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ow only you can prevent the industri-
alization of Hawaii. Here are the derails:

The largest and most expensive energy development ever
. on the Big Island of Hawaii is now getting underway—
geothermal drilling on the slopes of the active Mauna Loa
volcano, at Kilauea. One drilling site sits in the midst of a
glorious and unique Hawaiian rainforest. (See Box A) The
whole project is only a few miles upwind from Hawaii Volca-
noes National Park and from neighborhoods where thousands
of people live. None of these places will ever be the same.

To Native Hawaiians, the drilling itself is a brutal viola-

. tion of our religious beliefs. (See Box B) For us, the
volcano is a manifestation of Pele, the living Goddess sacred to
Native Hawaiian religion. To violate Pele by drilling into her
body is as outrageous to us as someone bulldozing the Sistine
Chapel would be to Christians. But you don’t have to be

religious to be horrified.
3 The developers say geothermal drilling does not
. harm the environment. Nothing could be less true. For
example, geothermal production releases into the air a toxic,
corrosive gas called hydrogen sulfide, which smells like rotten
eggs or stinking sewage. At very low levels the odor is annoying,
and can be sickening to the very young, the ill, the elderly,
and pregnant women. At higher levels, the gas can kill.
Depending how the wind is blowing, even normal operations
may make life unpleasant for nearby communities. These
include the National Park, where two million visitors come
each year, a major economic resource. How do you think
visitors will react to the stink? And what of non-normal events?

What if there’s an accident?
Remember, the drilling is into an active volcano. Earth
. movements are common. So are lava eruptions and
cracks in the Earth. Only one such event could break-up the
wells and pipelines, releasing a toxic cloud over thousands
of homes. It could also blow over the spectacular black
sand beach at Kalapana, and around the bend to Kona. The
developers say this risk is small, but they are gambling with
our homes, our future, and as we'll see, our money.

Box B.

DESECRATION OF PELE
The Hawaziian Religious Viewpoint

The United States is supposed to guarantee freedom for all

religious worship, but it looks like it doesn’t apply to all religions. The
Hawaiian religion, still observed by thousands of us, is different from
Christianity, or Judaism or Buddhism. Like Native Americans, our
religion is in Nature. To Hawaiians, our Gods and Goddesses are
alive and with us. On the Big Island, the Goddess Pele appears to us
daily in all her forms. She is the volcano, the lava, the steam, the heat,
the vapor. Her family is present in the fern, certain shrubs, certain
native trees. She is the land itself. We pray to her daily. Many of our
chants and hula are for her and about her. We believe some of us are
descended from her: This is the way we have believed for thousands of
years. For us it is a sacrilege to drill holes into Pele’s body, to capture
her steam, to destroy her rainforests, all so some people can make
money. Such things should never be done to sacred places. But when
we argue that point in courts or commissions they don't take us seri-
ously. We are ignored. This is not right. It is not respectful of our reli-
gion or of Hawaiian people. It is also a violation of American law
protecting religious worship. So we are struggling to stop geothermal
drilling of Pele. We are taking our case to the U.S. Supreme Court.
And we are running ads. Please join our campaign. Use the coupons.

Ralph Palikapu Dedman, fisherman, Punalu’u, Hawaii
(President, Pele Defense Fund)

Noa Emmett Aluli, physician, Kaunakakai, Molokai
(Vice President, Pele Defense Fund)

Lehua Lopez, environmental activist, Hilo, Hawaii
(Secretary-Treasurer, Pele Defense Fund)
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NEW
HAWAII?

abeth Garsonnin

Illustrations and photos by Eli

Here is an artists conception of what the Big Is/und of Hawaii may look like if plans proceed for the new geothermal energy development,

undersea cable, and industrialization. Thousands of electrical towers, 87 feet tall, marching across the /and Noxious fumes. Huge trucks barrelling
through serene neighborhoods. A metals smelting plant pouring toxic waste into the sea. Rainforest destruction. Pollution of the sea. Overbuilding
of cities. Higher utility rates, higher taxes, destruction of our quality of life. And for Native Hawaiians, the ultimate insult to Pele. Is this what you
want for Hawaii? Is this the Hawaii you love? If not, you can help change the future. Please mail the coupons.

5 Then there’s the noise. When geothermal wells are first
. vented, the closest sound to it is a 747 taking off. Except
this takeoff can last eight hours for several days per week.
Then there’ll be clanging pipes and huge tractor-trailer trucks
climbing up and down the once serene hills, night and day.
For people who moved to this place for its wonderful rural
quality, and for a peaceful future for their kids, that dream

might be destroyed.
6 Power lines. Huge new electrical towers and power lines
, will crisscross the southern part of Hawaii. Worse, if
the next stage proceeds (an undersea cable), more than 1,000
electrical towers, 87 feet tall (as tall as a nine-story building)
will march across the island. The route is directly over The
Saddle between Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea. Right now that
route offers visitors one of the most magnificent, unusual
and uncrowded scenic drives in the world.

One of the developers, Campbell Estate, says it hopes to
. generate at least 300 megawatts of electricity from their
geothermal projects. Other developers will add to this total. But
as the Big Island only uses about 110 MGW, the big question
remains: What on earth is such excess energy for? Two things:
the rampant industrialization of this island, and, via the under-
water cable, to ship power to Oahu and Maui so they can
develop even more.

Here on the Big Island, the plans include a missile

. launching facility, expanded resort and condo devel-
opment, expanded cities and worst of all, a metals smelting
plant. This will service the ocean mining industry, converting
metal-bearing ocean crust into manganese, cobalt and nickel.
The plants will also produce a huge toxic waste problem,
with the poisons to be dumped into ocean trenches. These
same trenches are now among our richest fishing grounds.
So much for our local fishermen. And so much for our
coastline. And for Hawaii, it will be a step from which

there’s no going back.
9 The developers tell us new jobs will result. But none of

» these industries are labor intensive. Anyway, the few high
paying skilled jobs will be filled by people imported from the
mainland. The local people will wind up with jobs as janitors,
sweepers, bus boys and maids. Is that the economic help we
need? Miserable jobs in an industrial slum? No. What we need
is this: Clean water and air. Our fishing grounds and our
beaches preserved. And if it’s our economic welfare that’s the
goal, then wed greatly appreciate the release of some Hawaiian

Homelands for agriculture, as was promised long ago.
] Now for the science fiction part; transmitting the
» surplus power to Maui and Oahu by an undersea

cable. Here’s the problem: The Big Island- Maui portion of the
cable must cross a deep, treacherous, geologically unstable

channel, 6,500 feet deep. That is seven times deeper than any
cable has ever been laid. So far, no one has any idea how to
build such a cable, but theyre going for it—funded by the power
company, the State of Hawaii and the US. government. For
Hawaii residents that means much higher utility rates, and
higher state and federal taxes. (Mainlanders pay only once.)

The developers claim that building this fantasy cable

« will cost “only” one and three quarters billion dollars.

(If true that would cost every family in this state more than

$6,000 in new interest and taxes.) But independent analysts put
the real cost much higher— B A

more than four billion. And
RAINFOREST

when the money is spent,
what will we have? We’'ll
have a fragile undersea
cable (maybe) that could be
destroyed at any time. We'll
have the further overdevel-
opment of Oahu and Maui.

On Hawaii, we’ll have toxic

fumes, noise, ocean and air

pollution, fields of electrical \ ,-
towers, higher rents, higher | ‘OU Hawaiian
taxes, higher utility bills and LANALANA ., - Floneycreeper

: g Happy Face Spide
a decimated rainforest. A

We'll have a direct blow at
tourism and at our lifestyle.
What a deal.

‘10 Hawaiian Hawk

Do alternatives

o exist? Of course

they do if only we reject that
industrial vision of Hawaii.
Our true energy needs can

The Hawaiian rainforest is
unique in the world. 98% of
the native plants, insects, birds
and animals can be found
nowhere else on the planet, but

be met by expanded use of
wind, biomass, solar energy,
waste heat recovery, more
efficient architecture and

here. But many of these are now
endangered as are all three

above. With geothermal drilling,

the destruction will be vast and
permanent. You can stop it.

most of all, conservation.
(Merely converting Oahu residences to solar water
heating would save 140 MGW). Such steps would not destroy
our islands’ beauty, the land, the ocean, or the quality of life.
¢ € ‘e

Until now, Native Hawaiian people who sponsor this ad, acting
to protect our religion, have not sought outside support. But
two geothermal projects are blazing forward. We need your
help. Everyone who lives in this state has a stake in the out-
come. In fact Hawaii is part of the dreams of every American.
So please join us. Send the coupons. Help with a donation. Post
this ad in a public place. Keep in touch. Mahalo.

PELE DEFENSE FUND
PO. Box 404
Volcano, Hawaii 96785
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AGeothermal on the Big Island?)

GLY, TOXIC,COSTLY
& SACRILEGIOUS






