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HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA 
SPEECH/GRADUATION ADDRESS 
HAWAII CORRECTIONS BASIC CORRECTIONS TECHNIQUES 
AUGUST 31, 1987

ALOHA, AND THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CEREMONY

TODAY. LET ME BEGIN BY EXTENDING TO EACH OF YOU MY WHOLEHEARTED CONGRATULATIONS

FOR, YOU HAVE ALMOST MADE IT. I AM VERY AWARE THAT THE ONLY THING THAT STANDS

BETWEEN YOU AND GRADUATION FROM THIS BASIC TRAINING COURSE, NOW, IS THE LENGTH

OF MY SPEECH. AND, I PROMISE, I WILL BE BRIEF.

DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, YOU HAVE LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT WHAT IT

TAKES TO WORK IN OUR CORRECTIONS SYSTEM. YOU HAVE LEARNED THAT CREDIBILITY,

AND THE COMPONENTS WHICH COMPRISE IT--INTEGRITY, PERSONAL, ATTITUDINAL AND

PERFORMANCE ATTRIBUTES, AND TECHNICAL AND GENERAL COMPETENCE—, IS ONE OF THE

SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS IN ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF OUR ENDEAVORS IN

THIS FIELD. AND, THIS IS TRULY NOTEWORTHY.
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YET, THERE IS ANOTHER ELEMENT WHICH, WHILE PERHAPS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED,

YOU MAY NOT HAVE INTERPRETED AS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR CORRECTIONS

SYSTEM. AND, THAT ELEMENT IS: YOUR CARING.

AS I LOOK AROUND THE ROOM TODAY, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THE MAJORITY OF

YOU COME FROM A GENERATION THAT HAS BEEN BROUGHT UP IN A WORLD WHERE CARING

IS NOT ALWAYS A BASIS FOR ACTION. YOU HAD ADVANCED, I WOULD SUSPECT, TO THE

ELEMENTARY LEVEL BY THE TIME NEIL ARMSTRONG FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON. AND,

I TRUST THAT YOU TAKE THINGS LIKE SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS AND THE SPACE SHUTTLE

SOMEWHAT FOR GRANTED. FOR YOU, OF COURSE, THIS PROBABLY DOES NOT SEEM MIRACULOUS.

AFTER ALL, YOU HAVE GROWN UP NOT KNOWING WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE WITHOUT DIGITAL

WATCHES, PERSONAL COMPUTERS, OR EVEN MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL. YOU HAVE ALSO

GROWN UP IN A WORLD INCREASINGLY ACCUSTOMED TO SEEMINGLY MINDLESS ACTS OF
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TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE, AND NEAR BLATANT DISREGARD FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS.

HERE, IN HAWAII, WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE TO KNOW A LIFESTYLE THAT IS SOMEWHAT

LESS THREATENING THAN THAT FOUND IN OTHER PARTS OF THIS COUNTRY. FOREIGN 

CONFRONTATION, AND DOMESTIC ALIENATION, HOWEVER, ARE SIMPLE SCENARIOS THAT, WE

QUITE FRANKLY, ARE NOT PROTECTED FROM WITNESSING IN THE WORLD AROUND US.

DAY BY DAY, IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY CLEAR THAT IN THE WORLD WE ARE

MORE ADEPT AT DEALING WITH TECHNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS, THAN WITH PEOPLE PROBLEMS.

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE WORDS OF POET LILLIAN SMITH, WHO WRITES:

"THIS IS THE SIN OF YOU AND ME, AND ALL OF US, TO HAVE MORE POWER THAN 

LOVE, MORE KNOWLEDGE THAN UNDERSTANDING, MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS 

EARTH THAN OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE UPON IT. MORE SKILL TO FLY TO FAR 

OFF PLACES THAN TO STOP AND LOOK WITHIN THE SECRET SPOTS OF OUR OWN 

HEARTS. FOR, FREEDOM IS A DREADFUL WORD UNLESS IT GOES HAND-IN-HAND 

WITH RESPONSIBLITY. AND, DEMOCRACY MAY YET BECOME A SPECTER ON

THIS EARTH, UNLESS THE HEARTS OF MEN ARE MATURE."

^06 3
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A STARK, YET RATHER VIVID, PORTRAIT DOES THIS PIECE ILLUSTRATE TO AT.T.

OF US WHO GO ABOUT THE EVERDAY TASK OF LIVING. YET, YOU, WITH THE SKILLS THAT

YOU HAVE THUS FAR DEVELOPED, AND THE MANY EXPERIENCES THAT AWAIT YOU IN THE

FUTURE, YOURS IS A GENERATION THAT I KNOW CAN PROVE LILLIAN WRONG. I HOPE THAT

EACH OF YOU, AS YOU LEAVE HERE THIS AFTERNOON, WILL TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO

RELFECT ON THE VERITY OF THOSE WORDS. FOR, YOU CAN MAKE A TREMENDOUS

DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD, IF ONLY YOU ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE.

CLEARLY, THE FORTY OR SO OF YOU WHO WILL GRADUATE TODAY ARE WELL-EQUIPPED,

AND SURELY ABLE, TO ACCEPT THAT CHALLENGE. AND, I TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN ACKNOWLEDGING

THAT FACT. SO TOO, SHOULD YOU.

AS YOU KNOW, ONE FUNCTION OF ANY GRADUATION CEREMONY IS TO SERVE AS A

RITE-OF-PASSAGE BETWEEN YOUTH AND ADULT, OR IN THIS CASE, BETWEEN THEORY AND

P^ete ^
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PRACTICE. AND, ONE ATTRIBUTE OF THAT RITE-OF-PASSAGE REQUIRES THAT I PASS

ON A BIT OF ADVICE AND COUNSEL. TO BE HONEST, THERE IS PROBABLY LITTLE THAT

I CAN NOW TELL YOU, FOR ONCE IN THE FIELD, YOU WILL SURELY LEARN BY EXPERIENCE.

YET, AS A PERSON COMMITTED TO FULFILLING MY STATED DUTY, I WILL LEAVE WITH

YOU TWO SUGGESTIONS. FIRST, THAT YOU ASK YOURSELVES TIME AND TIME AGAIN THE

FOLLOWING QUESTION: "WHY CARE? WHY, WHEN THE WORLD AROUND US SEEMS OH SO

PESSIMISTIC, SHOULD I CARE ABOUT TRYING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?"

THEN, HAVING ASKED YOURSELF THE QUESTION, I PROPOSE THAT YOU FOLLOW UP

WITH THIS SECOND SUGGESTION: THAT YOU ANSWER YOURSELF BY SAYING, "BECAUSE

I AM WORTH IT. BECAUSE MY CHILDREN ARE WORTH IT. AND, BECAUSE THE FUTURE

OF OUR SOCIETY IS WORTH IT."

YOU SEE, IF YOU CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR PARTICULAR CAPACITY FOR

fegeS
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CARING, THEN I BELIEVE YOU WILL HOLD THE KEY TO ANY DOOR, THE ANSWER TO ANY

QUESTION. I THINK THAT YOU NEED TO BE CONSTANTLY AWARE OF THE FACT THAT YOU

PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN OUR SOCIETY. YOUR GRADUATION SIGNALS SOME

IMPORTANT CHANGES, NOT ONLY IN THE LIVES OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES, BUT ALSO

IN THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE GREAT SOCIETY WE CALL AMERICA.

FOR THOSE OF US WHO CHERISH, RESPECT, AND ENDEAVOR TO UPHOLD THE ONE

TENET THAT MAKES OUR COUNTRY SO ATTRACTIVE—FREEDOM—YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS MEAN

EVERYTHING.

AND, LEST YOU THINK THAT NOBODY KNOWS WHAT YOU ARE DOING, OR EVEN, THAT

NO ONE APPRECIATES THE EFFORT THAT YOU EXERT, MAY I SAY THAT THERE ARE NO LESS

THAN 435 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WHO WOULD QUICKLY SAY, "YOU’RE WRONG."

W^e Cp
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WHILE WE, AS LEGISLATORS, ARE FACED WITH THE RESPONSIBLITY OF MAKING

LAWS, WE ARE WELL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THERE ARE THOSE, LIKE YOURSELVES,

WHO ARE CHARGED WITH THE EVEN HARDER TASK OF ENFORCING THEM. AND, THIS TASK,

YOU MAY BE SURE, IS NEVER TAKEN FOR GRANTED. FOR, WHAT GOOD IS THERE IN A

LAW IF THERE IS NO ONE WILLING TO UPHOLD IT?

SO, AS YOU LEAVE HERE TODAY, I HOPE THAT YOU WILL REMEMBER THESE WORDS

OF ADVICE AND COUNSEL; THAT YOU WILL REFLECT UPON THE TRUTH THAT LIES THEREIN.

AND, MOST OF ALL, THAT YOU WILL KNOW HOW VERY IMPORTANT YOU ARE TO THE

SUCCESS OF OUR SOCIETY. FOR, AS LONG AS YOU CARE, THEN I DARE SAY THAT

EVERYONE WILL CARE.

I EXTEND TO YOU, THEREFORE A WARM ALOHA, AND A SINCERE CHEER OF

CONGRATULATIONS AS YOU GO FORWARD TO PRACTICE THE DUTIES FOR WHICH YOU HAVE
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AKAK.

BEEN EXCELLENTLY TRAINED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST, AND FOR YOUR

FORTITUDE IN ACHIEVING THIS GREAT SUCCESS. AND, FINALLY, PLEASE KNOW THAT

THERE ARE MANY OF US OUT THERE WHO APPRECIATE WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, AND BETTER

YET, WHAT YOU WILL DO IN THE FUTURE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION, AND FOR YOUR GRACIOUS INVITATION.
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No___________

Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
U. S. Congressman
P. 0. Box 50144
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

Dear Congressman Akaka:

Re: Graduation Address: Hawaii Corrections Basic Corrections Techniques 
Course

Basic SoXSi t °k -°U tO °Ur ^J™^ peaker for the Hawaii Corrections 
ina for H F T!chnlclues Course graduation. The course is the basic train­
ing for all of our corrections Workers. It will certainly be a great experience 
laLcnal8^*^/0 be honored b* y°ur wise words. perceptive vision from a 
national perspective and by your very presence.

As a follow-up to your staff s suggestion, here are some administrative details: 

OCCASION: Graduation exercise for a Basic Corrections Course.

PLACE. East Room, Pagoda Hotel on the Kanunu Street side.

Iffl^^TE: 11:30 AM, Monday, August 31, 1987.

PAR-KING. Reserved parking in the parking lot facing Kanunu Street.

1BANSPORTAIION: Should it be more convenient, we are prepared to provide

transportation (262-2361).

ACTIONAL INFO: There are 42 persons in the class made up mostly of Adult

* »• Corrections Officers. These are basic trainees mostly 
from Halawa High and Medium Security facilities, Oahu 
Community Correctional Center, Women’s Community Correctional 
Center and Waiawa Correctional Facility. The Halawa Medium

v Security Facility was dedicated on August 4, 1987.
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We stress much about Credibility (which we identify as 
comprised of at least three general components - (1) 
Integrity, (2) Personal, Attitudinal and Performance 
Attributes and (3) Technical and General Competence).

ADDRESS TOPIC: Any topic/theme of your choosing which you believe will
be appropriate and timely. An estimated of 20 minutes 
are planned for your address.

Afain’ We are del*ghted and excited of your honored presence and feel confident 
that you will have a profound impression on our trainees.

Should there be any need for additional information or coordination, please let 
us know (262-2361). Mahalo and Aloha!

Sincerely,

ELWOOD L. REYNOLDS, CAPTAIN
Acting Corrections Resource Development 

Office Administrator

ELR:lyw
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AUGUST 31, 1987

ALOHA, AND THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CEREMONY

TODAY. LET ME BEGIN BY EXTENDING TO EACH OF YOU MY WHOLEHEARTED CONGRATULATIONS,

FOR, YOU HAVE ALMOST MADE IT I AM VERY AWARE THAT THE ONLY THING THAT STANDS

BETWEEN YOU AND GRADUATION FROM THIS BASIC TRAINING COURSE, NOW, IS THE LENGTH

OF MY SPEECH. AND, I PROMISE, I WILL BE BRIEF.

DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, YOU HAVE LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT WHAT IT

TAKES TO WORK IN OUR CORRECTIONS SYSTEM. YOU HAVE LEARNED THAT CREDIBILITY

AND THE COMPONENTS WHICH COMPRISE IT—INTEGRITY, PERSONAL, ATTITUDINAL AND

PERFORMANCE ATTRIBUTES, AND TECHNICAL AND GENERAL COMPETENCE—, IS ONE OF THE

SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS IN ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF OUR ENDEAVORS IN

THIS FIELD. AND, THIS IS TRULY NOTEWORTHY.
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YET, THERE IS ANOTHER ELEMENT WHICH, WHILE PERHAPS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED

YOU MAY NOT HAVE INTERPRETED AS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR CORRECTIONS

SYSTEM. AND, THAT ELEMENT IS: YOUR CARING.

AS I LOOK AROUND THE ROOM TODAY, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THE MAJORITY OF

YOU COME FROM A GENERATION THAT HAS BEEN BROUGHT UP IN A WORLD WHERE CARING

IS NOT ALWAYS A BASIS FOR ACTION. YOU HAD ADVANCED, I WOULD SUSPECT, TO THE

ELEMENTARY LEVEL BY THE TIME NEIL ARMSTRONG FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON. AND,

I TRUST THAT YOU TAKE THINGS LIKE SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS AND THE SPACE SHUTTLE

SOMEWHAT FOR GRANTED. FOR YOU, OF COURSE, THIS PROBABLY DOES NOT SEEM MIRACULOUS.

AFTER ALL, YOU HAVE GROWN UP NOT KNOWING WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE WITHOUT DIGITAL

WATCHES, PERSONAL COMPUTERS, OR EVEN MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL. YOU HAVE ALSO

GROWN UP IN A WORLD INCREASINGLY ACCUSTOMED TO SEEMINGLY MINDLESS ACTS OF
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TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE, AND NEAR BLATANT DISREGARD FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS.

HERE, IN HAWAII, WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE TO KNOW A LIFESTYLE THAT IS SOMEWHAT

LESS THREATENING THAN THAT FOUND IN OTHER PARTS OF THIS COUNTRY. FOREIGN 

CONFRONTATION, AND DOMESTIC ALIENATION, HOWEVER, ARE SIMPLE SCENARIOS THAT, WE

QUITE FRANKLY, ARE NOT PROTECTED FROM WITNESSING IN THE WORLD AROUND US.

DAY BY DAY, IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY CLEAR THAT IN THE WORLD WE ARE

MORE ADEPT AT DEALING WITH TECHNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS, THAN WITH PEOPLE PROBLEMS.

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE WORDS OF POET LILLIAN SMITH, WHO WRITES:

"THIS IS THE SIN OF YOU AND ME, AND ALL OF US, TO HAVE MORE POWER THAN 

LOVE, MORE KNOWLEDGE THAN UNDERSTANDING, MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS 

EARTH THAN OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE UPON IT. MORE SKILL TO FLY TO FAR 

OFF PLACES THAN TO STOP AND LOOK WITHIN THE SECRET SPOTS OF OUR OWN 

HEARTS. FOR, FREEDOM IS A DREADFUL WORD UNLESS IT GOES HAND-IN-HAND 

WITH RESPONSIBLITY. AND, DEMOCRACY MAY YET BECOME A SPECTER ON

THIS EARTH, UNLESS THE HEARTS OF MEN ARE MATURE."
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A STARK, YET RATHER VIVID, PORTRAIT DOES THIS PIECE ILLUSTRATE TO ALL

OF US WHO GO ABOUT THE EVERDAY TASK OF LIVING. YET, YOU, WITH THE SKILLS THAT

YOU HAVE THUS FAR DEVELOPED, AND THE MANY EXPERIENCES THAT AWAIT YOU IN THE

FUTURE, YOURS IS A GENERATION THAT I KNOW CAN PROVE LILLIAN WRONG. I HOPE THAT

EACH 01 YOU, AS YOU LEAVE HERE THIS AFTERNOON, WILL TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO

RELFECT ON THE VERITY OF THOSE WORDS. FOR, YOU CAN MAKE A TREMENDOUS

DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD, IF ONLY YOU ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE.

CLEARLY, THE FORTY OR SO OF YOU WHO WILL GRADUATE TODAY ARE WELL-EQUIPPED,

AND SURELY ABLE, TO ACCEPT THAT CHALLENGE. AND, I TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN ACKNOWLEDGING

THAT FACT. SO TOO, SHOULD YOU.

AS YOU KNOW, ONE FUNCTION OF ANY GRADUATION CEREMONY IS TO SERVE AS A

RITE OF PASSAGE BETWEEN YOUTH AND ADULT, OR IN THIS CASE, BETWEEN THEORY AND

Paiges ^
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PRACTICE. AND, ONE ATTRIBUTE OF THAT RITE-OF-PASSAGE REQUIRES THAT I PASS

ON A BIT OF ADVICE AND COUNSEL. TO BE HONEST, THERE IS PROBABLY LITTLE THAT

I CAN NOW TELL YOU, FOR ONCE IN THE FIELD, YOU WILL SURELY LEARN BY EXPERIENCE.

YET, AS A PERSON COMMITTED TO FULFILLING MY STATED DUTY, I WILL LEAVE WITH

YOU TWO SUGGESTIONS. FIRST, THAT YOU ASK YOURSELVES TIME AND TIME AGAIN THE

FOLLOWING QUESTION: "WHY CARE? WHY, WHEN THE WORLD AROUND US SEEMS OH SO

PESSIMISTIC, SHOULD I CARE ABOUT TRYING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?"

THEN, HAVING ASKED YOURSELF THE QUESTION, I PROPOSE THAT YOU FOLLOW UP

WITH THIS SECOND SUGGESTION: THAT YOU ANSWER YOURSELF BY SAYING, "BECAUSE

I AM WORTH IT. BECAUSE MY CHILDREN ARE WORTH IT. AND, BECAUSE THE FUTURE

OF OUR SOCIETY IS WORTH IT."

YOU SEE, IF YOU CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR PARTICULAR CAPACITY FOR

feqeS
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CARING, THEN I BELIEVE YOU WILL HOLD THE KEY TO ANY DOOR, THE ANSWER TO ANY

QUESTION. I THINK THAT YOU NEED TO BE CONSTANTLY AWARE OF THE FACT THAT YOU

PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN OUR SOCIETY. YOUR GRADUATION SIGNALS SOME

IMPORTANT CHANGES, NOT ONLY IN THE LIVES OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES, BUT ALSO

IN THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE GREAT SOCIETY WE CALL AMERICA.

FOR THOSE OF US WHO CHERISH, RESPECT, AND ENDEAVOR TO UPHOLD THE ONE

TENET THAT MAKES OUR COUNTRY SO ATTRACTIVE—FREEDOM—YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS MEAN

EVERYTHING.

AND, LEST YOU THINK THAT NOBODY KNOWS WHAT YOU ARE DOING, OR EVEN, THAT

NO ONE APPRECIATES THE EFFORT THAT YOU EXERT, MAY I SAY THAT THERE ARE NO LESS

THAN 435 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WHO WOULD QUICKLY SAY, "YOU'RE WRONG."
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WHILE WE, AS LEGISLATORS, ARE FACED WITH THE RESPONSIBLITY OF MAKING

LAWS, WE ARE WELL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THERE ARE THOSE, LIKE YOURSELVES,

WHO ARE CHARGED WITH THE EVEN HARDER TASK OF ENFORCING THEM. AND, THIS TASK,

YOU MAY BE SURE, IS NEVER TAKEN FOR GRANTED. FOR, WHAT GOOD IS THERE IN A

LAW IF THERE IS NO ONE WILLING TO UPHOLD IT?

SO, AS YOU LEAVE HERE TODAY, I HOPE THAT YOU WILL REMEMBER THESE WORDS

OF ADVICE AND COUNSEL; THAT YOU WILL REFLECT UPON THE TRUTH THAT LIES THEREIN.

AND, MOST OF ALL, THAT YOU WILL KNOW HOW VERY IMPORTANT YOU ARE TO THE

SUCCESS OF OUR SOCIETY. FOR, AS LONG AS YOU CARE, THEN I DARE SAY THAT

EVERYONE WILL CARE.

I EXTEND TO YOU, THEREFORE, A WARM ALOHA, AND A SINCERE CHEER OF

CONGRATULATIONS AS YOU GO FORWARD TO PRACTICE THE DUTIES FOR WHICH YOU HAVE
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BEEN EXCELLENTLY TRAINED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST, AND FOR YOUR

FORTITUDE IN ACHIEVING THIS GREAT SUCCESS. AND, FINALLY, PLEASE KNOW THAT

THERE ARE MANY OF US OUT THERE WHO APPRECIATE WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, AND BETTER

YET, WHAT YOU WILL DO IN THE FUTURE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION AND FOR YOUR GRACIOUS INVITATION.

Rye. 8


