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amount which will not materially reduce the means of carrying on our 
public improvements; but if the present military furce should be kept 
up, I would recommend a provision be made for it, by a new tax of 
about $50,000 per annum. 

The available revenue for the year may be estimated at. $320,000 
To which add cash on hand, 33,691 

: _ 353,691 
If we deduct the sums now due on former appropriations, viz.,$69,- 

273, there will remain the sum of $284,418 to be appropriated for the 
year upon which we have now entered. eke 

~ No one regrets more than I do, the unavoidable delay which has 
taken place, in presenting you with my report, and I hope the occur- 
rence willbe prevented in future, either by terminating the fiscal year 
on the 3lst of December, or by an amendment of the Constitution, 
which will: change the time for assembling the Legislature, to the 
month of June. : 

Gop sAvE THE Kine! eae 
meee GP: IUDD.2 
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To the Nobles and Repr esentatives of the Hawaiian Islands im ‘Tagit 
tive Council Assembled. 

Pusuic Scwoons. 

Fas presenting this, my annual report, I beg leave to lay before the 
Legislature, first, the condition of the public schools. In these the 
population of the Islands are more directly interested than in any other 
class of schools, and upon their prosperity depend the education and — 
consequently the civilization of the masses. 

In a statistical. table appended tothe report; will be found. a sum- 
mary view of the public shools for the year 1851 inclusive ;- and I wish 

_to observe that these statistics came down no farther than to the close 
of the year, the returns for the first quarter of the present oe: not 
having been received. ; $ 

_ The table referred to shows the following results: 
The whole number of public free schools taught by natives in the 

Hawaiian language and literature, in 1851 was, 585 
~The whole number of scholars. in ‘these’ schools during — : 
the same year was, eee 

The number of Protestant schools was, . "481 
- ~The number of scholars in Protestant schools was, “12,976 
~The number of Catholic schools was, ae 104 
The number of scholars in Catholic schools was, = —st—(<C*~S*« «OG 

- The number of readers in the public schools was, 8,076 
The number of writers, sales eo le % 220 
The number in arithmetic, ns q; 237 

_ The total receipts from school taxes in 1851 was, — $27, 782 93 
The total expenditure of the same on the public schools 

was, ; = Q6 RTF 08 
Balance on hand, Dec. 31st, 1851, Ae ae 2,511 85  
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My quarterly accounts of the same are herewith submitted, marked 

The essential features of our public school system have remained 
the same during the last five years; nevertheless it has been so modi-= 
fied from time to time, that I'deem it important here to present ‘a 
brief and general outline of it, as it now starids, ‘that the Legislature 
may be the better able to judge, whether any further modifications are 
required or not. The importance of the subject certainly demands for 
it the most profound consideration. 

GENERAL OUTLINE oF ouR PusBLic ScHooL. SYSTEM. 

Scuoot Districts. . 

The Hawaiian Islands are divided by law into twenty-five school 
districts, viz: Hawaii into 8, Maui with the adjacent islands of Molokai 
and Lanai into 6, Oahu into 5, and Kauai with Nihau into6. 

Position or THE MINISTER oF Pusiic InstRUCTION, 

By the statutes of the kingdom, the general supervision of the publie 
morals, of the parental and filial duties, and of the public and select 
schools supported by government, in ‘these twenty-five districts, are 
committed to the charge of the Minister of Public Instruction. He is 
required to recommend to His Majesty in Council, a suitable person 
for appointment as School Inspector or superintendent of each district, 
instruct them, from time to time, with the approbation of the King in 
Council, in regard to their duties, receive their reports, and account 
to the King’s Minister of Finance quarterly, for the ‘‘ disbursement of 
taxes and assessments devoted to the support of education throughout 
the kingdom;”’ to prepare suitable bye-laws for the internal regula- 
tion and conduct of the government schools, and define the obligations 
mutually imposed by law, upon parents, adopters and guardians, and 
upon children and wards; to make tours, from time to time of the re- 
spective islands, to inquire into the condition of the public schools, 
examine the same, and correct any abuses that may exist. 

- Scuoor Inspectors or Districts. 

‘On the nomination of the ‘Minister of’ Public: Instruction, ‘a School 
Inspeetor is appointed over each district, by the King in Council, with 
# salary not’ exceeding forty dollars a year, to be paid out of the school 
tax of the district. The laws ‘require only that he be a man of ‘* good 
morals.’’ ‘This ‘officer has the supervision of the public schools in his 
district, is the trustee of all the school property therein, is authorized, 
with the approbation of the Minister, to arrange ‘the smaller divisions 
for school purposes, as convenience may require, and report the state 
of the schools, together with the amount of his receipts and expendi- 
tures, quarterly or annually to the head of the department.  


