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Mother month of the so-cslled *"New Society has passed end the
regine continues to show both of its:feces. On the one side the
ruling cligne. continues to look widiculous-ar it puts on obnoxious
showe of weelth ot the people's expense and -on the other the dic-—
teator gcthers greaterilegelistic legitimacy, -or trys to, for hig
handit regime, Yot g1l the while corruption continues, more and
more political "undegirables" are arrested, and the people face a
food shortage which promiges to be the worst in the country's -
hipgtory.

- puring the latter part of June the American pignist Ven fliburn

ceme to the Philippines and gave two performances at the Gulitural
Center. The beautlful and gentle Imelda latched on to him like o
leach end the Dgily Ixpress mounted a congbant barrage of specizl
features on his artlstlc abilities. The campaign did not, -however,
seriously weaken llora Munor's popularity. :

Bayly +thig month the Philippines azain’ hogted I, Cliburn ‘who
returned just in time for the opening cerefonies of the Miarcos
Bridge" which spans the Saa Juanico -Straits to connect Samar and
Leybte. In'sddition t0:Vaan Cliburn the alfair was well attended by
other star studded guests such as Christina Ford ond her jetset
retinue of Italian Countesses, etc. Lavish and gsudy are the only
vords to describe the cecvenonieg, ILimousires were shippeé down
from Kanila for the 2.16 Rilometer drive scerogs the bridge as were
two grand plano~ (one extxa in case enything shouid happez to the
firgt) for Ven to play ia cage he could be prevailed upon. He couvldn't.

"Back in Tanila a pieno ‘concert ot the Areneta Coliseum wWasg:.
hagtily scheduled for July 4th, Fil-Am Friendship Day. Once again
stories about Cliburn were in the papers. So often were Imelda
and Cliburn mentioned in the same connection that they became a
favorite topic of conversation during wonen's maehjons games. The
point of the discussion was that if Fil could play around as ruch
ag he does why couldn'l Imelde have a boyfriend Pfor herself., ' Others
who have legs faith din tne artist's nascullnity couldn’t understaend
why there was. so much fusy over Thig, Anerican bakle.:

: At any rate, the ‘tickets quickly gold oult for the™ concer’b 'xnd
the 'crowds jammed' the Coliseum at the appointed time of 5:30. On
the way inside ladies handbags were checked for "security reasons"
and ' all. of General Ver's Presgidential Guarde must -have been pre~
sent. Thege fellows are cauy to spot.as shey're slways wearing
identical polo’ barongs. . Even though. Imelda and Cliburn were seen
arriviang quite early sghe didn'®t come out from the backsiage. area
to take her seat until 6:30. IHer cntr?nco was. announced over the
public address system but gained only a weak response from the in-
patient- audience. : Van Cliburn casme qut some fifteen. or twenty .
minutes later and the concert _started.

After the concert Imelda's blue l=adiés, who hrve becore known
ag green lgdiep in honor of the green revolution, threw roses onto
the stage. .Imelda threw a full bougquet which fell chort of the
target. . The day wag saved, however, by lrg, Iucrecia Kesilag the
mugic director of the Cultural Center, who retrieved the Tlowers
from the floor end personally took them up to Ven Cliburn and in
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Hathe process Lis u*ed her job tenure.
But Mexrtial Law is not only fnrcc, it is 2lso deadly serious.

As eve*vboay ig well aware, the’ Wuraﬂbay was first adopted
becauge, as Harcos was surpr1°cd t0 learn, the people were going
to soundly“defeat the falcze congtitution, The Barancay concept
proved to be a volusble took for *he dictator gnd once again it
is p*ov1‘g its vbility.

o ingure the Legality(?) of his contlnued role, liercos agein
called upon . the baraaﬂaj to rubber stamp ithe propogsl Ffof bhig
staying in power beyuno the expiration of his elected term of
office. To make sure that ngthing wovld go wrong this tine . Jaime

- Perrer wes relieved of hig position as the Chairman of the Commigs—
ion, on Elections (CONELEC) =nd was replaced by ilarcos tuta Senator
Leonsxdo Perez. As-well, the Commission was increased in gize = .
from three to nine members‘and filled with men of similar backbone

“as Ferez.  VWith theme measures ‘the COUELEC was deemed effestively
"eutralized® and its organizational machinery snd manpower was
placed in charge of superviging the barangay "elections® in place
of the ad hoc coumittee which henéled this task during the con-
stitutionel referendum.  Also, the issues to be voted on were

-annowneed only. shortly before the "election" and thig time free
debate wae not -allowed. . The only voice of orotest was an 'open
letter to the President asking that the "election" “be postponed
so that the public could fully discusg the issues and that certsin
steps be teken to insure honesty in the "elgetion". The open letter
wes signed. by such "scoundrelg™ and "ecnemies of dewocrazcy® as
Senator Salonga, Ex-Senalor Soc Rodrigo, Fr. Oriiz, S.J., Dishop
Ferrer of the United lMethodist Church, Ir. Vidal Tan, Joaguin Roces,
intonio Mirenda, etc, Iam encloging a copy of the letter in the
hopes that the edltor of PAiAYAG widl reproauce it for the reader-
shln.

A ngtionpide registration program was undertaken to meke sure
thet.- every eligible voier was sig nei up -and pcnqiulef vere d*amn
up for those who would fail to do =so.

Governnent officials and ennlOJees at 211 levels vere pressed
into the service of orlgrine out 'a 100¢ yes vote' by phrasing the
election question in such a mannor that their conilnuotlon if office
wae nmade eontingdnt upon 'such an outcome, Illeedless to =zay, the
governnent controlled press talked of nothinv elge but. the need
for an affirmstive resolntion:

The actual "election" wag held on July 27 snd 28 end, uhder
the threat of six months in +the stockade for not voting wi+nout .
good -cauge, the v0uers swamped ‘the pollins. places The_ actuel
voting, however, was not secret in any sense of t1e word ag the.
pepelr ballots were transperent allowing poll watchers to pee how
the bgllot was marked even as the yvoter was putting hig ballot in
the box. In gome barangaye of Mueva Beija ond Cavite noll watchers
went so far as to look at the ballot before zllowing the voier to
put it in the box, , in A Abra the voters were warned thet those
voting no would be picked up for questioning b by the PC. .In rice
scarce !'acolod, voters, were given a genta of rice in exchange for
their -yes vote.
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If all these measures were not enough the COMELEC glgo had’
each ballot numbered and fingerprintgd thug further intimideting
anyone who mey have wished to write strongly critical comments in
the space on the ballot reserved Lor the voters to write their own
suggestions ag to the future course of govermment. With measures
such as these the people who had the courage to vote no ghould be
warnly comwxenden for tHeir ‘bravery. = .

Yet, many voters didn't even get the chance to go tnrough the
motiong of voting in this phoney election.” In some placcs voters
were given gample ballotsg marked with sn X in the yes box and told
to drop them in the ballot box. In Bataan vobers were aheesdy -

;. saved the trouble of voting as it was dlresdy done for them. All
they had to do wes to countersign the registration lists.

: With en- "election” guch as this Harcos has assured himseld of
e "mandate".end As there'is no way to accurately tabulate the writ-
ten suggestions found in the remarks column of the bgllots liarcos
can glgo claim that gnything he desires,such as posgtponement of the
convening of the 11tcr1m Wationgl: Assembly as proscribed by the
new Congtitution, i1g the real wiga of the people as well. Hhis
"election" hss, nowevev given the people Lgotner example of how
sngke-like the dlctator reallj ig and the lesson is not bein»
wasted.

licanwhile, Senators Aguino and Diokno are still behind bars
in Fort Bonifacic but their wives remzin active in their crusade
to free their loved ones.- Early this last month cases of habeasg
corpus were filYed on behglf of the Senators using the simple logic
that if lartial -Law has restored peace to the countrysioe and pro-
sperity to the nation, -as Marcog has reneatedly claimed, there is
no reason why the imprigomment without trial of the Senators shonld
contimue., 4his demend has so stumped the Solicitor-Generasl thatb :
he hag already asked for three posiponements from the Sunreme
Court to prepere an enswer to the petition.

.- ""Bven while ‘some- "political" prisoners are beingz rcles sed, the
mogt notable being -Gary Olivar who has been in Ca'p Crame since
the' guspension of the writ of habeas corpus slmost two rears ago,
it seems -as though the percentage and abgolute numher of this type
of prisoner.is beconing mich greater.  Hot only are the "criminal
elements" being turned loose ‘but a grester munber of "subversives"
are being sought for srrest, - Although difficult to prove it seems
that the intelligence people are being assisted by the Fanila Uni-
vergities., . Any student “even suspected "of activism is denied rein-
rollment by the downtown aschools but cen ususlly find & place in
U.P, Diliman. On the sprawling U.P. campusg surveillance is ecasier
then in the lignila schools and old activists cen easily be 1nvcst—
igated. Already some people have been arrested on the U.R.'s .
campus. The arrest of Carol Pagaduan, former Vice-Chalrman of the
U,P., Student Council elected under the "radicgls" party is a case
in point. ©She came out of hiding because she believed the govern-—
ment's stated change -in policy towards former activists under the
amnesty progranm. Wiser activists continue their 1ife underground
where freedom is comparatively greater than in a Canp Crame deten—
tion ¢ cell.

Corruption continues unsbated even though the forms and levels
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of this degeneracy have changed somevhst. As could be expected,
the mll‘tary enlisteduen, not witheuandiug the cleing to. the con-
trexry, have assumed the place of the towm police and the netty
bnrc~uc::tn and now collect the mmall fong thatthese fellows. for—
merly recieved.. ' 'The PC wac 2lways corrupt but. noy other branches
of the Armed I'orcce are leginning to.ge "on the Take'.. On the
other hand, while pelty buresucrats sre now the ™"untouchables"
for fear of domihg theixr jobs this doesn't mean that the civil
governme 1t has oomplnmelJ changed ite weys. Some indiviﬁuals in
the logging business in Northern Luzon claim that in the 0ld Society
the prowinecizl Bureslt of Forestry director could be bought off with
a couple bottles of Scobch and a small kikkback, 6Gone are the zood
old days and now B of ¥ VIP's in Nanilao rust be dealt with end in
the capiial. the going price for a logging concegsion ig much higher
then in ‘the province. Corxuption contlnues in the Buremm of Custons
“gnd” the cosgt of getting frieght™cleared is algaer than before
lartipl-Law due to the imcreased ricks 1nvolve6 in; shaking the
public down, v

. In the pest few days Marcos h s announced a progran to weed
out "backsliding" civil end militery persomnel However, meny
people believe that this will be o half hearteé attenpt and riay,
in part, Pe simed at Secrectary of National Defense Jugn Ponee Enrile
wheosge su ar.in recelt weekg has been on g rapid.decline.

”he current rice shortage wae mentioned in relestion to ‘vote
buying during the recent referendusm but the situation deserves
much more attention than this as it is extremely criticel. After
the disasterous floods of last year on emergencv rice planting
progrem called "Palagad" was launched in order to make up for cx-
pected crop losses. Even with this craesh progrsm, however, it
was estinmated that the country wonld still be deficient by some
600,000 metric tons of it'§ rice necds, To £ill the gap imports
for this-amount were arranged. Yet, due to a combinstion of govern-
vent migmanagement and a sever drought-which followed ‘the floods,
the Palagad progrem fell far short of its goels. COfficial estime~
tiong of the expected shortage were increased to 1.1 metric tons.

In 2 desperate attempt to remedy’ the deteriorsting sitnation-
the wovernment hes 1) launched a new rice proﬂuctlon program, Has-
agenar99, 2) tried to arrange for =dditionsl rice imports, 35 backed
a campaign to induce peovle to conserve rice, 4) enfovccd a ‘P3.50 |
per genta price level for retail rice purchase 5) roided ware-
houses of rice hoarding middlemen, 6) given- const ént reassurance
to the public that there ig plenty of rice for 211 sgo as to min-
imize hosrding by individua=l fsmilies, and 7) has started a can- -
paign to promote the planting of rootcrops such ag camote,cassava,
ubi, etiec. . Only the craci-down on rice hearding middlemen has thus
faxr yielded positive results. p

In the first place, there arc no nore rice imzports.to be had
as all the rest of Asiaz, including Thailiand, is feeling the pinch
of rice ghortages. Second, the }lasagana =99 program will nov in—
crecase rice stocks for gome months yet snd even this long range
progrem lg meeting sever problems in management, finencing, and
the availibility of necessary in-puts such as fertilizers. Third,
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the price ceiling is often ignored and if rice can be found the

ot ig ot least P4.50 and usuelly $5.00 a genta. Fourth, the
aeu rootcrop program ig starting too late to give the required ze
relief. And finaglly, as the severity of the rice shortage is be-
coming increasingly clear to the people the Hew Society's reassur-
ance fgll on deaf ears ané enall scele hoarding is rampant.

Even ss early as the latter part of July the shortazéd was resching
acute pronortlons. Workers in one large log:ing co"*xmv in in-
danso are ¥ refusing their wages and demending nayment in rice as
money holds no importence for them if they can't buy food. On a
recent trip to lManils one industrizlist from Iligen went *o specigl
lengths to buy rice to ship South for his hungry workers. Individual
family members coming from the Visayas do the same for their own
kin, In lManila market rice atalls are often emnty a,nd lines of
people, occa ionglly reaching two city »ex blocks in length, form
in front of Hational Grains mthowity (HEA) rice déalers stbres

or behind HGA "rolling stock"™ trucks sent out to criticgl areas in
the city. NIilitary enli~ted1nen are -gaid to be given rationa of
.camotes rather than ri.ce.

As we enter Mgust reserve stocks dip lower and lower. What
heppens next is anybody's guess.

One fingl note. Since the President ceremoniocusly declared
that the rebel backbone in Mindanao had been broken the Menila
newspapers have undertszken a complete news blackout. liow even
occasional AFP victories go unreported. However the fighting con-
tinues. As one indication of its severity, the Loyols Funeral
parlor recieves, each week, between five and ten of the most ser-
iougly disfigured bodics for specialized treafment. It was Turther
learned that other funeral parlors throughout the Gréater Manila
area also have contracts with the AFP and are still sexvicing
nany wilitary casualties each week. Reports have reached Monila
thet the Christisn bandit gangs known as Ilagas (rets) which are
armed end supplied by the AFP have staged at least two ambushes
0f commercial busses carrying innocent civilicag., Anyone driving
a private vehicle is thought to be crazy.

And so the New Society marches on.
> : vl i v . .
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