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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON

FEB 1 9 1943

Colonel William P. Scobey
General Staff Executive
War Department 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel Scobey:

Attached for your information are copies of Reports 
from the Minidoka Relocation Center.

You will be particularly interested in the sociol­
ogical reaction of some of the people to the Selective 
Service approach versus volunteering. As you will note, 
some of the volunteers are family heads in their own right 
and no longer subject to parental pressure.

Enclosures

Sincerely,

Director
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SUBJECT: Minidoka Report No. 40

Registration! WRA registration is proceeding on schedule and 
the initial difficulties encountered the first day have been ironed 
out. At noon today (February 10) the first six blocks had been 
covered. Approximately 360 persons are being registered daily in 
two blocks. The number of citizen males has been about 80 each day.

While the WRA's part of the registration is proceeding 
smoothly, the War Department team is encountering resistance to their 
program of taking the applications of citizen males who wish to 
volunteer for induction into the Amy to serve in the special all­
Nisei combat unit. This opposition seems to stem from the older 
people, fathers and mothers. Both Oregon and Washington, from where 
the majority of the Minidoka center residents came, have alien land 
laws which prohibit an alien from owning property. Many of the resi­
dents owned land in these states in the names of their sons. There­
fore, they are afraid that if the son goes to war and is killed, 
their land will bo lost. "Washington State allows an alien who in­
herits property a period of grace of 12 years in which to dispose 
of the property, but this does not seem to satisfy them.

The interpretation of the separate combat team as segregation 
continues. The statement in the War Department’s message and the 
statement in President Roosevelt’s letter to Secretary Stimson that 
selective service procedure will probably be reinstated for Japanese 
Americans are two important factors in connection with the segre­
gation complaints. Those who dislike the segregation aspects of the 
all-Nisei oombat unit simply say that they will wait for the draft. 
The Army team is endeavoring in individual interviews with Army 
candidates to point out that the reinstatement of the draft for the 
Nisei is absolutely in the probable stage and hinges on the success 
of voluntary Induction. Several boys upon hearing this seemed sur­
prised and have expressed a desire to reconsider volunteering.

At smaller meetings and at the general meetings, several 
of the l8sei who have assisted the administration in putting across 
the program to the residents have been more emphatic in their lan­
guage than the administration and War Department representatives. 
These Isseis have pointed out to the elderly people their obligation 
to this country. They tell them if they insist on looking back to 
recent occurrences, such as the evacuation, they must look back 
farther to the time when they first came to this country and chose 
this country as the homeland of their descendants. These Issei leaders 
are frank in placing a burden of responsibility upon the older resi­
dents to see that the voluntary Army induction program is a success, 
that upon its success depends the future welfare of their children 
in this country.
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In the first three days the Army team has accepted the appli­
cations of 25 volunteers, one of whom withdrew the day after he 
volunteered. Of thia number, 16 are members of one group, namely 
the coal crew, who live in sections of the center which have not yet 
been registered but who could not wait until their turn came to 
volunteer• The resident who has been handling the coal crew, C. T. 
Takahashi, also volunteered although he is over the military age.

It is interesting to note that many of the volunteers are 
married men, in other words the head of their own families and not 
subject to parents.

Because it was felt that the sectional meetings being held 
each night were hampering the program by delaying the carrying out 
of the program to all parts of the center, the final four of these 
seven sectional meetings will be consolidated into two mootings. 
In this way the War Department’s message will have been presented 
by Lieutenant Arnold to the entire center by Friday night, February 
12. It is felt that the enlisting of volunteers will be carried out 
more effectively by talking to individuals and small groups when a 
more complete and satisfactory explanation can be given.

/s/ Harry L. Stafford
Harry L. Stafford
Project Director

/l/ John Bigelow 
By John Bigelow, 
Reports Officer


