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SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
REMARKS AT THE DEDICATION OF THE
PICHTR-OTEC FACILITY
KEAHOLE POINT, HAWAII
FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 1993

Thank you Hub Hubbard.

ALOHA!

Let me begin by reminding you that today is Friday,

April 16.
The statement I just made has nothing to do with the fact
that your taxes were due yesterday.

I am reminding you of today’s date because we are about to
witness a milestone. The day that many have worked for, and some
thought might never arrive, is finally at hand.

Today, at Keahole Point, we will witness history being made.
The world’s first net power producing OTEC facility will begin
operation.

Today we will fulfill the century-old dream of the French
scientist who first imagined the possibility of extracting energy
from the ocean. From this day forward, the term "powered by
OTEC" has become reality.

I commend Hub Hubbard, his team at PICHTR, as well as Claire
Hachmuth, of the Natural Energy Laboratory, for their determined
leadership in making this OTEC venture possible. Thanks also to
officials at the U.S. Department of Energy for the years of
funding they invested in this project.

Many have contributed their time and energy to make this
OTEC facility a success. Some are with us today; others could
not be here. But you all share pride in the accomplishment we
are about to unveil. To all who labored to make OTEC a reality,
I salute you!

With this achievement, we will dispel the doubts of nay-
sayers who continue to believe that OTEC is not feasible. Years
of research and planning have yielded an OTEC facility that
scientists from around the world will come to visit. Our success
demonstrates that the phrase "OTEC won’t work" has as much truth
as other outdated scientific notions such as "the earth is flat"
and "man was not meant to fly."

Now that we have reached this OTEC milestone, what goal
shall we set for ourselves? What challenge shall we turn to? I
have a vision for Hawaii that I think will answer these
questions.

For the past few years, I have advanced a proposal to
establish a center for energy, ocean, and environmental research
at Keahole Point. Legislation to establish the energy component
of this proposal was included in last year’s comprehensive energy
bill.

We have a new President in Washington, and the proposal for
such a center has attracted the attention and support of the
Clinton Administration. The time is at hand to turn this idea
into reality. Next week I will return to Washington with
officials from the University of Hawaii to discuss this proposal




with the Clinton Administration. I also hope to enlist many of
you in the effort we are about to launch.

The greatest challenge confronting present and future
generations will be our ability to achieve a sustainable level of
growth within the limits of available resources. Without
question, "sustainable growth" will be a guiding principle for
decades to come.

To meet this challenge, I propose that a new center for
research, policy, and education be established. To be known as
the Center for a Sustainable Future, this new institution would
devote its intellectual resources to addressing the many
challenges of the finite world in which we live.

All of Asia and the Pacific, and indeed the world, must
reduce its dependence on fossil fuels, and improve the quality of
our environment. In addition, the vast resources of the ocean
must be used more effectively to sustain the future of our
planet.

Dependence on fossil fuels, wise use of our ocean resources,
and the development of new physical and biological technologies
from marine resources will be some of the early challenges that
the center will address. The center will draw on the existing
strengths of the School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology
at the University of Hawaii.

How will the center approach solutions to resource problems?
Through a colloquy among economic, political, and environmental
policy leaders and the science community.

Why should we undertake the sizable investment I have
described? Because an investment in the Center for a Sustainable
Future will be an investment in the future of Hawaii. It will
allow us to harness the technology of the 21st century to improve
our quality of life and our economic strength.

Why has Keahole Point been chosen? Because Hawaii is a
traditional meeting place for East and West, the ocean is at our
doorstep, and because Keahole Point offers many unique resources,
one of which we have inaugurated today.

Obviously, the Center for a Sustainable Future will not be a
near-term investment or a short-term vision. That leads me to
the final point I want to make today.

My current term in the Senate expires in 1994, and it would
be impossible to complete this initiative in the time that
remains. But I want to assure you that my commitment to this
project extends beyond my current term.

My work in Congress has been one of the most rewarding
experiences of my life. It has given me the opportunity to do
what I enjoy most -- help the people of Hawaii.

Hawaii and its people face challenges in the areas of
energy, the environment, and job creation. As these and other
issues are addressed in Washington, I want to continue to work
for you and fight for Hawaii’s needs in the nation’s Capital.

I look forward to serving the people of Hawaii for another
term in the Senate so I can complete the important work that lies
ahead.

Thank-you.
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