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US BASES VS. RP BASICS

US military bases have stood on Philippine soil
since 1947 |f these bases symbolize anything at all,
they symbolize continued and continuing US colozi-
zation of the Philippines — not, as some romantics
among us would have us believe, Phil-Am Friendship.

The issue of whether US bases should go or stay
1s fast assuming major proportions. Already efforts
have been made to include in the Freedom Consti-
tution a provision which would effectively kick bases
out, and to keep them out. Also there have been
talks about submitting the issue to the Filipino
people in a national referendum

The basic demand bhehind thesc and other
related endeavors is to settle the issue now

The timing of this demand cannot be better
We are presently at that stage in our history in which
we are trving to lay down the foundations of our
tuture. Past social structures are under strict review
by the government; new ones are being set up. The
same is true with regard to laws, policies and prog-
rams. In this context, an immediate resolution of the
US bases issue assumes irrevocable urgency and
relevance

Some people say that all discussion on the
US bases should be forestalled until 1991, when the
Agreement finally expires. Their plea is for the Phil-
ippine Government to honor all her contracts and
obligations.

These same people would have us pay our
$25-B foreign debt with no questions asked, regard-
less of how the loans were made' and by whom,
regardless of who benefitted from those loans.

These same people would have us fulfill a
contract to kill our children, if such a contract had
been made by the Marcos Regime with the US
government.

But the fact is that no contract, no agreement,
no covenant exists between the Filipino people and
the United States.

Furthermore, the US bases preserve and pro-
mote US politico-military interests more than Phil-
ippine national interests. The Pentagon has not made
a big secret out of the importance of Subic and Clark
to US militarv operations and strategies.

The presence of US bases in our country does
not enhance our security: it jeopardizes it.

And what about the economic value of the bases
to the Philippines? Over 40,000 Filipinos are em-
ployed by the bases -- at rates cheaper than anywhere
else in the world. US military personnel supposedly
bring dollars into the country — in exchange for the
honor o! our women. Of course, they also bring in
such other benefits as venereal diseases and unwanted
pregnancies

Some people say that we should keep the
bases on the condition that the US increases its
rental pavments. No matter what figures are. men-
tioned, the underlying thought of this proposal is
irredeemably repugnant and shameless: that we sell
our sovereignty to the highest bidder, as if sovereign-
ty could ever really be priced right.

This, in fact, is the core concern of the Fili-
pino people in the US bases issue. What is at stak
sovereignty, which is as basic to the Philippines
it 1s to the US and any other country. We will neve
be truly free for as long as the US retains an un-
bridled dominion over even a single hectare of Philip-
pine soil.

OQurs is a rich nation — made richer in spirit
by the February Revolution. We can feed our own
people. We can fend for ourselves. We can stand on
our own, as a proud equal of every other nation in
the world.

We have to believe this, and to act on this
belief. Now.

(Ed G. Libunao)

REFLECTIONS
1. Would it be insane for the: Philippines to adopt a position of neutrality?
2. May we not resolve the US bases issuc now and, at the same time, honor the Agreement until 19917



