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US BASES VS. RP BASICS 

US mili tary bases have stooq on Phil ippine soil 
~ince 194i If these bases s mbolize anything at all , 
the, symbolize cont inued and cont inuing US colozi­
zation of the Phili pp ines - not . as some roman tics 
among us would have us believe, Phil-Am Friendsh ip . 

fhe issue of whether US bases should go or sta) 
1 fas t assu ming major proport io ns. !read, efforts 
have been made to incl ude in the Freed om Consti­
tution a provision wh ich would effec tivel y kick bases 
ou t, and to keep them out Also there have been 
tal k about submitting the i sue to the Fil1p1no 
people 1n a national referendum . 

'rhe has,c demand hehind these Jnd other 
rela ted end eavors I to settle the i sue no,, 

The 11 m,ing of th1 demand ca nnot be he tt er 
We arc pre ent l\ at that stage tn our hi ton 1n v. hich 
we are trv1ng to la, down the foundat1om of OU' 

tu tu re Past social struc·tures are under stnc t rev1c v. 
b) the government : ne v. ones arc being set up. The 
sa me 1s true with regard to la ws, pol ici es and prog­
rams. In th is conte )( t , an imm edia te resolu tion of th e 
US ba es issue assumes irrevoca ble urgencv an d 
relevance 

Some people say that al l • discussion on the 
US bases should be fores talled unt il 1991 . when the 
Agreement fi na l! e)( pires Their plea is for the Ph il­
ippi ne Governm ent to honor all her cont rac ts and 
obligations. 

These same people would have us pay our 
S25-B fo reign debt with no quest ions asked , regard­
less of how the loans were made · and by whom, 
regard less of who benefined from those loans. 

These same peop le would have us fu lfill a 
contract to kill our child ren , if such a contract had 
been made by the Marcos Regime with the US 
govern")ent. 

But the fact is that no contrac t, no agreement , 
no covenant exists between th e Filipi no people and 
th e Uni ted States. 

Furthermore, the US bases preserve and pro­
mote US politico-mili ta r) interests more than Ph il­
ippine na tional int erests. The Pentagon has not mad e 
a big secret out of the importance of Subic and Clark 
10 US militarv operations and strategies. 

The presence of US bases in our country does 
not enhance our security: it jeopard izes it. 

And what abou t the eco nomic val ue of the bases 
to the Phi lippi nes ? Over 40,000 Fili pinos are em­
ployed b, the bases • at ra tes cheaper than an ywhere 
else in the world. US mil itary personnel supposedl y 
bring dolla rs in to the country - in exchange for the 
honor o• our women . Of course, the) also bring in 
·uch other benefits as ve nereal diseases and unwanted 
pregnan , 1t•s 

Some people say that we should keep the 
bases on 1he condi ti on that the US increases its 
ren tal pay ment . o matter what fig ures are. men­
tioned , the underlyi ng though t of th is proposal is 
irredeemabl repugnant and shameless : th~t we sell 
our sovereignty to the h ighest bidder, as if sovereign­
ty could ever really be priced right. 

This, in fac t, is the core concern of the Fili­
pino people in the US bases issue. What is at stak- · 
sovereign ty. wh ich i as ·oasic to the Ph ilippines 
11 1s to the US and any other count ry. We will neve 
be trulv free for a.s long as the US reta ins an un­
bridled dom inion over even a ~ingle hectare of Ph ilip­
pine so il ·. 

Ours is a rich nation - made ric her in spirit 
by the F_ebruary Revolution . We can feed our own 
people. We can fend for ourselves. We can stand on 
our own , as a proud equal of every other nation in 
the world. 

We have to bel ieve this , and to act on this 
belief. Now . 

(Ed G. Libunoo) 

REFLECTIONS 
1. Would it be insa ne for the Phil ippi nes to adopt a posi tion of ncutralit 
2. Ma we no t resolve the US bases issue now and, at th e same time, honor the Agreement unti l 19'll ? 


