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Deputy High Commissioner Martin P. - 
gg bib returning from Washington, 
D. C., with preliminary fiscal reports 
for the people of the trust territory. 

MANGAN REPORTS ON WASHINGTON TRIP 

Deputy High Commissioner Martin P. 

Mangan returned from Washington, D. C., 

with a preliminary fiscal report for the 

people of the Trust Territory. High Com- 

missioner W. R. Norwood, who arrived in 

Washington May 6, has proceeded to the 

United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

Mangan said Norwood had worked inten- 

sively on behalf of the Trust Territory, 

with special concern for the typhoon- 

wracked areas of Tinian, Saipan and the 

Northern Marianas. He made immediate con- 

tact with members of the United States 

Congress, Bureau of the Budget ami the Of- 

fice of Emergency Planning to gain all 

possible assistance. 

In line with the overall budget 

onts in U. S. agencies, the House Appre- 

priations Committee was generally trimming 

civil functions’ FY 1969 requests to an 

amount not to exceed their FY 1963 level. 

Since the-Administration had approved a FY 

1969 request for the Trust Territory that 

was $10 million in excess of 1968's $24 

million appropriation, this would have 

meant a reduction ‘of,,about 33 percent for 

the Territory. Mangan was gratified that 

when the House Appropriations... Committee 

ctually reported, while it expressed some 

  

High Commisstoner W. R. Norwood (right) discusses 

" Micronesian training plans with R. L. Belknap, 
Acting Director, Pacific Region of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau, during a recent stop-over in 

Honolulu. Weather Stations in the Trust Territory 
are administered by the Pacific Region. 
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fined the budget cut to less than $2$ mil- 

lion, or about 6 percent, when the average 

cut for civilian agencies is running 17 or 

18 percent. Mangan cautioned that the 

Territory's budget must yet be acted upon 

by the Senate. 

The Senate Interior Committee has re- 

ported on bills that will increase the au- 

thorization for appropriations for a three 

year period by some 15 percent above the 

current authorization and provide standby 

authorization for appropriations for ty- 

phoon relief, not to exceed $10 million 

for each disaster. In addition, the Con- 

mittee reported favorably ona bill to 

create a $5 million economic development 

fund separate from general appropriations. 

The Senate Committee is also considering 

the creation of a status commission to 

study and make recommendations pertaining 

to the political future of the Trust 

Territory. Mangan cautioned that only the 

Senate Committee has acted upon these 

bills and it is again too early to feel 

confident they will be enacted. He added 

that there is reason to hope the Con- 

gress may act on bills which would qualify 

the people of the Trust Territory for par- 

ticipation in U. S. housing programe and 

for assistance through the commercial loan 

programs of the Small Business Administra- 

tion. 

Continued on last page 

 



   U. S. HOUSE RECOMMENDS CHANGES 

The U. S. House of Representatives Ap- 

propriations Cosmittee issued the follow- 
ing report as it recommended this month an 

FY 1969 funding of $31.6 million for the 

¥rust Territory, representing a cut of 

$2.4 million from the Administration's 
budget request: 

‘The Trust Territory of the Pacific Is- 
hands comprise 2,000 islands, about 100 of 

which are actually inhabited. They cover 

an area coextensive in size with the 

boundaries of the Continefital United 
States--3 million square miles, mostly of 
water. The area has 93,000 residents. The 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands is 

administered by the United States under a 

trusteeship agreement which was negotiated 

in 1947 between the United States and the 

Security Council of the United Nations. 

"Various developments since that time 
have enhanced the importance of these is- 

lands to the United States, not only from 
the standpoint of displaying in the Pacif- 
ic area the capabilities of American know- 

how, but also from a defense standpoint. 
“Although millions of dollars have been 

appropriated since the islands came under 
our trusteeship, there are those who con- 

tend that our administration in this area 

has not been exemplary. 

“The Committee is vitally concerned in 
correcting this situation at the earliest. 

possible date. Efforts should be directed 
toward constructive ideas and plans for 

future improvement. Too often in the 
past, much time and effort have been spent 

in the development of grandiose plans for’ 

the development of ultra sophisticated 
projects. In the opinion of the committee, 

the time has come for those responsible 

for the administration of these islands to 

concentrate on the smaller and more 

practical projects which can be accom — 

plished within the near future and which 

will produce immediate effects toward 

raising living standards in this area. 
"For example, the Committee expects 

more concerted attention being given to 

the development of small sewer and water 

projects which will be of immediate as- 

sistance to various sections of the Terri- 

tory. 

“A down-to-earth approach should be 
adopted in the education system, especially 

with regard to text books which use terms 

familiar to the students. Vocational 

training should be emphasized in the cur- 

riculum. The Committee understands that 

there is a critical shortage of native 

technicians in practically all fields. It 

believes a concerted educational program 

to equip the natives to occupy these jobs 

would provide greater benefits than having 

these children attended schools for many 

years preparatory to their enrollment at 

colleges o* universities which may never 

occur. Furthermore, the economy of the 

Territory cannot accelerate withowt the 

local availability of these technicians. 

"In the opinion of the Committee, fund- 
ing has not been the reason for the delay 

in specific accomplishments. Administra~ 

    

  

tive know-how and proper supervision 
follow-through have been lacking. The 

‘business as usual approach to this ac- 
tivity should be immediately abandoned. | 
This is no place for civil servants to be 

farmed out to await their retirement. 

‘The Department is directed to provide 
the Committee on a quarterly basis during 

fiscal year 1969,specific progress reports 
of achievements obtained. Any major fac- 
tors causing impediment to progress on the 

rehabilitation program should be brought 

to the attention of the Committee immedi- 
ately." 

  
-BORJA TOP MICRONESIAN IN COMMUNICATIONS 

Victor T. Borja of Saipan has been pro- 

moted to the highest position held by a 

Micronesian in the Trust Territory Govern- 

“ment communications system. This month he 

received the Micronesian Title and Pay 
Plan C-3 grade level as Electronics Tech- 
nician Supervisor at Kagman Communications 

Station. 
Borja studied electronics in Truk dur- 

ing 1949-1951. He entered Government ser- 

vice with the Navy in 1952 as an electron- 
ics helper. He systematically increased 

his knowledge in electronics and teletype 

through correspondence courses. 

When the Trust Territory Government 
moved its headquarters to Saipan in 1962, 

Borja transferred to that agency and re- 

ceived intensive on-the-job training, in 

addition to advanced study through cor- 

respondence courses. 

In 1963 he was classified as an Eleor- 

tronics Technician Supervisor, and has ac- 

cepted increasingly responsible duties, 
leading to his most recent promotion. 

Borja is also a licensed ham radio op- 

erator. 

FANANAU FISHING CO-OP 

Fananau Island Community of Truk Dis-~- 

trict received a $2,718.62 government 
Grant-in~Aid in April, 1967 to start a 
community fishing cooperative. Their plan 

was to purchase fishing equipment and pow- 

er boats, prepare salted fish and deliver 

their catch to markets in the Truk lagoon. 

Continued on page 3 

 


