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Committee for Justice for Domingo and Viernes 

Aquino Government Supports Justice Efforts 
111·:,\ SC E:-.:D.•\ :,.:C Y O F ORY 

T Aqu ino 10 the preside nc)' o f The 
Phil ipp ines has 1101 onl )' ushered 

in a new era of dcrnocracy a nd re­
fo rms, but has u nleashed the most 
exciting oppo rt u nities a nd develop­
ment s for the Domingo a nd V iernes 
j ustice e ffo rts . 

In the civ il su it Dom ingo v. Republic 

o f The Ph ilippines filed by the fa m ilies 

of the deceased and lla n ked b)' the 
om m ittcc for J ustice , pla in tiffs have 

recentl)' gained undi spu1<·d legal ini ­
tiative a nd obtained explos ive new 
docu me nts which link the caulc ­
ba sed mu rders o f ilme Domin go a nd 
Gene V iernes 10 the ivtarcos inrdl i­
gcncc apparatus in the U . . T hese 
developme nt s ha\'c n :sultc<l in im por­
tant new refin ement s in the Commit­
tee's theory o f the murders, in pa rt icu · 
la r, I he exact roles p la)·ed by key 
suspects in the '"m iddle a nd upper 
lc:vcls'' o f t he murder conspiracy -
i.e., fro m M a rcos a ll )' l b n)' Ba ruso 
up to 1\forcos himself. 

Perhaps mos t impon a ntl)', these de­
velopments n.:prcsc ru new opportuni ­
ties fo r join1 effo rts with the Aqu ino 
governme nt , 

AQUINO GOVERN ME T 
SUPPORTIVE 
T he Aqui no government has indicated 
support fo r o u r j ustice effort s. uch 
support is entirely consiste nt wi th 
thei r co mmit me nt to emba rk upon a 
pro trac ted p rocess to dcn1ocrat ize a nd 
reform the Philippine governme nt and 
milililr)' a fte r )'cars of corrupt rule 
under larcos . 

In pani ·ular, the Mini stry o f justice 
has prioriti zed the Doi nin go/ Viernes 
case as one of the top three prio rities 
o f the new government in solvi ng 
ca ses involving fascist acts of the Nla r­
cos regime . The o ther t\\10 cases arc 
the di sappearance o f larcos critic 
Primit ivo l ijares, and the murder of 
Benig no Aqui_no . 

O ther ind ication s o r the reform effo rts 
include the cstablishmcnl o f the Presi­
de n tia l Comm ission on Hu ma n 
R ights, drn ired by former enawr 

J ose D iok no, lO investigate huma n 
r igh ts vi ola tions under the Nlarcos 
reg ime, and th · review o f intell ige nce 
files from the Presiden tial Secu rit )' 
Com mand, the National lntd lige nce 
and Security Authori t)', a nd the intel ­
li gence serv ices o f the armed fo rces of 
The Phi lippines o rdered by Chie f o f 
the Ph ilippine A rm y, G eneral Field 
W. Ra mos. Ra mos a lso has ordered 

the immecJi atc recall o f more tha n a 
doze n m ilitary a ncJ intelli gence 
o ll icers who worked under diplomatic 
CO\'cr or with fal se names at 1hc Phil ­
ippine Em bass)' in \•Vashington , D .C . 
and at consula tes in New York , Los 
A ngeles, a n Francisco and Chicago. 
It is believed that there a rc thousands 
o f doc ument s , a s well as the in forma ­
tion fro m n1a ny key wit nesses that the 
Co111111i11ec for J us tice hopes lo secure 
wi th the assista nce from the Aqui no 
government. Plai n1 iffs have a lso rc-
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5th Annual Memorial for 
Gene and Silme 

( i..• ll l', ILWU lnl'I Co1wcn11on. lfa....,.1ii Sdmc. Loc:al 37 Union Hall 

J une 1, 1986 marks the fifth anniversary of the deaths of Gene Viernes 
and Silme Domingo. The Commillceforj usticefi r111lj1 believes that our 
5-_)'ear quest fo r justice is closer titan ever to fl'a lization. In seckingjus­
tice, we seek 11 0 / only retributionfrom the perpetrators of the murders, but 
to also put an end to the l"l'prcssivr 1\,Jarcos i11 telligr11cr apparatus in this 
coun/91. M'i'furlher extend our broader political goals lo support the on­
going ejfor/s for democraq and reform in T he Ph ilippinrs. And in that 
light, we seek to canJ' on the work that Gene a11d Si/me had begun in 
their short lives. 
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Ac1uino governme nt cont . 
quested 10 visit The Philippines 10 
speak dirr t tl)' with th · ,ww govern · 
mcnl 10 explore opportunit ies for 
mutual cooptrntion ind\(' case . 

n the lcg,11 front, the Philippine 
government has retained new legal 
counsel in 1hc aM' after the origi nnl 
counsel for d1e rY1arcos gove rnment 
requested a 90-day dcla)' of proceed· 
ings in th · ,i,e . This dcla was cl ·· 
n iccl by Magistra te Phillip weigerl in 
late March 1986. Plaintiffs and the 
new law firm have opened up lines of 
communicntion to identify the mutual 
intcrc!) tS and concerns which 
may cxi t. 

Trial has b ·en set for April 1987 . The 
suit is currently in the fact -findin g 
(discovery) stages. 

MARCOS SUBPOENAED: 
On May 6, 1986, the U . . District 
Court in Honolulu, Hawaii , ordered 
Fcrclinand M a rcos 10 appear a t a 
deposition (questioning under oath) in 
the case and overruled Marcos' pica 
1ha1 hi s former immunity from suit as 
the Phi lippine head of state prevented 
plaimiffs from asking questions or 
obtaining documems from him . The 
Aquino governmcm , throu gh their 
local counsel in Hawai i, supported Lhe 
plaintiffs' position , stat ing 1ha1 Mar· 
cos enjoyed no privi leges or immunit y 
in chis suit recognized by the present 
Philippine governmem . The Philip­
pines indicated that it , as a party to 
the suit , had a number of pcrtinem 
questi ons 10 ask M arcos in the deposi­
tion. Marcos' appeal of Lhe court 
order is pend ing but is ex pected to be 
resolved shortly. Plai ntiffs and M arcos 
have stipulated chm the deposi tion 
could b · taken at his residence in 
Honolu lu a nd limited 10 1wo hou rs 
per day. 

T lw Philipp ine government has documents that prove Philippine agents 
in the Bay ,\rea met with Baruso. 

MABUHAY CORPORATION 
- "THE SMOKING GUN" 
The J DV has in its possession a 
n110!..i11g gtm dotumml which links a 
r-.<1areos-co111 rollecl intelligence slush 
fund 10 payments 10 ce111ral murder 
conspiraior Tony Baruso 1wo weeks 
prior 10 the Domingo/Viernes 
murders. 

When Marcos left The Philippines in 
lace February, he brought with him file 
cabinets containi ng his most sensitive 
papers . This was an obvious but futile 
a11emp1 to prevent these documents 
from falling into the hands of the new 
administration. The documents were 
seized by U . . ustoms ervice and 
turned over 10 the Philippine Com­
mission on Good Government and arc 
now publicly available . 

A key documcm entitled "Mabuhay 
Corporation 1a1cmc111 of Expense " 
contains a handwritten nmc at the 
bo11om indicating Lhe au thor wi th ­
drew S 1 mill ion from Philippine Na• 
1ional Bank for intellige nce purposes 
under the authori ty of the Chief of 
Scaff Commanding General Fabian 
Ver. The Mabuhay Corporation Presi· 
dcm Dr. Leoni la Malabed is a long· 
time crony of Ferdinand Marcos. T he 
documem itemizes expenditures for 
purchase of a Bay Arca radio station 
and campaign contributions 10 na· 
tional and California offi ce seekers . 

More si ni ster arc paymc111s for "spc· 
cial security projects; totall ing over 
S500,000 from 1979 umil early 1982 . 
Of special significance 10 our case is 
the itemized ex penditures ofS1 5,000 
on May 17, 1981 , a nd S15,000 in 
August of 1981. 

The day after the 1981 ILWU conve n· 
tion in Hawaii , Tony Baruso returned 
to Sca11le and irn mecl ia1cly purchased 
a round-trip plane tick ·110 San 
Francisco for the May 16- 17 weekend . 
Plaintiffs have alleged Lhill Baruso met 
with Philippine agents in Hawaii 10 
di scuss the murders. Baruso llew to 
San Francisco on May 16 on Western 
Airlines , and stayed in a hotel within 
blocks of the Phil ippine consulate . On 
May 17, it is presumed that he met 
with Dr. Malabed and receive S15,000 
from the special securit y project ac­
coum before return ing to Sea11lc 
that evening. 

worn testimony in th· tri als of the 
hitmen established 1ha1 : 

1. The murder conspiracy wa 
ini1ia1ccl in the days following May 17 
and culminated on June I , 1981. 

2. Baruso promised to pay the 
hitmcn S5,00 for the murders. 

3. Baruso met wi th Tulisan 
Gang leader Tony Dic tado on M ay 30, 
two days prior to 1hc nu1 rclers . 

The hitmcn trial s began in late Au· 
gust, 198 I a nd Baruso was arrested 
and released in lat· July 198 1, after 
hi s Mac- 10, 45-caliber execution 
piece was discovered 10 be the murder 
weapon . In Au gu t , Baruso again 
traveled on a 24-hour round trip 10 
California and anot her S 15 ,000 was 
ex pended in August 1981 from the 
Mabuhay Corporation statement of 
expenses. Plain tiffs believe this second 
S 15,000 paymem was for the murder 
covcr· up. 

The Philippine government has ad · 
mi11ccl chat Ph ilippine agems in the 
Bay Arca met with Ba ruso in the Bay 
Arca and in ea11lc. 
Plaintiff have initiated further invcs· 
tigation in an Francisco 10 track 
clown who withdrew the funds from 
the Mabuhay accoum on the key dates 
and 01her information which wou ld 
help fu rt her implicate Marcos' intcll i• 
gencc slush fund in the murders. 

Malabecl's deposition was taken on 
May 15, 1986, in San Francisco al 
which he admiued using his own 
personal funds for all Mabuhay Cor· 
poration expenses, but he refused 10 
answer any questions about the M a· 
buhay 'Special ecurity Projects' or its 
expenditures on the grou nd it wou ld 
tend 10 incriminate him . He d id pro· 
viclc a handwriting sample that will 
allow plaimiffs to establish whether he 
was the author of the M abuhay Cor­
poration's statement o f ex penses 
docu ment. 

U.S. AGENCIES 
QUESTIONED 
After live momhs of delay, plaintiffs 
held depositions of ten .S . govern· 
mem agencies in April 1986. Our 
requests were limited co .S . docu· 
ments indicating Philippine govern · 
mcnt involvement in the murders and 
did 1101 touch upon the "hard qucs· 
tions," e .g. , 'l bny Baruso's talc De· 
partmenl phone calls within 2•i hours 
of the murders, Baruso's high-level 



national sccuri1y clearance . or docu ­
ments indicating that n,w.il intelli ­
gence a nd the FBI had informed far· 
cos intclligcncc that Viernes had 
ca rri ed a large sum of money to The 
Ph ilipp ines in March 1981 . 

In itial promises fo r full cooperation 
and cxtcn ivc documen1ation turned 
into delay and obfuscation a ft er Mar· 
cos was deposed from power and 
policy shifted away fro m interest in 
Marcos. The plaint iffs were successful 
in obtai ning an excised version of the 
FBI main investigative files into the 
Domingo/ icrnes murders. However, 
other agencies ei ther provided no 
documents or asserted a foreign policy 
and national security privilege . The 
National ccurit y Agency, which 
monitors all cables and telephone 
communications between the nited 

1a1cs and The Ph ili ppines, brought a 
mot ion to quash our subpoena on the 
grou nds that "the requests were too 
burdensome." Plaintiffs believe key 
cables and telephone calls were made 
in late Ap ril, May a nd June of 198 1 
between and amongst Malcanang 
Palace, tvlalabcd in an Francisco, 
8 aruso in Hawaii and in catt le , and 
the Consul Generals in Hawa ii , an 
Francisco and ea11le. 

The CJ DV believes that we ra nd at 
the thresh hold of establishing, 
through docu ments and sworn testi• 
mony, the Marcos regime's involve· 
ment in the murders of Gene and 
Si lmc. Our present legal and politi al 
initiative gives the CJ D confidence 
that we arc now within grasp of the 
goals we se t out in this case . 

i\lcmori al cont. 

In cat tle, a Fifth Annual lcmori al 
is being held 10 commemora te the 
lives and work of Gene and Silmc and 
to reaffirm our comm itment to perse­
vere until full justice is obtained. Our 
distingui shed speaker at the Memorial 
will be M r. Bonifacio Gi llcgo, 1 a· 
1ional Coordinator of the Philippine 
Comm ission on Good Government. 

It is high ly appropriate that at thi s 
Fift h Year Ann ive rsary, we pay tribute 
and remember the lives and work of 
Gene and ilme. As young leaders in 
the anti -Marcos movcme m and in the 
progressive labor movement , Gene 
a nd Silme spent their you th and short 
adult lives fi gh ting f'or the ri ghts of 
workers both in thi s country and in 
The Philippines . As officers of I LWU 
Local 37 , Gene and Silmc were spea r­
heading the re form movement in their 
union at the time of their deaths. 
Gene and ilme were also members of 
the Union of Democratic Ph ilippines 
(KDP). 

As KDP members , Gene and Silme 
directed their energies into translating 
KDP's program into concrete action : 
organizi ng against bad worki ng con• 
di1ions and discrim ination, and tak­
ing up the struggle agai nst the repres· 
sivc Marcos dictatorship. 

ince thei r murders, much has been 
accomplished towards the vision that 
these two men shared . Their union 
has been reformed , yet cont inues to 
fi ght for survival against the powerful 
seafood industry intent upon union 
busting. The Marcos dictatorship has 
been dismantled , yet the struggle 
continues in The Philippines to break 
up the fascist infrastructu res and 
implement widespread political and 
econom ic reforms. 

Let us take this mome nt 10 pay tribute 
to the path that was laid by Ge ne and 

ilmc's work . And with this tribute let 
us recommit ourselves to the struggle 
for j ustice in the murders , and to the 
broader political challenges that lie 
ahead . 

We wish to acknowledge the following individuals , organizations, and foundations for their sup­
port . This is a partial list; there have been hundreds more who have come forth to support the 

justice efforts for Gene and Silmc. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT AIRED 

KGO-T V, a n A BC a ffi liate in San Fra ncisco, produced and 
a ired a n excellen t 30-m in utc investigative report on the M a r· 
cos intelligence a pparatus in the U .S . a nd on the Dom ingo/ 
V ie rnes mu rders. T he report represent s the ha rdest-hi tt ing 
medi a report clone to date in ex posing the ex te nsive and illegal 
intelli gence activities of the M arcos· type in the U .S ., a nd the 
U . ./M a rcos con nections in the mu rders. 

Encourage you r local a flil iate 10 air this report by call ing your 
local stat ion or by cont acting KGO-TV, 900 Front St. , San 
Fra ncisco, CA . 

Video ta pes arc also ava ila ble for purchase or group renta l by 
calling the CJ DV at (206) 682-0690. 

Committee For Justice 
P.O. BOX 14304 
Seattle, WA 981 14 
206-682-0690 

Al ice Mak 
Hamil ton Libra r y 
As ia Coll ec t i on 
2 5 50 Camp u s !toa d '(i 
llo no ] u ] u , 111 968 22 

CJDV UPDATE INSIDE 

CJDV NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 
At thi s lifth ·yea r ju nctu re , the Comm i11ee fo r .J ustice appeals 
for you r su pport . The Com mi ttee's successes have bee n ha rd­
rought a nd have cost tremendous huma n a nd fi nancial re­
sou rces . O ve r the nex t yea r alone, the lega l costs will be 
S50,000. Equally critica l is the CJD\/ poli tical education 
e ffo rts that fl a nk the legal work . The estimated costs wi ll be 
s ,~5,000 . While much of our support has co me fro m progres· 
sivc founda tions , the bulk of it comes from the hu ndreds of 
individuals who a rc willing to "give what they ca n .r 

SEND YOUR SUPPORT TODAY! 
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If you have moved ... please let us know your new address . T his 
helps keep our mailing list current a nd will insure that you receive the 
next issue of the newsletter. 


