University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Public relations Box PR19

Remarks of Senator Daniel K. Akaka,
Rotary Club of West Pearl Harbor meeting

Senator Daniel K. Akaka Papers
Public relations, Speeches, statements, and messages, Box PR19, Folder 125
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/79087

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information


https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

Remarks of Senator Daniel K. Akaka
Rotary Club of West Pearl Harbor meeting
WAIKELE COUNTRY CLUB
AUGUST 25, 2010

Aloha kakou! | am pleased to join you here today at the

Rotary Club of West Pearl Harbor.
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| commend you all - for your dedication to provide
humanitarian service in Hawaii and around the world.
Our communities benefit greatly from your collective and

personal service to the people.

| have been asked to provide brief remarks about the
Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act — a bill

that is critically important to the people of Hawaii.

|, along with the rest of the Hawaii Congressional
Delegation, have spent over ten years working to enact this

bill, which clarifies the existing legal and political relationship

between Native Hawaiians and the United States.
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-~ In 1993, Senator Inouye and | were successful in
enacting the Apology Resolution.

The Resolution provided a formal apology to Native
Hawaiians for the United States’ role in the overthrow of the
Kingdom of Hawaii -- and with the apology, the United States
committed itself to a process of reconciliation.

The Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act

is the next step in the recohciliation process.

While Congress has traditionally treated Native
Hawaiians in a manner parallel to American Indians and
Alaska Natives, the federal policy of self-governance and
self-determination has not been formally extended to Native
Hawaiians.

My bill authorizes a process for the reorganization of the
Native Hawaiian governing entity - for the purposes of a
federally recognized government-to-government relationship,

- similar to what our nation’s other indigenous people enjoy.
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Once the Native Hawaiian governing entity is
recognized, the bill establishes an inclusive, democratic
process -- where individuals representing both Native
Hawaiians and non-Native Hawaiians can come together
and address critical issues.

Negotiations between the Native Hawaiian entity and the
federal and state governments may address issues such as
the transfer of lands, assets, and natural resources -- and
jurisdiction over them.

Any agreements reached during negotiations will require
implementing legislation by the state and federal

governments.

My legislation is important because it provides a

structured process that will allow all the people of Hawaii to
come together to address the longstanding issues resulting

from the overthrow of the 'Kingdom of Hawaii.
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While this process will not be easy, it will bring us

together and allow us to move forward as a state.

Enactment of the bill:
e Will NOT allow for private lands to be taken:
e Will NOT lead to Hawaii seceding from the Union:

’

e and, will NOT allow for gambling in Hawaii.

Instead, the legislation will allow us to ensure the
Hawaiian culture is perpetuated - and provide a better

future for all children of Hawaii.

This bill is long overdue -- and | am working hard to

make sure it is enacted into law this year.

In July, Senator Inouye and | came to an agreement with

Governor Lingle to amend the bill and secure her support.
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| am delighted that we have the support of the state and
confirmed support from:
e the Obama Administration,
e the Native Hawaiian community,

e and native and non-native groups in Hawaii and

across the country.

With this united front, | am optimistic that we can bring
this bill to the Senate floor -- and ultimately send it to the
president for his signature.

It is time for the United States to finally right its wrong -

and bring parity to Native Hawaiians.

| express my gratitude(io Mr. Goro Arakawajand the
members of the West Pearl Harbor Rotary Club for inviting
me to join you today.

Aloha and mahalo.

[END]
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