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~ONF~RENCE CALLED ~OR F~B. 23 

"Defend Democratic Rights of Immigrants" 
The need to protect and de­

fend the rights of Filipino im­
migrants will be the focus of an 
educational conference on Satur~ 
day, February 23. 

The Hawaii Task Force for 
the Defense of Immigrant Rights 
has called for the public confe­
rence, which is being co-spon­
sored by several community groups 
and agencies. It will be held at 
Harris 'Methodist Church, at Nu·-. , 
uanu and N. Vineyard Blvd., 
froill 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Registra­
tion begins at 8:30 a.m. 

This is the first time a 
broad range of issues will be 
discussed in such a conference. 
The SSI is sue, the case of the 
Filipino agricultural trainees 
on :.:;1 1i and anti-immigrant le­
gis l ati.:.1: :\'ill be CC\rered, as 
well as the ove:,:aU picture of 

(continued on p. 2) 

Fagsasaritaanto iti komoe­
rensiya inton Febrero 23{Sab~do), 
no kasano a masalaniban dagiti 
lintig ti imigrante a Filipino. 
Inorganisar ti Hawaii Task Force 
for the Defense of Filipino Immi­
grant Rights daytoy a komperen­
siya ken ka-sponsorda dagiti 
kumakuma nga organisasyon a Fi­
lipino ken ahensiya publiko. Maa­
ngayto dita Harris Methodist 
Church, dita Nuuanu ken N. Vine­
yard Blvd., alas 9 a.m. inggana 
1 p.m. Mangrugi iti registra­
tion into 8:30 a.m. 

Daytoy iti urnuna nga okasyon 
nga mapagsasaritaan dagiti linteg 
ti imigrante ken dagiti proble­
mada kas iti SSI, ti kaso a~giti 
estudiante a Filipino ti agri­
culture idiay Haui, ken dad-
duma pay. 

Assaritanto da Joe Florendo 
ken Cathi Tact~uin, dua n~~ miem­
bro iti Task Fo=c-e, ken n <" i.1,ibita 

( cont ·i , ued Oil p. 2) 



TASI{ FORCE.•• 
(aonti nued frcm P• l) 

immigrant rights. Several _re­
source people will be availa­
ble in workshops after the pre­
sentations, to discuss the is­
sues. 

Pres er. tations will be made 
by Joe Florendo and Cathi Tacta­
quin of the Task Force. Leo Kit­
kitoy , spokesman for the Filipi : 
no agricultural trainees on Maui, 
has also been invited to speak . 

Because of the growing im­
migrant Filipino population in 
Hawaii, the issue of democratic 
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right s- h:.:. become more impor­
tant to tl·,e w:1ole communi ty. 
The commun :-.ty in Hawaii is al­
mos t hal f i1,.r.. i ~r :::.nt, a l arge 
number being non-U .S . citizens. 

Conf erences simi l nr to the 
Hawaii event are being held 
throughout the U.S., as part of 
an effort by the National Task 
Force for the Defense of · Immi­
grant Rights to educate t he com­
munity and to introduce the new 
organizat i on. 

The National Task Force was 
formed last September, at the 
Filipi no People 's Far \'lest Con­
vent i on, held in Sacramento, 
Cal i f orni a . Local groups have 
been formed in Seattle, the 
San Francisco Bay Area, Los 
Angeles , San Diego, Chicago, New 
York and \'/ashington D.C. 

The Task Force inv i tes all 
interested members of the com­
munity to attend, and encourages 
people to join the Task Poree. 

TASK FORCE (Iwcano) ••• 
(~ontinued from p. 1) 
ni Leo Kitkitoy, panqulo dagiti 
estudiante a Pilipino idiay Maui, 
nga mang-pre senta iti kasaadda. 

Gapu ta adu kaniatayo a 
Pilipino ditoy Hawaii iti mai­
kunkuna nga imigrante, import ante 
la unay nga maammuan tayo no 
ania dagiti linteg ti irnigrante. 

• 

FILIPn ~o AS-UC'J LTURAL TRAINEES PROGRAM 

U.H. Chancellor Promises Reforms 
On Feb . S, r ~presentatives from 
s e•; 2r .:l Filipino community groups 
met with U.H. Chancellor Durward 
Long t0 discuss the Filipi no train­
ee i s sue. 

During that meeting, Long promised 
to look into the matter hi~self , 
and agreed that significant r e forms 
had to be made in the progr am. He 
said it should be an "academi c 
offering" and not just a trai n-
ing program. 

Those present were representa­
tives from the P.awaii Task Force 
for the Defense 0 f Filipino Jmmi- . 
grant Right s ; Operation Manong ; 
Philippine Studies a nd Ethnic St u­
dies at U.H.7 Y.DP; the Uni ted Fil­
ipino Council of Hawai i : and the 

·Philippine Consulate. 
.. 

Long inrlicated he would take two 
steps. F~rst, ther e wi l l be a 
change i~ t he p r ogram' s admini­
stration. Dr. Ken Otagaki, the 
progra~ tli rector, has been given 
leave to t a~c anothe r po3ition in 
Washington, D.C.--ap;;a ren tly to 
"cool cff". ~! ~ had tm c.:! seve r a l 
chauv::.ni ::; t and raci ::; t r~1-.;,1:k s a­
bout the t rainees and t he Fi lip­
ino cc-:mm..:: : ~y , , ,n::l. h :1 c: called the 
trainees co:,,.0laints , ·'bul l shit". 

agreement to see what changes 
could ilrnl'.ediately be made. 

The agree~~nt contains several 
clauses which appear to violate 
the democratic and constitutional 
rights of the trainees, and has 
been called a "throwback to the 
old _p lantation contracts." How­
ever, the agreement was develop ed 
by the Philippine Agricultura l 

Training Council (PATC), which r e­
cruits the trainees in the Philip­
pines, so the U.H. may not have 
direct power to alter the agree­
ment. 
The Philippine Consulate has 
also filed a critical report of 
the program. Apparently, the Phil. 
Overseas Employment Develop~.ent 
Board will investigate the p r ogram 
abuses. 

Several questions have been r aised 
about the financial accountability 
a:-.~ ~o le of the PATC, w~os e council 
im:lnu.es r e;; r <? sent a t ... ves .i:rorn sev­
eral maj or Phil ippine CJrpor a t ions. 
Ferdi nand Marcos hi.:sel f is hc-:-:or­
a ry chai:::nan o: t he Naticn~l 4- H 
Council o= t he ,·hilippir.es, whi ch 
sponsors the PATC. 

In the ~~antirne , corr~unity groups 
i nt end tu closely rroni to:r m:y ac­
t ior.s by tr.-:? F, q , :;,_n ~~ th e- Pl: U i p-

Secondl y , Long said he ;1-::,•.1 ~ :'! re­
view the "unusu:!ll t c.-:,,;;" o f t he 

,3 pines , and pur::;~e iujor · r e f ~~~s of 
the program • 



Prof Hes Reveal Filipino St[ii"us 
&:-.y bade ~roblerns of Fi lipinos, can be s een, i n t ~~se . f ·':.:-1 t <1.'J les, 
compiled by the Office of Econollll.c Opportuni~y (o~o) in 1975. 

In the areas of schooling, income level and presence in whi te col­
lar j oLc , Filipinus are among the lowest profil~s. Even after 75 

years in Hawaii I 

For all the ethnic groups with the lowest income levels, their years 
in school are also the lowest. Their absence from white collar jobs 
indicates that they are also absent, then, from the better pay~.ng 
and more stable jobs. For Filipinos, other profi:les show that 11'.os t 
Filipinos work in service, domestic, agri cult ural and construction 

jobs. 

In addition, immigrant profiles indicate that t hey have the highest 
unemployment rate, and take the lowest paying jobs. 

Median Years 1/f'f Schooling of Oahu Res1dent3 25 Years Old and 
Over by Sex and by Ethn1c1ty1 

OEO, 1975 

ETHNIC GROU:S Male Female Both sexes 

Black 11.2 11.3 11., 
Caucasian 12+ ' 12+ 12+ 
Portuguese 10.4 10.2 10.3 
Chinese 11.7 11.0 . 11.4 

1Fll1nino Q.4 10.2 9.71 

Hairallan 10.0 10.1 10. 1 
Part-Hawaiian 10.8 10.7 10.8 
Japanese 11.-Z 11.0 11.1 
Korean 12+ 10.9 11.4 
Puerto Rican 10.0 9.3 9.7 
Samoan 11.0 10.3 10.7 
Mixed 11,5 11.3 11.4 
Other 11.8 10.8 11.3 

' 
4 TOTAL 11.5 11.2 11.J 

r==="'"""'...,,,,..,==-=-~==---------------Hedlan Ince;:.<! cf _P)npl.:;yad Oahu Residents 14 Years and Over 
by l=!thnic1ty, by Sex, OEO, 1975 

ETPJ :!C GRO'JP:: 

Black 
Caucasian 
Portuguese 
Chinese 
Fili ino 
Hawal1an 
Part-Hawaiian 
Japanese 
Korean 
Puerto Rican 
Saaoan 
Mixed 
Other 

TOTAL 

Male 

$ 8,279 
17,198 
14,807 
1 6 

81 
1J,155 
12,825 
14,947 
17,374 
11,875 
7,813 

11,898 
1 0 

Feaale 

6,205 
8,072 
8,269 
J,8JJ 
5,658 
6,363 

Both sexee 

80 
9,413 
9,518 

11,590 
13,608 
8,441 
6,984 
8,661 

11 4 0 
$ 10,192 

Percent of Employed Oahu Residents 14 Years Old and Over 
in White Collar Occupations by Ethnicity and by sex, 

OEO, 1975 
E'IHNIC GROOFS Kale Both sexes 

Black 29,5 70.6 51.5 
Caucasian 64.8 79.2 ?1.4 
Portuguese 29.7 70.5 43.5 
Chinese 64, o.4 6 .o 
F'lli ino 20.0 0.0 2 ,4 
Hawaiian 20.9 45.3 29.B 
Part-Hawaiian 29.2 67.1 44.0 
Japanese 50.3 72.5 6o.4 
Korean 59.7 59.9 59.8 
Puerto Rican 27.5 50.5 JJ.1 
Suoan 19,6 56.5 JJ.4 ~ 
Mixed 29,3 74.4 49.) ~-· 
Other 37.0 64.6 47. 
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PARK 

BLUES 

l

~By fttila MedaZZon · (1972) 

shiver ing 
in rain-drenched clothes 

~ he staggers to park bench 
~ his I fps curled out 
~ In a toothless grin { :o t aunt the bus stop crowd 

1n repartee to their 
squeamish I ook. 

t urning 
his sun-baked brow 
-toward the somber sky, 
lie ponders over a dlsmal 
t:iought -
how · swift his years 
sf lpped by. 

he came 
on a boat at eighteen 
with castles In his mind: 
·, : s lons of Promised Land 
,..:, f t ened his sf lent fears 
,: .. 1:.! eased the pains of 
j;::ir1·ing. 6 

he stayed 
to tot I the cane fields 
his back arched from dawn 
to dusk -
not a slave shackled to 
a yoke, 
but a free man 
kept In his place 
by the rov ing luna, 
by the contract he signed 
with an x 
by hi s fears, h is dreams. 

he spent 
his nights In di m-flt 
danceha I ls 
in pursuit of short-lived 
pleasures 
for the long plantation 
nights 
were far rr~rc iless than 
the haunting ~mi le 
In a faded portrait. 

now alone 
in a nightmarish wait 
between sen i I I ty and 
the grave, 
he holds his crumbled 
castles 
In the palm of his 
tremb I Ing hands. 

(Mila Medallon i s an active 
meWJer of t he 8 0 17"~ Care Op­
erators Asan,, ar.d is an out­
spoken adi,oca-=a of rigi.ts 
for t r:e e l derly. J 

I.M'RENCE Fuc;s To VI s !T 

1-lAT'L, lr,Jv!iGRATION UM-llSSIQ'-l ~P. HERE FEB. 28 
Lawrer.ce Fuchs, staff director 
of the Select Commission on Im­
migration and Refugee Policy, 
will be in Honolulu on Feb. 28 
to discuss immigrant issues here •. 

'lbe Ethnic-Cultural Task Force 
and the Interagency Council foi­
Immigrant Services will co-host 
an open luncheon meeting with 
Fuchs at 1 p.m. at the Lanakila 
Health Center. There will be 
a grassroots panel discussion 
by representatives of various 
immigrant corrmunities and ser­
vice agencies. 

The Commission has been appoint­
ed to review u.s. immigration 
laws and policies, and make re­
c~mmendations for changes to 

the U .s. Congress. 

Several meetings are being held 
with Commission members through­
out the country. Although Hono­
lulu is a major port-of-entry, 
it is not a site for one of the 
full Commission meetings~ 

The Commission has already been 
advised about the controver­
sial SSI issue, in which per­
manent residents receiving SSI 
benefits are being excluded 
from readmission to the U.S. 
after trips abroad. Hor.olulu is 
the main port where these per­
manent residents {70% of whom 
are Filipino) are being singled 
out. The issue will undoubtedly 
be one of the topics raised dur­
Fuchs' visit here. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FEB. 23 -- Educational confer­
ence on Filipino Immigrant 
Rights. Harris Methodist Church, 
Nuuanu & N. Vineyard. 9-1 p.m. 
Registration begins 8:30. Free. 

Feb. 28 -- Meeting with Law­
rence Fuchs, Select Coimnission 
on Immigration & Refugee Pol­
icy. Lanakila Health Center 
at 1 p.m. 

Philippine slideshow, video 
tapes. Available for home show­
ings. Contact Committee for Hum­
an Rights in the Philippines, 
P.O. BOY. 27406, Hon. 96827, or 
call 847-6678. 

FEEDBACK/SUPPORT 
TI PROGRESIBO welcomes your 
comments--criticisms, sugges­
tions, contributions. We want 
feedback! We hope the TI P:RO­
GRESIBO can heighten community 
awareness around a variety of 
issues, so we encourage input 
from all parts of the commun­
ity. 

TI PROGRESIBO is also self-sus­
taining, so we look forward to 
your financi a l r,t1pport as well. 
If you find t~~ ncws l et"ter use­
ful and i ·!, i:e:-:u:; <.:ing, wc1 hope 
yo•l will subs cr i be ar.d make a 
contri bution to keep it going. 




