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COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS PUBEEFSHES
[CELEASES 1TS FINDINGS J/

//
SPEECH OF /

HoNORABLE SPARK MATSUNAGA
)
IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE

THURSDAY, FEBRUAgyféﬂ, 1983

/

MR, MATSUNARA, MR, PREi}p%NT, IN THE 96TH CONGRESS,
Jubdicious Ly EVACTED
APRING LECI/ ATION PROVIDING FOR A FEDERAL STUDY OF
THE RELOCATION AND INTERMMENT OF CIVILIANS DURING WorLD War II,
THE NINE-MEMBER STUDY COMMISSION ESTABLISHED BY THE CONGRESS WAS

SPECIFICALLY MANDﬂ4%D TO EXAMINE THE RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF

JAPANESE AMEREﬂ(gs LIVING ON THE WesT CoAST oF THE UNITED STATES, AND
/
ALEUTS LIVING IN THE ALEUTIAN IstANDS CHAIN IN ALASKA., DURING THE LAST

TWO YEARS, [ HAVE FOLLOWED THE PROGRESS OF THIS STUbY WITH GREAT
A S ONE OF THE PENCIENL. /%, 5 05 THE LECISLIATIN WWHIC Y AT afIZeD
INTEREST AND,[ &®.PLEASED TO- ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ€€ THAT THE COMMISSION'S STUDY IS I
A T Lwgs 2Py
I He /5 BELN INFri~ED THYT
NOW SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE. §38%¥q PART ONE OF ITS REPORT, CONTAINING

GFFICIALL ) RELEAEED TOURY 1 L HBVE BEEN FuRTHER iy
PﬁaeLséED. THE COMMISSION’'S RECOMMENDATIONS ﬁb

—

To THE CONGRESS, BASED ON ITS FINDINGS, WILL BE SUBMITTED IN JUNE OF

THIS YEAR.




-72-

£y CoPYor

= Q L
HavinG HaDTHE PRIVILEGE oF REndIvG A/ %%kz’ié,% CEFORT,

A$<$ﬁ5~VER¥r03fsE¢;\I WANT TO COMMEND THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME
RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS FOR ITS THOROUGH AND UNBIASED
EXAMINATION OF THE FACTS SURROUNDING THE RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF
JAPANESE AMERICANS AND NATIVE ALEUTS. THIS VOLUME--CONTAINING THE
COMMISSION'S FINDINGS OF FACT--IS A FIRST, IT IS THE FIRST TIME THAT

NY FEDERAL BODY HAS EVER FULLY EXAMINED WHAT IS REGARDED AS ONE OF

DARKEST
THE BE#@K@%? PAGES IN AMERICAN HISTORY, INDEED, THE EVIDENCE GATHERED

AND PUBLISHED TODAY BY THE COMMISSION INDICATES THAT EVEN THE UNITED
STATES SUPREME COURT WAS KEPT IN THE DARK DURING ITS CONSIDERATION IN
1943 anD 1944 oF THE HIRABAYASHI AND KOREMATSU CASES.

THE COoMMISSION'S REPORT CONFIRMS WHAT AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN: THE EXCLUSION OF JAPANESE PMERICANS FROM

THE WEST CoAST ofF THE UNITED STATES AND THEIR DETENTION UNDER ARMED

GUARD IN ISOLATED CAMPS DURING WorLD ¥ar II, WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY

MILITARY NECESSITY;AAND THE DECISIONS WERE SHAPED BY RACIAL PREJUDICE,

WAR HYSTERIA, ANb FAILURE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP.

THE COMMISSION FOUND, FURTHER, THAT "A GRAVE INJUSTICE WAS DONE

TO AMERICAN CITIZENS AND RESIDENT ALIENS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY, -WHO
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WITHOUT INDIVIDUAL REVIEW OR ANY PROBATIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM,
WERE EXCLUDED, REMOVED AND DETAINED BY THE UNITED STATES DURING
WorLD WarR II.”

THE COMMISSION REPORT CONFIRMS THAT THE EXCLUSION, REMOVAL
AND DETENTION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS INFLICTED TREMENDOUS MATERIAL
COSTS, INCLUDING THE LOSS OF HOMES AND BUSINESSES SOLD OR ABANDONED
UNDER DURESS, AND INJURY TO CAREERS AND PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT.

BuT, EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, THERE WAS THE LOSS OF LIBERTY AND THE
ArrcoximgreLy /<9, 000

PERSONAL STIGMA OF SUSPECTED DISLOYALTY FORATﬁeﬂﬁ#NQB$G¥ PEOPLE WHO

KNEW THEMSELVES TO BE DEVOTED AND LOYAL AMERICANS. EVEN TODAY, FORTY

EXTREMELY DIFFICY LT
YEARS LATER, MANY AMERICANS FIND IT MRS TO BELIEVE\THEIR GOVERNMENT

THeT
IMPRISON THEM

WOULD TARE-SHEeH—ACFHON WHEN NOT ONE--NOT EVEN ONE-- OF THE JAPANESE

AMERICANS WAS EVEN INDICTED OR CONVICTED OF A CRIME. IF THERE IS

A LINGERING BELIEF THAT THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME GOOD REASON FOR

THE EVACUATION AND DETENTION OF THE JAPANESE AMERICANS, THIS REPORT

WILL SURELY DISPEL IT FOREVER. MANY ATTRIBUTE THE RELOCATION OF

JAPANESE AMERICANS TO WARTIME HYSTERIA. HOWEVER, THE COMMISSION FOUND

THAT THE EXCLUSION AND REMOVAL OF JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS RACIALLY
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MOTIVATED AND FOLLOWED A LONG AND UGLY HISTORY OF WEST COAST ANTI-
JAPANESE AGITATION., ANTIPATHY AND HOSTILITY TOWARD ETHNIC JAPANESE
WAS A MAJOR FACTOR OF LIFE ON THE WEST COAST FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS
BEFORE THE ENEMY ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR.
MOREOVER, THE RECORD,REVEALED DURING THE COMMISSION'S STUDY,
SHOWS THAT RESPONSIBLE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, KNOWING FULL WELL THAT THERE
WAS NO DANGER OF AN ENEMY ATTACK ON THE WEST COAST, TOOK NO ACTION TO
ALLAY PUBLIC FEARS. AcCORDING TO THE COMMISSION REPORT, THE COUNTRY
—To BELEVE

WAS UNFAIRLY LED TO BELIEVE -= OR MISLED,-~ THAT BOTH AMERICAN CITIZENS
OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND RESIDENT JAPANESE ALIENS WERE A THREAT TO
AMERICAN SECURITY. THE COMMISSIONSFOUND -THAT F/NDINGS | WCLUDE THE
FoLLowING :

() JL7. GENERAL JoHN DEWITT, COMMANDING GENERAL OF THE WESTERN
DEFENSE COMMAND, RECOMMENDED EXCLUSION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS TO THE

SECRETARY OF WAR ON THE GROUNDS THAT ETHNICITY (OR RACE) DETERMINED

LOYALTY,

(2.)THe FeperaL Bureau oF INvesTiGATION (FBI) AND MEMBERS OF

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, WHO HAD RELEVANT INTELLIGENCE RESPONSIBILITY,

WERE IGNORED WHEN THEY RECOMMENDED THAT NOTHING MORE THAN CAREFUL
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SURVEILLANCE OF SUSPECTED INDIVIDUALS WAS NECESSARY;

C}?GENERAL DEWITT RELIED HEAVILY ON CIVILIAN POLITICIANS RATHER
THAN INFORMED MILITARY JUDGMENTS IN REACHING HIS CONCLUSIONS AS TO WHAT
ACTIONS WERE NECESSARY, AND CIVILIAN POLITICIANS LARGELY REPEATED
THE PREJUDICED, UNFOUNDED THEMES OF ANTI-JAPANESE FACTIONS AND INTEREST

GROUPS ON THE WEST COAST;

(UfNo EFFECTIVE MEASURES WERE TAKEN BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO

CALM THE WeEST COAST PUBLIC AND REFUTE UNFOUNDED RUMORS OF SABOTAGE AND
FIFTH COLUMN ACTIVITY AT PEARL HARBOR;

Lﬁ}GENERAL DEWITT WAS TEMPERAMENTALLY DISPOSED TO EXAGGERATE
THE MEASURES NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN SECURITY AND PLACED SECURITY FAR
AHEAD OF ANY CONCERN FOR THE LIBERTY OF CITIZENS}

(CYSECRETARY OF WAR STIMSON AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR JOHN
J. McCLOY, BOTH OF WHOSE VIEWS ON RACE DIFFERED FROM THOSE OF
GENERAL DEWITT, FAILED TO INSIST ON A CLEAR MILITARY JUSTIFICATION
FOR THE MEASURES GENERAL DEWITT WISHED TO TAKg;

(17ATTORNEY GENERAL FRANCIS BIDDLE, WHILE CONTENDING THAT
EXCLUSION OF THE JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS UNNECESSARY, DID NOT ARGUE

TO THE PRESIDENT THAT FAILURE TO MAKE OUT A CASE OF MILITARY NECESSITY
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ON THE FACTS WOULD RENDER THE EXCLUSION CONSTITUTIONALLY IMPERMISSIBLE
OR THAT THE CONSTITUTION PROHIBITED EXCLUSION ON THE BASIS OF ETHNICITY
GIVEN THE FACTS ON THE WEST COAST;

(5)THOSE REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL

LIBERTIES IN CONGRESS, THE PRESS AND OTHER FORUMS WERE SILENT OR

INDEED SUPPORTED EXCLUSION: THUS, THERE WAS NO EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION

TO THE MEASURES VOCIFEROUSLY SOUGHT BY NUMEROUS WEST COAST INTEREST
GROUPS, POLITICIANS AND JOURNALISTs;fvip

(9} F===s%, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, WITHOUT RAISING THE QUESTION TO
THE LEVEL OF CABINET DISCUSSIO& OR REQUIRING CAREFUL REVIEW OF THE
SITUATION, AND DESPITE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ARGUMENTS AND OTHER
INFORMATION BEFORE HIM, AGREED WITH THE SECRETARY OF WAR THAT EXCLUSION
SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT.

IN CONTRAST TO THE SORRY RECORD OF JAPANESE AMERICAN DETENTION
DURING WORLD WAR II, THE COMMISSION FOUND THAT THE EVACUATION OF NVA77/E
Armericoy y |
A\ALEUTS FROM THEIR ISLAND HOMES WAS MILITARILY NECESSARY. [SLANDS

IN THE CHAIN WERE ACTUALLY UNDER ENEMY ATTACK AND IN ONE CASE MORE THAN

Arsenican
FORTYAALEUTS WERE CAPTURED AND IMPRISONED IN JAPAN. ALL RESIDENTS OF




ISLANDS UNDER THREAT OF ATTACK, INCLUDING MILITARY PERSONNEL AND
DEPENDENTS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NBTIVE M ERICH N
WERE EVACUATED ALONG WITH .THE ALEUTS.

/ eIy
However, THE COMMISSION REPORT REVEALS THAT T#& ALEUTS, WHO

WERE EVACUATED TO SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, WERE SUBJECTED TO DEPLORABLE
CONDITIONS. TYPICAL HOUSING CONSISTED OF AN ABANDONED GOLD MINE OR
FISH CANNERY. LACK OF MEDICAL CARE CONTRIBUTED TO EXTENSIVE DISEASE
AND AN ESTIMATED TEN PERCENT OF THE ALEUTS DIED AS A RESULT. REMOVAL
FROM THEIR ISLAND HOMES AND THE DEATH OF MANY VILLAGE ELDERS CAUSED
IRREVOCABLE CHANGES IN THE ALEUTS' TRADITIOMAL WAY OF LIFE, AND, UPON
THEIR RETURN HOME AFTER THE WAR, THEY FOUND THEIR HOMES AND VILLAGES

THE Brmecsy A Llevrs
DESTROYED., THE EVACUATION OF THE EARLY 1940's REMAINS FORATEEM, AS

IT IS FOR JAPANESE AMERICANS, THE SINGLE MOST TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE

OF THEIR LIVES,

Z Z/?VE KELA TEY oMLY
MR, PRESIDENT, T Y\A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE

: STRONGLY URGL
COMMISSION'S FINDINGS. E=THAT, ALL OF MY COLLEAGUES Wel70

READ THE COMMISSION'S REPORT’FOR IT MERITS THE MOST CAREFUL STUDY AND

REFLECTION, IT REINFORCES MY STRONG BELIEF THAT SOME FORM OF COMPENSATION




IS WARRANTED FOR THOSE WHO WERE THE VICTIMS OF WHAT THE COMMISSION

PCrR&E NG SI1MPLE

HAS FOUND TO BE,RACIAL PREJUDICE AND FAILURE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP,

Tus7icE DEL/QYE/}D MBY BE TJUSTICE DENIE), BUT,

. s/ FOR

MO MATTER HOW LONG OVERDUE/ Cerﬁﬁ”KgTrIOl\{ ON THE PART OF OUR GOVERNMENT
Zst THS ConmECTION,

WOULD DEMONSTRATE ONCE AGAIN THE GREATNESS OF AMERICA. A I LOOK FORWARD

ReLEASE OF FRRT L . TREPORT, WHICH T LDERSTHND Wity INCIIDE
TO THE R—Eﬁﬁﬁ oF THE COMMISSION S{,RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL

ACTION, ITEHESSEREN |

VL /3 TRESIDENT, ZT HpS BEEN SHID BY WISER HEX TH
T THer THocE tund vEGL gfﬁﬂ@mﬁy e DOOrIED TO

REPEAT THE ERRIRS OF Th& /AST. The S7ory 0F THE

TR POIESE-LrERICHNS PURING Wortd WaR ZL 15 ONE WiIcH
SHouih BE ToLD sND RETELD, SO THET N OTRER GRAIP o~ AERICH/E
Wikl EVER GE FagcED T8 SUFFER TRE SHME EXAPER/CNCE

BECHUSE oF THE/R RHCE 09X PHEESTIRY + THEIR SXFERIENCE,
FEREBARS IdRe THprn AXY TTHER | P/ SN T+ Y rEWFOIRcES THE
TRUTH 50 DRAMATIRLLY LTTEREY BY [PRETIENT FRNKLINY
LErsve RooseveLT 7587 ”/9/'7!/?/6/9 et 1] P ALBTTER L~

THE HERRT A PP — — o7 o F Lrcs oR a?lce‘m)/.“




