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•• YOU HAVE HEALTHY BEAUTIFUL EYES. FET’S OPERATE ON
THEM
‘The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the implantable
accommodative lens for use after cataract suriiery. The lens is equipped
with hinges ss hich permits the eye to adjust depth of focus, and thus avoid
reading glasses. It is more expensive, hut Medicare has ruled that doctors
and facilities may charge the patient for the additional amount. Now some
hold eye surgeons are using this implantable lens off label, and are oper
ating on rtormal eves with a procedure called ‘c lear lens extraction” for
preshr opic patents ._\ot content ss ilh the slash and burn laser treatment
for refractts e coors. nuss s e hate surgeons putting heaiihr er cs at risk
for infection. in lanimation. or possible retinal detach ment by replacing a
normal lens ss tb a synthetic. The promise is that the patient will no longer
need anr’ optical appliance. Cost aries around 54.000 to S5MU(t per eve.
Read the informed consent form cry carefuilr

+ LASIK HASTE MAKES MALPRACTICE WASTE.
A 32 year old investment hanker, graduate of Yale University and Wharton
School of Finance, responded to the advertisement and had lasik surgery’.
Instead of the desired result, the surgery caused distorted and hint-red vi
sion, and he was unable to continue with his occupation. He claimed that
TLC Laser Etc Center, a nation-wide chain, the “McDonald’s of Lasik”
{ platnttff attorner ‘s description), failed to diagttose his keratoconus. and
the resulting lass suit brought a record judgment of 57.5 million. The pre
vious top lasik liability figure was 54 million ass arded to the airline flight
officer ss’ho lost his pilot’s license hecattse of inability to see well at night
following lastk sorcery.

+ LIFE IS NOTA STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND BAI), BUT
BETWEEN BAD AND WORSE.
Experts in vascular disease estimate that 15,000 Americans die each year
from aneurysms. hut the number may be far larger since many people who
die suddenly are categorized as heart attack victims who may well have had
a ruptured aneut’ysm. It takes an act of Congress to approve a screening test
under Medicare, Senator Chris Dodd )D—Ct) and Jim Bunning (R- Kv have
sponsored a bill ss hich sets out categories of older people who ss ould be
screened and i’etmbursed by the Medicare insuratice progt’am. Categories
would include risk factors such as family histors, atherosclerotic disease,
high blood pressure or smoking. However, that ss ould omit screening for
healthr people who are possibly ust as vulnerable, If Congress decides
to screen the Medicare population for aneurysm, then just do it. and forgo
the whimsical parameters,

+ IF YOU’RE NOT OUTRAGED, YOU’RE NOT PAYING
ATTENTION.
And now the latest acronym to join the alphabet soup of medical jargon is
P4P, which stands for pay-for-performance. As if the Feds were not already
pushing physicians toward non-par with SGR, RVRBS, DRGs, HIPAA,
EMTALA, [IMO. ada—v ada. nose CMS seems determined to construct a
system which ss ill reward certain phr sic ians and facil ties fordoing the right
thing. Like so many government directed plans. there is a built-in belief that
many doctors and facilities are gaming the s\ stem, failing to provide care,
ovei’—coding. or ss hatever. Bos inc droppinss The os em’whclinine rnatoritv
of ph siemans are skilled professionals who take pride in their work and do
their best, sometimes despite the interference of CMS and other payers,
Man physicians are already considering optins (jut of federal programs
due to multiple burdens, plus the absurd SGR (sustainable growth rate)
reimbursement formula. This so far undefined P4P is one more straw. What
we truly need is a system to assure quality work and ethics in our politicians
and the bureaucrats who are purported to he public servants.

•. DRIVE (..\REFL!LLY DON’T INSIST ON ‘OLJR RI IFS.
According to thc National H ighw av ‘Traffic Satcir ,‘\dmii in istrat ion. 75(4
of auto-related fatalities are due to driser disti’action. Drisinc distractions
has e been a problem since Henry Ford filled tile su’eeis and hi ghw at
o oh model T. for nanv rears. it was ealine. drinking, or worrying about
the kids in the hack seat. In the 7lst cenlurt - the causes for inattention
have become horrendous. Besides the kids and food, now sve base radios,
cds, DVD players, cell phones i with camera and text messaging). lap top
screens, computer games and dashboard videos. Eighteen states, includ
ing H iw iii w loch h is ilO extstin4 law h is c let I ition pending to pull th

plug on mans’ of these des ices .and to define cleans the limitations and
oh Ii Sat Oils of tile dris Cr,

+ IT’S EVEN HARDER FOR THE APE TO BEliEVE HE WAS DE
SCENDED FROM MAN.
Senator Bill Frist. majority leader of the Senate, and in another life a very
successful cardiac surgeon, graduated from Harvard University, To his
credit. he went against his boss, the President, by espousing support for
stem cell research As a medical scientist. he could hardly do otherwise, httt
noss he has jumped to the other stde of the fence and endorsed” irttelligetlt
desigti as a tilethod ot earthlr creatiotl for instruction in schools. He stated
that he sees no contradiction in his stand. Intelligent desigtl is the current
phrase for biblical storv—tellitlg’ of how the eartll and its creatures came
about. Please wake up. Senator, especialls if rout plan to run for president
iil 201)5, because itltelligetlt design is a matter of faith and should not be
taught il public schools.

+ ALCOHOL IS LIKE SUCCESS. BOTH ARE OKAY UNTIL THEY
GO TO YOUR HEAD.
It is almost a cliche in this 21st century that the consumption of moderate

amounts of alcohol impt’ove one’s health, and a glass of red ss inc is purported
to reduce the risk of heart disease. Professor Arthur C. Brooks at Syracuse
Umns ersits ‘s Maxwell School of Citizenship amid Public Affairs, wanted to
determine ifthe use of alcohol equated with earnings. His data showed that
people who consumed a moderate amount of alcohol ) tip to two drinks a
dat ) earned I (IL- to 25U higher wages when compared with non—drinkers.
Contrarily, reseamx’h sllo\ss that beyond two drinks per day wages begin to
fall. Additiona1l. 55 hen asked to collect data regarding charity, Dr. Brooks
fotmnd that on average, non-drinkers give away $1100 per year. while the
average moderate drinker donates $1200 annually. Bet ond three drinks
per day, the boozer donates an average of $230 per year. So. have your
cocktail in the evening to hype your income, and remember you’re doing
it for a good cause as ss dl.

+ IDEAS WON’T KEEP-SOMETHING MUST BE DONE ABOUT
THEM.
Nothing ness’ underthe sun son sav’?CamelBakProducts. atinv company itt

Petaluma.California. designedasvater-filled backpacksvith atutheextending
to the illouth. primarily for use by hikers and climbers. In 200t). a cuistomer
and former fighter pilot (‘buck Hunter. sensed an emerging market for the
device, the desert based military. He qunt his job svith Lockheed. joined the
company and ultimatels became the company’s senior VP) or government.
military and industrial business. In the intervening years. Camelbak has
become a world leader in hydration systems. The Pentagon placed a $17
million dollar order, to provide a Camelbak system for all soldiers heading
to Iraq and Afghanistan. Fifty foreign nations have requmested the product.
and escn before the I,ondon bombings. Britain approved money to equip
police and first responders ss ith the system to keep drinking syater safe itt

a chemmeal or biological attack.

+ JUST ONE LAS)’ TRIP DOWN ‘I’HE INTFRS1AT’E.
In Dallas. lexas, a ss (man swerved her ear to as imid a large object on the
f’recw as. She thought it was a big box. hut w hen she saw feet stmcktng (‘ut
of the container she became alarmed. It ss as found to he a hods’ strapped
on a Gurney en route to a funeral home. Apparently the driver failed to
latch the rear door of his vehicle, and the Gurney rolled out. He later re
trieved the body and continued on to his destination, probably just before
the body called a cab.

ADDENDA
•: Shakespeare ilvented the word ‘‘erehalU’
+ A human blink takes )).3 seconds.
+ It is unethical for laws ers to have sc\ with themr clients because it

auto (itt5 tO (lOtihlc’ hilling.
•:. liaos. panic. d ms mm’der Ms work Item’s’ is done,

A[OH,\ AND KEEP THE FAITH — i1s
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