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Remarks by Senator Daniel Inouye on the Memorial to World War 11
Before the National Capital Planning Commission
September 21, 2000

Chairman Gantt and members of the Commission.

We have reached a very important moment in Washington’s public
dialogue over the World War I1 Memorial. As a capital city we engage in
these valuable dialogues from time to time as we decide what events and
which people should be memorialized in our public spaces.

From as far back as the building of the Washington Monument and as
recently as the building of the Vietnam Memorial, we have always examined
the people and events that have shaped our nation, decided which to
celebrate, and how to do so.

For the past three years, the proposed national World War 1I
Memorial has been the subject of that type of extensive public scrutiny, as it
should be. Two months ago, after six hours of spirited public testimony, the
Commission of Fine Arts unanimously approved the final design submission
while again reaffirming the Rainbow Pool site. Today the matter is before
you, the National Capital Planning Commission, for your deliberation and
decision on the final design. Today you will hear from supporters and
opponents, public officials and members of the public. If the design is
approved today, as I and many members of the Senate hope it will be, ground
will be broken on Veterans Day of this year.

Building a memorial in Washington, especially along the Mall, is never
easy. But there comes a point in the process when all views have been
considered and the time has come to approve the design and build the
memorial. Mr. Chairman and members of this Commission, I believe that
time has come for the World War II Memorial.

World War Il stands as a rare moment in history when our nation and
her citizens were united as never before. On the battlefront and on the home
front, the American people joined together to preserve our unique
contribution to world history -- freedom. Every man, every woman, and



every child made some contribution, no matter how modest, to the great war
effort.

The design for the World War II Memorial tells this powerful story
with dignity and adds that story to the living national tableau that is the
Mall.

The stately, tall, and silent granite pillars that enclose the Memorial’s
plaza are a powerful symbol of the unity of which I speak. Enclosing the
inner Memorial plaza, they honor the nation -- each state, each territory.
Collectively they stand as a tribute to the home front, the silent sentinels of
freedom. They are, indeed, an extremely important element of the
Memorial’s design,

The most evocative symbol, found within the inner Memorial, is the
field of gold stars commemorating the wltimate sacrifice of more than
400,000 Americans. These stars will be a constant reminder that at times in
the life of a nation, freedom is preserved only at a terrible price.

Everyone associated with this effort is well aware of the tremendous
honor and unique issues that come with building on the Mall, the closest
thing this vast and diverse country has to a national commons. Its buildings
and monuments tell the story of the American democratic experience. For
that basic reason it is not only advisable, but entirely appropriate, to place a
memorial to World War 1l among the great monuments and memorials to
our democracy found along the Mall’s centerline.

I am convinced the designer of the World War I Memorial has
created something that preserves and enhances the Mall’s scenic and historic
vistas. 1 am convinced of the design’s openness, proportionate size, and the
character and quality of its architectural style, which keeps with
Washington’s neo-classical tradition.

As presented to the Commission of Fine Arts, the design before you
today is a worthy refinement of earlier versions. It is a smaller and more
refined version of the design first offered for public consideration, the result
of an evolution similar to the process that brought us the Lincoln Memorial
we cherish today.



In conclusion, the design of the World War II Memorial is fully worthy
of the historic events it celebrates and commemorates. As a small participant
in that great war, I hope that after years of constructive public dialogue the
National Capital Planning Commission will now see fit to approve the final
design.

Thank you very much.
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