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To: MacDonald, Beverly (Inouye); Okubo, Jinny (Inouye); Yuen, Mike (Inouye); Blanco, Marie
(Inouye)

Subject: PBARC speech for the files

Attachments: PBARC Pacific Basin Agri Research SPEECH.wpd

FYI .. we prepared the attached speech for yesterday’s hilo event. But, he did not use it. But please add to the 
DC and Honolulu speech files as reference. I will put a copy in the f: drive as well

5/30/2007



NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

INTERNAL/OFFICE USE ONLY

___________ TEXT NOT FOLLOWED IN ITS ENTIRETY___________

PACIFIC BASIN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER DEDICATION 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2007 

HILO, HAWAII

I am not a plant pathologist, an entomologist, or a botanist. I am however, a 
scientist - a political scientist - who has watched Hawaii’s agricultural landscape 
change over time.

Not that long ago, Hawaii’s agriculture was dominated by sugar and pineapple. 
Large plantations provided both the economic and social infrastructure for many 
rural communities.

In the 1990’s, sugar plantations began closing their doors, beginning with Hamakua 
Sugar on this island.

Change and transition were inevitable, but not easy. I knew at that moment, that if 
we truly wanted to ensure the expansion of diversified agriculture, not in terms of 
acreage but rather in terms of farm gate value, we needed to make an investment, a 
long-term investment in our farmers.

If we truly believed in them, we needed to step up and support them. And, the 
wisest investment I believed we could make was to provide our farmers with the best 
science, research and technology capability right here in Hawaii. To improve their 
crops. To better protect them from disease and pests. And, to help them get their 
produce and products to market.

We needed to build a cutting-edge, stable, talented capability in Hawaii to support 
our farmers and keep them competitive. Our two University of Hawaii agriculture 
colleges needed a federal partner.
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PACIFIC BASIN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER DEDICATION 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2007 

HILO, HAWAII

I am not a plant pathologist, an entomologist, or a botanist. I am however, a 
scientist - a political scientist - who has watched Hawaii’s agricultural landscape 
change over time.

Not that long ago, Hawaii’s agriculture was dominated by sugar and pineapple. 
Large plantations provided both the economic and social infrastructure for many 
rural communities.

In the 1990’s, sugar plantations began closing their doors, beginning with Hamakua 
Sugar on this island.

Change and transition were inevitable, but not easy. I knew at that moment, that if 
we truly wanted to ensure the expansion of diversified agriculture, not in terms of 
acreage but rather in terms of farm gate value, we needed to make an investment, a 
long-term investment in our farmers.

If we truly believed in them, we needed to step up and support them. And, the 
wisest investment I believed we could make was to provide our farmers with the best 
science, research and technology capability right here in Hawaii. To improve their 
crops. To better protect them from disease and pests. And, to help them get their 
produce and products to market.

We needed to build a cutting-edge, stable, talented capability in Hawaii to support 
our farmers and keep them competitive. Our two University of Hawaii agriculture 
colleges needed a federal partner.



It was 1997 when I first called upon the Agricultural Research Service to determine 
the feasibility to establishing a research center on the Big Island.

Ten years later, we are here together to dedicate the first phase of this research 
center. It is a great accomplishment, but we are not done. In fact, we are only half 
way there.

We’ve got half a loaf - and maybe in other circumstances, that would be enough. 
But, in this case, we need the full loaf.

I am committed to secure the remaining $15 million necessary to complete 
Phase II, the insectary and the greenhouse. That is the investment
I committed to make to Hawaii’s farmers.

And, I always keep my promise. Mark your calendars as we will be back in a few 
years to open and enjoy the full loaf.

This will ensure that we have the best, as represented by Hawaii Director Dennis 
Gonsalves, working on a host of crops and technologies, as well as to tackle new 
opportunities in the such areas as: cage aquaculture, medicinals, organic crops, 
animal feeds, even biofuels.

For some, science is the end game. For me, it is but a means to an end - the end 
being a thriving, sustainable, diversified agricultural industry in Hawaii.

The Pacific Basin Agricultural Research Center is one clear way of saying to our 
farmers - we believe in you, we support you, we stand by you.
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Finnell, Virginia (Inouye)

fyi

From: MacDonald, Beverly (Inouye)
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2007 4:30 PM
To: Finnell, Virginia (Inouye)
Subject: FW: PBARC speech for the files
Attachments: PBARC Pacific Basin Agri Research SPEECH.wpd

From: Daly, Sara (Inouye)
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2007 3:20 PM
To: MacDonald, Beverly (Inouye); Okubo, Jinny (Inouye); Yuen, Mike (Inouye); Blanco, Marie (Inouye) 
Subject: PBARC speech for the files

FYI .. we prepared the attached speech for yesterday’s hilo event. But, he did not use it. But please add to the 
DC and Honolulu speech files as reference. I will put a copy in the f: drive as well

7/13/2007


