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Statement by Senator Daniel Inouye

For

Japanese American Citizens League Gala

September 25, 2008



• On August 2,1979, you introduced

S. 1647, which established the 

Commission on Wartime Relocation 

and Internment of Civilians Act.

S. 1647 passed the U.S. Senate on 

May 22,1980.
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The measure passed the U.S. House of 

Representatives on July 21,1980.

S. 1647 was signed into law by

President Jimmy Carter on

July 31,1980 (Public Law 96-317).
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• A nine member Commission was

appointed: three selected by the U.S. 

Senate, three by the U.S. House and 

three by the President.

• The Commission filed its report 

entitled Personal Justice Denied on 

February 22,1983.
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The Commission presented its 

recommendations to the Administration 

and the United States Congress on 

June 16,1983.

• Senator Matsunaga introduced

S. 1009, the Aleutian and Pribilof 

Islands Restitution Act on April 10, 

1987.
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Congressman Foley introduced the 

House companion measure (H.R. 442) 

on January 6,1987. The House passed

H.R. 442 on September 18, 1987. The

Senate passed H.R. 442 in lieu of

S. 1009 on April 20,1988. President

Reagan signed into law, the Civil 

Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100­

383) on August 10,1988.
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• The Act authorized a total of $1.25

billion for payments of $20,000 to each 

surviving internee. Payments began 

October 1,1990.

• On August 1,1989, the House passed 

its version of the Fiscal Year 1990 

Commerce, Justice, State 

Appropriations Bill.
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• On September 29,1989, the Senate 

considered and passed its version of 

the Bill, which contained the funding 

mechanism as an entitlement. H.R.

2291 was signed into law on November 

21,1989.
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• On August 2,1979, you introduced

S. 1647, which established the Commission on Wartime Relocation and 

Internment of Civilians Act.

S. 1647 passed the U.S. Senate on

May 22,1980. The measure passed the U.S. House of Representatives on July 

21,1980. S. 1647 was signed into law by President Jimmy Carter on 

July 31,1980 (Public Law 96-317).

• A nine member Commission was appointed: three selected by the U.S. Senate, 

three by the U.S. House and three by the President.

• The Commission filed its report entitled Personal Justice Denied on February 

22,1983. The Commission presented its recommendations to the 

Administration and the United States Congress on June 16,1983.

• Senator Matsunaga introduced

S. 1009, the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands Restitution Act on April 10,1987.

Congressman Foley introduced the House companion measure (H.R. 442) on 

January 6,1987. The House passed H.R. 442 on September 18,1987. The 

Senate passed H.R. 442 in lieu of

S. 1009 on April 20,1988. President Reagan signed into law, the Civil Liberties 

Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) on August 10,1988.

• The Act authorized a total of $1.25 billion for payments of $20,000 to each 

surviving internee. Payments began October 1,1990.
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• On August 1,1989, the House passed its version of the Fiscal Year 1990 

Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations Bill.

• On September 29,1989, the Senate considered and passed its version of the 

Bill, which contained the funding mechanism as an entitlement. H.R. 2291 

was signed into law on November 21,1989.

• On September 27,1992, H.R. 4551, the Civil Liberties Act Amendments of 

1992 was introduced. On April 8,1992, you introduced S. 2553, the 

companion measure. H.R. 4551 passed the House on September 14,1992. 

The Senate passed H.R. 4551 in lieu of S. 2553 on September 16,1992. The 

measure was signed into law on September 27,1992.

• The measure amended the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 to increase the 

authorization amount to $1.65 billion.

General statistics.

• Total Available Funds: 82,250 cases 
($1,645 billion)

• Total Paid Cases: 82,267 Japanese
Americans paid $20,000 
($1,645 billion)

• Estimated number of interned Japanese Latin Americans: 2,300

• Japanese Latin Americans: 
189 cases paid $20,000

• Japanese Latin Americans 145 cases paid $5,000 in Mochizuki settlement

• Total Paid Cases currently residing in Hawaii: 2,922 (includes primary 
recipient or heir of deceased claimant)

• Total Ineligible Cases: 1,458 (as of 9/19/98)
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