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Congress of the United Staies
Haspington, BC 20515

June 30, 1998
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The Honorable Boris Yeltsin
President of the Russian Federation
c/o Embassy of the Russian Federation
2650 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20007

Dear President Yeltsin:

It has come to our attention that Mr. Nikolai Kondratenko, Governor of the Krasnodar region,
has made anti-Semitic and anti-ethnic statements and has enacted legislation aimed at curbing the
rights of ethnic minorities. The Union of Councils of Soviet Jews (UCSJ) and the National
Conference on Soviet Jewry, worldwide organizations that monitor human rights in the former
Soviet Union, as well as several other Russian and American human rights watchdog groups,
have reported that Mr. Kondratenko has imposed Soviet-style rule over the 5 million people
living in the Krasnodar region. Mr. Kondratenko has allegedly taken steps to eliminate all non-
ethnic Russians from government jobs and has employed terror tactics aimed at cleansing the
region of Jews, Meskhetian Turks, Armenians and other minority ethnic groups.

It is our understanding that Governor Kondratenko is the leader of Otechestvo, an extremist
coalition that promotes anti-Semitism and xenophobia. In fact, UCSJ reports that there is an open
alliance between Kondratenko’s organization and the growing neo-Nazi Russian Unity Front
organization.

Memorial, a Russian human rights group, has reported various forms of intimidation of law
abiding non-ethnic Russians in the Krasnodar region. Road blocks, identity checks and sweeps
at markets and transportation centers have all been directed at non-ethnic Russians. In addition
Memorial alleges that Governor Kondratenko has unfairly targeted Meshketian Turks by denying
them basic civil rights such as the registration of marriages, access to social welfare benefits, and
local residence permits, passports and drivers licenses.

What is especially alarming is a March 4% report in the Izvestia newspaper detailing Mr.
Kondratenko’s speech to a group of Kuban youth in Krasnodar hailing militant anti-Semitism as
the goal of youth politics. Mr. Kondratenko’s speech was an anti-Semitic diatribe detailing a
worldwide Jewish conspiracy and included the following accusations among many:
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. The Chechnya war was caused deliberately by Zionists;
L] Homosexuality was introduced into Russia by Zionists;
n Zionists are responsible for destroying the Communist Party; and.

Governor Kondratenko used terms such as “kikes,” “kike-masons,” “cosmopolitans” and
“Zionists” 61 times in the course of his speech to the Kuban youth.

We fully appreciate the multi-ethnic make-up of the Russian people and applaud your effort to

‘*nsure that the human rights of all ethnic, religious, and cultural groups are guaranteed and

protected. We urge you to publicly condemn Governor Kondratenko’s blatant racism and anti-
Semitism and ask that his alleged violations of the Russian Constitution and Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation be investigated by the Russian Procurator-General Yuriy Skuratov and
that appropriate legal action be taken.

Mr. President, we know that you share our concern for human rights and appreciate that the
international community must condemn all manifestations of racism, anti-Semitism, and ethnic
bigotry wherever they appear throughout the world.

Thank you for your attention to this critical situation. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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