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Micronesian Status Talks Concluded

Delegations from the Congress of Micronesia and the
United States have concluded their fourth round of
negotiations on the future political status of the Trust
Territory. The meetings began on Easter Sunday, April 2,
and concluded on Thursday, April 13, in Koror, Palau. -

The following is the text of the joint communique
released at the conclusion of the talks:

Members of the Joint Committee on Future Status of
the Congress of Micronesia and the President’s Personal
Representative for Micronesian status negotiations, met
on Koror, Palau from April 2 to April 13 for the fourth
round of exchanging views on the future political status of
the present Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

Both delegations found the talks highly useful for their
exploration of the two sides’ views as to the future
political relationship between the United States and
Micronesia, when the present United Nations Trusteeship
is ended. Beyond that, the two sides reached basic
agreement on many crucial and difficult issues.

The first area of agreement is that the future
relationship between Micronesia and the United States
will be determined by a compact. That compact will be
based on the sovereign right of the people of Micronesia
to choose their own future. The compact will have to be
approved by the Congress of Micronesia, the United States
Congress, and by the people of Micronesia. The compact
will establish a mutually beneficial relationship of free
assaciation between Micronesia and the United States and
constitute the basis of the respective rights of the parties
under it.

The people of Micronesia will vest in the Government
of Micronesia authority over their internal affairs, and
authority over and responsibility for foreign affairs and
defense is to be vested in the Government of the United
States. It was understood that the Government of
Micronesia and Micronesian citizens would be free to
negotiate and to sign contracts which will not involve
inter-governmental obligations and responsibilities; that
Micronesian participation in appropriate regional
organizations will be permitted and encouraged; and that
there will be consultations by both the United States and
the Government of Micronesia in international matters
directly in their counterparts interest.

The parties reaffirmed the preliminary agreement
reached at Hana, Maui that the people of Micronesia have
the right to write, adopt, and amend their own
constitution, and that this constitution will not have to be

(continued on page 2)

High Commissioner Johnston completed action on all of
the legislation passed by the Congress of Micronesia at its
Palau session this week. Senate Vice President Olympio T.
Borja and Acting Legislative Counsel Mamoro Nakamura
witnessed the signing of the Merit System Act and the
Advice and Consent Bill (above). A final listing of the
legislation appears on page 6.

First TT HiCom Dies

The first man ever to serve as High Commissioner of
the Trust Territory has died in Washington, D.C. Retired
U.S. Navy Admiral Louis E. Denfeld, 82,died last week
following a heart attack.

Admiral Denfeld became High Commissioner on
July 18, 1947, the day after the United Nations strategic
trusteeship over Micronesia was established. He assumed
the responsibility by virtue of his position at the time as
Commander-in-Chief, Pacific. He governed the islands
from his headquarters at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, although
responsibility for the day-to-day operation of the Trust
Territory was delegated to the Deputy High
Commissioner, Real Admiral Carlton H. Wright, and his
staff on Guam.

Admiral Louis E. Denfeld remained as High
Commissioner until April, 1948, when he was succeeded
by Admiral Dewitt C. Ramsey. There were a total of three
U.S. Navy High Commissioners before the first civilian
HiCom was appointed in 1951.







