
14 June 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERT H . MILLS:

Subject: Induction of American citizens of Japanese 
ancestry to participate in the Army Special­
ized Training Program.

1. Mr. McCloy has asked me to take up with you in further 
detail the question of training under the Army Specialized Train- 
ing Programs a limited a limited number of American citizens of Japanese

ancestry new in attendance at dental schools, in an attempt to 
a personnel shortage in certain types of technical fields of den-

tistry, a matter which I understood you  and he discussed the 
other day over the telephone.

2. Present War Department policy with respect to induction 
of American citizens of Japanese ancestry into the Army for train­
ing under the Army Specialized Training Program is to the effect 
that such induction is permissible provided opportunity exists 
for their utilization in the Army upon completion of such training.

3. At the present time the induction of American citizens 
ef Japanese ancestry into the Army is limited to those scheduled 
to serve as members of the recently established Japanese-American 
Combat Team now in training at Camp Shelby.  As you can easily 
understand, the need for medical and dental personnel to serve 
with the Combat Team is necessarily limited, and has, in fact, al- 
ready been taken care of.

4. However, there is  no reason why loyal American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry should not be utilized in other capacities, 
particularly to remedy a manpower deficiency in the dental field.
In fact there is every reason why they should be utilized, since 
under the conditions presently existing throughout the country 
many of them would have a difficult time in setting themselves up 
in private practice.

i. X knew of at least a desea youa< Jnerloaas ef Japanese 
ancestry hern la this country, new eeapletlac their atteadaaee at 
dental schools, who are belac ezsluded frea Any Specialised



Training Program now being established at such schools, merely 
because ef their ancestry.

6. If you will let me know the number of men you could 
use and the type of work you would use them for after completion 
of their training, I will try and have the necessary arrangements 
made. I enclose some correspondence on the matter which you 
may find i00nteresting

(SIGNED) JOHN M. HALL

JOHN M. HALL 
Captain, F.A.

Assistant Executlve
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June 1, 1943

Dear Dean Burcell:

I have your letter of May 29, concerning your three 
Japanese-American dental students who wish to be included 
in the Army Specialized Training Program. I regret to state 
that at the present time plans for the admission of Japanese- 
Americans into the Army do not extend beyond the recently 
established Combat Team. The need of dental personnel for the 
Combat Team is necessarily limited, and in fact has already been 
taken care of. The War Department feels, therefore, that it 
would be unwise to induet Japanese-American dental students 
for training in the Army Specialised Training Program when 
no plans exist for their use in the Army after completion 
of their training.
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This rule may seem to work a hardship on a substantial 
number of loyal Japanese-Americans, but until broader plans  
are developed there appears to be no other alternative.

'Sincerely' Sincerely.

JOHN M. HALL 
Captain, F.A,

Assistant Executive

Mr. T. E. Purcell, Dean 
Saint Louis University 
Sanit Louis, Missouri
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