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Micronesian Status Talks Concluded 
Delegations from the Congress of Micronesia and the 

United States have concluded their fourth round of 

negotiations on the future political status of the Trust 

Territory. The meetings began on Easter Sunday, April 2, 

and concluded on Thursday, April 13, in Koror, Palau. - 

The following is the text of the joint communique 

released at the conclusion of the talks: 
Members of the Joint Committee on Future Status of 

the Congress of Micronesia and the President's Personal 

Representative for Micronesian status negotiations, met 

on Koror, Palau from April 2 to April 13 for the fourth 

round of exchanging views on the future political status of 

the present Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

Both delegations found the talks highly useful for their 
exploration of the two sides’ views as to the future 

political relationship between the United States and 

Micronesia, when the present United Nations Trusteeship 

is ended. Beyond that, the two sides reached basic 

agreement on many crucial and difficult issues. 

The first area of agreement is that the future 

relationship between Micronesia and the United States 

will be determined by a compact. That compact will be 

based on the sovereign right of the people of Micronesia 

to choose their own future. The compact will have to be 

approved by the Congress of Micronesia, the United States 

Congress, and by the people of Micronesia. The compact 

will establish a mutually beneficial relationship of free 

association between Micronesia and the United States and 

constitute the basis of the respective rights of the parties 

under it. 

The people of Micronesia will vest in the Government 

of Micronesia authority over their internal affairs, and 

authority over and responsibility for foreign affairs and 

defense is to be vested in the Government of the United 

States. It was understood that the Government of 
Micronesia and Micronesian citizens would be free to 

negotiate and to sign contracts which will not involve 

inter-governmental obligations and responsibilities; that 

Micronesian participation in appropriate regional 

organizations will be permitted and encouraged; and that 

there will be consultations by both the United States and 

the Government of Micronesia in international matters 

directly in their counterparts interest. 

The parties reaffirmed the preliminary agreement 

reached at Hana, Maui that the people of Micronesia have 

the right to write, adopt, and amend their own 

constitution, and that this constitution will not have to be 
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High Commissioner Johnston completed action on all of 

the legislation passed by the Congress of Micronesia at its 

Palau session this week, Senate Vice President Olympio T. 

Borja and Acting Legislative Counsel Mamoro Nakamura 

witnessed the signing of the Merit System Act and the 
Advice and Consent Bill (above). A final listing of the 

legislation appears on page 6. 
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First TT HiCom Dies 

The first man ever to serve as High Commissioner of 

the Trust Territory has died in Washington, D.C. Retired 

U.S. Navy Admiral Louis E. Denfeld, 82,died last week 

following a heart attack. 

Admiral Denfeld became High Commissioner on 
July 18, 1947, the day after the United Nations strategic 

trusteeship over Micronesia was established. He assumed 

the responsibility by virtue of his position at the time as 

Commander-in-Chief, Pacific. He governed the islands 

from his headquarters at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, although 

responsibility for the day-to-day operation of the Trust 

Territory was delegated to the Deputy High 

Commissioner, Real Admiral Carlton H. Wright, and his 

staff on Guam. 

Admiral Louis £. Denfeld remained as _ High 

Commissioner until April, 1948, when he was succeeded 

by Admiral Dewitt C. Ramsey. There were a total of three 

U.S. Navy High Commissioners before the first civilian 
HiCom was appointed in 1951.  



More on Status Talks 
(continued from page 1) 

consistent with the constitution of the United States; that 

the United States will not have the power to amend it; 

and that the legal force of the constitution will derive 

from the sovereign power of the Micronesian people. It 

was, however, agreed that the constitution of Micronesia, 

and any amendment to it, would not be in conflict with 

the compact. 

The constitution of Micronesia will provide for the 

structure of the future government of Micronesia, the 

procedure for the enactment of legislation, and the 

relationship between the various districts and the future 

Government of Micronesia. The laws of the United States 

will apply to Micronesia only to the extent mutually 

agreed upon by Micronesia and the United States. It was 

further agreed that Micronesian lands will be under the 

control of the people of Micronesia and of its government. 

It is also agreed that any United States’ requirements for 

defense will be negotiated before the signing of the 
compact. Any land requirements of the United States 

which should arise thereafter will be met only if the 

Government of Micronesia consents, and only in 

accordance with Micronesian law. 

With the coming into effect of the compact, the United 

States will permanently relinquish the power of eminent 

domain in Micronesia. 

The parties reached preliminary agreement on the 

principle of unilateral termination, under which either 

party may give notice after the compact has been in effect 

for a number of years. Details, in particular the precise 

length of that period, still have to be worked out. 

Both sides agreed that new military leases and options 

to lease will continue for the length of their designated 

term, and that a mutual security pact which will provide 

for continuing U.S. defense interests will be negotiated in 

advance of the signing of the compact to go into effect in 

the event of termination. 

And finally, the agreements reached at Hana and Palau 

are understood by both parties to be preliminary, pending 

final agreement on the compact as a whole. There remains 

a number of areas which are in need of further discussion 

and agreement. They include the matters of finance and 

transition, and several other matters left over from the 

talks at Hana last year. It is anticipated that there will be 

further discussions on these matters at the time of the 

drafting of the precise language of the compact. It is 

expected that the Chairman of the Joint Committee on 

Future Status and the President’s personal representative 

will be in communication to work out timing and 

procedures for the joint drafting of the compact, and for 

discussion on the issues on which preliminary agreement 

has not yet been reached. 

The Public Information Division is compiling the public 
documents from the status talks just concluded and will 

publish them in a special edition of Highlights dated 

April 21, 1972,   

Marianas Negotiations 

The two representatives of the Mariana Islands District 

at the Palau Status talks, Senator Edward Pangelinan and 

Representative Herman Guerrero, made a formal request 

to Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams, who represents 

President Nixon as head of the U.S. delegation, asking if 

the United States would enter into separate talks leading 

toward a political union with the U.S. for the Marianas. 

Ambassador Williams, noting that the official 

transmission of the request had been approved by the 

Micronesian Joint Status Committee, said that the U.S. is 

now willing to accede to the oft-expressed desire of the 

Marianas for separate talks and a separate status. 

In the statement presented by the two Marianas 

lawmakers, they said that the Marianas advocates its 

position, “’...for the sole reason that we desire 

membership in the United States political family because 

of the demonstrated advantages of such a relationship. 

More than any other nation with which we have had 

contact, the United States has brought to our people the 

values which we cherish and the economic goals which we 

desire. Continued affiliation with the United States offers 

the promise of the preservation of these values and the 

implementation of those goals.” 

The statement continued, ‘’The people of the Marianas 

have for too long been dominated by autccratic powers, 

with little regard for the rights of their own subjects, let 

alone of the people of the Marianas... For the first time 

in four centuries, the people of the Marianas now live as 

free men. Political union with the United States will 

insure that we keep this freedom so long denied to us.” 

In his response, Ambassador Williams said that U.S. 

policy had been to develop Micronesia toward a common 

status upon termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, 

and that this had been the avenue that the U.S. had been 

pursuing throughout the status talks. He stated, however, 

that the record of the past ten years clearly indicates that 

the Marianas have long aspired to a close and permanent 

affiliation with the United States, and that this sentiment 

had been acknowledged by the Joint Status Committee at 
Hana, in October, 1971, and again by approving the 

transmittal of the request for separate talks by the 

Marianas delegation at the Palau talks. 

Given these circumstances and this recognition of the 

desire of the Marianas for a status different from that 

contemplated for the other five districts, the Ambassador 

said that the U.S. did not wish to impose a solution on the 

Marianas against the expressed will of the people of that 

district. He stated firmly that he appreciated the warmth 

and sincerity of the Marianas statement. 

Calendars Available 
The Trust Territory Government’s Public Information 

Division has received a shipment of 1972 Micronesia 

calendars. The calendars are being distributed free of 

charge to each municipality in all six districts. 

Distribution should be completed within six weeks to 

two months. After that time, persons desiring additional 
copies may contact the Public Information Division on 

Saipan. The calendars are intended primarily for 

distribution to Micronesian families within Micronesia.  


