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Deputy High Commissioner Martin P
Mangan returning from Washington,
D. é., with preliminary fiscal reports
for the people of the trust territory.

MANGAN REPORTS ON WASHINGTON TRIP

Deputy High Commissioner Martin |
Mangan returned from Washingtom, D. C.,
with a preliminary fiscal report for the
people of the Trust Territory. High Com~
missioner VW. R. Norwood, who arrived in
Washington May 6, has proceeded to the
United Nations Headquarters in New York.

Mangan said Norwood had worked inten-
sively on behalf of the Trust Territory,
with special concern for the typhoon-
wracked areas of Tinian, Saipan and the
Northern Marianas., He made immediate con-
tact with members of the United States
Congress, Bureau of the Budget and the Of-
fice of Emergency Plamning to gain all
possible assistance.

In 1line with the overall budget
omts in U. S. agencies, the House Appro-
priations Committee was generally trimming
civil functions® FY 1969 requests to an
amount not to exceed their FY 1968 level.
Since thm-Administration had approved a FY
1969 request for the Trust Territory that
was $10 million in excess of 1968's $24
million appropriation, this would have
meant a reduction ‘of,about 33 percent for
the Territory. Mangan was gratified that
when the House Appropriations. Committee

ctually reported, while it expressed some
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High Commissioner W. R. Norwood (right) discusses

" Micronesian training plans with R, L. Belknap,
Acting Director, Pacific Region of the U. S.
Weather Bureau, during a recent stop-over in
Honolulu. Weather Stations in the Trust Territory
are administered by the Pacific Region.
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fined the budget cut to less than $2% mil-
lion, or about 6 percent, when the average
cut for civilian agencies is running 17 or
18 percent. Mangan cautioned that the
Territory‘'s budget must yet be acted upon
by the Senate,

The Senate Interior Committee has re-
ported on bills that will increase the asu-
thorization for appropriations for a three
year period by some 15 percent sbove the
current authorization and provide standby
authorization for sppropriations for ty-
phoon relief, not to exceed $10 million
for each disaster. In addition, the Com-
mittee reported favorably om a bill to
create a $5 million economic development
fund separate from general appropriations.
The Senate Committee is also considering
the creation of a status commission to
study and make recommendations pertaining
to the political future of the Trust
Territory. Mangan cautioned that only the
Senate Committee has acted upon these
bills and it is again too early to feel
confident they will be enacted. BHe added
that there is reason to hope the Con-
gress may act on bille which would qualify
the people of the Trust Territory for par-
ticipation in U. S. housing programs and
for assistance through the commercial loan
programs of the Small Business Administra-
tion.
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