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COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS PUBLISHES 

r?E"Z.F/)S£S ITS FINDINGS 

Speech of

Honorable Spark Matsunaga 

In the United States Senate

Thursday, February 24, 1983

MR. MATSUNAGA. Mr. President, in the 96th Congress, @^ 

'TuDi^OU^US &/RC7ED / 
A'-PR I NCI PAL SPONSOR.OF LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR A FEDERAL STUDY OF

THE RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS DURING WORLD WAR II.

The nine-member study commission established by the Congress was

SPECIFICALLY MANDATED TO EXAMINE THE RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF

Japanese Americans living on the West Coast of the United States, and

Aleuts living in the Aleutian Islands Chain in Alaska. During the last

TWO YEARS, I HAVE FOLLOWED THE PROGRESS OF THIS STUDY WITH GREAT

RS 0/76 OF ^F^/TUPTH-Sf* <- * O^^Z^/ST/TTPC^^^^
INTEREST AND J SB.PLEASED TO AmOUNCE THAT THE COMMISSION'S STUDY IS

NOW SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE. TQWVY^ PART ONE OF ITS REPORT, CONTAINING

OFF/C/RM F.eLEASG "^OAV• ^ HRVe^FM FortF££^
3<S FINDINGS OF FACT, WILL BE POBL-I-SwED. THE COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS % 

■ / /I

to the Congress, based on its findings, will be submitted in June of ^>
^

THIS YEAR.
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HWW6 HRS^EP<lVI^6f OFRESWC^<^®^^^^RT,

WANT TO COMMEND THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME

Relocation and Internment of Civilians for its thorough and unbiased

EXAMINATION OF THE FACTS SURROUNDING THE RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF 

Japanese Americans and Native Aleuts. This volume--containing the 

Commission's findings of fact--is a first. It is the first time that 

ANY FEDERAL BODY HAS EVER FULLY EXAMINED WHAT IS REGARDED AS ONE OF 

THE^aS^T- PAGES IN AMERICAN HISTORY. INDEED, THE EVIDENCE GATHERED 

AND PUBLISHED TODAY BY THE COMMISSION INDICATES THAT EVEN THE UNITED 

States Supreme Court was kept in the dark during its consideration in 

19^3 and 19AA of the Hirabayashi and Korematsu cases.

The Commission's report confirms what Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN: THE EXCLUSION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS FROM 

the West Coast of the United States and their detention under armed 

GUARD IN ISOLATED CAMPS DURING WORLD WAR II, WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY 

MILITARY NECESSITY, AND THE DECISIONS WERE SHAPED BY RACIAL PREJUDICE, 

WAR HYSTERIA, AND FAILURE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP.

The Commission found, further, that "a grave injustice was done

to American citizens and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry, who
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WITHOUT INDIVIDUAL REVIEW OR ANY PROBATIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM, 

WERE EXCLUDED, REMOVED AND DETAINED BY THE UNITED STATES DURING 

World War II."

The Commission report confirms that the exclusion, removal

AND DETENTION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS INFLICTED TREMENDOUS MATERIAL 

COSTS, INCLUDING THE LOSS OF HOMES AND BUSINESSES SOLD OR ABANDONED 

UNDER DURESS, AND INJURY TO CAREERS AND PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT. 

But, even more importantly, there was the loss of liberty and the 
^PPjed^lM^TELy ^0)000 

PERSONAL STIGMA OF SUSPECTED DISLOYALTY FOR .THOUSANDS ^ PEOPLE WHO 

KNEW THEMSELVES TO BE DEVOTED AND LOYAL AMERICANS, EVEN TODAY, FORTY 

epTFEMELV DiPFic^kT
YEARS LATER, MANY AMERICANS FIND IT„KARD TO BELIEVExTHEIR GOVERNMENT 

A v -tfft
/ pi PF/'J ojV t^fpi

WOULD TAKE SUCH ACTION WHEN NOT ONE —NOT EVEN ONE— OF THE JAPANESE

Americans was even indicted or convicted of a crime. If there is

A LINGERING BELIEF THAT THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME GOOD REASON FOR

THE EVACUATION AND DETENTION OF THE JAPANESE AMERICANS, THIS REPORT

WILL SURELY DISPEL IT FOREVER. MANY ATTRIBUTE THE RELOCATION OF

Japanese Americans to wartime hysteria. However, the Commission found

THAT THE EXCLUSION AND REMOVAL OF JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS RACIALLY
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MOTIVATED AND FOLLOWED A LONG AND UGLY HISTORY OF WEST COAST ANTI­

Japanese agitation, Antipathy and hostility toward ethnic Japanese 

WAS A MAJOR FACTOR OF LIFE ON THE WEST COAST FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS 

BEFORE THE ENEMY ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR.

Moreover, the record,revealed during the Commission's study, 

SHOWS THAT RESPONSIBLE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, KNOWING FULL WELL THAT THERE 

WAS NO DANGER OF AN ENEMY ATTACK ON THE WEST COAST, TOOK NO ACTION TO 

ALLAY PUBLIC FEARS. ACCORDING TO THE COMMISSION REPORT, THE COUNTRY 

WAS UNFAIRLY LED TO BELIEVE — OR MISLED— THAT BOTH AMERICAN CITIZENS 

of Japanese ancestry and resident Japanese aliens were a threat to 

American security, The Commission^fouwd thatF^Oi^s l<Vcw^^ ^^ 
FokLaWf^:

(j^Vx x General John DeWitt, Commanding General of the Western 

Defense Command, recommended exclusion of Japanese Americans to the 

Secretary of War on the grounds that ethnicity (or race) determined 

loyalty;

(^JThe Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and members of 

Naval Intelligence, who had relevant intelligence responsibility,

WERE IGNORED WHEN THEY RECOMMENDED THAT NOTHING MORE THAN CAREFUL
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SURVEILLANCE OF SUSPECTED INDIVIDUALS WAS NECESSARY/

(^General DeWitt relied heavily on civilian politicians rather

THAN INFORMED MILITARY JUDGMENTS IN REACHING HIS CONCLUSIONS AS TO WHAT

ACTIONS WERE NECESSARY, AND CIVILIAN POLITICIANS LARGELY REPEATED

THE PREJUDICED, UNFOUNDED THEMES OF ANTI-JAPANESE FACTIONS AND INTEREST 

GROUPS ON THE WEST COAST}

(^NO EFFECTIVE MEASURES WERE TAKEN BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO 

calm the West Coast public and refute unfounded rumors of sabotage and 

FIFTH COLUMN ACTIVITY AT PEARL HARBOR/

(^General DeWitt was temperamentally disposed to exaggerate

THE MEASURES NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN SECURITY AND PLACED SECURITY FAR

AHEAD OF ANY CONCERN FOR THE LIBERTY OF CITIZENS}

((^Secretary of War Stimson and Assistant Secretary of War John

J. McCloy, both of whose views on race differed from those of 

General DeWitt, failed to insist on a clear military justification 

FOR THE MEASURES GENERAL DeWiTT WISHED TO TAKEj

^Attorney General Francis Biddle, while contending that

EXCLUSION OF THE JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS UNNECESSARY, DID NOT ARGUE

to the President that failure to make out a case of military necessity
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ON THE FACTS WOULD RENDER THE EXCLUSION CONSTITUTIONALLY IMPERMISSIBLE 

OR THAT THE CONSTITUTION PROHIBITED EXCLUSION ON THE BASIS OF ETHNICITY 

GIVEN THE FACTS ON THE WEST COAST;

^JThose representing the interests of civil rights and civil 

LIBERTIES IN CONGRESS, THE PRESS AND OTHER FORUMS WERE SILENT OR 

INDEED SUPPORTED EXCLUSION. THUS, THERE WAS NO EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION 

TO THE MEASURES VOCIFEROUSLY SOUGHT BY NUMEROUS WEST COAST INTEREST 

GROUPS, POLITICIANS AND JOURNAL I STS,' fitlP

(7Z^^^> President Roosevelt, without raising the question to 

THE LEVEL OF CABINET DISCUSSION OR REQUIRING CAREFUL REVIEW OF THE 

SITUATION, AND DESPITE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ARGUMENTS AND OTHER 

INFORMATION BEFORE HIM, AGREED WITH THE SECRETARY OF War THAT EXCLUSION 

SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT.

In contrast to the sorry record of Japanese American detention

during World War II, the Commission found that the evacuation ofA^/7^ 
/^A^se/c^V

, Aleuts from their island homes was militarily necessary. Islands

IN THE CHAIN WERE ACTUALLY UNDER ENEMY ATTACK AND IN ONE CASE MORE THAN

f^f^^^^
forty Aleuts were captured and imprisoned in Japan. All residents of

A



-7-

ISLANDS UNDER THREAT OF ATTACK, INCLUDING MILITARY PERSONNEL AND

DEPENDENTS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WERE EVACUATED ALONG WITH .TSE ALEUTS.

/NftRKW
However, the Commission report reveals that « Aleuts, who 

WERE EVACUATED TO SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA, WERE SUBJECTED TO DEPLORABLE 

conditions, Typical housing consisted of an abandoned gold mine or 

FISH CANNERY. LACK OF MEDICAL CARE CONTRIBUTED TO EXTENSIVE DISEASE 

AND AN ESTIMATED TEN PERCENT OF THE ALEUTS DIED AS A RESULT. REMOVAL 

FROM THEIR ISLAND HOMES AND THE DEATH OF MANY VILLAGE ELDERS CAUSED 

IRREVOCABLE CHANGES IN THE ALEUTS' TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE, AND, UPON 

THEIR RETURN HOME AFTER THE WAR, THEY FOUND THEIR HOMES AND VILLAGES 

DESTROYED. THE EVACUATION OF THE EARLY 1900' S REMAINS FOR,TS@4-, AS

it is for Japanese Americans, the single most traumatic experience

OF THEIR LIVES.

» n 1 fjAyeKEtyyp omlV
Mr. President, tsht-ls meeelt a brief summary of the

r / t STRONG
Commission s findings. I hope thatall of my colleagues msexrrb

READ THE COMMISSION'S REPORT, FOR IT MERITS THE MOST CAREFUL STUDY AND

REFLECTION. It REINFORCES MY STRONG BELIEF THAT SOME FORM OF COMPENSATION
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IS WARRANTED FOR THOSE WHO WERE THE VICTIMS OF WHAT THE COMMISSION

HAS FOUND TO BE,RACIAL PREJUDICE AND FAILURE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 
truST/cE DZweb w &p^etice oePipfi; wr,
MO MATTER HOW LONG OVERDUE,, to^^AcflON ON THE PART OF OUR GOVERNMENT

WOULD DEMONSTRATE ONCE AGAIN THE GREATNESS OF AMERICA. A I LOOK FORWARD

■^LEApe op PpgT X . -REPdRT, WFlczf 7 IR/DerfTW ^iu t/Zcu/SE
TO THE RECEIPT; OF THE COMMISSI ON'S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL

ACT I ON, J^S^^Ba*.

/%. <7%^z^/r tt p/w s«/v sg/p sy v/r^pr^ tm^ 
T "Dy/ZT" TZosE" k///<> /Y^olecI^^ToF-YFZFE jDotZAdFP To 

REPF AT ”7P^ ^zeap'S OF 77/A R^SR, 77/e ^TW V OR. TPF 
^PWEFE-Am^ic^z/J ^v/^^ Wu) V/^R 22: XT aPF K/p/o/y 

5Houi.p gE To7£) AMD RE7e^p/ ^o '77//7T /Pb o-tzz^E (ZP.^v^ ^R Am?PFP/C 

IV!ML EVBXpE Fd^cED To SUFFep 7^5*FA^F EZF^/FiZ/C  ̂
BFopc/^e dR rye/R gpce dj^- /Woejtt^V • TP'e/r Fyppp/E^c^ 
PBR/pppr /vzpe -rP/zV pxv dTWp.. P^/<5/<pFT^y Pe/zzp^z^c^E T^^ 
nr^MTZZ ^o ^FFM/TTZcPZLy ^TFERtrD gy ^FODET/T P^9/6*<^/y 
^Depg/ZO "^AO^PerFT *77/PT ^/QpZER/cpFVZ/M ^Fg F/^77^^ oA 

-OtE p^-r^D MWe__ M-r oF^^or ^ee^y:


