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WAR DEPARTMENT

SECRETARY'S OFFICE

Sec. of War Stimpson
Washington, D. C.

216 Boronda Rd. 
Salinas, Calif.
Feb. 1,1943.

Dear Sir; The members of Monterey County Pomona Grange, which is 
composed of farmers from Monterey and San Benito counties would 
like more information regarding the plan to take volunteer Jap­
anese into the U.S. army.

We have heard nothing regarding this except an article 
in our local paper and as a result of this we protest this move 
vigorously. We feel there would be no way of being certain of 
the loyalty of any Japanese under the circumstances, and as we 
are from an area where many of the Calif. Japanese were located 
we know whereof we speak.

out.
We sincerely hope that such a plan will never be carried

Respectfully,



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
FoUer

March 7, 1943

Dear Mr. Plaskett:

Your letter of February 1 to the Secretary of War has 
been referred to me for reply. I regret the delay in answering 
you, but I am sure you can understand that the War Department 
has been very busy giving careful consideration to all letters 
relative to this problem of the utilization of our loyal Japanese 
American citizens.

At the present time we are accepting loyal Japanese 
American citizens into the Army through induction. They are 
accepted, however, only after a thorough investigation as to 
their loyalty. It is true that as a result of Pearl Harbor 
justifiable distrust of the Japanese has been created, but this 
should not blind us to the fact that there are many of our own 
citizens of Japanese ancestry who are loyal to America and are 
anxious to do their part in fighting this war.

Sincerely yours,

GORDON GRAND 
First Lieutenant, QMC 
Assistant Executive

Mr. Jessie A. Plaskett 
Monterey County Pomona Grange 
216 Boronda Road
Salinas, California
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