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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING

OF THE

Hawaiian Historical Society
HELD JULY 13, 1905.

A special meeting of the Hawaiian Historical Society was held
at the Society's room in the Library building, at 8 p. m. July 13,
1905, the President, Prof. W, D. Alexander, being in the chair.

The Recording Secretary, Hon. W. F. Frear, being absent, the
Corresponding Secretary, Mr. W. A. Bryan, was requested by
a vote of the Society to act in his place.

Messrs. Walter Clark and Robert Lydecker were elected as
active members of the Society on recommendation of the Board
of Managers.

A brief verbal report was made by Mr. W. A. Bryan on the
progress being made by the Committee on Ancient Landmarks.

The first paper of the evening, entitled, "The Reversal of the
Hawaiian Flag," written by Mr. Howard M. Ballou of Boston,,
was read by his brother, Mr. Sidney M. Ballou of Honolulu..
This paper, dealing with the various changes that have been
made in the Hawaiian flag, is based on early published descrip-
tions of the ancient ensign of the Territory of Hawaii.

The second paper by Prof. W. D. Alexander, on "Economic-
and Political Changes in British Polynesia," being a lengthy one,
only the part relating to Tonga was read. The third paper, en-
titled, "A Kona Storm," written by the Hon. G. D. Gilman of
Boston, was read by Dr. N. B. Emerson of Honolulu.

On motion of Dr. Emerson the Society voted a request that
the aforesaid papers be published in full among the papers of
the Society. After a brief general discussion, the meeting ad-
journed. W. A. BRYAN,

Acting Secretary.





The Reversal of the Hawaiian Flag*
By Mr. Howard M. Ballou.

The conventional arrangement of the three colors comprising
the eight stripes of the, Hawaiian flag would lead one to expect
the familiar order, red, white, blue, red, white, blue, red and
white, whereas it is found exactly reversed, starting with the
white and followed in order by red, blue, white, red, blue, white,
and red.

Thrum, in his article on the Hawaiian Flag, Thrum's Annual,
1880, page 25, says: "Captain Hunt, who was here in the Basilisk
in 1845, is said to have changed the relative position of the colors
of the stripes by placing the white on top instead of at the bot-
tom, though there is a possibility of this being the time of add-
ing the eighth stripe, Jarves and Byron mentioning only seven."

A few years later (1886, page 37), he quotes from the Poly-
nesian of May 31, 1845 : "At the opening of the legislative coun-
cil, May 25, 1845, the new national banner was unfurled, differ-
ing little, however, from the former.

It is octo. parted per. fess. first, fourth and seventh argent:
second, fifth and eighth gules: third and sixth azure for the
eight islands under one sovereign, indicated by crosses saltire, of
St. Andrew and St. Patrick quarterly per saltire counter charged,
argent and gules."

This is an heraldic description of the flag as now known.
An incident related to the writer by Mr. Gorham D. Gilman,

for many years Hawaiian Consul-General to the United States,
throws new light on the question, and dates the change two years
earlier, in 1843, at the time of the restoration of the sovereignty
of the islands by England. Mr. Gilman, is now, at the age of
eighty-two, one of the few surviving witnesses of the events of
that time.

When Lord George Paulet secured the cession of the islands
to England in February, 1843, he ordered all Hawaiian flags to
be destroyed, and his command was strictly obeyed. Shortly
afterwards, in July, 1843, Commodore Kearney, in the U. S.



frigate Constellation, anchored off Honolulu. In order to give
public expression of his decided disapproval of the existing state
of affairs, he invited the young princes, afterwards Kamehameha
IV and Kamehameha V, with their suites, to visit his flagship.
Desirous of paying them royal honors, he requested that an Ha-
waiian flag be sent on board, but so thoroughly had Lord
George's orders been carried out that none could be found. He
accordingly was obliged to have one made by his sailmaker,
which, hoisted at his fore, was saluted by a royal salute of 21
guns as his guests arrived, much to the joy of the Americans and
the chagrin of the English.

At the time of the restoration of the sovereignty by Rear Ad-
miral Thomas, Mr. Gilman was told by John li—a man closely
associated with the king and chiefs in their councils—that it had
been decided to reverse the order of the stripes in the flag, putting
the color formerly at the top at the bottom, thus emblematiz-
ing the recent overturn of government. Mr. Gilman even re-
calls the exact words used by John l i :

"Ua hala ka wa o Lo Keoki a ua hiki mai ka wa hou a 110-
laila e hookahuli no makou i ka hae o Hawaii. Ka mea maluna
mamua e hoiia malalo loa."

"The time of Lord George has passed, the new times have
come in, and therefore we intend to reverse the flag of Hawaii.
What was formerly the upper stripe will be placed at the bot-
tom."

A systematic search through all of the literature likely to con-
tain mention of the Hawaiian flag, has brought to light a dozen
descriptions most of them not noted by previous investigators. No
two of these accounts exactly agree, and but two of them—Gol-
ovnin's and Jarves'—lend any authority to the theory of reversal
just outlined.

The descriptions follow:
Campbell, Archibald, Jan. 29, 1809:
"The king's residence * * * was distinguished by the Brit-

ish colours and a battery of sixteen carriage-guns."
Campbell, Archibald. A Voyage Round the World, [etc.]
1st Eng. Ed. 1816, p. T29.



2nd Am. Ed. 1819, p. 89.
Kotzebue, Nov. 27, 1816:
"In the harbour was a fort from which Tamaahmaah's flag was

displayed."
Vol. I, p. 321.
"The English government has engaged to respect his flag

everywhere."—Ibid. p. 324.
Kotzebue, O.:
"A voyage of discovery * * in the ship Rurick.
Eng. trans., London, 1831.
Choris, Nov., 1816:
Plate "Port d'hanarourou."
[Flag on fort flying union down. Nine stripes, red, white,

blue, white, red, white, blue, white, red.]
Plate. "Vue du port hanarourou."
[Similar flag, without jack, on fort.]
Choris L. Voyage pittoresque autour du monde. Paris, 1820.
Golovnin, Oct., 1818.
[Translation] "The flag is made up of seven stripes, red,

white, blue, red, white, blue, and red, signifying seven islands,
and in the corner an English jack."

P. 174 footnote:
"Tameamea always floated a British flag, which he had received

from Vancouver, but he did not know the meaning of it in a
European sense. When in the last war between the Americans
and British, an American sailor jokingly told him that the Amer-
icans had the right to seize his islands because he raised the flag
of a country with whom they were at war, then when Tameamea
heard him out and well understood the real meaning of a flag,
he said to the American that he should not consider him to be
a fool, because he had many flags from different European na-
tions, and if the English flag were not good he would raise an-
other one. But after this incident he soon wished to have his
own flag, which an Englishman invented for him, and it is made,
as I have said before, of seven Stripes and in a corner the Eng-
lish jack, as a sign of friendship to the first European nation
with whom he had made acquaintance.


