University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box SP10 Box SP10, All Folders

Chronological: Defender of Freedom
Ceremony, NYC, 1993-01-28 (COPY)

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Speeches, Box SP10, Folder 19
http://hdl.handle.net/10524/63497

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information


https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
DEFENDER OF FREEDOM, NEW YORK
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1993

The history of the Jewish people is a glorious one. It is
filled with pages of accomplishments of nobel laureates.
There is a great abundance of brilliant pages citing their
achievements and contributions in the arts and sciences, the
thousands of books and songs, in architecture, in medicine,
in philosophy and in religion. Above all this magnificence
are the commandments that Moses transmitted to his people
and established the moral code for mankind.

However, in all this brilliance, we must note the presence
of dark pages and shadows that have always been part of this
extraordinary history. From ancient times of Egyptian
slavery to the Diasporas, the Roman occupation, the
massacres of the Crusades, the Inquisition, the black plague
and in more recent times, the saga of the ship St. Louis,
the concentration camps, the ghettos and the never-ending
struggle for freedom in Israel.

I cite this because there is an understandable uplifting of
our spirits that can be seen and felt since the inaugural of
the new Administration in Washington. But, I recall the
presence of similar joy following the Presidential
inaugurations of the recent past. But yet, we must recall
that we were faced with the sale of AWACS, we were
confronted with the painful and depressing use of the word
"evenhandedness." We witnessed the ease by which Saddam
Hussein received a $5 billion loan guarantee, the debt which
we are now silently paying. We noted the generous gift of
$7 billion to Egypt, but when loan guarantees were proposed
for Israel, we were confronted by massive roadblocks.

Yes, there is reason to be happy. The words thus far spoken
have been pleasing and reassuring, but remember that we have
heard similar pleasant and reassuring words in the past.
Therefore, though we have reason to be joyous, let us
continue to be vigilant. Let us continue to press forward
the causes of a good people, because to do other wise would
mean the return of many more dark pages and shadows.

I accept this honor with my pledge to continue my vigilance.
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