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There’s No Place Like Home ~ How About A Tax Credit?
Exciting research is being generated in Honolulu by a group of heavily
educated and creative medical bio-engineers. Cellular Bioengineering
is a company of 12 employees, most with master’s or doctoral degrees.
They have developed a process for growing corneal endothelial cells. “We
can brush off the old cells and put on new endothelium.” With healthy
endothelium, corneal clarity can be preserved and transplant surgery will
not be necessary. They expect to create a cell bank that would allow cells
from one donor to generate enough supply for 1,000 patients. They did not
choose Hawaii for proximity to Asian markets, but because half of them
are kamaaina. The company has huge potential, both in generating dollars,
and also in cost saving by reducing the need for transplants.

PSST. Hey, Tweety! Want Some Andro?

The use of performance altering steroids is rocking the sports world, and
is a real problem in this culture of big money for athletes. So, it should
hardly come as a surprise when the 107 vear old British Roval Pigeon
Racing Association finds the scandal seeping into pigeon racing contests,
Britain has 50,000 pigeon “fanciers” and about three million specially bred
racing pigeons. The drugs are administered in eye drops, and can pmduu
about the same result as in humans with muscle enlargement, opening of
the respiratory tract, and greater endurance. Belgium has found scores of
pigeons who tested positive for steroids. Police raided 80 homes of breeders
and confiscated large quantities of illegal products. Britain was considered
clean until recent record smashing performances by some pigeons. Britain
has no lab for testing and sends specimens to a horse testing lab in South
Africa with delays of a month. So far, all tests have been negative, but
rumors abound about new undetectable drugs. To date, no anemic pigeon
has been found selling his/her negative droppings.

A Cocktail A Day Keeps Brain Rot Away.

The New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) published a study done at
Harvard Medical School evaluating the drinking patterns of 11,000 nurses,
making a comparison to possible cognitive hancms This p()pulatl(m had
been tracked for health issues dating back to 1976. The nurses were sepa-

rated into three groups; those that consumed the equivalent of one glass of

wine (or cocktail or can of beer) a day; a second group that downed twice
that amount; a third that did not drink any alcohol. The three groups were
studied with cognitive tests in 1999 and two years later in 2001. Researchers
concluded that those that consumed a single drink a day were less likely
than the other two groups to develop cognitive loss over the two vear period.
Of course more study is needed, and it is possible that older people in good
health with better cognition, are also more likely to indulge in a drink a
day. Meantime, I'll have a JD on the rocks, please

We Are From The FDA, And We Are Here To Threaten You.
Even drug company spokesmen admit that drugs are priced higher in the
USA than any foreign country. But, their dirty secret is that the drug indus-
try already sells it products at the same low Canadian prices right here in
the USA through rebates, but only to big purchasers with power, such as
the VA. Congress and the administration are disgracefully dancing to the
pharmaceutical industry music, while the FDA warns about possible dangers
from imported drugs. Balderdash! Patients are not as stupid or gullible as
the FDA seems to believe, and most see the warnings as frivolous. People
run to Canada or to Mexico to purchase the same medications at half the
price for identical drugs sold in the United States. Mexico is particularly
appealing because medications can be purchased over the counter. Patients
are savvy enough to read the labels, look at the manufacturers to establish
the quality of the product. Wisconsin actively supports the practice. They
have a website listing pharmacies with hyperlinks to Canada, and will set up
patient transactions. This would be a popular action by the current Hawaii
administration, and the AARP should push for it.

Stupidity Is Not A Handicap, So Please Park Somewhere
Else.

Botulism is a paralytic disease caused by the toxin produced by clostridium
botulinum. The old med school joke was, “so toxic that when a drop is
placed on a dog’s tongue, a man drops dead.” The commercial product
Botox is a greatly weakened compound which can be used safely for local
paralytic injection. In Florida a doctor paralyzed himself, hl\ vnl friend,
and two patients by injecting a knockoff “wrinkle remover” marketed

by Toxin Research International, Inc. of Tucson, Arizona. It contained
a mixture of toxin 10 times stronger than Botox. The doctor and his girl
friend are in the hospital with severe toxic symptoms. Indictments have
been issued for fraud and misbranding of the drug, and the company has
been ordered to stop distribution and must recall vials still in circulation.
The legal buzzards are circling.

Headache? No Way! It’s a Medical Imperative.

Sexual performance drugs like Viagra will be covered by Medicare under
the new prescription benefit law. According to Gary Karr, spokesman for
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). if the drug is approved
by the FDA and is medically necessary, it has to be covered. However, it is
only to be prescribed when “medically necessary” and in limited quantities.
So. here is a stiff question. How does one decide when an erection is medi-
cally necessary. and what would be the indications, and should the partner
be involved in the definition of necessity? Currently, according to Pfizer
data, men ages 60 to 69 account for 22% of prescriptions, while those 70
and over account for about 17%, and with the baby boomers moving toward
Medicare, the drugs could be a big ticket for Medicare expenditure,

At The Bush White House, The Morning After Pill is a
Sermon.

At Texas A&M, researchers wanted to study the state’s abstinence-only
policy sex education program. According to Professor Buzz Pruitt, “We
didn’t find what many would like forus to find.”” Almost one quarter (23%) of
ninth-grade girls, admitted to having had sexual intercourse by the time they
received abstinence lessons, and aftenhey attended sessions, the percentage
increased! The boys lagged the girls by aboutone year, but then the numbers
were even higher. To get federal funding, abstinence education must have
“as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social, psychological, and health
gains to be realized by abstaining from sexual activity.” Dubya is strongly
supportive. However, in DeKalb, Georgia, 50 parents came to a meeting to
protest the adoption of abstinence-only sex education. The group included
doctors and infectious disease experts from Emory University, and they
want children to learn about contraception and disease prevention.

Bend Over Sweetie, And Have A Martini.

In Lake Jackson, Texas, a 58 year old man with severe acid reflux disease
and stomach ulcers, was told by his physician that he was risking serious
illness and perhaps death if he continued to drink alcohol. Hey, no problem!
He got his wife to give him a wine enema. However, in her eagerness to
please (7). she anally poured him two bottles of fortified sherry, pushed his
blood alcohol content to 0.47%, and he died. She has been charged with
criminally negligent homicide, but has already received $248,276 in life
insurance pay outs. Hey, she can afford to buy another round for the house,
which could be an unusual party.

I Like Cats Too. Let’s Exchange Recipes.

Genetic Savings and Clone of Sausalito, California, is ready and able to
keep your sweet pussycat in circulation for as long as ye both shall live,
Yes, for a mere $50,000 they can replace a deceased pet. Genetic S&C are
not the only ones in the game. Several other companies are developing
genetic designs for fish that glow, non-allergenic cats, and other pet store
wonders. No dogs have been cloned to date, but Genetic S&C is opening
another laboratory at Madison, Wisconsin, to enlarge their base. However, in
California, animal rights people have objected and a bill has been proposed
to stop the sale of cloned dogs, cats, birds and fish.

ADDENDA

< By most estimates, people with chronic diseases account for more
than 2/3 of the nation’s $1.6 trillion medical bill.

% Lawyers are interested in people in much the same way that ticks are
interested in cattle.

< I found Jesus! He was in the trunk of my car when I returned from
Tijuana.

Aloha and keep the faith —rtsll
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