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"WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
MEANS TO JAPANESE AMERICANS"

ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 
UNITED STATES SENATOR ,

BEFORE THE ROTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING / 

OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 0 YORK
Essex House Hotel - New York City,N.Y.

Officers and members of the JAA, Ambassador Ukawa,

other distinguished guests, friends all: Aloha!

Thank you, Francisz(Sogi ), for your most generous

INTRODUCTION- I FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D-C-, Tm MUCH TOO OFTEN 

/
MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT- (HAIG STORY)

I AM PRlVILEGEpTO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION-/ YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE:

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO'SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END 

of World War II, that epic conflagration during which we

Americans of Japanese ancestry were made victims of a historic
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BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS ^fcS^^D
^^P JOo-rt) 5V/4V;^f^iM&^e^'3^T'sw fiNDM>uTP)t^ Zyre^^
P<^V^ American uniforms and staked Qffi lives in defense OF THOSE

VERY IDEALS ON THE BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW

THREATS TO THOSE IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST

PERCEIVE AND MEET THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE

HERITAGE

One such threat IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO

OUR NATION S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO

OVERCOME THEM- I DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION — ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE 

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND 

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY. BECAUSE OF 

their European ethnic and cultural background most Americans 

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW, 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS

SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC- THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST
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YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL TRADE 

Enforcement Bill, a protectionist measure which the President 

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO 

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED. IN APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA 

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION 

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST As IAN~PACIFIC NATIONS AND 

Brazil. The European Economic Community (EEC) was totally 

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT 

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS 

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES.

According to import data available to the Congress, 

IMPORTS FROM MULTI’FlBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 198A TO MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR 

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING 

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35^ 

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD- IMPORTS FROM THE EEC 

ALONE INCREASED 22-5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1984 THROUGH AUGUST
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1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN, KOREA, HONG KONG, AND CHINA 

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD.

Asian/Pacific rim nations, however, were the major targets of

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

TO MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, I OFFERED AN 

AMENDMENT, CQ-SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MuRKOWSKI OF ALASKA, 

WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND

THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH 

which the United States has trade relations. This Matsunaga- 

Murkowski amendment would have redefined the term foreign

COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND

restore American fairness to the legislation. I offered this

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE I WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY NATURE• IHE

AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED.
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The textile bill is not the only example of such a 

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. In APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE 

Finance Committee, by a vote of 12 to 4, approved a measure, 

S* 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO 

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN* THIS BILL, WHICH 

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD 

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301(a) 

of the Trade Act of 1974 to eliminate the alleged unfair trade 

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE 

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN* THIS 

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO 

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY 

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE 

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS*

I OPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE 

Senate Finance Committee on two grounds: (1) the legislation 

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE
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WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN 

Japan and the United States without attempting to eliminate 

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY. I POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER­

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN 

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE 

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE 

RECENT PAST — IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY* 

Following the Senate Finance Committee's action, I 

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT I WOULD OBJECT TO SENATE 

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL* In TAKING THIS ACTION I 

SERVED NOTICE THAT I WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO 

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO 

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER 

AGAINST THE BILL* UPON TAKING THIS POSITION I WAS PLEASED TO 

LEARN FROM SENATOR BILL BRADLEY OF NEW JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY 

Hart of Colorado that they were willing to join me in this

effort* Accordingly, the Senate leadership has not made a
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SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S- 1AOA, FOR FLOOR 

CONSIDERATION.

Since then, of course, the exchange value of the U. S. 

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON 

Japan's part to lower some of its trade barriers­

Intervention in the foreign exchange market to bring down 

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER 

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CAPITOL HlLL- WHILE THERE IS NO 

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE 

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE 

BALANCES OVER TIME- I THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN 

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND, 

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS^THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE 

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW THE 

LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE 99TH 

Congress, I do expect trade to be a major issue in the 100th 
P(1^;a/^"7%^

Congress ^CfW\ ^6^/^'^^
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It is well for us to consider our international trade 

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE — TO CONSIDER THEIR 

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF'CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE 

war in the Pacific. The recent Statue of Liberty rededication 

in New York suggests an even larger perspective. American 

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF 

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP 

and July 4th observances. Ours is a nation founded not upon 

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS 

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS-

Our nation's birth is traced to the day that this 

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED. THAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A 

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR 

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "We HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF­

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS- THAT
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TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN,

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE

GOVERNED.••"

Thomas Jefferson's inspired expansion on the ideas of

John Locke has been the basic tenet of democratic faith for

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. THIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1776 Next year we

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, I SUBMIT, A TIME FOR

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS. WE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION*

It would be absurd to salute our Constitution with

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT 

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS — THE "BILL OF 

Rights" — and, indeed, all subsequent amendments. Together 

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE. UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE-PRINT OUR

Nation has been structured. Where we have parted from the
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR 

THE 14TH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT.

By the same token, the war-time internment of 120,000

Americans of Japanese ancestry and their alien parents did

VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE 

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE, 

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE- THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST 

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION — IN A CASE WHERE THE 

^^ the Smfk^aiS Cbvjtjr
FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES^BY W GOVERNMENT <^r/c/^^. 

- LEAVES AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED INJUSTICE 

ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE- IT CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND 

UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD OTHERWISE REMAIN 

HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE­

Idealism is only one side of the coin our Founding

Fathers minted; realism is the other- Their predecessors in

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN 

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN- BUT

Adams, Madison, and Jefferson regarded politics not as an art
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A 

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING 

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS 

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. In MADISON'S WORDS, " I F MEN WERE 

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY." HENCE THEY WOULD 

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE 

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED- MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE 

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY AS LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON 

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT — A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN, 

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES-

In this way America has absorbed immigrants from 

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A 

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS- EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO 

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED 

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS- THEY HAVE PROTECTED 

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL-BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING 

OTHER MINORITIES.

It is incumbent on us, as Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE 

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF 

THE AGENDA OF THE IOOtH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. THE TIMING WOULD 

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

United States Constitution, whose protection we were denied in 

World War 11.

While I realize that there is no unanimity of view on 

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED 

INTERNMENT FIRST-HAND, I SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS 

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR^HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT ADDRESSING 

THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. SOMETIMES IN THE CASE OF FESTERING 

WOUNDS,THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM — TO LANCE 

THE INFECTION. JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO RECONCILIATION WITHOUT 

CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO TOO WITH OUR BODY

POLITIC. We have come to recognize this restitutionary
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PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND BLACKS OVER THE 

LAST QUARTER CENTURY- It IS TIME TO RECOGNIZE IT IN THE CASE 

OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY DURING WORLD 

War II- If our country is one of laws, it is thereby one of 

vjriHoirr o vie P^o ce<r opmw
PRECEDENTS- INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENTS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT 

BE ALLOWED TO STAND IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A

COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED- 

It is for this reason that I INTEND to re-introduce in the 

next Congress the bill providing for redress to surviving 

INTERNEES-

if THE OPPORTUNITY were at hand to present this 

ISSUE — WITFbxITS FULL HISTORIC RECORD — BEFORE THE UNITED 

States Supreme Court once again, we would be relying on the 

UNCERTAIN ENLIGHTENMENT OF A FEW INSTEAD OF THE COLLECTIVE 

WISDOM OF THE MANY — WHICH EVENTUALLY MANIFESTS ITSELF- In 

ANY EVENT, BECAUSE OF THE CONSERVATIVE NATURE OF THE PRESENT 

Supreme Court, I know that legal redress in the case of 

WARTIME REPARATIONS LIES NOW WITH THE CONGRESS — AND BY



EXTENSION WITH THE VOTERS OF THIS COUNTRY^ It IS INCUMBENT 

upon us as Americans of Japanese ancestry to make our views 

KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED SENATORS AND 

Representatives, ideally with one voice- I know of no other 

WAY TO HEAL THE LONG~FESTER I NG WOUND TO OUR BODY POLITIC THAT 

THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS-

Thank you again, for your invitation to address you-

My congratulations to you on the achievements of your 

organization during the past four decades and my best wishes 

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY-

W



"WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
MEANS TO JAPANESE AMERICANS"

ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M- MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR

BEFORE THE MOTH ANNIVERSARY MELTING
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK

Essex House Hotel * New York City, N-Y- 
Saturday, October A, 198b * 7:30 p-m-

Officers and members of the JAA, Ambassador Ukawa, 

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALOHA1.

Thank you, Francis (Sogi), for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION- I FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D-C-, I M MUCH TOO OFTEN 

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT- (HAIG STORY)

I AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE: 

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END 

of World War II, that epic conflagration during which we

Americans of Japanese ancestry were made victims of a historic
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BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS NlSEI S 

OF THE FAMED IGOTH BATTAL I 0N/MA2nD REGIMENTAL COMBAT I EAM AND 

Military Intelligence Service dorned American uniforms and 

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE 

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET 

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE-

Une such threat is the increasing evidence of a 

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO 

OUR nation's foreign trade woes and legislative efforts to 

OVERCOME THEM- I DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS 

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION " ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE 

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND 

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY- BECAUSE OF 

their European ethnic and cultural background most Americans 

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS
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SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC- IHIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST 

YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL IRADE 

Enforcement Bill, a protectionist measure which the President 

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO 

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED- In APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA 

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION 

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AS I AN*PAC IF I C NATIONS AND 

Brazil- The European Economic Community (EEC) was totally 

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT 

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS 

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES-

According to import data available to the Congress, 

IMPORTS FROM MULTI'FlBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1989 TO MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR 

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING 

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 55

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD- Imports from the EEC
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ALONE INCREASED 22-5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 198^4 THROUGH AUGUST 

1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN, KOREA, HONG KONG, AND CHINA 

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD- 

ASIAN/PACIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF 

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

TO MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, 1 OFFERED AN 

AMENDMENT, CO~SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA, 

WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND 

THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH 

WHICH THE United States has trade relations- This Matsunaga- 

Murkowski amendment would have redefined the term foreign 

COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND 

restore American fairness to the legislation- I offered this 

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE 1 WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION 

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE- THE 

amendment was rejected by the Senate and the proponents of the 

bill WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION prevailed-
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The textile bill is not the only example of such a 

discriminatory outlook. In April of last year the Senate 

Finance Committee, by a vote of 12 to A, approved a measure, 

S- 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO 

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN- THIS BILL, WHICH 

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD 

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301(a) 

of the Trade Act of 1974 to eliminate the alleged unfair trade 

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE 

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN- THIS 

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO 

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY 

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE 

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS-

I OPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE 

Senate Finance Committee on two grounds: (1) the legislation 

was discriminatory in singling out Japan and not addressing

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE
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WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN 

Japan and the United States without attempting to eliminate 

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY- I POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER­

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN 

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE 

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE 

RECENT PAST — IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY­

Following the Senate Finance Committee's action, 1

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT I WOULD OBJECT TO SENATE 

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL- 1N TAKING THIS ACTION 1 

SERVED NOTICE THAT I WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO 

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO 

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER 

AGAINST THE BILL- UPON TAKING THIS POSITION 1 WAS PLEASED TO 

LEARN FROM SENATOR BILL BRADLEY OF NEW JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY 

Hart of Colorado that they were willing to join me in this

Accordingly, the Senate leadership has not made a
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SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S- 1QOM> FOR FLOOR 

CONS I DERAT ION-

Since then, of course, the exchange value of the U- S- 

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON 

Japan's part to lower some of its trade barriers­

Intervention in the foreign exchange market to bring down 

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER 

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CAPITOL HlLL- WHILE THERE IS NO 

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE 

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE 

BALANCES OVER TIME- I THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN 

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND 

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE 

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW 

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE 

99th Congress, I do expect trade to be a major issue in the

100th Congress during the next two years-
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It is well for us to consider our international trade 

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE — TO CONSIDER THEIR 

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF'CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE 

war in the Pacific. The recent Statue of Liberty rededication 

in New York suggests an even larger perspective. American 

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF 

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP 

and July 4th observances. Ours is a nation founded not upon 

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS 

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS-

Our nation's birth is traced to the day that this 

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED- ?HAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A 

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR 

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF­

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS- 1HAT
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TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN, 

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE 

GOVERNED-••"

Thomas Jefferson's inspired expansion on the ideas of 

John Locke has been the basic tenet of democratic faith for 

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES* THIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT 

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN 

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1776* NEXT YEAR WE 

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR 

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, I SUBMIT, A TIME FOR 

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS* We AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION*

It would be absurd to salute our Constitution with 

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT 

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS THE BILL OF 

Rights" — and, indeed, all subsequent amendments* Together 

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE* UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE~PRINT OUR

Nation has been structured* Where we have parted from the



DES I GN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR

THE iqTH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT*

By the same token, the war-time internment of 120,000 

Americans of Japanese ancestry and their alien parents did 

VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE 

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE, 

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE* THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST 

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION — IN A CASE WHERE THE 

FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME 

Court by government officials — leaves an indelible imprint 

OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED INJUSTICE ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE* It 

CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD 

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE*

Idealism is only one side of the coin our Founding 

Fathers minted; realism is the other* Their predecessors in 

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN 

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN* BUT

Adams, Madison, and Jefferson regarded politics not as an art
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A 

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING 

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS 

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. In MADISON'S WORDS, "1F MEN WERE 

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY." HENCE THEY WOULD 

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE 

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED- MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE 

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON 

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT — A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN, 

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.

In this way America has absorbed immigrants from 

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A 

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS- EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO 

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED 

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS- THEY HAVE PROTECTED 

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL-BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING 

OTHER MINORITIES.

1T IS INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE 

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF 

THE AGENDA OF THE IQOTH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR* 1HE TIMING WOULD 

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

United States Constitution, whose protection we were denied in 

World War 11*

While I realize that there is no unanimity of view on 

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED 

INTERNMENT FIRST'HAND, I SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS 

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT 

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS* SOMETIMES IN THE CASE 

Op FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM 

-- TO LANCE THE INFECTION* JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO 

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC* WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS
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REST I TUT IONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND 

Blacks over the last quarter century. It is time to recognize 

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY 

during World War II- If our country is one of laws, it is 

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS- INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE 

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND 

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS 

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED- 1T IS FOR THIS REASON 

THAT I INTEND TO RE'INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL 

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES­

It is incumbent upon us as Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED 

Senators and Representatives, ideally with one voice- I know 

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONG-FESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY 

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS-

Thank you again, for your invitation to address you*

My congratulations to you on the achievements of your
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ORGANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

# # #



"WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BlCtNTLNNIAL CELEBRATION 
MEANS TO JAPANESE AMERICANS"

ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M- MATSUNAGA 
UNITED STATES SENATOR

BEFORE THE MOTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK

Essex House Hotel * New York City, N.Y. 
Saturday, October A, 1986 * 7:50 p-m-

Officers and members of the JAA, Ambassador Ukawa, 

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALOHA1.

Thank you, Francis (Sogi), for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION. I FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D-C-, I'm MUCH TOO OFTEN 

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT* (HAIG STORY)

I AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE: 

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END 

of World War II, that epic conflagration during which we

Americans of Japanese ancestry were made victims of a historic
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BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS NlSEI S 

OF THE FAMED IOOTH BATTAL ION/4Q2ND REGIMENTAL COMBAT I EAM AND 

Military Intelligence Service dorned American uniforms and 

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD- WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE 

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET 

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE-

ONE SUCH THREAT IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A 

discriminatory outlook on the part of lawmakers in regard to 

OUR nation's FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO 

OVERCOME THEM- 1 DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS 

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION — ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE 

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND 

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY- BECAUSE OF 

their European ethnic and cultural background most Americans 

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS
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SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC- IHIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST 

YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL 1RADE 

Enforcement Bill, a protectionist measure which the President 

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO 

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED- In APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA 

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION 

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AS I AN*PAC IF I C NATIONS AND 

Brazil- The European Economic Community (EEC) was totally 

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT 

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS 

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES-

According to import data available to the Congress, 

IMPORTS FROM MULTI'FlBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 198^4 TO MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR 

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING 

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD- Imports from the EEC
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ALONE INCREASED 22-5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1989 THROUGH AUGUST 

1985y WHILE IMPORTS FROM IaIWAN, KOREA, HONG KONG, AND CHINA 

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD- 

AsIAN/PaCIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF 

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

TO MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, I OFFERED AN 

AMENDMENT, CO*SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA, 

WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND 

THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH 

which the United States has trade relations- This Matsunaga 

Murkowski amendment would have redefined the term foreign 

country in order to eliminate unfair discrimination and 

restore American fairness to the legislation- I offered this 

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE I WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION 

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE- THE 

AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE 

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED-
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The textile bill is not the only example of such a 

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK- 1N APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE 

Finance Committee, by a vote of 12 to 9, approved a measure, 

S- 1A00, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO 

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN- 1HIS BILL, WHICH 

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN llANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD 

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 501(a) 

OF THE Trade Act of 1979 to eliminate the alleged unfair trade 

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE 

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN- 1HIS 

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO 

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY 

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE 

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS-

I OPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE 

Senate Finance Committee on two grounds: (1) the legislation 

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE



6

WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN 

Japan and the United States without attempting to eliminate 

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY- 1 POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER 

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN 

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE 

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE 

RECENT PAST — IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY­

Following the Senate Finance Committee's action, I 

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT I WOULD OBJECT TO SENATE 

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL- 1N TAKING THIS ACTION 1 

SERVED NOTICE THAT I WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO 

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO 

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER 

AGAINST THE BILL- UPON TAKING THIS POSITION 1 WAS PLEASED TO 

learn from Senator Bill Bradley of New Jersey and Senator Gary 

Hart of Colorado that they were willing to join me in this

effort- Accordingly, the Senate leadership has not made a



SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S. 1404, FOR FLOOR

CONSIDERATION.

Since then, of course, the exchange value of the U- S- 

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON 

Japan's part to lower some of its trade barriers­

Intervention in the foreign exchange market to bring down 

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED IO TEMPER 

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CaPITOL HlLL- WHILE THERE IS NO 

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE 

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE 

BALANCES OVER TIME- 1 THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN 

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND 

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE 

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW 

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE 

99th Congress, I do expect trade to be a major issue in the

100th Congress during the next iwo years*



It is well for us to consider our international trade

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE TO CONSIDER THEIR 

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF*CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE 

war in the Pacific. The recent Statue of Liberty rededication 

in New York suggests an even larger perspective. American 

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF 

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP 

and July 4th observances. Ours is a nation founded not upon 

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS 

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS-

Our nation's birth is traced to the day that this 

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN JhE DECLARATION Qf_ 

Independence was proclaimed- That declaration set forth a 

revolutionary premise which has taken hold as a credo for 

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF 

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS- I HAT
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TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN, 

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE 

GOVERNED.••"

Thomas Jefferson's inspired expansion on the ideas of 

John Locke has been the basic tenet of democratic faith for 

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. THIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT 

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN 

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1776- NEXT YEAR WE 

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR 

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, I SUBMIT, A TIME FOR 

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS. We AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION.

It would be absurd to salute our Constitution with 

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT 

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS ~~ THE BILL OF 

Rights" — and, indeed, all subsequent amendments- Together 

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE. UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE*PRINT OUR

Nation has been structured. Where we have parted from the
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR 

THE l^TH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT-

By the same token, the war-time internment of 120,000 

Americans of Japanese ancestry and their alien parents did 

violence to the Constitution's Fourth Amendment, just as the 

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE, 

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE- THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST 

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION — IN A CASE WHERE THE 

FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME 

Court by government officials — leaves an indelible imprint 

of GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED injustice on our national heritage. It 

CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD 

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE­

Idealism is only one side of the coin our Founding 

Fathers minted; realism is the other. Their predecessors in 

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN 

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN- BUT

Adams, Madison, and Jefferson regarded politics not as an art
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A 

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING 

INTERESTS* THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS 

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN* In MADISON'S WORDS, "1F MEN WERE 

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY*" HENCE THEY WOULD 

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE 

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED* MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE 

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON 

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT — A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN, 

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES*

In this way America has absorbed immigrants from 

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A 

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS* EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO 

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED 

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS* THEY HAVE PROTECTED 

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL~BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING 

OTHER MI NORI TIES*

1T IS INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE 

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF 

THE AGENDA OF THE lOOTH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. THE TIMING WOULD 

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

United States Constitution, whose protection we were denied in 

World War 11*

While I realize that there is no unanimity of view on 

this issue among us, even among those who experienced 

INTERNMENT FIRST-HAND, I SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS 

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT 

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS* SOMETIMES IN THE CASE 

OF FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM 

— TO LANCE THE INFECTION* JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO 

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC* WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS
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REST I TUT IONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND 

Blacks over the last quarter century. It is time to recognize 

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY 

during World War II- If our country is one of laws, it is 

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS. INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE 

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND 

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS 

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED- IT IS FOR THIS REASON 

THAT I INTEND TO RE*INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL 

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES­

It is incumbent upon us as Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED 

Senators and Representatives, ideally with one voice- I know 

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONG~FESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY 

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS-

Thank you again, for your invitation to address you-

My congratulations to you on the achievements of your



ORGANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY-
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"WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
MEANS TO JAPANESE AMERICANS"

ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 
UNITED STATES SENATOR

BEFORE THE AOTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK 

Essex House Hotel - New York City, N-Y.
Saturday, October 4, 1986 - 7:30 p-m.

Officers and members of the JAA, Ambassador Ukawa, 

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALOHA!

Thank you, Francis (Sogi), for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION. I FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D-C., I'M MUCH TOO OFTEN 

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT- (HAIG STORY)

I AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE: 

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO'SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END 

of World War II, that epic conflagration during which we

Americans of Japanese ancestry were made victims of a historic
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BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS NlSEl's 

OF THE FAMED IOOtH BATTALION/AA2nD REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM AND 

Military Intelligence Service dorned American uniforms and 

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE 

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET 

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE.

Une such threat is the increasing evidence of a 

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO 

OUR NATION'S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO 

OVERCOME THEM. I DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS 

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION — ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE 

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND 

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY- BECAUSE OF 

their European ethnic and cultural background most Americans 

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS
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SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC. THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST 

YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL TRADE 

Enforcement Bill, a protectionist measure which the President 

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO 

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED. In APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA 

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION 

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ASIAN-PACIFIC NATIONS AND 

Brazil. The European Economic Community (EEC) was totally 

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT 

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS 

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES •

According to import data available to the Congress, 

IMPORTS FROM MULTI'FlBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1984 TO MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR 

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING 

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD. IMPORTS FROM THE EEC
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ALONE INCREASED 22-5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1980 THROUGH AUGUST

1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN Korea, Hong Kong, and China

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD-

Asian/Pacific rim nations, however, were THE MAJOR TARGETS OF

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

TO MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, I OFFERED AN 

AMENDMENT, CQ-SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA, 

WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND

THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH

which the United States has trade relations- This Matsunaga-

Murkowski amendment would have redefined the term foreign 

COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND 

restore American fairness to the legislation- I offered this 

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE I WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION 

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE- THE 

AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED.
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The textile bill is not the only example of such a 

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. In APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE 

Finance Committee, by a vote of 12 to 4, approved a measure, 

S. 1404, mandating presidential retaliation in response to 

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN. THIS BILL, WHICH 

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD 

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301(a) 

of the Trade Act of 1974 to eliminate the alleged unfair trade 

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE 

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN- THIS 

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO 

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY 

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE 

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS-

I OPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE 

Senate Finance Committee on two grounds: (1) the legislation 

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE
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WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN 

Japan and the United States without attempting to eliminate 

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY- 1 POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER­

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN 

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE 

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE 

RECENT PAST — IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY­

Following the Senate Finance Committee's action, I 

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT I WOULD OBJECT TO SENATE 

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL- In TAKING THIS ACTION I 

SERVED NOTICE THAT I WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO 

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO 

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER 

AGAINST THE BILL- UPON TAKING THIS POSITION I WAS PLEASED TO 

LEARN FROM SENATOR BlLL BRADLEY OF NEW JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY 

Hart of Colorado that they were willing to join me in this

effort- Accordingly, the Senate leadership has not made a
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SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S- 1404^ FOR FLOOR

CONSIDERATION.

Since then, of course, the exchange value of the U. S-

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON

Japan's part to lower some of its trade barriers.

Intervention in the foreign exchange market to bring down

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CAPITOL HlLL- WHILE THERE IS NO

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE

BALANCES OVER TIME. I THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE 

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW 

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE 

99th Congress, I do expect trade to be a major issue in the

100th Congress during the next two years-
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It is well for us to consider our international trade 

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE — TO CONSIDER THEIR 

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF*CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE 

war in the Pacific. The recent Statue of Liberty rededication 

in New York suggests an even larger perspective. American 

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF 

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP 

and July 4th observances. Ours is a nation founded not upon 

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS 

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS-

Our nation's birth is traced to the day that this 

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN THE DECLARATION OF 

Independence was proclaimed. That declaration set forth a 

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR 

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF­

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. THAT



9

TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN, 

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE 

GOVERNED.--"

Thomas Jefferson's inspired expansion on the ideas of 

John Locke has been the basic tenet of democratic faith for 

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES- THIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT 

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN 

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1776. NEXT YEAR WE 

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR 

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, I SUBMIT, A TIME FOR 

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS. WE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION.

It would be absurd to salute our Constitution with 

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT 

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS — THE "BILL OF 

Rights" — and, indeed, all subsequent amendments. Together 

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE- UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE-PRINT OUR

Nation has been structured- Where we have parted from the
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR

THE 10TH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT-

By the same token, the war-time INTERNMENT OF 120,000

Americans of Japanese ancestry and their alien parents did

VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE,

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE. THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION — IN A CASE WHERE THE

FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME

Court by government officials — leaves an indelible imprint

OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED injustice on our national heritage. It

CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE­

Idealism is only one side of the coin our Founding 

Fathers minted; realism is the other. Their predecessors in

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN. BUT

Adams, Madison, and Jefferson regarded politics not as an art



11

FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A 

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING 

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS 

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN- In MADISON'S WORDS, "1F MEN WERE 

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY-" HENCE THEY WOULD 

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE 

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED- MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE 

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON 

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT — A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN, 

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES-

In this way America has absorbed immigrants from 

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A 

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS- EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO 

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED 

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS- THEY HAVE PROTECTED 

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL-BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING 

OTHER MINORITIES•

It is incumbent on us, as Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE 

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF 

THE AGENDA OF THE lOOTH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. THE TIMING WOULD 

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

United States Constitution, whose protection we were denied in 

World War 11.

While I realize that there is no unanimity of view on 

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED 

INTERNMENT FIRST-HAND, I SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS 

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT 

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. SOMETIMES IN THE CASE 

OF FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM 

— TO LANCE THE INFECTION- JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO 

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC- WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS



REST I TUT IONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND 

Blacks over the last quarter century. It is time to recognize 

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY 

during World War II- If our country is one of laws, it is 

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS- INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE 

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND 

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS 

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED- IT IS FOR THIS REASON 

THAT I INTEND TO RE-INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL 

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES­

It is incumbent upon us as Americans of Japanese 

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED 

Senators and Representatives, ideally with one voice- I know 

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONG~FESTERI NG WOUND TO OUR BODY 

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS-

Thank you again, for your invitation to address you-

My congratulations to you on the achievements of your
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ANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

# # #


