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"WHY I AM A DEMOCRAT"

By Spark M. Matsunaga 
U. S. Congressman 
At large - Hawaii

November 1, 19&5

Politics is a very exciting "business. It also can "be very satisfying, 
especially if one can look with genuine pride and contentment upon the 
accomplishments of his own political party. It was after making a serious 
study of the difference in philosophy between the two major political 
parties as expressed in their accomplishments that I chose to become a 
Democrat, and I am, in fact, exceedingly proud to be a member of the 
Democratic party.

As I see it, the Democratic party has a record, dating back to the 
days of Thomas Jefferson, of working for people, peace, and prosperity. 
And as a Democrat I am decidedly pleased with that record, in every 
respect.

The first session of the 89th Congress, which has Just adjourned, 
provided additional proof that the Democratic party is unquestionably the 
party of the people. The "Great Society" legislative program—much of 
which already has become the law of the Land—is based upon the fact that 
some of our own citizens are still, in this Land of abundance, at this late 
date, in desperate need of assistance. And the Johnson administration, 
acting in keeping with long established traditions of the Democratic party, 
has moved and shall continue to move to rectify that situation.

In this past session of the Congress—which well could be called the 
"Great Society" Congress—a host of measures have been enacted into law, 
in the interest of the common man: Medicare, a basic hospital insurance 
program under Social Security, a voluntary health insurance program, and 
a 7 percent increase in old age and survivors* benefits. A $1.3 billion 
program for aid to educationally deprived children from low-income 
families; a six-year $1 billion economic development program for the 
depressed 11-state Appalachia region; authorization of federal registrars 
to insure Negro voting rights in the South; an expanded housing program, 
including rent supplements for low-income families, housing rehabilitation 
grants and public housing for the handicapped; extension and expansion of 
the Manpower Development and Training Act and a Job-Development program to 
stimulate on-the-job training; revision of the immigration laws, replacing 
the discriminatory national origins system of preferential admissions for 
1mmigrants with advantageous skills, education, or training, or close 
relatives in the United States.



A few more examples of recent Congressional legislation looking to 
the immediate "benefit of the people are: grants and loans for public 
works, development facilities and other projects to aid economically- 
depressed areas; additional grants and loans to encourage regional econo­
mic development planning; creation of an Administration on Aging in the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare; an act establishing a 
cabinet-level Department of Housing and Urban Development to administer 
Federal housing and urban development programs.

Certain other legislation passed by both houses of Congress, although 
not as yet signed by President Johnson (October 27, 19&5) include the 
Omnibus Farm Bill, designed to reduce crop surpluses and at the same time 
increase the income of individual farm families, and authorization of 
over $1.5 billion to extend through 1968 the Federal anti-poverty programs 
under the Economic Opportunity Act.

In short, the 89th Congress—dominated by Democrats and acting upon 
a legislative program conceived by Democrats has put into effect a whole 
battery of reform measures essential to the progress of the Nation; 
reform measures long considered, long discussed, but heretofore regarded 
as impassable of passage. Credit is due, in large part, to 
President Johnson for his imaginative and energetic leadership in this 
regard. Credit also is due to the Democratic majority in Congress, which 
has acted with a remarkable sense of unity throughout the session.

And finally, we must not forget that credit also is due to the grand 
traditions of the Democratic party—traditions linking the Democratic 
majority in Congress today with a whole array of Democratic reformers in 
days gone by: Jefferson and Madison, Andrew Jackson and William Jennings 
Bryan, Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman and the 
martyred John F. Kennedy. All these were men of brilliance, ability, 
insight, imagination, and political genius. They understood, and kept 
constantly before the eyes of their associates, the fact that progress 
was essential to the Nation and the party, combined, and that there could 
be no national progress unless the political leaders of the Land were 
attuned to popular needs and popular demands. As a result of their 
stand on this issue, all these men—these great Democrats—became 
identified in the popular mind with political reform--and as such they 
shall be remembered in history long after their opponents—the anti-reformers, 
the enemies of progress—have disappeared forever in the mist of obscurity.

As the party of the people, the Democratic party also has endeavored, 
from the beginning of its existence over a century and a half ago, to 
seek for peace in every conceivable manner compatible with the honor of 
the Nation and the flag. Peace on these terms has not, of course, been 
obtainable on certain occasions. It is perfectly clear, however, that the 
greatest and the grandest efforts in behalf of international peace, in 
the history of man, have sprung from the minds of persons affiliated with 
the Democratic party.
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The League of Nations, brought into being at the close of World War I, 
was the design of the great Democratic statesman Woodrow Wilson. The 
United Nations, conceived at the close of World War II, was to a large 
extent the work of President Harry S. Truman, acting on principles set 
forth in part by another great Democrat, Franklin D. Roosevelt, in the 
Atlantic Charter agreement drawn up with Sir Winston Churchill, in 
August, 19ti.

In keeping with his Democratic predecessors, the late John F. Kennedy 
worked diligently for peace. His first great effort was aimed at ending 
nuclear bomb tests which were contaminating the atmosphere. His labors 
in this regard were crowned with success when, in August, 1963, represen­
tatives of the United States, England, and the Soviet Union signed the 
famous ITuclear Test Ban Treaty.

Since then, it has been necessary to send Americans to fight in a 
so-called '*brush-fire" war in Viet Nam with the object of preventing a 
full-fledged communist takeover in Southeast Asia. We all are well aware, 
by this time, that failure to challenge the initial thrust of the commu­
nist aggressor would have been an equivalent of wholesale surrender. We 
also are well aware--from the example of American participation in the 
Greek civil war at the close of World War II, the Korean police action, 
and the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962—that in blocking their initial 
thrusts wherever it may occur it is possible to hold the communist 
aggressors at bay indefinitely.

In time, it is to be hoped that the firm resolution of American 
foreign policy, coupled with longstanding American traditions linking our 
cause with the cause of universal peace, shall assist in putting an end 
to international aggression. When this has been realized we would be 
able to concentrate, even more than we are now, on the third great goal 
of the Democratic party: the goal of national prosperity.

It is to be remembered that Americans today enjoy the most abundant 
life of any people in the history of man. It should also be remembered 
that the Russian communist propaganda machine, which for years has 
depicted our population as a combination of fatcats and victims of star­
vation wages, now is working overtime to convince the Russian people 
that their way of life is almost as good as ours.

Actually, if we were to live on the same level that the Russians 
are living on today, we would have to come down a great many notches. It 
would require that we abandon three-fifths of our steel capacity, for 
instance; two-thirds of our petroleum capacity, and 95 percent of our 
electric motor output. We also would have to destroy two of every three 
of our hydraulic plants, and get along on a tenth of our present volume 
of natural gas, and so on, and so on.

That is the nature of our economic competition with the Soviet Union, 
so strong is our economy. And under whom has our economy grown strong?
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Under Democratic Presidents—men who "brought us from the "brink of economic 
catastrophe, in 1933, to the current condition of affairs, in which our 
poor people are fewer, in the percentage sense, than they have "been for 
many years, and even the poor are well provided for "by a compassionate 
Government that cares for the individual, in a very real sense.

Under the last four Presidents—three of whom were Democrats, one of 
whom was a Republican dominated as a general rule "by a Democratic Congress— 
there have "been no great economic crises. This, I "believe, is a result of 
the reaction of the Democratic party to the last great economic depression, 
from 1929 to 1933. In that critical period there were many who argued 
that all you had to do, in the way of overcoming an economic depression, 
was to wait for the passage of time, after which the economy was certain 
to recover without the help of the Government.

But in four years time, from 1929 to 1933, "the American economy did 
not recover. Indeed, it failed to recover until the Democrats took over, 
in 1933, under Franklin D. Roosevelt. It was then that the National 
depression gave way, "before the force of New Deal reform measures. Under 
the New Deal, Federal funds were poured into industry and direct aid was 
advanced to millions of starving and homeless Americans. The so-called 
alphabet-soup agencies appeared: the CCC, the NPA, PWA, FWA, and so on. 
People laughed at their funny initials. But nobody laughed at the jobs 
they provided and the boost they gave the economy. Under the New Deal, 
unemployment dropped rapidly, industrial production rose sharply; so did 
farm income, personal and gross income, and the Gross National Product.

Through vigorous concern for the fate of the people, the Democrats 
were able to conceive of a program dedicated to the immediate relief of 
human suffering. This was a new concept in national government—a new 
concept, provided by members of the Democratic party.

Yes, the Democratic party is, in fact, the party of people, peace, 
and prosperity. It has worked for people by promoting both peace and 
prosperity to a remarkable extent. That is why the Democrats remain the 
party of the majority. That is why Democrats have a right to pride in 
their party. In short, that is why I am a Democrat.
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date, in desperate need of assistance. And the Johnson administration, 
acting in keeping with long established traditions of the Democratic party, 
has moved and shall continue to move to rectify that situation.

In this past session of the Congress—which well could be called the 
"Great Society" Congress—a host of measures have been enacted into law, 
in the interest of the common man: Medicare, a basic hospital insurance 
program under Social Security, a voluntary health insurance program, and 
a 7 percent increase in old age and survivors’ benefits. A $1.3 billion 
program for aid to educationally deprived children from low-income 
families; a six-year $1 billion economic development program for the 
depressed 11-state Appalachia region; authorization of federal registrars 
to insure Negro voting rights in the South; an expanded housing program, 
including rent supplements for low-income families, housing rehabilitation 
grants and public housing for the handicapped; extension and expansion of 
the Manpower Development and Training Act and a Job-Development program to 
stimulate on-the-job training; revision of the immigration laws, replacing 
the discriminatory national origins system of preferential admissions for 
immigrants with advantageous skills, education, or training, or close 
relatives in the United States.



A few more examples of recent Congressional legislation looking to 
the immediate benefit of the people are: grants and loans for public 
works, development facilities and other projects to aid economically- 
depressed areas; additional grants and loans to encourage regional econo­
mic development planning; creation of an Administration on Aging in the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare; an act establishing a 
cabinet-level Department of Housing and Urban Development to administer 
Federal housing and urban development programs.

Certain other legislation passed by both houses of Congress, although 
not as yet signed by President Johnson (October 27, 19^5) include the 
Omnibus Farm Bill, designed to reduce crop surpluses and at the same time 
increase the income of individual farm families, and authorization of 
over $1.5 billion to extend through 1968 the Federal anti-poverty programs 
under the Economic Opportunity Act.

In short, the 89th Congress—dominated by Democrats and acting upon 
a legislative program conceived by Democrats has put into effect a whole 
battery of reform measures essential to the progress of the Nation; 
reform measures long considered, long discussed, but heretofore regarded 
as impassable of passage. Credit is due, in large part, to 
President Johnson for his imaginative and energetic leadership in this 
regard. Credit also is due to the Democratic majority in Congress, which 
has acted with a remarkable sense of unity throughout the session.

And finally, we must not forget that credit also is due to the grand 
traditions of the Democratic party—traditions linking the Democratic 
majority in Congress today with a whole array of Democratic reformers in 
days gone by: Jefferson and Madison, Andrew Jackson and William Jennings 
Bryan, Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman and the 
martyred John F. Kennedy. All these were men of brilliance, ability, 
insight, imagination, and political genius. They understood, and kept 
constantly before the eyes of their associates, the fact that progress 
was essential to the Nation and the party, combined, and that there could 
be no national progress unless the political leaders of the Land were 
attuned to popular needs and popular demands. As a result of their 
stand on this issue, all these men--these great Democrats--became 
identified in the popular mind with political reform--and as such they 
shall be remembered in history long after their opponents—the anti-reformers, 
the enemies of progress—have disappeared forever in the mist of obscurity.

As the party of the people, the Democratic party also has endeavored, 
from the beginning of its existence over a century and a half ago, to 
seek for peace in every conceivable manner compatible with the honor of 
the Nation and the flag. Peace on these terms has not, of course, been 
obtainable on certain occasions. It is perfectly clear, however, that the 
greatest and the grandest efforts in behalf of international peace, in 
the history of man, have sprung from the minds of persons affiliated with 
the Democratic party.
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The League of Nations, "brought into being at the close of World War I, 
was the design of the great Democratic statesman Woodrow Wilson. The 
United Nations, conceived at the close of World War II, was to a large 
extent the work of President Harry S. Truman, acting on principles set 
forth in part by another great Democrat, Franklin D. Roosevelt, in the 
Atlantic Charter agreement drawn up with Sir Winston Churchill, in 
August, I9U1.

In keeping with his Democratic predecessors, the late John F. Kennedy 
worked diligently for peace. His first great effort was aimed at ending 
nuclear bomb tests which were contaminating the atmosphere. His labors 
in this regard were crowned with success when, in August, 19&3j represen­
tatives of the United States, England, and the Soviet Union signed the 
famous Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

Since then, it has been necessary to send Americans to fight in a 
so-called 'brush-fire" war in Viet Nam with the object of preventing a 
full-fledged communist takeover in Southeast Asia. We all are well aware, 
by this time, that failure to challenge the initial thrust of the commu­
nist aggressor would have been an equivalent of wholesale surrender. We 
also are well aware—from the example of American participation in the 
Greek civil war at the close of World War II, the Korean police action, 
and the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962—that in blocking their initial 
thrusts wherever it may occur it is possible to hold the communist 
aggressors at bay indefinitely.

In time, it is to be hoped that the firm resolution of American 
foreign policy, coupled with longstanding American traditions linking our 
cause with the cause of universal peace, shall assist in putting an end 
to international aggression. When this has been realized we would be 
able to concentrate, even more than we are now, on the third great goal 
of the Democratic party: the goal of national prosperity.

It is to be remembered that Americans today enjoy the most abundant 
life of any people in the history of man. It should also be remembered 
that the Russian communist propaganda machine, which for years has 
depicted our population as a combination of fatcats and victims of star­
vation wages, now is working overtime to convince the Russian people 
that their way of life is almost as good as ours.

Actually, if we were to live on the same level that the Russians 
are living on today, we would have to come down a great many notches. It 
would require that we abandon three-fifths of our steel capacity, for 
instance; two-thirds of our petroleum capacity, and 95 percent of our 
electric motor output. We also would have to destroy two of every three 
of our nydraulic plants, and get along on a tenth of our present volume 
of natural gas, and so on, and so on.

That is the nature of our economic competition with the Soviet Union, 
so strong is our economy. And under whom has our economy grown strong?
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V *

Under Democratic Presidents—men who "brought us from the "brink of economic 
catastrophe, in 1933, to the current condition of affairs, in which our 
poor people are fewer, in the percentage sense, than they have "been for 
many years, and even the poor are well provided for "by a compassionate 
Government that cares for the individual, in a very real sense.

Under the last four Presidents—three of whom were Democrats, one of 
whom was a Republican dominated as a general rule "by a Democratic Congress— 
there have "been no great economic crises. This, I "believe, is a result of 
the reaction of the Democratic party to the last great economic depression, 
from 1929 to 1933. In that critical period there were many who argued 
that all you had to do, in the way of overcoming an economic depression, 
was to wait for the passage of time, after which the economy was certain 
to recover without the help of the Government.

But in four years time, from 1929 to 1933; the American economy did 
not recover. Indeed, it failed to recover until the Democrats took over, 
in 1933; under Franklin D. Roosevelt. It was then that the National 
depression gave way, "before the force of New Deal reform measures. Under 
the Nexr Deal, Federal funds were poured into industry and direct aid was 
advanced to millions of starving and homeless Americans. The so-called 
alphabet-soup agencies appeared: the CCC, the WPA, PWA, FWA, and so on. 
People laughed at their funny initials. But nobody laughed at the jobs 
they provided and the boost they gave the economy. Under the New Deal, 
unemployment dropped rapidly, industrial production rose sharply; so did 
farm income, personal and gross income, and the Gross National Product.

Through vigorous concern for the fate of the people, the Democrats 
were able to conceive of a program dedicated to the immediate relief of 
human suffering. This was a new concept in national government—a new 
concept, provided by members of the Democratic party.

Yes, the Democratic party is, in fact, the party of people, peace, 
and prosperity. It has worked for people by promoting both peace and 
prosperity to a remarkable extent. That is why the Democrats remain the 
party of the majority. That is why Democrats have a right to pride in 
their party. In short, that is why I am a Democrat.
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