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“WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
MEANS TO JAPANESE AMERICANS”
ADDRESS BY THE HONURABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA

UNITED STATES SENATOR f{,//d
BEFORE THE 4O0TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING

o
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION DFIyEWIYORK
Essex House HoTEL — NEw York CITﬁffN-Y-

SATURDAY, OcToBER 4, 1986 - Z;%g PeM.
ﬁf
ﬁf
x*’éil
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF Tﬁé JAA, AMBASSADOR UKAWA,
&

<
F"

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,;?&ENDS ALL: ALOHA!

THANK YoOU, FRAchsﬁKSoel), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS

INTRODUCTION. [ FEEL n CH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER

/

INTRODUCTION BECAUSEglN WAsHINGTON, D.C., I'M MUCH TOO OFTEN

g

¥

MISTAKEN FOR A ;?&EIGN DIPLOMAT. (HAIG STORY)

[ AmM Pﬂf;ILEGEpTO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION.# YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE:
1T REMINDS}%S OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END

/

OF WORLnjﬁAR [I, THAT EPIC CONFLAGRATION DURING WHICH WE

¥
3

AMERICA¥§ OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WERE MADE VICTIMS OF A HISTORIC

#

i
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{

§

§




NISELs oF §He
WE-—DORNAD

BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS

FRpep 1007y BA//‘/‘/,ZMD /?EG/MW/W%SOE 7@97 TE9T HND M1 TRRY INTEL EE0CE Stmow) ca
ET%fV&)AMERICAN UNTFORMS AND STAKED &ﬁg?LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE

VERY IDEALS ON THE BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW
THREATS TO THOSE IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST
PERCEIVE AND MEET THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE
HERITAGE .

ONE SUCH THREAT IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A
DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO
OUR NATION'S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO
OVERCOME THEM. | DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS
ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION == ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE
BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS
ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND
RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY. BECAUSE OF
THEIR EUROPEAN ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND MOST AMERICANS
CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,
DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS

SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC. THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST




YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE [EXTILE AND APPAREL TRADE
ENFORCEMENT BILL, A PROTECTIONIST MEASURE WHICH THE PRESIDENT
WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO
ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED. I[N APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA
RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION
BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ASIAN-PACIFIC NATIONS AND
BrRaziL. THE EuropeAN EconoMmic CommuniTy (EEC) waAs ToTALLY
EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT
THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS
HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES.

ACCORDING TO IMPORT DATA AVAILABLE TO THE CONGRESS,
IMPORTS FROM MULTI-FIBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
DURING THE PERIOD OcToBER 1984 1O MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AnD CANADA INCREASED BY 35

~ -

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD. IMPORTS FROM THE @EC

ALONE INCREASED 22.5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1984 THROUGH AUGUST

-




1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN, KorReA, HonNe KonG, AND CHINA

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD.
ASIAN/PACIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-.

T0 MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, | OFFERED AN
AMENDMENT, CO~SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA,
WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND
THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH
WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS TRADE RELATIONS. THIS MATSUNAGA-
MURKOWSKI AMENDMENT WOULD HAVE REDEFINED THE TERM FOREIGN
COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND
RESTORE AMERICAN FAIRNESS TO THE LEGISLATION. | OFFERED THIS
AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE | WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION

Feg7yre.
BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY NATURE. THE
AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED.




THE TEXTILE BILL IS NOT THE ONLY EXAMPLE OF SUCH A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. IN APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE

FINANCE COMMITTEE, BY A VOTE OF 12 To 4, APPROVED A MEASURE,

S. 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO
UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN. [HIS BILL, WHICH
WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD
DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301(A)
oF THE TRADE AcT OoF 1974 TO ELIMINATE THE ALLEGED UNFAIR TRADE
PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE
BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN. THIS
LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO
COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY
RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE
OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS.

[ oPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON Two GROUNDS: (1) THE LEGISLATION
WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE




WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO ELIMINATE

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY. | POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER-

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE

RECENT PAST ~~ IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY.

FOLLOWING THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE'S ACTION, |

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT | WOULD OBJECT TO SENATE

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL. IN TAKING THIS ACTION I

SERVED NOTICE THAT [ WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER

AGAINST THE BILL. UPON TAKING THIS POSITION | WAS PLEASED TO

LEARN FROM SENATOR BiLL BRADLEY OF NEW JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY

HART oF COLORADO THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO JOIN ME IN THIS

EFFORT. ACCORDINGLY, THE SENATE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT MADE A




SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S. 1404, FOR FLOOR
CONSIDERATION.

SINCE THEN, OF COURSE, THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE U. S.
DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON
JAPAN'S PART TO LOWER SOME OF ITS TRADE BARRIERS.
INTERVENTION IN THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE MARKET TO BRING DOWN
RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER
PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CAPITOL HILL. WHILE THERE IS NO
IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE
IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE
BALANCES OVER TIME. | THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND,

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFIQLIﬂASvTHEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE

e

—ar

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW THE
LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE 99TH
CONGRESS, | DO EXPECT TRADE TO BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE 100TH

DN G THE
CONGRESSﬂﬂﬁfy7§%§??ﬂa51a5f




[T IS WELL FOR US TO CONSIDER OUR INTERNATIONAL TRADE

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ~~ TO CONSIDER THEIR

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF~CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE

WAR IN THE PACIFIC. THE RECENT STATUE OF LIBERTY REDEDICATION

IN NEW YORK SUGGESTS AN EVEN LARGER PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP

AND JuLY 4TH OBSERVANCES. UURS IS A NATION FOUNDED NOT UPON

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS.

OUR NATION'S BIRTH IS TRACED TO THE DAY THAT THIS

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN ITHE UECLARATION OF

[NDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED. T[HAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "“WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED

BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS; THAT AMONG

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. THAT




TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN,

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE

GOVERNEDs "

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S INSPIRED EXPANSION ON THE IDEAS OF

JOHN LOCKE HAS BEEN THE BASIC TENET OF DEMOCRATIC FAITH FOR

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. T[HIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1/7b. NEXT YEAR WE

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, [ SUBMIT, A TIME FOR

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS. WE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION.

[T wouLD BE ABSURD TO SALUTE OUR CONSTITUTION WITH

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS —— THE "BILL OF

RIGHTS” —-— AND, INDEED, ALL SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS. TOGETHER

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE. UPON THIS TOTAL BLUETPRINT OUR

NATION HAS BEEN STRUCTURED. WHERE WE HAVE PARTED FROM THE




10
DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR
THE 14TH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT.

BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE WAR-TIME INTERNMENT ofF 120,000
AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND THEIR ALIEN PARENTS DID
VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE
RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE,
VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE. THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION -~ IN A CASE WHERE THE

OF THE SUPREME Covky
FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES,BY THf GOVERNMENT GFFIc/pos_

- LEAVES AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT OF GOVERNMENT~-FOSTERED INJUSTICE

ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE. [T CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND

UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD OTHERWISE REMAIN

HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE-.

IDEALISM IS ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE COIN OUR FOUNDING

FATHERS MINTED; REALISM IS THE OTHER. [HEIR PREDECESSORS IN

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN. BUT

ADpAMS, MADISON, AND JEFFERSON REGARDED POLITICS NOT AS AN ART
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. IN MADISON'S woRDS, "IF MEN WERE

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY.” HENCE THEY WOULD
ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE
RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED. MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE
OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY %§>LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON
MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT ~— A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN,
DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.

IN THIS wAY AMERICA HAS ABSORBED IMMIGRANTS FROM
NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A
POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS. EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO
REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED
HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS. [IHEY HAVE PROTECTED

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL™BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING

OTHER MINORITIES.

[T 1S INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF

THE AGENDA OF THE 100TH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. THE TIMING WOULD

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, WHOSE PROTECTION WE WERE DENIED IN

WorLD WarR II.

WHILE | REALIZE THAT THERE IS NO UNANIMITY OF VIEW ON

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED

INTERNMENT FIRST~HAND, [ SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS

NBTJaNAL
SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OURAHISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT ADDRESSING

THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. SOMETIMES IN THE CASE OF FESTERING
WOUNDS, THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM =~ TO LANCE
THE INFECTION. JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO RECONCILIATION WITHOUT
CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO TOO WITH OUR BODY

POLITIC. WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS RESTITUTIONARY
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PRINCIPLE IN REGARD To NATIVE AMERICANS AND BLACKS OVER THE
LAST QUARTER CENTURY. [T IS TIME TO RECOGNIZE IT IN THE CASE
OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY DURING WORLD
WAR Il. IF OUR COUNTRY IS ONE OF LAWS, IT IS THEREBY ONE OF

WITHOUT DyE PROCESS OF LAW
PRECEDENTS. INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT,IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT
BE ALLOWED TO STAND IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A
COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED.
IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT I INTEND TO RE-INTRODUCE IN THE
NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING

INTERNEES .

[:VEN IF THE OPPGRTUNITY WERE AT HAND TO PRESENT THAS

r'//

ISSUE == WITHNJTS FULL HISTORIC RECORD ~—~ BEFORE THE UNITED

STATES SUPREME COURTONCE AGAIN, WE WOULD BE RELYING ON THE
“ \

\«

h@CERTAIN ENLIGHTENMENT OPN\A FEW INSTEAD OF THE COLtECTIVE

AN

AN X
WISDOM OF THE MANY ~—~ WHICHJEVEN?QALLY MANIFESTS ITSELF. [N

~

~\ }/v‘“ ’ -_\

.

- ) ™,
ANY EVENT, BE@AUSE OF THE CONSERVATIVE\NATURE OF THE PRESENT

W - “
SUPREME COURT, I KNOW THAT LEGAL REDRESS IN THE CASE OF

WARTIME REPARATIONS_LIES NOW WITH THE CONGRESS ~~ AND™ BY

PP O S PR
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EXTENSTON WITH THE VOTERS OF”THIS COUNTR¥<| [T IS INCUMBENT

UPON US AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS

KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED SENATORS

REPRESENTATIVES, IDEALLY WITH ONE VOICE. [ KNOW OF NO OTHER

WAY TO HEAL THE LONG~"FESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY POLITIC THAT

THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS.

THANK YOU AGAIN, FOR YOUR INVITATION TO ADDRESS YOU.

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR

ORGANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

HitH




“WHAT OUR CONSTLTUTION’S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIUW
MEANS TU JAPANESE AMERICANS®
ADDRESS BY THE HUNORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFURE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YURK
Essex House HoTeL - NeEw York CITy, N.Y.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1986 - 7:30 pP.M.

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE JAA, AMBASSADOR UKAWA,

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALOHA!

THANK You, Francis (SoGI), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS

INTRODUCTION. | FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, p.C., I'M MUCH TOO OFTEN

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT. (HAlG STORY)

[ AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE

OF WORLD WAR Il, THAT EPIC CONFLAGRATION DURING WHICH WE

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WERE MADE VICTIMS OF A HISTORIC




BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS NISEl's

OF THE FAMED 10UTH BATTALION/U4ZND REGIMENTAL CoMBAT |EAM AND

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE DORNED AMERICAN UNIFORMS AND

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE

BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE.

UNE SUCH THREAT IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO

OUR NATION'S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO

OVERCOME THEM. | Do NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION ~7 ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY. BECAUSE OF

THEIR EUROPEAN ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND MOST AMERICANS

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS




SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC. THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST

VEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL TRADE

ENFORCEMENT BiLL, A PROTECTIONIST MEASURE WHICH THE PRESIDENT

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED- [N APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ASTAN—-PACIFIC NATIONS AND

BraziL. THE EuropeaN Economic COMMUNITY (EEC) wAS TOTALLY

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES-

ACCORDING TO IMPORT DATA AVAILABLE TO THE CONGRESS,

IMPORTS FROM MULTI-FIBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

DURING THE PERIOD OcToBER 1984 TO MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD- IMPORTS FROM THE EEC




ALONE INCREASED 22.5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1984 THROUGH AUGUST
1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN, KOREA, Hong KONG, AND CHINA
EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD-
ASTAN/PACIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF
THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

To MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, | OFFERED AN
AMENDMENT, CO-SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA,
WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND
THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH
WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS TRADE RELATIONS. TH1s MATSUNAGA™
MURKOWSKI AMENDMENT WOULD HAVE REDEFINED THE TERM FOREIGN
COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND
RESTORE AMERICAN FAIRNESS TO THE LEGISLATION- | OFFERED THIS

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE | WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE- THE

AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED-




THE TEXTILE BILL IS NOT THE ONLY EXAMPLE OF SUCH A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. IN APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE

FINANCE COMMITTEE, BY A VOTE OF 12 TOo 4, APPROVED A MEASURE,

S. 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN. [HIS BILL, WHICH

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301Ca)

OF THE TRADE AcT OF 1974 TOo ELIMINATE THE ALLEGED UNFAIR TRADE

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN. THIS

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS.

| OPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON TWo GROUNDS: (1) THE LEGISLATION

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (72) THE MEASURE




WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO ELIMINATE

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY-. | POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVERT

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE

RECENT PAST —— IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY-.

FOLLOWING THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE’'S ACTION, |

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT | wouLD OBJECT TO SENATE

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL. [N TAKING THIS ACTION 1

SERVED NOTICE THAT | wouLD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER

AGAINST THE BILL. UPON TAKING THIS POSITION | WAS PLEASED TO

LEARN FROM SENATOR BiLL BRADLEY OF NEW JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY

HART OF COLORADO THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO JOIN ME IN THIS

EFFORT. ACCORDINGLY, THE SENATE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT MADE A




SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S. 1404, FOR FLOOR

CONSIDERATION.

SINCE THEN, OF COURSE, THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE U. S.

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE ©F MOVEMENT ON

JAPAN'S PART TO LOWER SOME OF ITS TRADE BARRIERS-.

INTERVENTION IN THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE MARKET TO BRING DOWN

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT oN CAPITOL HiLL. WHILE THERE IS NO

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE

BALANCES OVER TIME. | THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND,

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE

997H CONGRESS, | DO EXPECT TRADE TO BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE

100TH CONGRESS DURING THE NEXT TWO YEARS.




[T IS WELL FOR US TO CONSIDER OUR INTERNATIONAL TRADE

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ~~ TO CONSIDER THEIR

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF-CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE

WAR IN THE PACIFIC. THE RECENT STATUE OF LIBERTY REDEDICATION

IN NEW YORK SUGGESTS AN EVEN LARGER PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP

AND JULY 4TH OBSERVANCES. UURS IS A NATION FOUNDED NOT UPON

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS.

OUR NATION'S BIRTH IS TRACED TO THE DAY THAT THIS

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN IHE UECLARATION OF

|NDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED. THAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: “WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF~

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED

BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS; THAT AMONG

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. THAT




TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN,

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE

GOVERNED. . ."

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S INSPIRED EXPANSION ON THE IDEAS OF

JOHN LOCKE HAS BEEN THE BASIC TENET OF DEMOCRATIC FAITH FOR

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. [HIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1//b. NEXT YEAR WE

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, | SuUBMIT, A TIME FOR

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS-. WE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION.

IT wWouLD BE ABSURD TO SALUTE OUR CONSTITUTION WITH

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS ~7 THE “BrLL of

RIGHTS” -- AND, INDEED, ALL SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS. TOGETHER

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE- UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE“PRINT OUR

NATION HAS BEEN STRUCTURED. WHERE WE HAVE PARTED FROM THE
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR

THE 14TH AMENDMENT 1S EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT.

BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE WAR-TIME INTERNMENT ofF 120,000

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND THEIR ALIEN PARENTS DID

VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE,

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE. THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION -~ IN A CASE WHERE THE

FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME

COURT BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS —— LEAVES AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT

OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED INJUSTICE ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE. It

CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE.

[DEALISM 1S ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE COIN OUR FOUNDING

FATHERS MINTED; REALISM IS THE OTHER. THEIR PREDECESSORS IN

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE 1IN

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN-. BuT

ADAMS, MADISON, AND JEFFERSON REGARDED POLITICS NOT AS AN ART
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. IN MADISON'S WORDS, “1F MEN WERE

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY." HENCE THEY WOULD

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED. MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT —— A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN,

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.

IN THIS WAY AMERICA HAS ABSORBED IMMIGRANTS FROM

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS. EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS. [HEY HAVE PROTECTED

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL-BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE




BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING

OTHER MINORITIES.

IT IS INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF

THE AGENDA OF THE 100TH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. JTHE TIMING WOULD

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, WHOSE PROTECTION WE WERE DENIED IN

WorRLD War II.

WHILE [ REALIZE THAT THERE IS NO UNANIMITY OF VIEW ON

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED

INTERNMENT FIRST-HAND, | SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. SOMETIMES IN THE CASE

OF FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM

~= TO LANCE THE INFECTION. JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC- WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS
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RESTITUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND

BLACKS OVER THE LAST QUARTER CENTURY. IT IS TIME TO RECOGNIZE

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY

DURING WORLD WAR IIl. [F OUR COUNTRY 1S ONE OF LAWS, IT IS

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS. INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED. [T IS FOR THIS REASON

THAT | INTEND TO RE-INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES.

IT IS INCUMBENT UPON US AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES, IDEALLY WITH ONE VOICE. I know

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONG-FESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS.

THANK YOU AGAIN, FOR YOUR INVITATION TO ADDRESS YOU-

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR
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ORGANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

#H K




“WHAT OUR CONSTLITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIUW
MEANS TU JAPANESE AMERICANS”
ADDRESS BY THE HUNORABLE SPARK M. HATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFURE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YURK

Essex House HoTEL — NEw York CITY, N.Y.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1986 - 7:30 pP.M.

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE JAA, AMBASSADOR UKAWA,

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALoHA!

THANK You, Francis (SoGi), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS

INTRODUCTION. | FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D.C., [’M MUCH TOO OFTEN

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT. (HAIlG STORY)

[ AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE

OF WORLD WAR [I, THAT EPIC CONFLAGRATION DURING WHICH WE

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WERE MADE VICTIMS OF A HISTORIC




BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS Nisel's

OF THE FAMED 10UTH BATTALION/U442ZND REGIMENTAL CoMBAT TEAM AND

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE DORNED AMERICAN UNIFORMS AND

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE

BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE.

UNE SUCH THREAT IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO

OUR NATION'S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO

OVERCOME THEM. | DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION -~ ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS

ISSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY. BECAUSE OF

THEIR EUROPEAN ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND MOST AMERICANS

CONTINUE TO VIEW FUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS




SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC. THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST

YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL TRADE

ENFORCEMENT BiLL, A PROTECTIONIST MEASURE WHICH THE PRESIDENT

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED-. [N APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ASTAN-PACIFIC NATIONS AND

BRAZiL. THE EuropeEAN EconoMmic COMMUNITY (EEC) WAS TOTALLY

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES-.

ACCORDING TO IMPORT DATA AVAILABLE To THE CONGRESS,

IMPORTS FROM MUuLTI-FIBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

DURING THE PERIOD OcToBER 1984 1o MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING

YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD- [MPORTS FROM THE EEC




ALONE INCREASED 22.5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1984 THROUGH AUGUST

1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIwAN, KoRea, HonG KONG, AND CHINA

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD-

ASIAN/PACIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF

THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

To MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, [ OFFERED AN

AMENDMENT, CO~SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA,

WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND

THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH

WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS TRADE RELATIONS- TH1s MATSUNAGA™

MURKOWSKI AMENDMENT WOULD HAVE REDEFINED THE TERM FOREIGN

COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND

RESTORE AMERICAN FAIRNESS TO THE LEGISLATION. | OFFERED THIS

AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE [ WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION

BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE- THE

AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE

BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED-.




THE TEXTILE BILL IS NOT THE ONLY EXAMPLE OF SUCH A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. IN APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE

FiINANCE COMMITTEE, BY A VOTE OF 12 To 4, APPROVED A MEASURE,

S. 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN. THIS BILL, WHICH

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN DANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 301(CA)

OF THE TRADE AcT OF 1974 TO ELIMINATE THE ALLEGED UNFAIR TRADE

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN. THIS

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS.

[ oPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE

SeENATE Finance COMMITTEE ON TWO GROUNDS: (1) THE LEGISLATION

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING ouT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE




WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO ELIMINATE

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY- ] POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVERT™

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE

RECENT PAST —— IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY:.

FOLLOWING THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE'S ACTION, |

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT | wouLD OBJECT TO SENATE

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL- [N TAKING THIS ACTION l

SERVED NOTICE THAT [ wouLD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT 1S, FILIBUSTER

AGAINST THE BILL. UPON TAKING THIS POSITION | wAS PLEASED TO

LEARN FROM SENATOR BiLL BRADLEY OF NEw JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY

HART oF COLORADO THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO JOIN ME IN THIS

EFFORT- ACCORDINGLY, THE SENATE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT MADE A




SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S. 1404, FOR FLOOR

CONSIDERATION-

SINCE THEN, OF COURSE, THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE u. S.

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON

JAPAN'S PART TO LOWER SOME OF ITS TRADE BARRIERS-

[NTERVENTION IN THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE MARKET TO BRING DOWN

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT oN CaPITOL HiLL. WHILE THERE IS NO

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE

BALANCES OVER TIME- [ THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND,

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE

997H CONGRESS, | DO EXPECT TRADE TO BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE

100TH CONGRESS DURING THE NEXT TWO YEARS-




[T 1S WELL FOR US TO CONSIDER OUR INTERNATIONAL TRADE

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE —~— TO CONSIDER THEIR

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF~CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE

WAR IN THE PAcIFIC. THE RECENT STATUE OF LIBERTY REDEDICATION

IN NEw YORK SUGGESTS AN EVEN LARGER PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE Lamp

AND JULY UTH OBSERVANCES. UURS IS A NATION FOUNDED NOT UPON

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS.

Our NATION'S BIRTH IS TRACED TO THE DAY THAT THIS

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION wHEN THE DECLARATION OF

|NDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED-. THAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: "WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF~

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED

BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS; THAT AMONG

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS:. THAT




TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN,

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE

GOVERNED« "

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S INSPIRED EXPANSION ON THE IDEAS OF

JOHN LOCKE HAS BEEN THE BASIC TENET OF DEMOCRATIC FAITH FOR

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. [HIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 17/b. NEXT YEAR WE

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, | SUBMIT, A TIME FOR

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS-. We AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION-.

IT wouLD BE ABSURD TO SALUTE OUR CONSTITUTION WITH

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1787 DOCUMENT

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS ~— THE "BrLL oF

RIGHTS"” -~ AND, INDEED, ALL SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS-. TOGETHER

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE-. UPON THIS TOTAL BLUETPRINT OUR

NATION HAS BEEN STRUCTURED. WHERE WE HAVE PARTED FROM THE
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR
THE 14TH AMENDMENT 1S EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT.

By THE SAME TOKEN, THE WAR-TIME INTERNMENT OF 120,000
AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND THEIR ALIEN PARENTS DID
VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION'S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE
RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE,
VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE. THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST
COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION —~ IN A CASE WHERE THE
FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME
COURT BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ~—~ LEAVES AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT
OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED INJUSTICE ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE. [T
CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE-

IDEALISM IS ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE COIN OUR FOUNDING

FATHERS MINTED; REALISM IS THE OTHER. JTHEIR PREDECESSORS IN

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN- BuT

ADAMS, MADISON, AND JEFFERSON REGARDED POLITICS NOT AS AN ART
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING

INTERESTS. THEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. IN MADISON'S WORDS, “|F MEN WERE

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY-" HENCE THEY WOULD

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED-. MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT —— A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN,

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES-.

IN THIS WAY AMERICA HAS ABSORBED IMMIGRANTS FROM

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS-. EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS-. THEY HAVE PROTECTED

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELLTBEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE




BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING

OTHER MINORITIES.

IT IS INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF

THE AGENDA OF THE 100TH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. [IHE TIMING WOULD

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, WHOSE PROTECTION WE WERE DENIED IN

WoRLD WAR [1I.

WHILE | REALIZE THAT THERE IS NO UNANIMITY OF VIEW ON

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED

INTERNMENT FIRST—HAND, | SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. OSOMETIMES IN THE CASE

OF FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM

-- TO LANCE THE INFECTION. JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC. WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS




13

RESTITUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND

BLACKS OVER THE LAST QUARTER CENTURY. [T IS TIME TO RECOGNIZE

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY

DURING WORLD WAR II. IF OUR COUNTRY 1S ONE OF LAWS, IT IS

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS. INVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED. [T 1s FOR THIS REASON

THAT | INTEND TO RE-INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES-.

IT 1S INCUMBENT UPON US AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES, IDEALLY WITH ONE VOICE. | KNOw

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONGTFESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS-.

THANK YOU AGAIN, FOR YOUR INVITATION TO ADDRESS YOU.

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR
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ORG%NIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY-.
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“WHAT OUR CONSTITUTION'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
MEANS TU JAPANESE AMERICANS”
ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFORE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING
OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YURK
Essex House HoTeL - New York CrTYy, N.Y.

SATURDAY, OcToBER 4, 1986 - 7:30 pP.M.

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE JAA, AMBASSADOR UKAWA,

OTHER DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS ALL: ALOHA!

THANK You, FrRAancIs (S0GI), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS

INTRODUCTION. | FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE IN WASHINGTON, D.C., I'M MucH Too OFTEN

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT. (HAIG STORY)

I AM PRIVILEGE TO ADDRESS YOU ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION. YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT ONE:

IT REMINDS US OF THE TWO~SCORE PASSAGE OF TIME SINCE THE END

OF WORLD WAR II, THAT EPIC CONFLAGRATION DURING WHICH WE

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WERE MADE VICTIMS OF A HISTORIC




BREAKDOWN OF OUR COUNTRY'S DEMOCRATIC IDEALS EVEN AS NISEI'S

oF THE FAMED 100TH BATTALION/U4U42ND REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM AND

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE DORNED AMERICAN UNIFORMS AND

STAKED THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF THOSE VERY IDEALS ON THE

BATTLEFIELD. WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME NEW THREATS TO THOSE

IDEALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARISE; WE MUST PERCEIVE AND MEET

THEM FROM THE VANTAGEPOINT OF OUR OWN UNIQUE HERITAGE.

UNE SUCH THREAT IS THE INCREASING EVIDENCE OF A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK ON THE PART OF LAWMAKERS IN REGARD TO

OUR NATION’S FOREIGN TRADE WOES AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO

OVERCOME THEM. | DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THESE EFFORTS

ARE MOTIVATED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION —= ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE

BEEN UNFORTUNATE RHETORIC AND INCIDENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS

[SSUE, WHICH, IF IT IS NOT ADDRESSED IN A DISPASSIONATE AND

RATIONAL MANNER, COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL HARMONY. BECAUSE OF

THEIR EUROPEAN ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND MOST AMERICANS

CONTINUE TO VIEW EUROPE AS THE FOREGROUND OF OUR WORLD VIEW,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BALANCE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAS




SHIFTED TO THE PACIFIC. THIS VIEWPOINT WAS MOST APPARENT LAST

YEAR WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL |RADE

ENFORCEMENT BILL, A PROTECTIONIST MEASURE WHICH THE PRESIDENT

WISELY VETOED AND WHICH VETO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO

ITS CREDIT, SUSTAINED. IN APPLYING ADDITIONAL QUOTA

RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORTS, THIS LEGISLATION

BLATANTLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ASIAN-PACIFIC NATIONS AND

BraziL. THE EuropeaN EcoNomic CommunITY (EEC) wAsS TOTALLY

EXEMPTED FROM ITS COVERAGE, AS WAS CANADA, DESPITE THE FACT

THAT TEXTILE AND APPAREL IMPORT GROWTH FROM THESE TWO AREAS

HAD BEEN INCREASING FASTER THAN FROM MOST DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES.

ACCORDING TO IMPORT DATA AVAILABLE TO THE CONGRESS,

IMPORTS FROM MULTI-FIBER ARRANGEMENT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

DURING THE PERIOD 0OcToBER 1984 1o MARCH 1985 DECLINED FOUR

PERCENT, AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN THE PRECEDING
YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM THE EEC AND CANADA INCREASED BY 35

PERCENT DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD. [MPORTS FROM THE EEC




ALONE INCREASED 22.5 PERCENT FROM JANUARY 1984 THROUGH AUGUST

1985, WHILE IMPORTS FROM TAIWAN, KOREA, HoNG KONG, AND CHINA

EXPERIENCED A MARKED DECLINE DURING THIS SAME PERIOD.
ASIAN/PACIFIC RIM NATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE THE MAJOR TARGETS OF
THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS IN THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION-

TO MOLLIFY THIS EVIDENT DISCRIMINATION, | OFFERED AN
AMENDMENT, CO-SPONSORED BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI OF ALASKA,
WHEN THE BILL WAS BEING DEBATED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, TO EXPAND
THE COVERAGE OF THE LEGISLATION TO ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH
WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS TRADE RELATIONS. THIS MATSUNAGA-
MURKOWSKI AMENDMENT WOULD HAVE REDEFINED THE TERM FOREIGN
COUNTRY IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE UNFAIR DISCRIMINATION AND
RESTORE AMERICAN FAIRNESS TO THE LEGISLATION. [ OFFERED THIS
AMENDMENT NOT BECAUSE | WISHED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGISLATION
BUT RATHER TO POINT OUT ITS DISCRIMINATORY FEATURE. THE
AMENDMENT WAS REJECTED BY THE SENATE AND THE PROPONENTS OF THE
BILL WHO WISHED TO RETAIN THIS UNFORTUNATE DISCRIMINATORY

PROVISION PREVAILED.




THE TEXTILE BILL IS NOT THE ONLY EXAMPLE OF SUCH A

DISCRIMINATORY OUTLOOK. IN APRIL OF LAST YEAR THE SENATE

FINANCE COMMITTEE, BY A VOTE OF 12 TO 4, APPROVED A MEASURE,

S. 1404, MANDATING PRESIDENTIAL RETALIATION IN RESPONSE TO

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE PART OF JAPAN. THIS BILL, WHICH

WAS AUTHORED BY SENATOR JOHN UANFORTH OF MISSOURI, WOULD

DIRECT THE PRESIDENT TO USE HIS AUTHORITY UNDER SEcTION 301(A)

OF THE TRADE AcT OF 1974 To ELIMINATE THE ALLEGED UNFAIR TRADE

PRACTICES, OR OFFSET THEIR EFFECT ON THE MERCHANDISE TRADE

BALANCE, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN. THIS

LEGISLATION WOULD REQUIRE THE PRESIDENT AT A MINIMUM TO

COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE RELAXATION OF THE VOLUNTARY

RESTRAINT AGREEMENT ON AUTOMOBILES ON THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE

OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS.

[ oPPOSED THIS BILL DURING ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON TWO GROUNDS: (1) THE LEGISLATION

WAS DISCRIMINATORY IN SINGLING OUT JAPAN AND NOT ADDRESSING

THE UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES OF OTHER NATIONS; (2) THE MEASURE




WRONGLY EMPHASIZED THE MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO ELIMINATE

SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ENTRY. | POINTED OUT THAT OUR EVER™

INCREASING DEFICIT IN MERCHANDISE BALANCE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN

WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS, INCLUDING OUR LARGE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE HIGH VALUE OF THE DOLLAR IN THE

RECENT PAST —~ IN ADDITION TO VERY REAL BARRIERS TO ENTRY.

FOLLOWING THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE’'S ACTION, I

INFORMED THE SENATE LEADERSHIP THAT | wouLD OBJECT TO SENATE

FLOOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS BILL. [N TAKING THIS ACTION |

SERVED NOTICE THAT | wWoULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THE FLOOR TO

SPEAK FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD IF THE LEADERSHIP ATTEMPTED TO

BRING UP THIS BILL FOR FLOOR ACTION, THAT IS, FILIBUSTER

AGAINST THE BILL. UPON TAKING THIS POSITION | WAS PLEASED TO

LEARN FROM SENATOR BiLL BRADLEY oF NEw JERSEY AND SENATOR GARY

HART oF COLORADO THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO JOIN ME IN THIS

EFFORT. ACCORDINGLY, THE SENATE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT MADE A




SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE THE BILL, S. 1404, FOR FLOOR

CONSIDERATION-.

SINCE THEN, OF COURSE, THE EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE U. S.

DOLLAR HAS FALLEN AND THERE HAS BEEN A DEGREE OF MOVEMENT ON

JAPAN'S PART TO LOWER SOME OF ITS TRADE BARRIERS.

INTERVENTION IN THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE MARKET TO BRING DOWN

RATES RELATIVE TO THE DOLLAR HAS HELPED TO TEMPER

PROTECTIONIST SENTIMENT ON CAPITOL HILL. WHILE THERE IS NO

IMMEDIATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND THE TRADE

IMBALANCES, THESE RATES HAVE A POWERFUL EFFECT ON THESE

BALANCES OVER TIME. | THINK THERE IS A BETTER CLIMATE NOW IN

WHICH TO EVALUATE THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF TRADE BARRIERS AND,

INDEED, OF THE FEDERAL DEFICIT AS THEY HAVE INFLUENCED TRADE

IMBALANCES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE APPEARS UNLIKELY TO FOLLOW

THE LEAD OF THE HOUSE IN PASSING A MAJOR TRADE BILL IN THE

99TH CONGRESS, | DO EXPECT TRADE TO BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE

100TH CONGRESS DURING THE NEXT TWO YEARS-.




[T Is WELL FOR US TO CONSIDER OUR INTERNATIONAL TRADE

POLICIES WITHIN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE —~ TO CONSIDER THEIR

BEARING ON EVENTS A HALF-CENTURY AGO IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE

WAR IN THE PACIFIC. THE RECENT STATUE OF LIBERTY REDEDICATION

IN NEW YORK SUGGESTS AN EVEN LARGER PERSPECTIVE. AMERICAN

TRADE POLICIES SHOULD BE FORGED WITH A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF

OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LADY WITH THE LAMP

AND JULY 4TH OBSERVANCES. (UURS IS A NATION FOUNDED NOT UPON

RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN BUT UPON A COMMON BOND OF IDEALS

CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS.

OuR NATION’'S BIRTH IS TRACED TO THE DAY THAT THIS

COMMON BOND FOUND EXPRESSION WHEN THE DECLARATION_ OF

INDEPENDENCE WAS PROCLAIMED. T[HAT DECLARATION SET FORTH A

REVOLUTIONARY PREMISE WHICH HAS TAKEN HOLD AS A CREDO FOR

DEMOCRACIES EVERYWHERE: “WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-

EVIDENT: THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED

BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS; THAT AMONG

THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. THAT




TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN,

DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE

GOVERNED..."

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S INSPIRED EXPANSION ON THE IDEAS OF

JOHN LOCKE HAS BEEN THE BASIC TENET OF DEMOCRATIC FAITH FOR

THE PAST TWO CENTURIES. THIS MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL STATEMENT

PROVIDED THE IDEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FASHIONING OUR WRITTEN

NATIONAL CHARTER ELEVEN YEARS AFTER 1/76. NEXT YEAR WE

OBSERVE THE BICENTENNIAL OF THAT CONSTITUTION, A TIME FOR

REFLECTION ON OUR POLITICAL VALUES AND, | SUBMIT, A TIME FOR

REDEDICATION TO OUR POLITICAL IDEALS. WE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS REAFFIRMATION.

IT wouLD BE ABSURD TO SALUTE OUR CONSTITUTION WITH

HISTORICAL PRECISION, THAT IS, TO CONSIDER THE 1/8/ DOCUMENT

WITHOUT REGARD TO ITS FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS -~ THE “BiLL OF

RIGHTS” =-- AND, INDEED, ALL SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS. TOGETHER

THEY FORM AN INIMITABLE WHOLE. UPON THIS TOTAL BLUE~-PRINT OUR

NATION HAS BEEN STRUCTURED. WHERE WE HAVE PARTED FROM THE
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DESIGN, OUR CONSTRUCTION HAS FALLEN SHORT; THE NECESSITY FOR
THE 14TH AMENDMENT IS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT.
BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE WAR-TIME INTERNMENT ofF 120,000
AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND THEIR ALIEN PARENTS DID

VIOLENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION’S FOURTH AMENDMENT, JUST AS THE

RACIAL HYSTERIA WHICH FORMED THE CLIMATE FOR THIS INJUSTICE,

VIOLATED THE JEFFERSONIAN PREMISE. THE FACT THAT THE HIGHEST

COURT IN OUR LAND VALIDATED THIS ACTION —~ IN A CASE WHERE THE

FULL FACTS WERE WITHHELD FROM THE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME

COURT BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS —~ LEAVES AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT

OF GOVERNMENT-FOSTERED INJUSTICE ON OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE. [T

CANNOT BE LEFT TO STAND UNREPUDIATED, FOR ALL MINORITIES WOULD

OTHERWISE REMAIN HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE.

IDEALISM IS ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE COIN OUR FOUNDING

FATHERS MINTED; REALISM IS THE OTHER. [HEIR PREDECESSORS IN

THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SOUGHT TO INCULCATE VIRTUE IN

A SMALL CLASS WHO COULD THEN BE ENTRUSTED TO GOVERN. BuT

ADAMS, MADISON, AND JEFFERSON REGARDED POLITICS NOT AS AN ART
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FORM TO BE PRACTICED BY THE FAVORED FEW BUT RATHER AS A

SCIENCE SUBJECT TO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES OF CONTENDING

INTERESTS. [HEIR GOVERNMENT WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IN ITS

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN. IN MADISON'S WORDS, “lF MEN WERE

ANGELS, NO GOVERNMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY.” HENCE THEY WOULD

ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS (AND NOT OF MEN) WHEREBY THE

RIGHTS OF ALL MIGHT BE SECURED. MEN NEED NOT AGREE ON THE

OBJECTIVES OF SOCIETY SO LONG AS THEY ALL RECOGNIZED A COMMON

MEANS FOR THEIR ATTAINMENT == A GOVERNMENT OF LAWS, NOT MEN,

DESIGNED WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.

IN THIS WAY AMERICA HAS ABSORBED IMMIGRANTS FROM

NATIONS AND CULTURES THE WORLD OVER WHO HAVE ASSIMILATED TO A

POLITICAL PROCESS OF MEANS, NOT ENDS. EACH ETHNIC STRAIN TO

REACH OUR SHORES SINCE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL BULWARK WAS ERECTED

HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS PROCESS. [HEY HAVE PROTECTED

THEMSELVES AND ADVANCED THEIR WELL™BEING BY ACHIEVING CHANGE

THROUGH GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND THROUGH THE
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BUILDING OF COALITIONS WITH THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, INCLUDING

OTHER MINORITIES.

IT Is INCUMBENT ON US, AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY, TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THIS PROCESS IN BRINGING THE

ISSUE OF WARTIME INTERNMENT REPARATIONS TO THE FOREFRONT OF

THE AGENDA OF THE 100TH CONGRESS NEXT YEAR. THE TIMING WOULD

BE APPROPRIATE: DURING THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, WHOSE PROTECTION WE WERE DENIED IN

WorLD WAR I1I.

WHILE [ REALIZE THAT THERE IS NO UNANIMITY OF VIEW ON

THIS ISSUE AMONG US, EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED

INTERNMENT FIRST—™HAND, | SUBMIT THAT WE CANNOT PUT THIS

SHAMEFUL CHAPTER OF OUR NATIONAL HISTORY BEHIND US WITHOUT

ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE OF REPARATIONS. SOMETIMES IN THE CASE

OF FESTERING WOUNDS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THEM IS TO PROBE THEM

== TO LANCE THE INFECTION. JUST AS THERE CAN BE NO

RECONCILIATION WITHOUT CONTRITION WITHIN A FAMILY CIRCLE, SO

TOO WITH OUR BODY POLITIC. WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THIS
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RESTITUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IN REGARD TO NATIVE AMERICANS AND

BLACKS OVER THE LAST QUARTER CENTURY. IT IS TIME TO RECOGNIZE

IT IN THE CASE OF THE INTERNED AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY

DURING WORLD WAR II. IF OUR COUNTRY IS ONE OF LAWS, IT IS

THEREBY ONE OF PRECEDENTS. [NVOLUNTARY INTERNMENT WITHOUT DUE

PROCESS OF LAW IS A PRECEDENT THAT CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND

IF WE ARE TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN WITH A COUNTRY STRONGER IN ITS

IDEALS THAN THAT WHICH WE INHERITED. [T IS FOR THIS REASON

THAT | INTEND TO RE~INTRODUCE IN THE NEXT CONGRESS THE BILL

PROVIDING FOR REDRESS TO SURVIVING INTERNEES.

IT 1S INCUMBENT UPON US AS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE

ANCESTRY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN ON THIS ISSUE TO OUR ELECTED

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES, IDEALLY WITH ONE VOICE. [ kKNOw

OF NO OTHER WAY TO HEAL THE LONGTFESTERING WOUND TO OUR BODY

POLITIC THAT THIS HISTORIC INJUSTICE REPRESENTS.

THANK YOU AGAIN, FOR YOUR INVITATION TO ADDRESS YOU.

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR




ANIZATION DURING THE PAST FOUR DECADES AND MY BEST WISHES

FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF SERVICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.
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