Tues-

+ Retail Experience

« Excellent math skills

Saifol Inc.

is seeking qualified applicants for the following position:
[ ] L
Boutique Supervisor

Interested applicants should posses the following:
« Ability to work flexible hours
» Strong communication skills, written and verbal
« Japanese speaking capability desired
Police clerance required
Benefit package includes: commission, paid medical &
dental insurance, vacations and holidays.
Applicants should fax their resumes to:
Bluefol Guam Inc.
Attn: Arlene Madrazo
Fax No. 649-3783
Deadline For Applications: April 20, 1998

An Equal Employment Opportunity

day.

Arrested was Gary Michael
Lasthey of As Lito.

In Chalan Kanoa, four men were
arrested for allegedly not paying
bills and yelling at police officers

at a nightclub in Koreana Hotel
Sunday before dawn.

The arrestees were Ge Li Hong,
Jun Jin Ming, Quan Quan Hing,
and Wen Zhu Zhe.

Investigation showed while po-

lice officers were investigating
the arrestees for not paying $47
bills, Hing shouted at the officers.

One officertold himto stop, but
Hing instead slapped the cop’s
hand. Zhe then tried to interfere.

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PUBLIC health department
yesterday warned of an increasing
vulnerability of Commonwealth
residents and guest workers to ac-
quire HIV, a virus which causes
AIDS.

Citingthe"illegal butflucrishing”
sexindustry inthe Northern Mariana
Istands, Health Secretary Joseph
Kevjn Villagomez said the risk of
HIV infection, syphillis and other
sexually ransmitted diseasesisvery
high.

At present, there are 200 regis-
tered night houses in the CNMI

Villagomez also said the World
Health -Organization [WHO] has
characterized Asia, which is very
near and from where majority of
the CNMI's nonresident workers
are coming, as one of the region in
the world with the fasted growing
number of HIV infection.

While admitting that he is at odds
with the private sector due to the
implementation of the emergency
regulations governing health screen-
ing requirements of alien workers,
the health chief said he could not
cormnpromise public health. '

The Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta has issued wamings to the
CNMI regarding the threat of sexu-
ally ransmitted diseases suchas HIV
and syphilis.

Villagomez said the enforcement
of the emergency health screening
requirement is reaping positive re-
sults with the identification of several
cases of syphilis, tuberculosis and
HIV among nonresident workers.

The Division of Public Health has
received 133 referrals to the Chest
Clinic and 52 referrals to the STD/
HIV Clinic

At present, there have been 48
referrals for syphilis. Of this, 10cases
have already been confirmed, out-

Risk of HIV, STDs rising

numbering the cases documented
by the health department last year.

There have also been two con-
firmed casesof HIV infection, while
the DPH gets notification on the
possibility of at least two additional
HIV cases from among the nontesi-
dent workers community.

The fournew cases of HIV infec-
tion among guest workers brought
to 17 the total number of confirmed
cases in the CNML Infection from
the virus leads to AIDS, a disease
thatdestroys the humanbody s natu-
ral defense systems.

DPH officials said they are ex-
pecling to unravel more cases of
HIV and other sexually transmitted
diseases including syphilis.

HIV infection is mostly asymp-
tomatic. AIDS is a disease caused
by the entry of HIV in the body’s
internal tissues like blood vessels.

The disease was first detected in
the CNMI in 1983,

MYVB gears for Tourism Month

By Rick Alberto

Variely News Staff
THE C.N.M.L this year is opting to
give importance to tourism for the
whole month of May instead of ob-
serving Tourism Week as it has done
for the past several years.

“Ithas always been atourism week
for budget purposes, but now we can

WOODEN
BOOKSHELVES

TEL. NO. 235-7612

IF INTERESTED PLS. CONTACT
VERONICA AT:

—~

think creatively and break down the
paradigm of the way we think,” ex-
plained NormanBerg, Marianas Visi-
tors Bureau marketing manager, who
chairs the Tourism Month commit-
tee.

Berg said the budget for the cel-
ebration is the same as last year but
that “we’re just trying to take the
money that we have and use it over a
longer period.”

The Tourism Month, with the
theme*“Towards Tourism 2000, will
be kicked off with a block party on
Hotel Street in Garapan's tourist belt
on May 1 starting at 6 p.m. Local
bands will play and food and handi-
craft booths will sell their ware.

Theblock partyhasbeenheld since
1995,accordingtoMVB’sJack Diaz,
a committee member.

Otherevents lined up for the Tour-
ism Month include a 5-km fun run at
the BeachRoad Pathway,adayof fun
fortheelderly citizens,ormanamkos,
youtheducational familiarizationtour,

local food fair, essay contest, a job
fair, and a recognition dinner.

Berg said that this year they will
increase the number of student par-
ticipants to the familiarization tour
from five to 45. ‘

The participants were winnersina

coconui finding contest.

They undergo guided tours to
Managaha and other places of his-
torical and cultural attraction, go ba-
nana boat rides and parasailing, sub-
marine tour, and other tourist activi-
ties so they “‘can experience what our
visitors experience on a daily basis,”
Berg said.

Bergalsosaid thatduring the Tour-
ism Month, alocal band will be play-
ing at the airport to greet incoming
visitors.

Berg said the MVB got the idea
from Manilawhere he and Managing
Director Anicia Q. Tomokane at-

tended the annuaj conference of the

Pacific Asia Travel Association last
March 29-April 2.

Teno to sign bills on child
adoption, retirement perks

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Stalf
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday said he will sign into
law legislation that would amend
retirement regulations and pro-
vide child support guidelines for
the Superior Court.

Expected to be signed yester-
day, ortoday, are House Bills 11-
56 and 11-62.

H.B. 11-56 was introduced by
House Majority Leader Ana S.
Teregeyo (R-Prec. 1, Saipan).

It seeks to authorize the adop-
tion of court rules to establish
child support for the Superior

Court’s Family Court Division.

The bill states that the guide-
lines will implement the follow-
ing guidelines:

+ Uniformity in child support
awards.

+ Ensuring that children from
single parenthomes have the same
or similar financial security that
they would have if they lived ina
traditional, two parent family
home.

+ A reduction in litigation and
costs attributable to child support
disputes by encouraging settle-
ment between custodial and non-

Continued on page 20
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US aid pours into Marshalls

By Giff Johnson
MAJURO — The El Niiio
drought is expected to continue
for at least two more months in
the Marshall Islands. But the ar-
rival of $6.5 million in U.S.-pro-
vided water making and delivery
equipment over the past week is
already easing the parched condi-
tion of these islands.

While U.S. disaster reliel has
been rushed to the Marshalls to
get water to islanders suffering
from the now four month old
drought, the islands are also eli-
gible for nearly $1 million in haz-

ard mitigation funding from the
U.S. to improve the country’s ca-
pacity to withstand a future
drought.

The U.S. aid is the result of
President Clinton’s disaster dec-
laration in late March.

At the weckend, within three
days of their arrival, three water
making units were turmning salt
walter into potable water for Ebeye
[sland’s population of 11,000 who
have no sources of fresh water
other than water barged by the
U.S. Army from the missile test-
ing range at Kwajaleinthree miles

FAS economies to suffer
after Compact funds end

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—The
regional economist for the Bank
of Hawaii, Wali Osman, says the
standard of living in the U.S. ter-
ritory of Guam and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands is similar to that in Hawaii
and the U.S. mainland.

However, he says that this is
not the case elsewhere in the
Micronesian area associated with
the United States.

Osman points out that while the
now independent nations of the
Federated States of Micronesia,
the Marshall Islands and Palau
have seen significant economic
benefits from their Compacts of
Free Association with the U.S.,
the former UN Trust Territories’
economies would suffer signifi-

- cantly if the Compacts’ financing

isnotrenewed beginning in 2001.
He said in the FSM, for ex-
ample, per capita income could
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Wali Osman

drop to near US$2,000.

Although several Pacific Is-
lands region countries have the
potential to prosper economically,
particularly mineral-rich Papua
New Guinea, the Bank of Hawaii
vice president says the only other
Pacific areas with relatively high
standards of living now, are
French Polynesia and New
Caledonia.

away.
The water makers on Ebeye are
producing more than 50,000 gal-
lons a day, according to John
Heard, the disaster relief project
manager for Brown and Root Ser-
vices, a Houston, Texas [irm
whichis on contract with the gov-
ernment to provide and operate
the water equipment,
Sevenother water making units
arrived in Majuro, the Marshalls’
capital, Saturday afternoon, and
work crews were busy yesterday
and today (Tuesday April 14) con-
necting and testing the units.
Five of the water makers will
provide 100,000 gallons each day

to Majuro’s population, while the
remaining two will go to Jaluit, a
remote outer atoll that hosts a
large public high school, to pro-
vide that island with 25,000 gal-
lons daily.

Meanwhile, government disas-
ter officials are moving to access
close to $1 million in hazard miti-
gation funds to be ready for the
next drought.

Although the exact amount of
funding for projects to prevent
future disaster situations is not
certain, itis anticipated that it will
be in the range of $800,000, ac-
cording to Susan Murray, a U.S.
Federal Emergency Management

Agency official who briefed offi-
cials in Majuro on Monday.

Murray said the program seeks
“longer term solutions to drought
conditions” in the Marshall Is-
lands.

Murray said that the FEMA
money could be used for such
projects as building community
and household water catchment
tanks to increase holding capac-
ity for fresh water and for drilling
ground wells.

FEMA provides 75 percent of
the funding, while the Marshall
Islands must put up a 25 percent
match to gain access to the U.S.
emergency aid.

SAN FRANCISCO--A fed-
eral judge embroiled in allega-
tions of improper conduct is
scheduled to speak on Saipan
on April 24 and 25, a news
release from the law firm Muller
and Thompson said.

Judge Alfred T. Goodwin,
former Chief Judge of the
United States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit, based in
San Francisco, has sparked a
controversy due to his letter to
a Guam judge allegedly seek-
ing to influence the Guam
judge’s handling of the trial of
the manaccused of killing Judge
Goodwin’s former law clerk.

ciscoRecorder, Judge Goodwin
wrote alettertoPresiding Judge
Alberto Lamorena of the Supe-

As reported in the San Fran-'

Controversial judge to give
address on criminal law

rior Court of Guam urging Judge
Lamorena to “bring this matter to
an early conclusion,”

Judge Goodwin also referred to
the accused, Cezar B. Dizon, as a
“murderer.”

In his letter, addressed to
“Alberto,” Judge Goodwin noted
his friendship with Judge
Lamorena and asked for his help
in this matter. :

Asaresult of Judge Goodwin’s
letter, defense counsel has asked
Judge Lamorena to disqualify
himself from the case.

According to defense attorney

Mitch Thompson, “Whena judge -

receives a letter such as Judge
Goodwin’s, the judge should
promptly advise all parties about
the contact. But that’s not what
happened in this case.”

Accoring tocourtdocuments,
Judge Lamorena did not volun-
tarily turn over Judge
Goodwin’s letter to all parties.

Instead, the defense team did
not learn about the letter until
one defense attorney inadvert-
ently overheard the prosecutor
discussing the letter with some-
one else.

The disqualification of Judge
Lamorena is set to be heard on
April 17 in the Superior Court
of Guam.

Meanwhile, Judge Goodwin
is scheduled to give an address
on criminal law at a meeting of
lawyers in Saipan on April 24
and 25. ,

Judge Goodwin is also set to
give the same talk to Guam law-
yers on May 1. :

International Airport.

project.

project.

PETER J. BARLAS
Acting Director

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Coastal Resources Management Program
(CRMP) will be holding a public hearing regarding
Coastal Permit Application No. TMS-97-X-294
submitted by the Commonwealth Ports Authority
for the construction/expansion of the Tinian

The public hearing is scheduled for Thursday, April
30, 1998 at 6:30 pm at the Tinian High School
Cafeteria in San Jose Village, Tinian.

The public is invited to attend and to submit
written comments and/or to make oral comments
regarding this project. All written and oral
comments received will be made a part of the
permit application record, and will be considered
in any decision made concerning the proposed

Please contact Coastal Resources Management at
934-6623/7320 or 3907 if you have any questions
or require further information regarding this

Coastal Resources Management

Monday thru Friday, 7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Saturday and Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

olden 9obster
cgﬂhstag‘mnt

Beach Road, Susupe across Grand Hotel
Opens Daily 6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Tel. No. 234-7658
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Flag protest on in PRI RUNE L9 U
American Samoa Samoa welcomes ESCAP
report on island growth

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)—The
people of Mauputasi District in
American Samoa will join Senate
President Lutu Fuimaono's pro-
test against the holding of this
vear's flag raising ceremony out-
side of Mauputasi. Last week Lutu
announced that he will sit out of
the official ceremony as a per-
sonal protest againstthe ceremony
not being heldinhis district, where
the United States flag was first
raised in 1900,

PagoPago village is supporting
Lutu's stance and will also not be

attending the ceremony to be held
this year at the Veteran’s Memo-
rial Stadium in Tafuna.

Instead Pago Puago and
Fagatogo villagers will join Lutu
in hoisting the flag of the US and
American Samoa at the Malae O
Le Talu in Fagatogo. Friday.

It’s believed that all the repre-
sentatives and senators of the
Mauputasi district will not be at-
tending the official {lag raising at
the Veterans Memorial Stadium
Thursday. but will be attending
the unofticial one Friday.

Fiji fuel firms hit for

high gasoline prices

SUVA (Pacnews)—Petroleum

companies in Fiji have come under

criticism for their high fuel prices

from a prominent Navua lawyer
and former speakerof the House of

Representatives, Sir Vijay Singh.
SirVijay.whowas addressing Suva
members of the Bank Employees
Union on the proposed national

strike next week. says he cannot un-
derstand why petrol prices are NOT
being lowered in Fiji despite sharp
falls in world crude oil prices.

Island Networks Corporation re-
POIts.

He says thisisa perfect” example
of where competition among busi-
nesses ends in identical fuel prices.

APIA (Pacnews)—Samoa has
called the 1998 ESCAP report on
the country a positive view of
Samoa’s economic activity over
the last year.

Samoa is among two Puacific
island countries which recorded
positive economic growth during
the 1996-97 period, according to
the 1998 report produced by the
United Nations Economics and
Social Commission of Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP), Radio 2AP
Ireports.

The report puts Samoa’s 7%
economniic growth as twice as bet-
ter-off than most Pacific coun-
tries.

The other country which fe-
corded a 4% growth was Solomon

Islands.

Their growth rates was based
primarily on increasing agricul-
tural performance.

The report says countries under
3% growth will face a worse
perfomance this year with nega-
tive impact of the regional cur-

rency crisis affecting mainly ex-
ports.

The report further reflected Pa-
cific countries to be affected by a
decline in foreign aid, low invest-
ment levels and a continued de-
pendence for growthon commod-
ity prices.

These commodity prices will
be declining on world markets as
aresultof the crash of most strong
Asian economies impacting on
main importers like New Zealand
and Australia.

RAROTONGA (Pacnews)—A
39 year old Cook Islands man
whowas on the news recently for
aflegedly molesting a 6-year old
boy in Rarotonga last month has
died.

John Yoane Iro, was found
hanging in his Arorangi prison
cell Sunday morning.

Alleged child molester kills self

He had hung himself with atowel
late Saturday night, AKTIV Cook
Islands reports.

Police say there were no suspi-
cious circumstances surrounding
Iro’s death.

He was buried in his home vil-
lage of Titikaveka on Easter Mon-
day.

Iro was onprobationforasimilar
offence last May, at the time of his
last offence.

The court then decided to hold
him in custody for fear of public
enrage.

Althoughsuicideisnotcommon
inthe CookIslands, Iro’s case isthe
second in the last six months.

Company to launch
rockets in Kiribati

TARAWA (Pacnews)—A team
from the Sea Launch company has
presented a proposed plan to the
Kiribati government to launch rock-
ets near Kiritimati island in October.

Sea Launch company is a consor-
tiumof Boeing of America, and Rus-
sian and Europeancompanies, Radio
Kiribati reports.
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Tax Time Loans Available at Norwest Financial ¥

Expecting a Refund? There’s no need to wait! A Norwest Financial loan can be used now for whatever
you wish. Then, when you receive your refund, simply pay off your loan or, if you prefer, continue
making your regular payments.

Paying Taxes? An affordable Norwest Financial tax loan lets you pay the IRS in full, while letting you
budget your payments over a period of time that may make it more comfortable to handle.

i At tax time or any time, Norwest Financial is the one to call

Take advantage of our
Saturday hours
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

i o Saipan, MP 96950

§ Norwest Financial Loan Request Fax Form tel 235-6030

. _ fax 670/235-6040
Complete and fax to Norwest Financial www.norwestfinancial.com
Name: - Social Security number:

¥ Address: S

i Loan amount requested: $ Monthly income* (after payroll deduction): $

¥ Telephone number: (home) (work) -
§ Besttime to call: Birthdate:

5

; “Income from alimony, child support, and separate maintenance need not be shown if you do not wish it

considered as a basis for repayment.
$ 355353553555 F5$5IPFI 5P $5 5555555355555 5555555358558585858585$

NORWEST FINANCIAL
Joeten Dandan Commercial Bldg.
Dandan, Northern Mariana Islands

SPS 882 Box 10006
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The vice president and general
counselforSealLaunch, VaiolaBrady,
and manager and engineer, Marc
Manse, say they will operate fromthe

. company shiptobe located 230 miles

away from Kiritimati island.
The ship will carry allits personnel
and equipment to the spot. '
The rockets to be launched will be
used to carry satellite into space.

Truce group :
head hails
rebel support

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)—
The commander of the Truce Moni-
toring Group on Bougainville, Colo-
nel Jeremiah Mateparae, has praised
the Bougainville rebel leadership for
giving the monitors its support.

Col Matepurae made special men-
tionof rebel leaders Joseph Kabui:nd
Sam Kauona saying that the kind of
support TMG was getting from these
two men indicated that the rank and
file within the rebel hicrarchy wanted
total peace on Bougainville.

“Though we have at times had
isolated incidents of violations, we
have been assurred that these inci-
dences were caused by certain ele-
ments of the (rebels) who have their
own agendas,” he said.

The incidents Col Mateparae was
referring toinvolved somerebel mem-
bersrestricling themovementof TMG
to the south of Aropa and up to
Panguna.

But he said otherwise everything
was looking okay and would go on
smoothly tothe ceasefiircon April 30.

Col Mateparae alsoreaffirmed New
Zealand’s total commitment in find-
ing lasting solutions 1o the crisis.

A permanent ceasefire takes effect
on Bougainville on April 30 and a
Peace Monitoring Group will take
over from TMG from that day.

US pushes for
financial overhaul

By Martin Crutsinger
WASHINGTON (AP) — Scek-
ing to avert future Asian-style eco-
nomic crises. the Clinton adminis-
wation unveiled proposals Tues-
daytooverhaul the “architecture of
the intermational financial system.™

At the same time, top adminis-
ration officials increased pressure
on Japan to play a bigger role in
resolving the current troubles, with
U.S. Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky complaining
that “'the United States cannot be
the only engine of global growth.”

The administration’s proposals,
put forward by Treasury Secretary
Robert Rubin, emphasized increas-
ing the amount of data about a
nation’s financial health that is
made public by the International
Monetary Fund, bolstering weak
banking regulations and pushing
efforts to ensure that investors and
banks pay the price for risky prac-
tices.

Rubin conceded that these is-
sues,especially the proper approach
tomake investors pay for their mis-
takes, involved issues of enormous
complexity and would likely be
resolved only in pieces over an
extended period of time.™

But he said it was critical thit
progress be made during a series of
meetings this week. Finance minis-
ters and central bank presidents of the
world'ssevenrichestindustrial coun-
uies — the United States, Japan,
Germany, France, Britain, Ttaly and
Canada — were to start the discus-
sions Wednesday, before a Thursday
conference of 22 rich and developing
countries thatwill be hosted by Rubin
and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan.

Those meetings and concurrent
sessions of the 180-nation IMF and
its sister lending agency, the World
Bank.wereexpectedtobedominated
by the Asian crisis. which forced the
IMF 10 assemble more than $100
billion in emergency bailout funds
last year for Thailund, Indonesia and
South Korea.

The IMF on Monday forecast that
the Asian turmoil would cut world
output by 1.2 percentage points this
year, reducing economic growth 0
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IMF Managing Director Michel Camdessus talks about the world

economic outlook during an address at IMF headquarters in Washing-
ton Tuesday. Clinton administration officials meeting with world finan-
cial officials this week will push for new global reforms. ap

3.1 percent, the lowest in five ycars.

While the United States has so far
been largely untouched, the Asian
crisis caused history s worst one-day
point loss on Wal} Street last October
and is expected to push America’s
trade deficit to a record this year as
flattened Asian economies cut pur-
chases of U.S. products.

Rubin said the package of U.S.
proposalssoughttoaddress thecauses
of the crisis, in particular shaky bank-
ing systems and a lack of reliable
financial data from developing coun-
tries.

“The Asiancrisishasdemonstrated
how badly flawed financial sectors in
afew developing countries and inad-
equate risk assessment by interna-
tional creditorsand investorscanhave
significantimpactincountries around
the globe,” he said in a speech at the
Brookings Institution.

Later, briefing reporters, Rubinre-
peated criticism the administration
has been making with increasing
emphasis in recent weeks that Japun
must do more to restart its moribund
economy as a way of providing a
marketnotonly foritstroubled Asian
neighbors but also for U.S. exports.

Bowing to intense pressure from
the United States and other countries,
Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto last week announced a
$76 billjon stimulus package.

Rubin said*"Hashimoto took some
important steps” butthat the adminis-
wration was still withholding judg-

ment until it saw more details of how
the stimulus effort would be imple-
mented to boost Japan’s economy,
whichhas been in the doldrums most
of this decade.

Barshefsky, speaking at the U.S.
Naval Academywasevenmore blunt,
saying the administration wanted to
see Japan “‘aggressively deregulate
its economy and increase market ac-
cess for goods and services,” provide
meaningful stimulus efforts to boost
domestic growth and move tobolster
its weak banking system.

“The United States cannot be the
only engine of global growth or the
sole buyer of goods to absoib the
uemendous productive capacity of
Asia,” she said.

Many of the administration’s pro-
posals for financial system reform
were likely to be endorsed by the
IMF, which has come under heavy
criticism from Congress on grounds
of excessive secrecy and failing lo
detect the brewing Asian crisis.

IMF Managing Director Michel
Camdessus told reporters Tuesday
that he expected officials toendorse a
“code of conduct on fiscal ranspar-
ency” that would expand the types of
economicdatacountries wouldmake
public through the IMF surveillance
process so that investors would have
more information on which to base
their decisions.

“We want to have asystem well-
established on a rock solid base,”
Camdessus said.

ar/os Andres Perez

By BART JONES
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) —
Former President Carlos Andres
Perez was charged Tuesday with
illegal enrichment, and an arrest
warrant was issued for him and
his mistress.

Perez, one of Latin America’s

Former Venezuelan president
charged with illegal enrichment

mostcontroversial politicians who
was impeached in 1993, is ac-
cused of depositing ill-gotten
funds in several U.S. bank ac-
counts, according to judges who
announced the indictment Tues-
day.

The amount of money Perez
and longtime companion Cecilia
Matos kept in the accounts far
exceeded their earnings as public
officials, Judge Edith Cabello de
Requena said at a press confer-
ence.

Perez, 74, was ordered confined
to his house instead of jail be-
cause of his age.

Matos lives in New York City
and it was not immediately clear
if Venczucla would request her
extradition.

At a press conference at his

downtown Caracas office, a de-
fiant Perez said the charges are
part of a political plot to dis-
credit him, and that he would
not abandon his campaign for a
Senate seat in December elec-
tions. '

“I'm indignant,” Perez said.
“They’re trying to prevent me
from becoming a senator but...
I'm going to do it.”

Perez is running for a Senate
seat in December elections, and
it was not clear if Tuesday’s
indictment would affect that bid.

Perez has acknowledged he
and Matos held one joint bank
account in New York, butsaid it
was to hold campaign funds that
totaled amaximum of $ 37,850.

He says the account was

closed six years ago.
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IMF hikes predictions of economic harm.

Asia woes to slow world growth

o

- W

Indonesian students shout slogans during an anti-government rally in front of Gadjah Mada University in

Yogyakarta. east of Jakarta Tuesday. About 200 students turned out for the protest which demanded
government reform and accountability for the economic crisis which has driven up prices of basic food staples
creating increased hardships for millions of the country’s poor. AP

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Asia’s financial firestorm will
slow world economic growth
more than previously believed.
the International Monetary Fund
said in a sober new assessment of
global prospects.

One major uncertainty is
whether Japan can pull out of its
stall.

The IMF forecast that the
world's output of goods and scr-
vices will rise by just 3.1 percent
this vear, the slowest pace in five
years, after erowth of 4.1 percent
in both 1997 and 1996. Last De-
cember, the IMF had predicted
erowth of 3.5 percent for 1998.

Japan, the world’s second larg-
est economy, will see no growth
atall this year, and the three coun-
tries at the epicenter of the eco-
nomic crisis— South Korea, Thai-
land and Indonesia — will suffer
outright recessions, the IMF pre-
dicted Monday.

The three were forced to seek
multibillion-doliar IMF bailouts
aimed at stabilizing their battered
econoniies.

While the IMF saw spreading
weakness in Japan and other Asian
nations, itsnew “World Economic
Outlook™ said the United States,
Canada and Europe have man-
aged thus far to escape serious
adverse consequences.

IMF Managing Director Michel
Camdessus was expected to add
his own comments on the report
at a news conference Tuesday.

The IMF actually boosted its
erowth forecast for the United
States to 2.9 percent, up from 2.4
percent in December, as falling
interest rates in the United States
and the strength of the dollar have
up to now offset Asia’s negative
effects on U.S. manufacturers.

Still, the IMF projected a sharp
widening in America’s current
accounttrade deficit, predicting it
would soar 37 percent to a record
$ 228 billion this year and remain
at that level in 1999.

Japanese officials are likely to
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come under increased pressure
this week as finance ministers and
central bank presidents of the
world’s seven major industrial-
ized countries meet Wednesday
in advance of the spring meetings
of the 182-nation IMF and its
sister lending agency, the World
Bank.

The ministers from the group
of seven then join counterparts
from 15 developing nations in
Asia, Latin America and eastern
Europe on Thursday to see what
lessons can be learned from the
Asian crisis to strengthen the
world financial system and pre-
vent future crises.

Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Rus-
sia, Poland and several Asian na-
tions are taking part in the talks.

Monday’s IMF economic pro-
jection is the latest in a series of
attempts by the fund to assess the
damage from tumbling Asiancur-
rencies and stock markets and
notes that “considerable uncer-
tainty remains.”

“It is already apparent that the
crisis and its likely effects are

more severe than they initially
appeared,” the IMF said.

The IMF’s chief economist
Michael Mussasaid IMFrescue pack-
ages have put a heavy emphasis on
reforming banks and other financial
institutions.

*Youreconomic policies and your
financial institutions need to be suffi-
ciently strong so that if the big bad
wolf comes huffing and puffing you
can survive,” Mussa said Monday.

Among successful countries he
mentioned were Brazil, Russia and
the Czech Republic.

He also said there definitely are
countries that need to be con-
cerned about a financial crisis but
he refused to name them.

As for the United States, he
expressed some worry but said
the U.S. economy could withstand
a 20 percent or roughly 1,800
point drop in the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average.

“While I think there needs to be
concern about U.S. equity mar-
kets, I don’t feel there is reason to
fear large adverse consequences
from a correction,” he said.

economic development said.

motherboards for export.

in Mexico.

Taiwan’s Acer to invest
in Mexico computer plant

MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) — Taiwanese computer maker
Acer Inc. will ifivest dirs 400 million on a new plant in the northern
Mexican state of Chihuahua, the state government said Tuesday.
Construction is to begin Thursday on the new factory in the
northemn border city of Ciudad Juarez, the Chihuahua office of

No date was given for completion of the project.
The new plant, with 1,500 permanent employees, will produce

Acerhad announced last week that it would build a second factory

Its first plant, in the border city of Mexicali, opened in July and
is expected to produce 1.8 million monitors a year.
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A fish farmer collects dead fish floating in a bay south of Hong Kong

Island Tuesday. Hong Kong's fish farming industry is devastated by red
tides, caused by fast-breeding micro-organisms that give out toxins to
kill the fish. At least 1,200 tons of fish - half of the territory’s fish stock

- has been killed. ap
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China-Taiwan talks take time

By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) —
Taiwan's acceptance of an invita-
tion foradelegation to visit China
is a step towards resuming talks,
but more contacts are needed to
heal their three-year rift in rela-
tions, analysts said Tuesday.

The invitation from China’s
semi-official Association for Re-
lations Across the Taiwan Strait
was the most concrete develop-
ment since the two sides began
discussing a meeting last Decem-
ber.

It called for a high-ranking of-
ficial from the Taiwan side to
visit Beijing next Tuesday and
Wednesday, and offered a com-
promise by dropping insistence
that talks touch on political is-
sues.

Tarwan wants to limit the talks
toconcrele issues like settling tish-
ing disputes and repatriating hi-
jackers.

Wary efforts at bringing the two
sides closer together were broken
of fby mainland China three years
ago after the visit of Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-hui to the
United States.

China claims sovereignty over
Taiwan, where defeated Nation-
alist forces fled after losing the
Chinese civil warin 1949, Beijing
considered Lee’s trip an attempt
to win international recognition
for Taiwanese independence.

It threatens to invade the island
if it declares independence.

Suspension of the talks led to a
sharp worsening in relations be-
tween the two sides.

g /. ’%}

Now greatly reduced tensions
have opened the possibility of a
renewal of talks.

The Taiwanese Cabinet’s
Mainland Affairs Council said
Tuesday the visit could take
place on April 27, but did not
say who would be sent.

Chang Wu-yuch, a professor
at Tamkang University’s Cen-
ter for Mainland Studies in Tai-
wan, said anything more ambi-
tious like restarting regular talks
between the two sides would
have to await a steady upgrad-
ing of contacts.

The secretary-general of
Taiwan’s negotiating body, the
Straits Exchange Foundation,
may follow this month’s visit
with a tripto China immediately
after President Clinton’s June
trip to China, Chang said.

It things go well, that could
lead to an informal trip to China
by the chairman of the Taiwan-
esenegotiating body, KooChen-
fu, later this year, leading to
agreement to restart the talks.

Taiwan and China have ex-
changed a series of letters since
December on a visit to break the
ice between them.

While time is needed to bring
the sides together, other devel-
opments including the outcome
of Clinton’s visit could delay
the pace of rapprochement, said
Yang Kai-huang, vice president
of the Mainland China Studies
Association.

Taiwan could balk if one of its
relatively few remaining allies
suddenly switched recognition

i o A L 0 . I R U\.“, " .
Two Chinese women walk past pairs of fake Levi 501 jeans on sale at

a Beijing street market Sunday. Levi Strauss and Co., who pulled out
of China in 1993 citing human rights abuses in the country, are
considering renewing operations in China this year. AP

China to build national
theater near Tiananmen

BEIJING (AP) — Chinais plan-
ning to build a new national per-
forming arts complex near
Tiananmen Square, state media
reported Tuesday. )

The 3.5 billion yuan ($ 420 mil-
lion) National Grand Theater will be
built on the western side of the gov-
emmentassembly building, the Great
Hall of the People.

[t will have a 2,500-scat opera
house, a 2,000-scat concert hall, a
], 200-scat theater and a 3(0-scat re-
hearsal hall.

Twenty-one foreign wehitectural
companics and 19 Chinese compa-
nies began o bidding process on
Monday to design the complex,
the Xinhua News Agency re-
ported.

The winning design will be se-
lected in July.

“The design should bring home
at first sight that this is a theater,
nothing else, with Chinese charac-
teristics and in harmony with the
other buildings on Tiananmen
Square,”the ChinaDaily quoted Wan
Siquan, an official with a committee
of the project’s investors and manag-
ers, 1S saying.

China planned to build a national
theater 39 years ago, but the project
was put off for lack of funds.

Old one-story buildings already
have been razed behind the Great
Hall, apillared 1950s-erabuilding on
the square in central Beijing.

Consuuctionisexpectedtobecom-
pleted in four years, Xinhua said.

to Beijing, or if the U.S.-Chinese
summit produced any statements
that seemed to harm Taipei’s in-
terests, Yang said.

If the summit goes badly or
Taipei becomesnewly aggressive
on the diplomatic front, Beijing
could stall, he said.

Even if the contacts go

smoothly, the sides still need to
overcome distrust and agree on a
common agenda, Yang said.

“There may be still a consider-
able amount of time, and a con-
siderable number of variables
before regular talks start again,”
Yang said.

The two negotiatiing bodies

held many rounds of negotiations on
solving concreteissues between 1993-
1995.

Taiwan wants the talks to pick up
where they left off, but Beijing has
insisted in the past that Taipei at least
agree to discuss some political is-
sues— atacit recognition that the
two side are part of one China.
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2nd AMENDED REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS =

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), represented by Mr. Juan S.
Tenorio, Chairman, and the Department of Public Works are soliciting sealed proposals for the Installation
of Lighting of the Baseball Field in Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Proposals
in duplicate, will be accepted at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan, Saipan until 2:00 p.m., local time,
April 22, 1998, at which time and place all proposals will be opened and read aloud. Any proposals received
after the above time will not be accepted under any circumstances.

Abond of 15% of the total bid price must accompany the proposal. This security may be Certified Check,
Cashier's Check, or Bid Bond, made payable to the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation.

The proposer is required to submit with the proposal: 1) a copy of a current CNMI-issued business license;
2) updated financial statement; 3) listing of existing and past projects including completion dates; 4) certification
of tax compliance from the Department of Revenue and Taxation; 5) written confirmation from a reputable
bonding firm as to the company’s capability to obtain bond insurance and performance and payment bond;
6) copy of Builder's Risk and Workmen's Compensation coverage; 7) listing of manpower with copies of
CNMI-issued work permits; and 8) listing of equipments.

Plans and Specifications of the project are available from the Technical Services Division, Department of
Public Works, Saipan, on or after February 25, 1998. A non-refundable payment of $150.00 is required for
each set; payment made payable to the NMHC.

Attention is called to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968 which requires the
provision of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the project, to low income
project area residents and business concerns. NMHC also notifies proposers that it will affirmatively ensure
that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and women's business enterprises
will be accorded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this RFP.

Attention is further called to the Labor Standards Provision for Wage Rate Determination of the
Commonwealth, Classification and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum
salaries and wages as set forth in the Contract Document, must be paid on this project.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any imperfections in the said
proposals, if in its sole opinion, to do so would be in the government's best interest. All proposals shall
become the property of the Commonwealth Government,

/s/ JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board

Northern Marianas Housing Corporation

| - JOHN B. CEPEDA
Acting Secretary of Public Works

HERMAN SABLAN

Acting Director, Procurement & Supply

February 13, 1998
Date

February 17, 1998

February 17, 1998
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Troops pursue Khmer Rouge

By ROBIN MCDOWELL
SIEM REAP, Cambodia (AP)
— The Cambodian army skir-
mished on Tuesday with Khmer
Rouge rebels trapped in a moun-

tainous arca near one of their

former strongholds and the Thai
border.

The battles took place about six
kilometers (3.7 miles) north of
Anlong Veng, aonce impregnable
euerrilla fortress that now re-
sembles an cerie ghost town pa-
trolled by government soldiers.

Most of the fighting was being
carried out by Khmer Rouge de-
fectors, now supported by the gov-

ernment, against their former

hard-line comrades who refuse to
make peace with Phnom Penh.

Despite the fighting, Cambo-

dianChief of Military Operations
Chea Saran said. the army’s pri-
mary aimis to bring a speedy end
to the Khmer Rouge through fur-
ther negotiations.

“Defectors are trying totalk the
remaining hard-liners into giving
up,” Chea Saran said.

Some 5,000 defectors are wait-
ing in O Bai Tap, 40 kilometers
(25.miles) south of Anlong Veng.

The government has promised
to send them and their families
back 1o Anlong Veng once it is

safe.

A Khmer Rouge defector stands next to a Cambod/an governmer‘t
soldier in the guerrilla’s former strongholds of Anlong Veng Monday.
The Cambodian army skimished with the rebels trapped in a mountain-
ous area near Anlong Veng and the Thai border Tuesday. AP
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We, the family of the late

MANUEL DIAZ MUNA

cordially invite our friends and relatives to join us in
prayers as we commemorate the “ First Anniversary”
into his eternal home with God.

Nightly rosary will be held at 7:00pm at the family’s

residence in Chalan Kanoa, beginning on Saturday,
April 18, 1998 until Sunday, April 26, 1998.

Memorial mass will be offered on the eighth day,

Saturday, April 25, 1998 at 5:00pm at the Mt. Carmel

Cathedral in Susupe followed by a dinner reception

\/.

=Y. at the family’s residence in Chalan Kanoa. %

‘,"" . o 5
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P ’—f'—’fﬁ Elphidia Reyes Mufia and Family 57~ o
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Foreign diplomats, including
U.S. Ambassador Kenneth Quinn,
traveled to O Bai Tap in govern-
ment helicopters to see progress
in the fighting Tuesday.

The army allowed journalists
into Anlong Veng on Monday.

The sprawling base stands deso-
late at the foot of the Dangkrek
Mountains near the Thai border.

In those jungle peaks, Pol Pot,
the notorious former Khmer
Rouge leader; current rebel chief
Ta Mok; and an undetermined
number of rebels are holed up,
making a last desperate stand.

Signs are still posted in Anlong
Veng reminding residents of the
rules of "Angkar,” or the Khmer
Rouge organization.

Freshly painted placaids in an
empty classroom instruct students
they can only marry sons and
daughters of Anlong Veng, that
merchandise cannot be sold with-

oul permission, and that contact
with outsiders is forbidden.

The penalty for violating these
rules was death, the sign warns.

The plush home of Ta Mok,
who became chief of the Khmer
Rouge after seizing power from
Pol Pot in June, was opened for
viewing by government soldiers
who lolled about on the verandah.

Ancient art works — believed
to have been stolen from the 12th-
century Angkor Wat temple com-
plex — line the front walkway,
and murals of the temples deco-
rate the walls.

Ta Mok’s house overlooks a
man-made reservoir, where dead
trees now jut from the water like
skeletal remains.

“We believe Ta Mok may be in
Thaiterritory, which makesit very

" difficult for us to catch him,” said

Gen. Huy Keo, who has been
fighting the Khmer Rouge since

1977.

A Thai military officer along’
the border told The Associated
Press in Bangkok that no requests
for refuge had come from the
Khmer Rouge.

However, about 10,000 troops
and civilians were just over the
border and would be allowed to
cross into Thai territory if fight-
ing came closer, he said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Under the Khmer -Rouge, as
many as many as two million
Cambodians died through over-
work, starvation, illness and ex-
ecution between 1975 and 1979.

Afterthey were ousted by Viet-
namese-backed troops, the Khmer
Rouge continued to wage guer-
rilla warfare against successive

Cambodian governments.

Today, largely through defec-
tions, the guerrillas appear to be
on their last legs.

OKYO (AP) —The U.S. dol-
larrose moderately against the
yen Tuesday as traders aban-
doned bets that Japan would
continue to intervene in cur-
rency markets to support its
currency. Tokyo stocks edged
lower.

The dollar rose to 130.26
yen in afternoon trading, up
0.82 yen from late Monday in
Tokyo and above its late New
York rate of 129.60 yen over-
night.

The Bank of Japan inter-
vened in foreign exchange
markets two days last week,
driving the dollar sharply lower
against the yen inan attempt to
help stabilize the Japanese
economy.

Many investors speculated
the central bank would drive
the dollar still lower.

But when the central bank
failed to appear in the market

Dollar rises, Tokyo stocks slip

Tuesday, the U.S. currency began
to strengthen, traders said.

“People are still worried about
intervention, but the BOJ hasn’t
been seen today. So those who
needed to buy dollars bought
them,” said Tatsuya Ishii, head of
customer foreign exchange at the
Tokyo office of Banque Nationale
de Paris.

On the Tokyo Stock Exchange,
share prices edged lower as in-
vestors remained wary of jump-
ing into the market ahead of
Wednesday's meeting in Wash-
ington of finance officials of the
Group of Seven nations.

The G-7 includes United States,
Japan, Britain, Germany, Canada,
italy and France.

At the meeting, Japan is ex-
pected to come under pressure to
take bolder measures to stimulate
its sagging economy, including
tax cuts even larger than the 6
trillion yen (§ 47 billion) decrease

announced last week.

The benchmark Nikkei Stock
Average of 225 selected issues
lost 40.26 points, or 0.25 per-
cent, to close at 16,277.32. On
Monday, the average closed
down 163.54 points, or 0.99
percent.

The Tokyo Stock Price Index
of all issues listed on the first
section fell 0.31 points, or 0.02
percent, to 1,242.60.

The TOPIX closeddown 8.44
points, or 0.68 percent, the day
before.

Trading on the main section
remained subdued at an esti-
mated 260 million shares, but
increased from Monday’s 180
million shares.

Meanwhile, the benchmark
No. 182 10-year Japanese gov-
ermnment bond was unchanged
from Monday’s close at a yield
of 1.560 percent and a price of
109.58 yen.

About 5, 000 childern participate in a march opposmgch//d labor Tuesda in Lahre The Glob I M
Against Child Labor which set off from Manila on Jan. 17 reached on Mor¥day Pakistan where mé;///or7a.srcc>,7f
children work in sweatshops.  ap
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Drought in New South Wales

SYDNEY. Australia (AP) —
Half of New South Wales is
drought-stricken and another
quarter of the state is well on the
way todrought, the state Agricul-
ture minister said Tuesday.

The state’s south and south-
west remained the worst hit., Ag-

riculture MinisterRichard Amery
said.

“Pasture conditions right across
the state have deteriorated dra-
matically with the unusually hot,
dry weather.

*Both sheep and cattle have lost
condition in many regions due to

the reduction of available pad-
dock feed,” he said.

Figures released by the minis-
ter last month showed 34 percent
of New South Wales was in
drought, with 38 percent ap-
proaching drought.

He said there is a “glimmer of

hope™ for an improvement in
conditions, with predictions sug-
gesting a 50 to 60 percent prob-
ability of average rainfall across
the state being exceeded between
April and June.

“On a positive note, I am
pleased to report the summer

crop harvest has shown sorghum
yielding particularly well,” Amery
said.

“Irrigation cotton has also
yielded well this season and the
rice harvest is progressing well,
however some quality problems
are being reported.”

Unions in last-ditch effort to prevent ships from loading

By PETER JAMES SPIELMANN
SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —
Union dock hands locked out of
Australian ports mounted a fast-
ditch campaign Tuesday to keep
non-union workers from unload-
ing ships by blocking trucks that
approached the terminals.

The Maritime Union of Austra-
lia will lose its campaign to keep
its monopoly on waterfront jobs
if the non-union workers brought
in by Patrick stevedore company
can get routine ship-servicing
operations under way.

Some 400 picketing dock work-
ers and their allies succeeded in
turning back six trucks that tried
to enter the company’s terminal
in Sydney to pick up cargo un-
loaded from ships by non-union
labor.

Police luter swooped on the
pickets, dragging dozens away,
including women and children,
and loading 22 into police vans
and taking them to a police sta-
tion, where they were released.

I brought my kids down with
me to what I was told was going to
be a peaceful picket. I wouldn’thave
brought them down if I"d known this
was going to happen,” said Thomas
Mitchel, as he clutched his frightened
daughters Nikita and Haley, in the
midst of the uproar.

Union secretary John Coombs
called the blockade a morale-boost-
ing victory for the union, which is
picketing major terminals
throughout Australia.

In Brisbane, about 20 union
dock workers delayed a freight
train on its way to the Port of
Brisbane for hours by standing
across the tracks until it retreated.

“They’ve not been successful
anywhere with trucks or trains,”
Coombs told reporters at the Port
Botany picket line.

“We're here for the long haul,”
he added. Using non-union work-
ers “won’t be a viable operation
simply because it can’'t be with
the workers outside the gate.”

On the other side of the gate

from where Coombs stood, secu-
rity guards with German shep-
herd dogs kept watch.

Patrick announced it will ask
the state Supreme Courts in New
South Wales and West Australia for
injunctions to prevent pickets from
blocking operations.

Compensation for property dam-
age during the dispute would also be
sought, Patrick said.

A consortium of international ship
owners is meeting to discuss setting
up a new stevedore company on the
Australian docks with union labor,
Coombsearliertold AustralianBroad-
casting Corp. radio.

Coombs said he felt confident the
majority of union workers would re-
ject any payout deal offered by the
govemment.

Patrick is using non-union
workers at terminals in Sydney,
Brisbane, Melbourne and
Newcastle.

Prime Minister John Howard’s
governmentisdetermined to break
the Maritime Unionof Australia, say-

Po/:ce struggle wn‘h a dock side worker outside the Pon‘ Botany shlpp/ng Iermmal in Sydney Tuesday after
a truck driven by a non unionionist, in background, arrived to collect cargo unloaded from the ships. Over 400
picketers struggled with police to stop the truck. ap

McKinnon mulls top Commonwealth post

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
(AP) — Foreign Affairs Minister
Don McKinnon on Tuesday con-
firmed he has been asked by Com-
monwealth countries 1o serve as
seeretary-general but hasn’t de-
cided whether to seck the post.

McKinnon had “not ruled it in
or out,” his office said.

His spokeswoman would not
identify or say how many of the 54
Commonwealth countries had ap-

proached McKinnon to stand for
the London-based post, or when
the approaches had been made.

She denied a newspaper report
that McKinnon was mounting an
informal campaign for the post,
which becomes vacantat the end of
next year, and that Ministry of For-
cign Affairs and Trade staff had
alrcady begun lobbying on his be-
half.

She also dismissed suggestions

McKinnonhad used arecent tripto
five African countries last month
informally to seek support.

The minister was coy Tuesday
about whether he would compete
for the position, telling the
Evening Post it was “an intrigu-
ing prospect.”

It has been raised before, buta
decision is not being made for 18
months and much can happen in
that time,” he said.

ing Australia lags behind other inter-
national ports in efficiency due to
overtime pay and other union job
rules.

Union allies counter that
Australia’s ports have older cranes

and poorer road access than major

hubs such as Rotterdam and
Singapore.

The current strike is the latest de-
velopment in a waterfront war
that began in 1996, when new
workplace laws restricted the
maritime union’s ability to strike.

Dock szdeworkers Ieaders with megaphones announce to over 400

picketers that the truck driven by a non unionist, in background, was
leaving the scene after they fought back police outside the Port Botany
shipping terminal in Sydney Tuesday. AP

the Humanities.

HUMANITIES COUNCIL 1998 GRANT CYCLE

The CNMI Council for the Humanities announces the
availability of funds for the 1998 grants cycle and is now
accepting applications for funding. Deadlines for 1998 major
grants ($2,000 and above) are: 1 May; 3 July; and 2 October.
Mini grants (under $2,000) and planning grants (up to $1,500)
may be submitted any time. The Council is particularly
interested in humanities projects that focus on improving
literacy through reading and discussions groups for preschool,
elementary, secondary and the out of school population. Grant
funds may be used to purchase books and related materials,
for fees, stipends, honoraria and travel costs for speakers,
discussion leaders and other scholars associated with the
project. The Council encourages applications to fund
workshops, seminars and symposia for teachers, parents, school
administrators and students to explore various methodologies,
curricula and the use and application of computer technology
and the internet to improve and enhance literacy throughout
the Commonwealth. The Council welcomes applications from
public and private schools, teachers and parent associations,
church groups, colleges and other nonprofit organizations. For
more information or for application forms, please call or visit
-our office at 235-4785, Ground Floor of King’s Plaza, Dandan.
The CNMI Council for the Humanities is a nonprofit, private
corporation funded, in part, by the National Endowment for
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Troops pursue

By ROBIN MCDOWELL

SIEM REAP, Cambodia (AP)
— The Cambodian army skir-
mished on Tuesday with Khmer
Rouge rebels trapped in a moun-
tainous area near one of their
former strongholds and the Thai
border.

The battles took place about six
kilometers (3.7 miles) north of
Anlong Veng, aonceimpregnable
guerrilla fortress that now re-
sembles an eerie ghost town pa-
trolled by government soldiers.

Most of the fighting was being
carried out by Khmer Rouge de-
{ectors, now supported by the gov-

crnment, against their former

i)
¢

P

e

hard-line comrades who refuse to
make peace with Phnom Penh.

Despite the fighting, Cambo-

dian Chief of Military Operations
Chea Saran said, the army’s pri-
mary aimis 1o bring a speedy end
to the Khmer Rouge through fur-
ther negotiations.

“Defectors are trying to talk the
remaining hard-liners into giving
up,” Chea Saran said.

Some 5,000 defectors are wait-
ing in O Bai Tap, 40 kilometers
(25.miles) south of Anlong Veng.

The government has promised
to send them and their families
back 10 Anlong Veng once it is

safe.

4 ‘uﬁh

A Khmer Rouge defector stands next to a Cambodian g

overnment

soldier in the guerrilla’s former strongholds of Anlong Veng Monday.
The Cambodian army skimished with the rebels trapped in a mountain-
ous area near Anlong Veng and the Thai border Tuesday. ap
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“" Anniversary
Rosary

We, the family of the late

MANUEL DIAZ MUNA

cordially invite our friends and relatives to jcin us in
prayers as we commemorate the “ First Anniversary”

into his eternal home with G

Nightly rosary will be held a
residence in Chalan Kanoa,

April 18, 1998 until Sunday, April 26, 1998. i

Memorial mass will be offe
Saturday, April 25, 1998 at 5:

\"“ Cathedral in Susupe followe

od.

t 7:00pm at the family’s
beginning on Saturday, |

red on the eighth day,
00pm at the Mt. Carmel !
d by a dinner reception

w.at the family’s residence in Chalan Kanoa. ‘Q,'}"
v o ~
\V’L’,«'/ e Bl Kindly join us. _— \V'
%, =%+ Elphidia Reyes Mufa and Family 7= e
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Foreign diplomats, including
U.S. Ambassador Kenneth Quinn,
traveled to O Bai Tap in govern-
ment helicopters to see progress
in the fighting Tuesday.

The army allowed journalists
into Anlong Veng on Monday.

The sprawling base stands deso-
late at the foot of the Dangkrek
Mountains near the Thai border.

In those jungle peaks, Pol Pot,
the notorious former Khmer
Rouge leader; current rebel chief
Ta Mok; and an undetermined
number of rebels are holed up,
making a last desperate stand.

Signs are still posted in Anlong
Veng reminding residents of the
rules of “Angkar,” or the Khmer
Rouge organization.

Freshly painted placards in an
empty classroom instruct students
they can only marry sons and
daughters of Anlong Veng, that
merchandise cannot be sold with-

oul permission, and that contact
with outsiders is forbidden.

The penalty for violating these
rules was death, the sign warns.

The plush home of Ta Mok,
who became chief of the Khmer
Rouge after seizing power from
Pol Pot in June, was opened for
viewing by government soldiers
who lolled about on the verandah.

Ancient art works — believed
to have been stolen from the 12th-
century Angkor Wattemple com-
plex — line the front walkway,
and murals of the temples deco-
rate the walls.

Ta Mok’s house overlooks a
man-made reservoir, where dead
trees now jut from the water like
skeletal remains.
~“We believe Ta Mok may be in
Thai territory, whichmakesit very

" difficult for us to catch him,” said

Gen. Huy Keo, who has been
fighting the Khmer Rouge since

Khmer Rouge

1977.

A Thai military officer along’
the border told The Associated
Press in Bangkok that no requests
for refuge had come from the
Khmer Rouge.

However, about 10,000 troops
and civilians were just over the
border and would be allowed to
cross into Thai territory if fight-
ing came closer, he said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Under the Khmer -Rouge, as
many as many as two million
Cambodians died through over-
work, starvation, illness and ex-
ecution between 1975 and 1979.

After they were ousted by Viet-
namese-backed troops, the Khmer
Rouge continued to wage guer-
rilla warfare against successive

Cambodian governments.

Today, largely through defec-
tions, the guerrillas appear to be
on their last legs.

OKYO (AP) —The U.S. dol-
larrose moderately against the
yen Tuesday as traders aban-
doned bets that Japan would
continue to intervene in cur-
rency markets to support its
currency. Tokyo stocks edged
lower.

The dollar rose to 130.26
yen in afternoon trading, up
0.82 yen from late Monday in
Tokyo and above its late New
York rate of 129.60 yen over-
night.

The Bank of Japan inter-
vened in foreign exchange
markets two days last week, -
driving the dollar sharply lower
againstthe yenin anattempt to
help stabilize the Japanese
economy.

Many investors speculated
the central bank would drive
the dollar still lower.

But when the central bank
failed to appear in the market

Dollar rises, Tokyo stocks slip

Tuesday, the U.S. currency began
10 strengthen, traders said.

“People are still worried about
intervention, but the BOJ hasn’t
been seen today. So those who
needed to buy dollars bought
them,” said Tatsuya Ishii, head of
customer foreign exchange at the
Tokyo office of Banque Nationale
de Paris.

Onthe Tokyo Stock Exchange,
share prices edged lower as in-
vestors remained wary of jump-
ing into the market ahead of
Wednesday’s meeting in Wash-
ington of finance officials of the
Group of Seven nations.

The G-7 includes United States,
Japan, Britain, Germany, Canada,
Italy and France. -

At the meeting, Japan is ex-
pected to come under pressure to
take bolder measures to stimulate
its sagging economy, including
tax cuts even larger than the 6
trillion yen (§ 47 billion) decrease

announced last week. ‘

The benchmark Nikkei Stock
Average of 225 selected issues
lost 40.26 points, or 0.25 per-
cent, to close at 16,277.32. On
Monday, the average closed
down 163.54 points, or 0.99
percent.

The Tokyo Stock Price Index
of all issues listed on the first
section fell 0.31 points, or 0.02
percent, to 1,242.60.

The TOPIX closed down 8.44
points, or 0.68 percent, the day
before.

Trading on the main section
remained subdued at an esti-
mated 260 million shares, but
increased from Monday’s 180
million shares, ‘

Meanwhile, the benchmark
No. 182 10-year Japanese gov-
ernment bond was unchanged
from Monday’s close at a yield
of 1.560 percent and a price of
109.58 yen.

- Thw

.I . . ' . - N ' '
. - . . ': . .
i B SR e ¥ 3 : W‘ﬁ&

About 5,000 childern participate in a march opposing child /bor Tu
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. ( ; esday in Lahore. The Global March
Against Child Labor which set off from Manila on Jan. 17 reached on Mor;/day Pakistan where mi//ions%f
children work in sweatshops. AP
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Drought in New South Wales

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —
Halt’ of New South Wales is
drought-stricken and another
quarter of the state is well on the
way to drought. the state Agricul-
ture minister said Tuesday.

The state’s south and south-
westremained the worst hit., Ag-

riculture Minister Richard Amery
said.

“Pasture conditionsright across
the state have deteriorated dra-
matically with the unusually hot,
dry weather.

“*Bothsheep and cattle have lost
condition in many regions due to

the reduction of available pad-
dock feed,” he said.

Figures released by the minis-
ter last month showed 34 percent
of New South Wales was in
drought, with 38 percent ap-
proaching drought.

He said there is a “glimmer of

hope™ for an improvement in
conditions, with predictions sug-
gesting a 50 to 60 percent prob-
ability of average rainfall across
the state being exceeded between
April and June.

“On a positive note, [ am
pleased to report the summer

crop harvest has shown sorghum
yielding particularly well,” Amery
said.

“Irrigation cotton has also
yielded well this season and the
rice harvest is progressing well,
however some quality problems
are being reported.”

Unions in last-ditch effort to prevent ships from loading

By PETER JAMES SPIELMANN
SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —
Union dock hands locked out of
Australian ports mounted a last-
ditch campaign Tuesday to keep
non-union workers from unload-
ing ships by blocking trucks that
approached the terminals.

The Maritime Union of Austra-
lia will lose its campaign to keep
its monopoly on waterfront jobs
if the non-union workers brought
in by Patrick stevedore company
can get routine ship-servicing
operations under way.

Some 400 picketing dock work-
ers and their allies succeeded in
turning back six trucks that tried
to enter the company’s terminal
in Sydney to pick up cargo un-
loaded from ships by non-union
labor.

Police later swooped on the
pickets, dragging dozens away,
including women and children,
and loading 22 into police vans
and taking them to a police sta-
tion, where they were released.

._.' 3 b

Police struggle with a dock side worker ouside the Port Botany shippin

“I brought my kids down with
me to what I was told was going to
be a peaceful picket.  wouldn’thave
brought them down if I'd known this
was going to happen,” said Thomas
Mitchel, as he clutched his frightened
daughters Nikita and Haley, in the
midst of the uproar.

Union secretary John Coombs
called the blockade a morale-boost-
ing victory for the union, which is
picketing major terminals
throughout Australia.

In Brisbane, about 20 union
dock workers delayed a freight
train on its way to the Port of
Brisbane for hours by standing
across the tracks until itretreated.

*“They’ve not been successful
anywhere with trucks or trains,”
Coombs told reporters at the Port
Botany picket line.

“We're here for the long haul,”
he added. Using non-union work-
ers "won't be a viable operation
simply because it can't be with
the workers outside the gate.”

On the other side of the gate

from where Coombs stood, secu-
rity guards with German shep-
herd dogs kept watch.

Patrick announced it will ask
the state Supreme Courts in New
South Wales and West Australia for
injunctions to prevent pickets from
blocking operations.

Compensation for property dam-
age during the dispute would also be
sought, Patrick said.

A consortium of international ship
owners is meeting to discuss setting
up a new stevedore company on the
Australian docks with union labor,
Coombsearliertold Australian Broad-
casting Corp. radio.

Coombs said he felt confident the
majority of union workers would re-
ject any payout deal offered by the
governiment.

Patrick is using non-union
workers at terminals in Sydney,
Brisbane, Melbourne and
Newcastle.

Prime Minister John Howard’s
governmentisdetermined to break
the Maritime Unionof Austialia, say-

g terminal in Sydney Tuesday after

l

a truck driven by a non unionionist, in background, arrived to collect cargo unloaded from the ships. Over 400
picketers struggled with police to stop the truck. ap

McKinnon mlﬂlst()p Commonwealth post

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
(AP) — FForcign Affairs Minister
Don McKinnon on Tuesday con-
firmed he has been asked by Com-
monwealth countries to serve as
secretary-general but hasn’t de-
cided whether to seek the post.

McKinnon had “not ruled it in
or out,” his office said.

His spokeswoman would not
identify orsay how many of the 54
Commonwealth countries had ap-

proached McKinnon to stand for
the London-based post, or when
the approaches had been made.

She denied a newspaper report
that McKinnon was mounting an
informal campaign for the post,
which becomes vacantattheend of
next year, and that Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Trade staff had
already begun lobbying on his be-
half.

She also dismissed suggestions

McKinnonhadused arecenttripto
five African countries last month
informally to seek support.

The minister was coy Tuesday
about whether he would compete
for the position, tetling the
Evening Post it was “an intrigu-
ing prospect.”

“It has been raised before, but a
decision is not being made for 18
months and much can happen in
that time,” he said.

ing Australia lags behind other inter-
national ports in efficiency due to
overtime pay and other union job
rules.

Union allies counter that
Australia’s ports have older cranes
and poorer road access than major

hubs such as Rotterdam and
Singapore.

The current strike is the latest de-
velopment in a waterfront war
that began in 1996, when new
workplace laws restricted the
maritime unjon’s ability tostrike.

i

Dock side workers’ Ieaders with
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over 400

picketers that the truck driven by a non unionist, in background, was
leaving the scene after they fought back police outside the Port Botany
shipping terminal in Sydney Tuesday. ap

the Humanities.

HUMANITIES COUNCIL 1998 GRANT CYCLE

The CNMI Council for the Humanities announces the
availability of funds for the 1998 grants cycle and is now
accepting applications for funding. Deadlines for 1998 major
grants ($2,000 and above) are: 1 May; 3 July; and 2 October.
Mini grants (under $2,000) and planning grants (up to $1,500)
may be submitted any time. The Council is particularly
interested in humanities projects that focus on improving
literacy through reading and discussions groups for preschool,
elementary, secondary and the out of school population. Grant
funds may be used to purchase books and related materials,
for fees, stipends, honoraria and travel costs for speakers,
discussion leaders and other scholars associated with the
project. The Council encourages applications to fund
workshops, seminars and symposia for teachers, parents, school
administrators and students to explore various methodologies,
curricula and the use and application of computer technology
and the internet to improve and enhance literacy throughout
the Commonwealth. The Council welcomes applications from
public and private schools, teachers and parent associations,
church groups, colleges and other nonprofit organizations. For
more information or for application forms, please call or visit
-our office at 235-4785, Ground Floor of King’s Plaza, Dandan.
The CNMI Council for the Humanities is a nonprofit, private
corporation funded, in part, by the National Endowment for
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10M Hindus bathe in

i

Eork LY :
festival in Haridwar,

Millions of Hindu followers gather on the shores of the Ganges during the Kumbh Mela
India Tuesday. The festival is billed as the largest religious gathering in the world. AP
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By MARION LLOYD
HARIDWAR, India (AP) — Mil-
lions of Hindus, some covered only
by holy ash, plunged into the Ganges
Rivernearits Himalayansource Tues-
day, believing the water will free
them from the cycle of death and
rebirth.

“This is the last chance to free
ourselves from sins before the end of
the millennium,” said Jerry Gobind,
who came from Toronto, Canada to
joinanestimated 10 million pilgrims
who converged on the northern town
of Haridwar for the Kumbh Mela.

The Guinness Book of World
Records calls the Kumbh Melabath-
ing ritual the largest religious gather-
ing on earth.

It happens every 12 years at
Haridwar, atemple-filledtowncling-
ing to the foothills of the Himalayas.

“Its amazing. Here is the popula-
tion of all of Israel,” said Noam
Zaradez, a tourist who came from
Rishon-le-Szion outside Tel Aviv to
see the festival.

“Twas amazed thateveninthe cold
of night, they kept going in the wa-
ter,” Zaradez said. “It is incredible
how much they are willing to suffer
for their belief.”

Thousands of Hindus, some naked
recluses who emerged from their
Himalayan cave homes, chanted
prayers and lit offerings of incense
along the river banks.

Ordinary pilgrims, stripped down
to loincloth and thin saris, also im-

anges

mersed themselves in the rushing
walers.

“] came to do some good and put
10 years of bad luck behind me,”
said Chapala Sadhu Khan, 50, a
widow from the eastern city of
Calcutta. She said she sneaked onto
atrainand traveled 14hourstocome
to Haridwar, saying she was so poor
it was difficult to find food at home,
but *“T know here there would be
kindness.”

In the Hindi language, kumbh
means pot and mela means fair.

The festival derivesitsname from
amythical fight over a pot of nectar.

According to Hindu mythology,
gods and demons who were waging
a war realized they needed holy
nectar to achieve immortality and
victory.

The gods churned the sea and
drew out the nectar. One of them
made off with the pot, spilling drops
on 12 spots, fourof theminIndiaand
the rest in the heavens.

Haridwarisone of those fourspots;
Kumbh Melas are held every three
years, rotating among the fourspots.

Mindful of the recent fatal stam-
pede at the hajj pilgrimage in Saudi
Arabia, authorities deployed 25,000
police officers to maintain order in
Haridwar.

In 1986, 50 people died in a stam-
pede at Haridwar and in 1954 about
800 pilgrims died when the Kumbh
Melawas held inthe northemcity of
Allahabad.

By PAUL HARRIS
GEORGE, South Africa (AP) —
Dozens of policemen and a few
protesters gatheredoutside the court-
room Tuesday before the trial of
P.W. Botha, the uncompromising
“big crocodile” who ruled during
some of the bloodiest conflict of the
apartheid era.

Botha, 82, haspleaded innocentto
charges of contempt for ignoring a
subpoena to testify before South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, in a case that symbol-
izes the nation’s lingering racial di-
vision.

If convicted, he could receive
maximum penalties of two years in
prison and an unspecified fine:

considered the likely punishment.
The South African Press Associa-
tion reported late Monday that
Botha’s lawyers will ask for a post-
ponement of Tuesday’s trial.

Thenewsagency reported that the
Truth Commission would then hold
a special, private hearing for Botha
inthis south coast town on Wednes-
day.

If Botha appears at the hearing,
the charges against him would be
dropped, SAPA reported.

Commission spokesman John
Allen confirmed that talks on a pos-
sible deal took place Monday, buthe
said Tuesday momingnofinalagree-
ment had been reached. Any an-
nouncement on a postponement
would only take place inside the
courtroom, Allen said.

“There have been discussions on
that but there isnodeal,” Allen said.

Because of ill health, a fine was

Few protesters outside
trial of S. Africa’s Botha

Botha

The SAPA report was based on
information from unidentified
sources.

By getting Botha to appear in
person, even at a private hearing,
the Truth Commission would
achieve its goal of forcing a top
apartheid leader to submit to its
authority.

Many blacks are angry that top
formerapartheidleaders like Botha
have avoided testimony, while
popular black leaders such as
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela had
lengthy public hearings.

While scores of blacks gathered
outside previouscourtappearances
by Botha, none were present on
Tuesday.

A small band of whites, seven in

all,stoodquietly insupportof Botha.

Knownasthe “big crocodile” for
his inflexible leadership style dur-
ing his years in powerfrom 1978 to
1989, Botha has become a symbol
of defiance for right-wing whites
critical of the African National
Congress-led govemnment thattook
power after the nation’s first all-
race election in 1994, .
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By GLEN JOHNSON
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
United States aviation system al-
ready is the safest in the world, but
the government wants 10 make it
even safer.

Accompanied by the transporta-
tion secretary and the head of the
Federal Aviation Administration,
Vice President Al Gore on Tues-
day was set 1o announce at least
two steps in that direction: more
rigorousengine inspections and the
mandatory installation ofenhanced
ground-waming systems withinthe
next three years.

Both would be steps toward a
goal of cutting the U.S. fatal acci-
dent rate by 80 percent over the
next 10 years.

Now there is roughly one major
accident per 1 million flights, but
with the number of passengers in
the United States alonc expected to
increase from 600 million to over |
billion a year by 2010, the added
numberof flightscould resultinsix
or seven major accidents annually
by then.

Government officials want to go
inthe opposite direction, taking the
current rate of three to four major
accidents per year even lower.

“We are proud that flying is al-
ready the safest way to travel. The
steps we are announcing will make
the safest skies in the world even
safer,” Gore was expected to say
during anews conference at Ronald
Reagan Washington National Air-
port.

Joining him were Transporta-
tionSecretary Rodney Slater, FAA
Administrator Jane Garvey, offi-
cials from the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration and
various fabor and aitline industry
representatives.

Slaterand Garvey were expected
tounveil several othersafety goals.

The two priorities highlighted
by Gore would address critical
problems in the aviation industry.

With airliners increasingly us-
ing two engines instead of three or
four to reduce maintenance and
fuel costs, simpler, more standard-
ized inspections are needed to en-
sure the safety of the revolving
components, including titanium fan
blades.

The goalof the inspections would
be to reduce uncontained engine
failures, in which flying engine
parts — usually fan blades — can
puncture the passenger compart-
ment.

The enhanced ground-proxim-
ity indicators, meanwhile, are
aimed at a vexing aviation prob-
lem: The unintentional flight of an
airworthy plane into the ground.

The phenomenon, called “con-
trolled flight into terrain,” ac-
counted for 25 percent of all com-
mercial airplane accidents world-
wide from 1987 to 1996.

Those crashes killed 2,396
people.

The new systems, which some
airlines are already installing vol-
untarily, compare a plane’s loca-
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tion to a global database of moun-
tains, while the current system looks
down to measure altitude.

That makes it difficult to detect
sharply rising mountains and other
impediments.

The announcement is part of a
renewed emphasis on aviation
safety that followed the May 1996
ValuJet crash in the Florida Ever-
glades and the explosion of TWA
Flight 800 off the New York coast
two months later.

President Bill Clinton formed the
White House Commissionon Avia-
tion Security, which Gore headed,
and after six months it made a
series of recommendations to im-
prove airline security and safety.

The commission urged that by
the end of last year, airports imple-
ment a combination of passenger
profiling, explosive-detecting
equipment and bag matching to
reduce the chances of a bomb be-
ing brought aboard an airliner.

SEATTLE (AP) _ United Air-
lines on Tuesday ordered 23
widebody airliners from Boeing
Co., worth about $ 3 billion.

The orderis the largest sofar this
year for Boeing and is a vote of
confidence for the airplane builder
as it struggles with severe produc-
tion problems. '

United, which is based in Chi-
cago,ordered sixteen 777-200s, six
767-300s and one 747-400. Deliv-
eries are tobegin in the first quarter
of 1999 and continue into 2002,

United has said it plans to order
68 new jets to bring its passenger
fleet to 639 aircraft by the end of
2001.

United orders $3B in Boeing jets

InMarch, it began the expansion
by ordering 30 narrow-body air-
planes from Europe’s Airbus
Industrie.

United Chairman Gerald
Greenwald said the new planes wiit
allow the company totake advantage
of recently authorized new routes to
Asia, among other opportunities.

Passenger growth to Asia is ex-
pected to grow rapidly once the
region’s financial problems ease.

Pratt and Whitney will supply the
engines for the United planes. .

No price was given for the United
order, but Boeing’s price list for its
aircraft would make it worth $2.82
billion to $ 3.16 billion, depending

upon aircraft configuration.

Boeing has struggled for the
past six months with problems
brought on by a rapid buildup in
aircraft production rates to meet
airline demand.

The company has said it expects
the production problems and de-
lays in bringing out its new ver-
sions of the 737 jetliner will cost it
$ 2.6 billion.

Meanwhile, Trans World Air-
lines said Tuesday it expects to
complete negotiations withBoeing
soon for the purchase of 24 new
MD-83 passenger jets.

‘The list price is $ 40 millionto $
45 million for each plane,
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NASA employees Bill Spenny, left, and Amy Ross watch as President Clinton tries on a pair of spacesuit
gloves during a tour of Johnson Space Center in Houston Tuesday. ap

Bag matching is a system that
makes sure luggage doesn’t stay
on the plane if the passenger who
checked it isn’t aboard.

Atthe time, Gore also announced
that NASA would change its avia-
tion programs to focus on safety
research. NASA will devote $ 500
million over the next five years to
the effort.

In addition, Congress boosted

US to improve air safety

the FAA’s 1998 budget by dlrs 785
million to $ 9.1 billion, including
about $ 100 million for security
improvements and another $ 44
million for research and develop-
ment.

Butairlines complained that bag-
gage matching would inconve-
nience passengers, so that recom-
mendation still has not been fully
implemented.
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Papers win Pulitzers

Lawsult .

Coritinued from page 3

pursuant 1o a sublease agreement.

Dotts in the complaint said in Feb.
1992, plaintiff made a partial assign-
mentof the lease agreement whereby
he assigned the right toreceive rental
pavments due under the sublease 10
McDonald’s Restaurants of Saipan,
Inc.

Defendant failed to make any pay-
ment of rent and as of last March the
amount due was $30,314.78, said the
lawyer,

Defendant made no further pay-
ments toward the outstanding rent
due.

Dotts said last April, plaintff pro-
vided anotice of termination of sub-

fease and advised Suh and his sub-
enantsto be off the premises by May

11, 1998.

Dotts added that the defendant has
the right to sublease or assign his
interest in the property provided that
he remains liable forrental payments,
covenants, and conditions contained
in the sublease agreement.

North .

Continued from page 2

He said the North Koreans only
wanted to discuss the fenilizer deliv-
ery and said once the fertilizer was
delivered they could discuss
other issues.

“The North Korean side asked
and demanded from our side a
one-sided concession. What
kind of a principle is this?,” Jeong
said. “For the future cooperation
between both sides, the prin-
ciple of reciprocity must be
well-founded.”

Jeong said that although they
were willing to stay in Beijing,
there was no guarantee both
sides would meet again.

Chun characterized the South
Korean negotiating.position as
“not generous.”

Clinton .

Continued from page 2

chairman and chief executive officer

Jan. I, whenJohnsonretires.Johnson,
54, will continue serving on Fannie
Mae’s executive board, but has an-
nounced no other plans, Daue said.
At apress conference announcing
Raines’ departure and Lew’s selec-
tion, Clinton lauded Raines as “a
brilliant OMB director, a leader of
this administration, a trusted adviser,
an able spokesperson, and a real
friend.”

EATING RIGHT
1S HIGHLY

LOGICAL

Recommendations:

Eat high-fiber foods, such as
fruits, vegetables, and whole
grain products. Eat fewer high-
fatfoods. Maintain normal body
weight, And live long and
prosper.

AMERICAN
% CANCER
. % SOCIETY

GConsenrve
Powep

/ta/ys Pao/o Casol/ leads Switzerland’s Yves Brlguet on the/r Ducat/s in the flrst round of the World

supersports, 600cc, motorcycle race at Donnington Park, England Monday. ap

First .

ggntinued from page 1

Saipan. “It’s not going to happen
on Guam.”

“Itis kind of complicated, first
of all Bank of Hawaii and FSL
are owned by the same parent
corporation, which is the Pacific
Century Financial Corporation,”
he explained.

He said the two financial com-
punies are owned by the sume
company, making the move more
of a merger in between the same
institutions “even though they are
First Savings and Loan and we
are Bank of Hawaii.”

“Basically it’s kind of an in-
house merger,” he added.

Tollestrup also mentioned that
the main branch of Bank of Ha-
wali 15 also taking over the assets
and liabilities of First Federal
Savings and Loan in Hawaii which
is also related to FSL.

“What’s happening here on
Saipan is kind of part of a process
of what’s happening in
Hawaii...We're doing it as well,”
he told Variety.

Tollestrup, however, could not
say how much money was in-
volved with the merger acquisi-
tion of First Savings.

“I don’t know that there is a
dollar figure on the purchase of
the assets and liabilities, even if
there was, I'm not sure that we
would know itat this point in time
until we finally do the acquisi-
tion,” he stressed.

He said the merger is more of a
consolidationof systems toecono-
mize the two banks expenditures,
as well as provide FSL clients
with products and services of-
fered Bank of Hawaii customers.

“We basically offer quite a bit
more products than First Savings
does, so by bringing them into the
family, we can offer the products
that Bank of Hawaii customers

enjoy to FSL s clientele,” he said.

The consolidation will also
make available to FSL clients the
availability of Continental’s
OnePass visa.

First Savings business custom-
ers will have access to commer-
cial loans which they do not have
now. FSL customers willalsohave
access to residential mortgage
lending or home loans.

“And so they will have access
to all those products now.”
Tollestrup said.

He suid there will be nochanges
in terms of deposit security since
the customers’ money in First
Savings are as much as secured as
deposits made to the Bank of
Hawaii considering that the two
companies are owned by the same
parent corporation.

Tollestrup also said First Sav-
ings customers will have access
to all Bank of Hawaii’s Auto-
mated Teller Machines through-
out the Pacific.

There will also be no reduction
on staff, since all five full-time
position slots at First Savings will

be transferred to the Bank of Ha-
waii, which the bank executive
said, is good.

Inmost mergers itdoes not work
that way. Usually, there are per-
sonnel reduction since mergers
are normally resorted to by banks
orcompanies in financial distress.

“I think that’s further proof that
this isn’t due to an economic de-
cline. Usually when there’s bank
mergers based on economic de-
cline,.they want to cut the cost,
including manpower costs,” he
explained, while admitting that
the acquisition will cut some of
the hard costs incurred by the two
banks’ parent company.

Recently, Union Bank was con-
verted to a national bank and has
changed ils corporate entity as a
resultof mergers. It now becomes
the Union Bank of California with
a new logo.

Teno

Continued from page 10

custodial parents.

Introduced by Rep. David M.
Apatang (R-Prec. |, Saipan), H.B.
11-62, for its part, would require
Class 1 government employees
who are at least 62 years old to

have at least 10 years of contrib-
uting membership before they
qualify for retirement benefits.

Under the current law, quali-
fied employees with three
years of contributing member-
ship can already apply for re-
tirecment.

A similar bill “died a natural
death™ in the 10th Legislature.

By Tim Whitmire
NEW YORK (AP) —Its plant
ravaged by flood and fire and
most of its 57 newsroom em-
ployees victims themselves,

just publishing at all was a
huge accomplishment for the
Grand Forks (N.D.) Herald.

But the paper did get pub-
lished, forging a bond with a
community in crisis. On Tues-
day, the 37,000-circulation
daily was rewarded with
journalism’s highest honor,
the Pulitzer Prize for public
service.

“It would bhave been worth
it, even if we hadn’t gotten the
prize,” news editor Jeff Beach
said. “People in the commu-
nity are starting to talk about
remembering the Herald
again, from that special time
during the flood when it was
being snapped up at all the
refugee centers and how very
important it was to people. I
think that meant more than the
prize.”

Then he added: “But the
prize is nice, too.”

With help from other Knight
Ridder newspapers, the Her-
ald never missed a day of pub-
lication. The St. Paul (Minn.)
Pioneer Press provided com-
puter equipment and printed
the Herald during the emer-
gency, a year ago this week.

Special editions were dis-
tributed free at a temporary
evacuation center where many
of the 61,000 residents of
Grand Forks and East Grand
Forks, Minn. sought shelter.

“I think the greatest service
that the Herald did was being
able to put a paper out at all,”
editor Mike Jacobs said as he
was doused with champagne
in the paper’s temporary head-
quarters in a former depart-
ment store.

Among other Pulitzer Prize
winners announced Tuesday,
The New York Times won
three awards and the Los An-
geles Times won two.

Also honored was the
Riverdale Press, a New York
City weekly with a circula-
tion of 11,800. Editor and co-
publisher Bernard L. Stein
won for editorials on politics
and city issues.

Tipped in advance that he
had won, but not sure whether
to believe it, Stein sent a re-
porter to Columbia Univer-

sity for the announcement.

“Nobody wakes up in the
morning and says, ‘I’m going
towina Pulitzer Prize today,”’
Stein said. “I wasn’t willing
to believe it and now we’re all
drinking champagne.”

The New York Times won
for beat reporting, interna-
tional reporting and criticism,
and the Los Angeles Times
was honored for breaking
news reporting and feature
photography.

. The beat reporting prize
went to Linda Greenhouse for
coverage of the Supreme
Court, while the international
reporting prize went to the
Times’ staff for a series on the
effects of drug corruption in
Mexico. Michiko Kakutani’s
writing on books and contem-
porary literature was honored
with the criticism prize.

Craig Pyes was one of the
four reporters who worked on

the Times’ Mexico series for-

a year, during which they re-
ceived death threats and were
sued by politicians they had
linked to drug trafficking.

Dayton Da//y News Manag/ng
Editor Steve Sidlo holds up a
bottle of non-alcoholic cham-
pagneinthe Dayton, Ohio, news-
room to celebrate  the
newspaper’s Pulitzer Prize for
stories on problems in the
military's health care system. Ap

“I hope it sends a message
to reporters in Latin America
who have been brutalized by
governments while they were
covering stories,” Pyes said.

The Los Angeles Times won
in the breaking news category
for coverage of a botched bank
robbery and bloody police
shootout in North Hollywood.

The paper also captured a
feature photography award for
Clarence Williams’ pictures
illustrating the problems fac-
ing children of drug- and al-
cohol-addicted parents.

Ardith Hilliard, editor of the
Los Angeles Times' San
Fernando Valley edition,
called coverage of the
shootout “an extraordinary
cffort on everybody's part.”

“It was a quiet Friday morn-
ing and two people in body
armor started shooting in
North Hollywood, and the
staff knew exactly whatto do,”
she said.
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Employment Wanted

- Job Vacancy |
Anno.unce,ment,.;.» |

02 TEACHER-Salary:$4.80 per hour
02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$5.54 per hour

Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY dba Grace Christian Tel. 322-
3320(4/16)Th71545

01 BOAT CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: QUINCY CORPORATION dba
Micronesian Marine Tel. 234-9695(4/
16)Th2606

02 STORE MANAGER Salary 83. 05
per hour

Contact: KAM  MANO CO. LTD. dba
Kam Mano Store Tel. 234-7868(4/
23)Th26138

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER Sal-
ary:$600.00 per month

Contact: ROLANDOQ G. BIGALBAL dba
RB Electrical & Const'n. Tel. 234-
9855(4/23)Th26145

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: MIN ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
234-3300(4/23)Th26146

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:$5.00
per hour

Contact: DUK-SOO DEVELOPMENT
Tel. 234-3300(4/23)Th26144

01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$6.50 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS ELECTRONICS
COMPUTER SYSTEMS dba Marianas
Electronics  Tel.  234-5424(4/
23)Th26143

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$6.80 per hour
Contact: HATAMATA INTERNATIONAL,
INC. dba Dolce Hair Mode Salon Tel.
233-2338(4/23)Th26142

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,000.00
per month

Contact: BLT AMUSEMENT dba Fun
Zone Tel. 322- 4577(4/23)Th26141

01 STORE MANAGER Sal—
ary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: BONG ENTERPRISES, INC.
dba Esther Fashion Tel. 234-1899(4/
23)Th26140

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.40 per hour

Contact: SUSANAT. MAFNAS dba One
Call Service Tel. 235-5121(4/
23)Th26150

03 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour
Contact: ANALIZA S. MAFNAS dba Is-
land Yard & Janitorial Serv. Tel. 234-
2697(4/23)Th26151

01 ASSISTANT PURCHASING MAN-
AGER-Salary:$700.00-1,300.00 per
month

01 ASST. RESTAURANT MANAGER-
Salary:$700.00-1,300.00 per month

01 WAITRESS, REST.-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.30 per
hour

Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234- 6601(4/23)Th71680

01 PAINTER-Salary:$4.00-5.00 per hour
Plus $225.00 housing allowance
Contact: SAIPAN SUNSET CRUISE,
INC. Tel. 234- 8230(4/22)W71640

01 COST ACCOUNTANT Salary S4 25
per hour

Plus $225 monthly housing allowance
Contact: TOWN HOUSE, INC. dba Town
House Shopping Center Tel. 235-

635154/16ETh71546

03 CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRE-
SENTATIVE-Salary:$3.20-6.25 per hour
plus $425.00 per mo. housing allowance
Assists customers to select and pur-
chase specified merchandise.
Answers any questions pertaining to
merchandise by customers.

Japanese skills required.

01 MANAGER, BOUTIQUE (DEPART-
MENT)-Salary:51,500.00-4,000.00 per
month plus $425.00 per mo. housing
allowance
Responsible {or sales training to include
individual product knowledge, customer
service and sales techniques.
Effectively communicate, implement
and monitor strategies with division op-
erations staff providing guidance and
feedback. Japanese skills required.

01 SHOP SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00-2,500.00 per month plus
$425.00 per month housing allowance
Assists sales manager in providing di-
rection and motivation to department
personnel to work towards accomplish-
ments of department objectives. Assists
in maximizing sales and improving prof-
its through control of operating ex-
penses, sales, payroll, overtime and
PCNs. Japanese skills required.
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LTD. Tel. 234-
6615(4/16)Th71533

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MARYLEE P. AQUINO Tel.
233-6099(4/16)Th71549

01 STORE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:51,000.00-2,400.00 per month

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.75 per hour

Contact: LOUIS VUITTON, INC. dba
Louis Vuitton Saipan, Inc. Tel. 233-
0637(4/16)Th26065

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,000.00 per
month

Contact: MARIANAS EXCHANGE, INC.
dba Marianas Auto Parts Tel. 234-
9531(4/16)Th26067

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 ASST. OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:34.00 per hour

Contact: PELICANA INT'L. ENT. INC.
Tel. 288-1885(4/16)Th26068

01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour
01 CUSTOMER SERVICE AGENT-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-2,000.00 per month
Contact: MICRONESIA SYSTEMS INC.
dba Plumeria Resort Tel. 322-6201(4/
16)Th26069

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT- Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.90 per hour

01 CHEF DE CUISINE-Sal-
ary:32,000.00-5,250.00 per month

01 DORMITRY SUPERVISOR
(HOUSEKEEPER)-Salary:$600.00-
870.00 per month

01 WAITRESS-RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 WAITER (RESTAURANT)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE (PLUMBER)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 HEADWAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.55
per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-4.15
per hour

01 DRESS MAKER-Salary:$3.05-3.55
per hour

02 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER, BAR-Sal-
ary:33.50-4.93 per hour

03 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per hour
03 CLEANER HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 GARDENER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

01 HELPER, KITCHEN-Salary:$3.05-
3.55 per hour

Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN Tel.
322-3311(4/16)Th26074

01AIR CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN-
Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$700.00-1,000.00 per month

02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

03 PLUMBER-Salary:83.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: ISLAND PLUMBING & MAIN-
TENANCE SERVICES, INC. Tel. 234-

01 SHOP SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00-2,500.00 per month
Assist sales manager in providing di-
rection and motivation to department
personnel to work towards accomplish-
ments of department objectives. Assists
in maximizing sales and improving prof-
its through control of operating ex-
penses, sales, payroli, overtime and
PCNs. Japanese skills required.
$425.00 housing allowance per month
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LTD. Tel. 234-
6615(4/30)Th71769

03 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.17 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(4/30)Th71773

01 PARALEGAL-Salary:$1,600.00-
2,500.00 per month
Contact: O'CONNOR BERMAN DOTTS

- & BANES Tel. 234-5684(4/30)Th71773

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JOMARS ENTERPRISES Tel.
288-8116(4/30)Th26207

01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER-Sal-
ary:54.00 per hour
Contact: HIBERNIA, INC. Tel. 234-
0550(4/30)Th26208

11 STEVEDORE 2-Salary:$3.25 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN STEVEDORE COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-6469(4/
30)Th71787

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANAISLANDS

BANK OF GUAM,
Plaintiff,

-v-
JOSEPH JUAN MAFNAS CRUZ,
Defendant.

Civil Action No. 96-1170

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION

TO: THE ABOVE-NAMED
DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and notified to file any answer you wish
to make to the Complaint, a copy of which
is served upon you hereby, within twenty-
one (21) days after the fourth publication
of this Summons, and to deliver or mail a
copy of your answer to White, Pierce,
Mailman & Nutting, the Plaintiff’s
Attorneys, whose address is P.O. Box
5222, Saipan, MP 96950, as soon us
practicable after filing your answer or
sending it to the Clerk of Courts of filing.

Your answer should be in writing and
filed with the Clerk of this Court at Susupe,
Saipan. It may be prepared and signed for
you by your counsel and sent to the Clerk
of this Court by messenger or mail. It is
not necessary for you to appear personally
until further notice. If you fail to answer
in accordance with this Summons,
judgment by default may be taken against
you for the relief denianded in the
Compl.ant.

By order of the above court;

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court
Dated, this 29th day of December, 1997

GARAPAN APARTIVIENT

« Two Room  $600-700/mo.

- Studio $350-400/mo.

Please call: 234-1029 Lee
235-9300 Linda

322-6363 Kim

'APARTMENT, SHOP 4 RENT

New in Tanapag Main Road Side

+ Apartment Furnished
2 bedroom $750.00/mo.
Studio $400, $500/mo.

+ Shop 639 Sqf, 1130Sqf
$1000/mo. $1500/mo.

Please call 322-2312, 6363;

235-0235, 0508

MICROL INSURANCE, INC.
Needs

MOTOR CLAIMS ADJUSTER

Successful candidate must have sound mechanical knowledge. office
skills and able to work within a team environment. Insurance expericnce

preferred.

ACCOUNTING CLERK

Successful candidate must have 4 years accounting experience, office
skills and able to work within a team environment.

Please submit your resume at Microl Insurance office at Ground Floor,
Lim’s Office Bidg.. cor. Beach Road, San Jose, Saipan.

No phone calls please.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

LINENS FOR SALE

New and used sheets, towels all sizes,
tablecloths and napkins available now.
Perfect for small hotels, barracks and personal
use.

Visit MARIANAS CLEANERS
bulk purchase accepted

HOUSE FOR RENT

3-Bedroom House, 2 Full Bathrooms

Fully Furnished Except Washer

Concrete Fence Yard, 24 Hours Water

Dandan Area $950.00 a month

Availahie Mlay 1, 1998

Call: Maria at 233-0510-Daytime
234-7119-Evening

FOR SALE

Work Stopped Apartment Bldg, in San Antonio near Beach
* Arca 1004 Sqm
Downpayment made $60,000
* Apartment Bidg,. Structure 490 Sqm
Estimated Valuc $120,000
PRICED TO SALE $80,000

Please Call 3226363, 2312; 235-0508

APARTMENT FOR RENT
$600.00/month * Fully Furnished
* 24 hrs. water * Swimming Pool
* Restaurant * Quiet Piace
Located in China Town

Contact: 233-4378 anytime

HOUSE FOR REN

3 BEDROOM 2 BATHROOM
CONCRETE HOUSE FOR RENT
IN PAPAGO

CALL: 234-3694/256-3695

APARTMENT FOR RENT

.+ Two Bedrooms + Localed atNavy Hil
u_rmshed with Aircon + i hrs water supply .
“»Quiet Neighborkiood

Contact: Tel. 322-3607 after 5 OOpm weekdays
or anytime:on weekends. Or page at 236-1023

APARTMENT FOR RENT
STUDIO TYPE - $350.

it can also help
you reduce your welght

‘Including Power » Water
Singleror Couple only -
~{Koblerville) =
Tel. 234-1233(Day) 288-2222 (Evening).

ATMENT EOR REN

* Spacious 2-bedroom fully furnished
apartment in San Antonio, walking distance
10 stores and laundry

* Reasonable rate,

Call: Tel. 235-0326, 8:002.m.10 12:00 p m for appointnnt

GAR FOR SALE

'87 NISSAN STANZA 4WD WAGON

Interior & Body in Good Condition, Good
Tires, Aircon & Engine Needs Some Work,

FIRE 080, prone: 2354945

L4 Mar-la S W
- na Uametyl
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MY MOTHER WENT CUT OF
TOWN TO SNAG Me A RCH
RETIRED ATHLETE FOR A
HUSBAND

Garfieldoe b

I'M CALLING BELINDA
AND BOY, AM I NERVOUS!

EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

© 1997 by NEA, Inc.

THE NFL 1S
HAVING A
YARD SALE

y Jim Davis

HELLO, BELINDAT
THIS 1S JON

WHEW, I'M GLAD
THAT'S OVER

Z: QT o Gana WL

es M.

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

YES, MAAM MY NAME 15
“RERUN”.T DON'T KNOW.THATS
WHAT THEY ALL CALL ME..

YES, I KNOW I SHOULD
HAVE BEEN HERE LAST WEEK ..|¢
WELL, I'M HERE NOW..

TO READ “WAR AND PEACE”

N———.

I HOPE WE DON'T HAVE
THE FIRST DAY..

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY
BORN today, you are interested in
the machinations of history and inthe
kinds of traditions that most consis-
tently affect you, You are not the kind
to neglect tied-and-tue methods
when, by allaccounts, they ve worked
for people like you through the ages
— yet you are not merely a copycat
performer, You combine the best of
the olddayswith the bestiningenuity,
and you approacheven the most rou-
tine problems in a creative and novel
manner. You can be quiet, reserved
and studious, but when it is appropri-
ate you can also cut loose.
Never one 1o be overly concerned
with the competition, you are
nevertheless a born competi-
tor; you concentrate on your
own performance without giv-
ing much thought to how oth-
ers are doing and this usu-
ally gives you an edge. You
are quite adept at the come
from behind victory!

To see what is in store for you
tomomrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your daily
guide.

THE HOUSE...

rwe NEED TO MAKE A LITTLE
EXTRA MONEY. IT'M THINKING
OF SELLING A FEW SMALL

THINGS T VE GOT AROUND

FRIDAY, APR. 17

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) — You may want to take a break
regularly today to check out how
things are going outside your own
domain. Keep tabs on new develop-

ments.

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan.19)

— Youmaynotbe inapositiontocall
all the shots today, but you can per-
form well no matter who s in charge.
Trust yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— You cannot blame yourself for
what happens to another because he
or she has been out of touch. You
huve been trying to maintain contact.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) —
You may feel as though you’re in a
slump at this time, but the current lull
isonly temporary, and you'llbeupto
par when the time comes.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —
A strange and unexpected situation

can prove once and for all today that
you are aclutch performer. Youhave
what it takes to come through.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) —

Someone may be waiting for you to
make even the slightest mistake so
that he or she can exploit it to suit his

or her own needs. Use caution.

GEMINI (May 21-June20)—1It
shouldn't take you long to tend to
routine affairs today. During evening
hours, a surprise presents itself and
requires immediate attention.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) —
You may not be feeling up to par

today —emotionally orphysically or
both. Still, you can accomplish one
thing of great value.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Seck
the advice of someone who has been
in your shoes, and you'll realize that
your instincts are keen and trustwor-
thy. Be yourself at all times.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — It
is your turn to play hero today — if
you sochoose. Whatyou accomplish
can win you the admiration of many
and improve your self-esteem.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Yourplans may havetochange today
as a result of unexpected circum-
stances which affect aclose friend or
relative. You can adjust with ease.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) —

You must be ready to go the distance
today. Donotlook forthe quick fix or
the easy way out, but instead bear
down and do what you must.

THERE GO TWO
OF THEM NOW....

TURN LITTLE THINGS INTO BIG MONEY WITH A CLASSIFIED AD!

ACROSS 40 Od pronoiL(md
10— 3; BPO%‘T{;?{’ oKe Answer to Previous Puzzle
tfire” 44 Failure
4 Qoo 46 Colonnade A8E BRNA NEEE
8 CBS military 48 Kin to ump? AlHABMOIDICIRI | [RIA[E
series 50°0z" dog TIO[RIMN|E|V[E|RM[OIRIE
11 Carrying 53 Ship prefix ATPIPILIYERETIU
method 55 Not a Rep. RILIE
13 Individual 57 Bellows or AlEJNTIRIEJE
14 At home Hodges CININJVIA[SIEICIUIGIAIT
15 Also 58 Moved one's Mo MINE B [
'S
10 gaarrr{em 61 R);Jman three E|R|1{C|A M[A|D JIAIN
18 Male child 63 Tantalum TIAILIE LIAIS N[O
T - NECIEACTS
“When Har n additi
Met Sally” " 65 Simple song LINITIR|IICIAIT|E BKIEIN
22 Roman 549 68 Affirmative D/ INJOMIAIG|UI[ERME|R|A
23 Like the 69;\:1—'bh"" AN|TIERSLIEINDERY|I|P
Sahara isbehavin ; -
25 Mrs. (Sp.) 70 _‘|[°Hhe- 1998 United Feature Syndicate
i mi
27 rnlg‘ediem 7 Glided ) 17 Ventilate
30 Swiss river DOWN 8 Scott or:Janis 19 Actress Long
32 Halloween 9 Sue — 21 Uttered a
mo. - 1 — league Langdon sign of
34 At this time 2 Gere ID 10 Neighbor of ~annoyance
35“— No 3 Army off. Fr. 24 24 hours
Angel” 4 Woodwinds 11 Leaning 26 Perform
37 Mexican 5 Sun god Tower of — 28 Shy
state 6 Alphabet trio 12 — Kippur 29 Female
sheep
1 13 5 6 7 10 31 Chafe
I 33 Lincoln's son
13 35 Fed. agcy.
36 Wrestling pad
14 15 i3 38 Vehicle
39 Pecan or
18 1 1 y almond
42 Injures
<) 7 45 Household
pet
1 v 47 “— not what
you can do..."
49 Trick
51 Powerful man
a1 4 52 Qil of —
54 Antitoxins
135 56 Prefix with
section
58 This — Out
59 Suffix
60 “— — Hear
a Waltz?"
62 Cash ending
o4 66 NYC
landmark
] 67 Uggams ID

KidSpot€.
Up

THE LAST LETTER OF EACH
WORD BECOMES THE FIRST
LETTER IN THE NEXT WORD
AS YOU FILL IN THE BOXES.

CL¥ER:

by Dick Rogers

1. AYELLOW FRUIT. .
2. NAME FOR US.A. B
3 MONTH AFTER JULY.

4. NET AND RACKET GAME,
54+3: .

© OPPOSITE OF DAY,
7 CLOTH SHELTER,
8. FROGLIKE ANIMAL ,

1.

9 CAT'S ENEMY.
10 OPPOSITE OF BAD,

11.0PPOSITE OF DON'T,

A

Dexddzero

© 1990 United Festure Syndicate, tnc. j/?.3
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- NBA denies Knicks protest

By Chris Sheridan
NEW YORK (AP) — The NBA
dealt the New York Knicks another
loss Tuesday. refusing 1o reverse a
bad cull on a last-second shot that
would have won o crucial game in
their playort run.

Commissioner David Stemadmit-
ted that the referees made amistake
by waving ot Allan Houston"s shot
i the Knicks™ 82-81 loss o the rival
Miami Heaton Sunday.

But he determined it was a judg-
ment call. not a misapplication of
rules. and was therefore irreversible.

The NBA does not have acreplay
e hanwouldallow refercestocheck
videotape to correct a blown catl.

“Uindl it does so. such is not the
function of the league oflice.” Stem
sclid.

The muling on the Knicks™ protest
came fess than an hour before they
began their game against the Wash-
ington Wizards at Madison Square
Garden. New Yorkwould clinch a
playoft spot if'it wins one of its thiee
remaining games.

The Knicks began the night in
eighth place in the Eastern Confer-
ence, one-half game behind the New
Jersey Nets.

New York would prefer to finish
seventh in the conference. thereby
avoiding a first-round matchup with
the defending champion Chicago
Bulls. The seventh-seeded team will
play Miami in the first round.

A

Ernie Grunfeld

“We lelt that we were in the right
onthisund hada game clearly tiken
away fromus,” Knicks general man-
ager Emie Grunteld said. But we
obviousty have no recourse now and
have to move torward and concen-
trate on the rest of these games.

“Justice will be served by us get-
ting into the seventh spotonourown,
doing the best we cun and winning
these last three games.™

Eurlier inthe day Miami coach Pat
Riley said he was tired of the contro-
versy.

“Give them their game,” he said
before the ruling. “"They’re whining
and crying about some game. Give it
to them and let’s play (in the play-
offs). If they want it that bad, we’ll be
here.™

The Knicks had argued that atech-

nical malfunction—the carly illumi-
nation of ared light behind the basket
with one-tenth of a second left —
could have caused referees 10 wave
off Houston’s basket.

Bydoingso,itappearedthe Knicks
were tying o get around the NBA
rule that states: "Regardless of when
the horn or red light operates o sig-
nify the end of a period, the officials
ultimately make the final decision
whether to allow or disallow a suc-
cesstul field goal.™

But in making its decision, the
NBAessentially disregarded thatline
of wgumentand saiditalt came down
to the referees” judement,

‘This is the second time in less than
a yewr that the Knicks have been on
the shortend of acontroversy involv-
ing the Miami Heat.

Ly Johnson, Patrick Ewing and
Allanr Houston were all suspended
after leaving the bench during a fight
at the end of Game 5 of the Knicks'
second-round series against the Heat
last year. No Miami players left the
bench during the melee and the Heat
went on to win the series.

The latest disputed finish in Miami
began after New York inbounded at
midcourt with 4.4 seconds left. Chris
Mills took the pass and drove past
Alonzo Mouming, but missedashort
runner. Charles Oakley missed a tip,
and Dan Majerle then slapped the
ball in the direction of Houston, who
hastily threwupone lastattempt atthe

McGwire . . .

Continued from page 24

Braves 6. Pirates ()

In Atlanta, Kevin Millwood. the
unsung member of Atlantiy's

rotation. pitched « one-hitter and
had a career-high 13 strikeouts as the
Braves defeated the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates.

The Braves did all of their scoring
on three homers, including u three-
runshotinthe sixthby Andruw Jones,
who entered the game hitting . 100
with no homers and just one RBIL

Butthisnightbelonged o Millwood
(2-0), the 23-year-old fifth starter in
Atlanta’s rotation who faced only
two batters over the minimum and
didn’t walk a batter,

He had at feast one strikeout in
every inning and didn’t allow a

baserunner until  Jermaine
Allensworth doubled to left-center
onahanging curve withone outinthe
fifth.

The Braves went uhead in the third
when Chipper Jones hit his sixth
homer, a two-run, two-out drive
against Jon Licber (0-2).

Keith Lockhart, who had missed
the last seven games because of a
rotator cuff injury, retumed to the
lineup with a flourish, hitting a two-
out homer in the fifth to give the
Braves a 3-O lead.

Brewers 7, Expos 4

In Montreal, John Jaha's bases-
loaded triple highlighted a five-run
second inning and Scott Karl became
the first Milwaukee pitcher to score a
run since 1989, leading the Brewers
over the Montreal Expos.

Karl (2-0) was forced to leave the

game in the seventh because of a
bruised lefthand after being struck by
Shane Andrews’ line drive.

Karl gave up four hits in 6 1-3
innings, striking out five, and retired
his final 11 batters. Javier Vazquez
(0-2) took the loss.

Mets 6, Cubs 0

In New York, Al Leiter beat Chi-
cago for the second time in a week
with his pitching and hitting, leading
the New York Mets over the Cubs.

Leiter (2-1) allowed five hits in
seveninningsand hitatwo-runsingle
in the fourth as the Mets won their
third straight.

Last week, Leiter doubled in two
tuns as the Mets beat the Cubs 3-2.

The left-hander, traded to the Mets
from Florida in the offseason, struck
outfive, walked two and didn'tallow
a Cub to reach second base.

Knicks . ..

Continued from page 24

five-game road skid by outscoring
Milwaukee 36-18 in the second
quarter,

Anthony Mason had half of his 18
points in the second period. when the
Homets shot 72.7 percent (16-0f-22)
10 take a 57-42 halftime lead.

Charlotie remainedone game ahead
of Atlanta for fourth place in the
Eastern Conterence playofts and
homecourtadvantage inthe tinstround
ol the playofts.

Lirvin Johnson had 17 rebounds
and 16 points for Milwaukee,

Hawks 95, 76ers 94

InAdanta, AlanHenderson scored
a carcer-high 39 points and Mookice
Blaylock’s 10th steal of the game
prevented a potential game-winning
shot as Atanta won its third straight.

Blaylock madehiscarcer-high [0th
steal with 1.5 seconds left o preserve

the win.

He fimished with 11 assists and 14
points andtorecord his second triple-
double of the season.

He also had eight rebounds.

Hendersonwas 16-for-21 fromthe
field in surpassing his previous
career-high of 27 points.

Allen Iverson led Philadelphia
with 26.

Cavaliers 95, Celtics 86

InCleveland, ShawnKemphad 22
points and 10 rebounds as Cleveland
clinched at least sixth place in the
Lastern Conference.

The victory was the Cavs’ 40th of
the season, four more than last year's
total after changing the entire stating
lincup.

Derek Andersoncameoffthebench
to score 15 against three of his ex-
teammates and former Kentucky
coach Rick Pitino.

Antoine Walker led the Celtics
with 31 points.

Lakers 111, Mavericks 95

In Dallas, Shaquille O’Neal
scored 34 points, 12ofthem off of
dunks, and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers rolled to their 14th victory in
16 games.

O’Neal decided the game at the
start of the third quarter scoring
10 points during a 21-5 run.

Michael Finley scored 23 points
for the Mavericks. Hubert Davis
added 15.

Rockets 94, Nuggets 88In
Houston, Mario Elic scored 23
points, including 13 in the fourth
quarter, as the Houston overcame
a 14-point halftime deficit to win.

Hakeem Olgjuwon finished
with |3 points, 18 rebounds and
cight assists and Clyde Drexler
had 16 to drop the Nuggets to 2-
37 on the road.

LaPhonso Ellis and Cory
Alexander led the Nuggets with
22 points each.

buzzer.

Replays showed the ball leaving
Houston’s hand with 0.2 seconds re-
maining, but referee Bob Delaney
waved the basket off. The outcome

stood after the officials huddled for

some 30seconds. The officialsdidn’t
seeavideotape until they were intheir
dressing room.

Before leaming the Knicks protest
had been denied, coach Jeff Van
Gundy called for the league to adopt
areplay rule.

“Whetherornatit'sdonerighthere
thistime. let" s atleastadmit thativs a
potential problem.” Van Gundy suid.
“Think the conmimissioner should sy

“From now on....
“What if this had happened in a

playoff gameorthe deciding game of
a playoff series, or heaven forbid, a
Bulls game.”

If the outcome had been changed,
itwould be the first time in more than
15 years a protest was upheld.

In 1982-83, the final three seconds
of a Lakers-Spurs  game were re-
played after San Antonio success-
fully argued that an incorrect cali was
madeonadouble-lane violationwhen
Lakers guard Norm Nixon faked a
free throw and caused players from
both teams to enter the lane.

Reteree Jack Madden called for a
Jump budl, the Lakers made o las-
second shot and the game went into
double-overtime, with Los Angeles
eventually winning 137-132.

said.

said.

beginning about 6:30 p.m.

Eagles quarterback
gets appendectomy

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Philadelphia Eagles quarterback
Bobby Hoying was rushed to Ohio State University Hospital
Tuesday night for an emergency appendectomy, team officials

Hoying, an Ohio State graduate who is from St. Henry and has
an apartment in Columbus, is expected to fully recover but may
miss most of next week’s minicamp, Eagles trainer James Collins

The 1 1/2-hour operation was performed by Dr. Scott Melvin

“At this point, although I don’t want to put a timetable on
Bobby’s retumn to workouts, it is known he will not participate in
minicamp at the end of next week,” Collins said.

Coach Ray Rhodes said quarterbacks coach Sean Payton had
been in touch with Hoying and the family.

“Other than being in some discomfort, Bobby was in good
spirits,” Rhodes said. “All reports are this was a routine appendec-
tomy.”

Hoying was the team’s third-string quarterback beginning the
1997 season, but he started the final six games after the former
starters, Rodney Peete and Ty Detmer, couldn’t produce.

He finished the Eagles 6-9-1 season with an 83.8 rating, 1 1th best
in the league,

Even though Hoying won't be able to participate in minicamp,
which starts April 24, Eagles spokesman Ron Howard said Hoying

may attend minicamp anyway.

Atletico Madrid's Radak Bejbl, right, is tackled by Czech midfielder of

Lazio Favel Nevdev during their UEFA Cup semifinal, second leg,
soccer match at the Olympic stadium in Rome Tuesday night. Ap
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chks fail to
oust Wizards

NEW YORK (AP)— The Knicks,
whose protest over their controver-
sial loss at Miami was denied before

the game, missed achance toclincha -

playoff spot Tuesday by losing 104-
102 to the stuggling Washington
Wizards.

New York failed to eliminate the
Wizards from playoff contentionand
also blew an opportunity to move
back into seventh place in the East

Barkle on

mjured llst

after New Jersey lost at home to
Toronto.

Tracy Murray scored 27 points as
Washington snapped a three-game
losing streak.

The Wizards must win their final
three games hope either New York or
New Jersey loses the restof its games
to make the playoffs.

Allan Houston scored 23 for New
York.

Raptors 96, Nets 92

In East Rutherford, New Jersey,
Doug Christie scored 13 of his 23
points in the fourth quarter, and
Marcus Camby set a team record
with 11 blocked shots as Toronto

broke a 13-game losing streak.

Cambyhad 15 points, 1 2rebounds
for his first triple double as the Rap-
tors rallied from an 11-point deficit
late in the third quarter to prevent
New Jersey from clinching its first
playoff berth since 1994.

Keith Van Hom led New Jersey
with 25 points and a career-high 16
rebounds.

Kendall Gill had 23 points as the
Nets' five-game winning streak was
snapped.

Hornets 104, Bucks 82

In Milwaukee, Glen Rice scored

30 points and Chariotte snapped a
Continued on page 23

C/eve/and Ca va//ers forward Shawn K emp (4) looks for a teammaie as
Boston Celtics forward Antoine Walker (8) and forward Andrew DeClercq
(45) put pressure on in the second quarter Tuesday in Cleveland AP

HOUSTON (AP) — Charles
Barkley was placed on the injured list
with a strained left groin prior to the

Samoa team off to
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ST. LOUIS (AP) — Mark
McGwire hit three homers Tues-
o day, breaking an eight-game
5 % homerlessdrought, asthe St. Louis
I Cardinals routed the Arizona Dia-
l mondbacks 15-5.
i McGwire, who tied Willie
Mays’ major league record by
-+ homering inthe first four games of
= the season, hadn’t homered since
- April 4. He has seven homers —
" all at Busch Stadium — and 22
RBIs.

McGwire hit a two-run homer
in the third, a solo homer in the
fifth and added unother two-run
shotintheeighthwitha462-footer

I

RS

MeG\mre hits three
homers to lif

(141 meter) off Barry Manuel. It
was his third three-homer game [
and first since June 11, 1995, for 3

t Cards

Oakland against Boston.

Matt Williams hit the first grand
slam in Arizona’s history. The
Diamondbacks have lost six
siraight games and are 1-8 on their
first road trip.

Brian Jordan homered and had
four RBIs for the Cardinals.

Mike Busby (2-0) got the winin
relief despite allowing ahomerun *°

toKelly Stinnettin the seventh that
tied it 5-5. Clint Sodowsky (0-1)
took the loss.

Continued on page 23

Kafelnikov, Muster
struggle to advance

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) —
Top-seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov
and No. 12 Thomas Muster both
advanced at the Conde de Godo
Open on Tuesday, but not before
struggling through three sets,

Kafelnikov took an hour and
51 minutes to beat unsceded
hometome favorite Francisco
Roig, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in a second-
round match.

“I'm not feeling so good on
this surface yet” the Russian
said. “T haven't played on clay
since July last year. I'm just
happy to have won today.”

Musterof Austriaheld ontobeat .

Uruguayan Marcelo Flllppml 6-3,
2-6,6-2inan hour and 53 minutes.
“I'lt have to improve over today

if I want to keep advancing,” said
Muster, who moved onto the sec-
ond round.

The day’s big surprise was the
elimination of 13th-seed Magnus
Larsson of Sweden by 18- -year-old
Russian Marat Safin, the No. | jun-
ior'player in the world.

“Larsson wasn't at the top of his
game, Idon’tknow whathappened,”
Safin said after winning 6-3, 6-2.

Inotheraction, Swede Magnus
Gustafsson took only 52 min-
utes to dispense with German
Marc-Kevin Goellner, 6-1, 6-1,

In doubles action, Brazilians
Gustavo Kuerten and Fernando
Meligini lost to Czech Slava
Dosedel and Rumanian Dino
Pescariu, 6-7 (7-4), 7-6 (8-6), 6-3.
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Houston Rockets” game against the
Denver Nuggets on Tuesday night.

Barkley will sit out the Rockets
final three regular season against the
Nuggets, at Minnesota on Thursday
and athome Sunday againstPhoenix.

Barkley sat out Sunday’s game at
Seattle with the injury.

Barkley has played in 68 games
this season and averaged15.2 points
and 11.7 rebounds.

Since the All-Star break, Barkley
has come off the bench in 26 of 27
games and averaged 13.0 points and
10.0 rebounds.

The Rockets also activated for-
ward Matt Bullard from the injured
list after his recovery from a strained
left Achilles’ tendon.

Ch/ca

Japan Rugby meet

APIA (Pacnews)—Samoa will get another chanoe to cxack the Fuxan :
magic-at Japan’s Intematmnal Rugby Sevens toumament, to be held i

Shinjuku this weekend.

The Manu Samoa Sevens Wthh left thls mommg for Auckland lost 0.
Fiji’s Waisale Serevi-led team in theKong Kong Sevens two weeks ago, -

Radio 2AP reports.

The team says it wants to prove thathad 1tnot been for an oversxght ~
by Hong Kong offxcxals in allowing Australla s Bruce Rauge inFiji’ s

starting

‘line-up in the finals, Samoa had every chance of rewmmg victorious,
‘Manu Samoa is listed in the same pool with South Africa and Tonga
before it could continue on to play New Zealand in the semi-finals
while Australia is likely to again square off with Fiji.
The same Samoan team from Hong Kong is going to Japan. It will
be managed by Romeo Ah Chong and coached by Niko Palamo.

go Wh/te Sox Chr/sSnopek is out at second base as Baltimore Orioles Robe
do ublep/ay ona ba/l h/t by Wh/te Sox Albert Belle in the fourth /nn/ng at Camden Yards
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