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MARSHALL ISLANDS DECLARED DISASTER AREA: 

Patrick Vice, Red Cross Representative from the Pacific Division of the, American 

Red Cross, received word Tuesday, February 13, 1979, that those atolls and islands in the 
Marshall Islands which suffered extensive damage from Typhoon Alice in early January, have 
been declared disaster areas by U.S. President Jimmy Carter. Vice arrived in Majuro on 
January 28 to assess the storm damage and to coordinate his findings with the Western Field 
Off:ce of the American Red Cross in San Francisco. The Western Field Office is responsi- 

ble for liaison with the Federal Disaster Assistance Agency. The Red Cross tries to meet 

the immediate needs of disaster victims by supplying necessary food, clothing, temporary 
shelter and medical care until the situation stabi izes itself or until the Federal 
asencies take those responsibilities over. 

  

Vice indicated. that the food and clothing provision has already been adequately 
arranged by the Trust Territory headquarters and the District. However, the Red Cross 
has ordered repair supplies, mats and mattresses. "The problem," he say, "is getting the 
supplies here; they were ordered too late to get on the February barge." 

Vice explained that when the President declares a location to be a disaster area, 
Federal agencies and bureaus are activated to assist the people in that location affected 

by the disaster. The Federal Disaster Assistance Agency coordinates the efforts of all 

participating Federal agencies: such as, the Small Business Administration, HUD, Farm and 

Home Administration and the Federal Housing Authority, to mention a few. Efforts of the 
participating Federal agencies will be coordinated through the Federal Coordinating Officer, 
Norman Steinleuf, who is expected to arrive in Majuro on Friday. 
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EDUCATION PROGRAMS ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTION: 

The Committee on Convention Procedure and Jurisdiction of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, together with the Department of Education, have instituted radio and television 
programs to help the people of the Marshall Islands understand the Proposed Constitution. 
Radio programs can be heard on Station WSZO on Mondays and Fridays, between I] A.M. and 

12 Noon; and between 7 P.M. and 8 P.M. 

  

Television programs are pre-taped by the Marshall Islands Instructional Television 
Language Arts Project for viewing on the Majuro and Ebeye TV stations on Tuesdays, Fridays 
and Sundays at 8 o'clock P.M. Each program will be 15 minutes in length, and will consist 
of interviews with Con-Con delegates, including members of the CP&J Committee. 

Questions regarding the Proposed Constitution may be submitted in person or in 
writing to Kessai Note, Vice-Chairman of the CP&J Committee, Andrew Bilimon, Nathan Karben. 

Jack Akeang or any other members of the CP&J Committee. 

Programs will continue until March 1, 1979, the date of the referendum. 
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TH SPECIAL SESSION BILLS VETOED BY HIGH COMMISSTONER : 

Five Bills, passed by the 4th Special Session of the Nitijela, December 4-15, 1978, 
have been vetoed by High Commissioner, Adrian Winkel. 

  

In his veto messege concerning Bill No. 65 ~ "To reorganize the fiscal and revenue



Suretions: in the Marshall Islands: to create a Department of Finance and to set out the 
lunctions’ and responsibilities of the Department of Finance and the Director of the Depart-- 
ment of Finance", the High Conmissioner said that the bill; "greatly exceeds the parameters 
envisioned by the Secretarial Order (3027). As written, the bill, is reasonably subject to 
interpretation as establishing near-total administrative separation, to the exclusicn and 
non-recognition of my responsibilities towards United States grant funds, as an example.” 

Bill No, 74 - "To appropriate $64,000 for operation of the newly organized Marshall 
Islands Department of Finance fur FY 1979," and Bill No. 56 - "To repeal the District 
Surtax Act of 1975, Sections 5.201 and 5.202 of the Marshall Islands Code; to repeal the = 
Trust Territory-income tax law: and levy a tax on inecme ,” were both vetoed because they 
were dependent upon approval of Bill No. 65, which was vetoed. 

In vetoing Bill No. 23, which attempted to amend Chapter 1 of the Marshall Islands 
Code by requiring members of the Mitijela to be full time legislators, Winkel indicated 
that he "disapproved the Bill to allow the Nitijela the opportunity to reconsider the 
concept of a “full time legislature’ and fully consider the need for change between now and 
the contemplated constitutional government". 3 

Concerning Bill No. 58, which tried to create a retirement fund for persons engared. 
in copra production, Winkel stated, "The intent. of the. Nitijela is meritorious; however, 
amore efficient, workable method of providing retirement proceeds for copra workers should 
be sought. after adequate data has been obtained.” 
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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF NITIJELA - 1979: 
: The First Special Session of the Nitijela in 1979, began on February 1 for 15 

consecutive days. Operating under temporary rules, Atlan Anien presided as temporary 
Speaker. A 6 member credentials committee, headed by Representative James Milne, was 
appointed to examine the credentials of newly elected Iroij and legislators. 

  

The Credentials Conmittee determined that all newly elected Membérs: and Eroij who 
bresented ‘their’ credentidl8, weretduly elected. They wére sworn into“office and seated 
accordingly. TIroij Watak Kabua did not present his credentials, and the Committee took no . 
action on his seating. 

In other business, Atlan Anien was re-elected permanent Speaker: Iroij Namo Hermios 
was re-elected as Vice-Speaker; and Jina.J. Lavin was re-elected as Floor Leader. 

Speaker Anien appointed the following legislators to serve on the Nitijela Standing 
Committees: 

APPROPRIATIONS: Atjang Paul, Chairman: Ruben Zackhras, Vice-Chairman; and Bilimon 
Amram, Tom Kijiner, Henry Samuel, ‘ina Lavin, Ekpap Silk, Jack Jorban, Ataji Balos and 
John R. Heine, members. : 

_ WAYS AND MEANS: Toke Sawej, Chairman: Langinmo Jacob, Vice-Chairman; and ferok febon 
Zebedy Tarkwon, Chuji Chutaro, James Milne, Botlang Toeak, Wilfred Kendall, Namo Hermios, 
and Imada Kabua, members.: - 

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL AFFATRS: Tom Kijiner, Chairman; Ataji Balos, Vice- 
Chairman: and Henry Samuel, Neilan Elaisa, Langinmo Jacob, Kunar Abner, Lerok Lebon, 
Ekpap Silk, Evelyn Konou and Botlang Loeak, members. 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT: Kunar Abner, Chairman; Ataji Balos, Vice-Chairman; and 
Isao Kisino, Atjang Paul, Toke Sawej, Carl Heine, Chuji Chutaro, Jina Lavin and Amata Kabua, 
members. . : 

JUDICIAL & GOVERNMENTAL, RELATIONS: Jeton fnjain, Chairman, Wilfred Kendall, Vice— 
Chairman: and Namo Hermios, Neilan Flaisa, Ruben Zackhras, John Heine, Litokwa Tomeing , 
Evelyn Konou, Amata Kabua and Imada Kabua, members. 

  

  

  

  

  

_. The funetion of the standing cammittees is to review the Resolutions and Bills 
referred to them, hold public hearings, and to report to the Nitijela their findings end 
recommendations as to how the Nitijela should act on each measure. 
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Thirty-five Bills had been introduced in the Nitijela during its First Special Session, February 1-15, 1979. Twenty~seven bills were passed: one was filed: and seven died in Committee. 

BILLS INTRODUCED TO THE NITIJELA DURING FIRST SPECIAL, SESSION: 

Bill No, + = To establish a general effective date and termination date for all appropriation acts: to provide for reverter of appropriated funds: to provide for the general administration of appropriated funds: to amend Chapters 1 and 5 of the Marshall 
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