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Lieutenant General Deloe C. Emmons
Commanding General
Western Defense Command
Presidio of San Francisco, California

General:

29 February 1944

The reinstitution by the War Department recently of 
general Selective Service procedures for American citizens 
of Japanese descent considered acceptable for military service 
suggests that it may be appropriate at this time for interested 
government agencies to review the status of persons of 
Japanese descent in the United States, with particular refer­
ence to the restrictions presently existing against the return 
of such persons to the evacuated areas on the Pacific Coast, 
and the social and economic involvements which must be faced 
at the time when military necessity permits the elimination 
of such restrictions. While nothing in this letter should be 
taken as an indication that the military situation has reached, 
or will shortly reach, a stage sufficiently favorable to permit 
these restrictions to he relaxed, it it considered desirable 
that long range aspects of the problem be explored at this time.

Accordingly, the War Departmeat proposes to hold a 2-day 
conference in Washington beginning March 20, to be attended by 
representatives of the Department of the Interior, the War 
Relocation Authority, the Department of Justice, the State 
Department, and the Western Defense Command. If this proposal 
meets with your approval, would you kindly let me have the name 
of your designated representative?

As the return of persons of Japanese descent to the West 
Coast has proved to be a controversial subject, with inter­
national as well as national ramifications, it is requested that 
the contents of this letter be kept confidential,

 Sincerely,


