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STATEMENT BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA OF HAWAII 
ON H.R. 2795, A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AQUACULTURE IN THE UNITED STATES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

January 6, 1976

Madam Chairman and members of the Subcommittee, 
thank you for this opportunity to express my support 
for the proposed National Aquaculture Development Act 
of 1975. As you know, I have joined my colleague from 
Florida (Mr. Chappell) as a sponsor of this measure.

That such legislation is necessary today, is, I 
believe, readily apparent. Ostensibly we live in a land 
of plenty. But there are thousands in this country who 
are malnourished or undernourished, rising food prices 
having made balanced meals unavailable for many Americans. 
For the poor, protein is an almost nonexistent part of 
their diets, since it has been replaced by more inexpensive 
starches; for the middle-class having to reconcile its 
nutritional needs with incomes eroded by inflation, 
protein as found in meat products is becoming a luxury. 
Recently, efforts have been made to promote inexpensive 
plant protein sources such as soybeans as an alternative. 
However, as the world population continues to grow at an 
alarming rate, and our supply of natural resouces 
continues to decline rapidly, expanded agricultural 
efforts may not hold the answers to our increasing 
nutritional demands. Many scientists, therefore, are 
turning to aquaculture, or the domestication of present 
aquatic species, to tap additional food resources.

Indeed, even though only three per cent of the 
136 million square miles of the earth’s surface is suitable 
to aquacultural ventures, such as re-channeling of our food 
production efforts will yield profitable results. The 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR reports that one acre of a good 
estuary area can produce 100 tons of seafood, while one 
acre of top quality pasture can yield only 100 to 250 
pounds of beef. However, an organized, funded program 
such as the National Aquaculture Development Act provides 
is a prerequisite for these impressive aquacultural yields 
to be realized.

Basically, the Aquaculture Act provides for the 
construction and maintenance of hatcheries in both 
saltwater and freshwater. It hopes to contribute to
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existing technology by providing for research to enable 
aquaculture to become a major food source; yet it intends 
to preserve the ecological balance of our waters by careful 
siting of aquaculture facilities. My own state of Hawaii, 
which currently farms areas of water for catfish and prawn, 
can attest to the feasibility of an aquaculture program. 
Its clear waters have been preserved, while yielding 
thousands of pounds of protein.

The question may arise, why not allocate funds to 
strengthen our off-shore fishing industry rather than exert 
our efforts to develop a large aquaculture program? In the 
last Congress, Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 was passed 
with my support in furtherance of this objective. Yet, 
because of the depletion of fish supplies and increased 
foreign competition in international waters, off-shore 
fishing is not the ultimate answer to America’s food supply 
problems. Clear and expert management is needed to preserve 
the ecological balance of our waters and to assure the 
survival of certain species of fish. Furthermore, 
aquaculture will save great amounts of fuel that are 
characteristically consumed in long ocean voyages in search 
of fish; it is the difference between the hunting and 
cultivation of food sources.

At present, America is dependent upon foreign 
countries for more than 60 percent of her seafood 
requirements. Since these nations export only surplus stock, 
America will be placed in a most vulnerable position in 
the event of severe food shortages in these countries. 
Therefore, by developing our own natural resources through 
aquaculture, the United States will be assured of a constant 
supply of this important protein source.

In addition to the many thousands of square miles 
of ocean suitable for aquaculture to meet this challenge, 
America has access to virtually unlimited freshwater areas. 
With funds and expertise such as the National Aquaculture 
Development Act will provide, these waters can become 
productive, helping to make the United States self-sufficient 
regarding its sources of protein--despite the demands of 
a growing population.

Madame Chairman, I wholeheartedly believe that the 
federal government should promote aquaculture as a 
relatively inexpensive, high-quality protein source, as a
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means to stimulate business and employment, and as a 
means to become self-sufficient. The National 
Aquaculture Development Act provides for these goals in 
an eminently just fashion.

Madame Chairman, again I thank you for this 
opportunity to make a statement in support of this 
important legislation and to strongly urge the 
Subcommittee’s favorable approval of this bill.
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PROVIDING FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 9024, 
"NATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE"

HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 
6f Hawaii

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednedsay, December 10, 1975

MR. MATSUNAGA. Mr, Speaker, by direction of the 

Committee on rules, I call up H.Res, 346 and ask for its 

IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION.

# # # * *

MR, MATSUNAGA, Mr, Speaker, H.Res, 846 provides for the 

CONSIDERATION OF H.R, 9924, A BILL REPORTED BY THE HOUSE 

Committee on Government Operations which would authorize a 

National Women's Conference to be held next year.

Ihe Resolution provides an open rule with one hour of 

GENERAL DEBATE, TO BE EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN THE CHAIRMAN AND 

Ranking Minority Member of the House Committee on Government 

Operations, When general debate has been completed, the bill 

WILL BE READ FOR AMENDMENT UNDER THE FIVE-MINUTE RULE, THE

Committee will then rise and report the bill to the House with
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AMY AMENDMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN ADOPTED, AND THE PREVIOUS QUESTION 

WILL BE CONSIDERED AS ORDERED ON THE BILL AND AMENDMENTS THERETO 

TO FINAL PASSAGE WITHOUT INTERVENING MOTION EXCEPT ONE MOTION TO 

RECOMMIT.

The basic purpose of H.R. 9920 is to authorize a National 

Women's Conference similar to the previous White House 

Conferences on Youth and the Elderly. The Conference would 

EXAMINE THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN AMERICAN HISTORY AND THEIR PRESENT 

STATUS IN OUR SOCIETY, AND PROVIDE A REPORT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 

ON HOW THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES COULD BE IMPROVED.

The PROPOSED CONFERENCE WOULD BE COORDINATED by the 

National Commission on Women, established in January of this 

year by Executive Order. Prior to the National Conference, 

MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD AT THE STATE AND REGIONAL LEVEL TO 

EXAMINE A WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES PERTAINING TO WOMEN AND TO SELECT

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE, THE PENDING BILL



BILL ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMANENT COMMITTEE 

of the Conference to follow up on the Conference recommendations 

AND TO PREPARE FOR A SECOND NATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE TO BE 

HELD IN 1935, AT THE END OF THE "NATIONAL DECADE OF WOMEN."

The National Conference authorized under the provisions 

of H.R. 9924 would be the first National Conference on Women 

ever held in this country. During the last 200 years, women 

HAVE PLAYED a MAJOR ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

YET RELATIVELY LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS. ONE 

OF THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE WILL BE TO GATHER 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ROLE PLAYED BY WOMEN IN THE UNITED 

States. In addition, delegates to the Conference will examine 

THE PRESENT STATUS OF WOMEN, WHICH, AS WE ALL KNOW, HAS CHANGED 

DRAMATICALLY WITHIN THE LAST FEW YEARS. THEY WILL ALSO SEEK TO 

IDENTIFY REMAINING BARRIERS TO THE FULL AND EQUAL PARTICIPATION

OF WOMEN IN OUR NATIONAL LIFE, As A MEMBER AND SUBCOMMITTEE
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CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING, I STRONGLY 

SUPPORT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROPOSED CONFERENCE, AND HOPE 

THAT IT WILL SHED SOME LIGHT ON THE UNIQUE PROBLEMS OF ELDERLY 

WOMEN IN OUR SOCIETY,

H.R. 9924 ALSO SEEKS TO ASSURE THAT THE VIEWS OF A BROAD 

CROSS SECTION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WILL BE REPRESENTED AT THE 

National Women's Conference. It provides that the Conference 

ITSELF AND ALL MEETINGS HELD AT THE STATE AND REGIONAL LEVEL 

WILL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. In ADDITION, SPECIAL EFFORTS WILL 

BE MADE TO INSURE THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN OF ALL AGES WITHOUT 

REGARD TO THEIR ECONOMIC, RACIAL, ETHNIC OR RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND, 

I BELIEVE THAT THERE MAY BE SOME ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT IN 

THS MANNER IN WHICH DELEGATES ARE SELECTED TO ATTEND THE 

National Conference, and I intend to offer an amendment which 

WOULD ASSURE EVERY STATE OF AT LEAST TWO DELEGATES AND PROVIDE

FOR THEIR ELECTION AT THE PROPOSED STATE MEETINGS, THE COMMITTEE



BILL PROVIDES THAT DELEGATES SHALL BE APPORTIONED ON THE BASIS 

OF POPULATION AND 'DESIGNATED'' — NOT ELECTED — AT THE STATE 

OR REGIONAL MEETINGS. On THE WHOLE, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE THAT 

THIS IS A GOOD BILL AND ONE WHICH MERITS THE STRONG SUPPORT OF 

the House. Passage of H.R. 9924 would be consistent with our 

PREVIOUS ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE OBJECTIVES 

of International Womens' Year, Moreover, this same bill came 

BEFORE THE HOUSE UNDER SUSPENSION OF THE RULES ON OCTOBER 20, 

1975 AND IT WAS FAVORED BY A SUBSTANTIAL MAJORITY, ALTHOUGH 

IT DID NOT OBTAIN THE REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY.

I STRONGLY URGE THE ADOPTION OF H.RES 846 SO THAT THE

House can consider H.R. 9924,


