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ASIA

MELBOURNE, Australia
(AP) — Australia’s republi-
cans launched their official
campaign Sunday for the coun-
try to drop Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II as head of state,
warning that if voters don't do
it now they won’t get another
chance for decades.

In a referendum scheduled
for Nov. 6, some |1 million
voters will decide whether they
want the constitution changed
to make Australia a republic

with its own elected head of
state. Australia, along with other
Commonwealth countriés such
as Canada and Papua New
Guinea, still recognizes Eliza-
beth II as the head of state.

Launching the “yes” cam-
paign Sunday, Australian Re-
publican Movement chairman
Malcolm Turnbull said impetus
for changing the constitution
would be lost if the November
referendum isn’t passed.

“This referendum is the best

chance in our lifetimes to have
an Australian republic,”
Turnbull said. “If it fails, the
next republican proposal will
take many years, maybe de-
cades, to be formulated.”

Attorney-general Daryl Wil-
liams said the constitutional
changes would not alter
Australia’s system of govern-
ment.

“We will continue to have.a
stable democracy under (the
republican) model,” Williams

Australia mulls Republic status

said.

But leading monarchists
said changing Australia’s
head of state would create
confusion overseas.

“I don't really think we
should be mucking about with
our constitution at a time of
very great instability in our
own region and around the
world,” Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer said Sun-
day at a separate, pro-monar-
chy function.

Alexander Downer

Graduates of Nankai Un/verS/ty attend the grand meet/ng marking the school’s 80th anniversary. The
unversity has cultivated many high profile alumnus in all fields during the past 80 years. AP
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BELJING {(AP) — A veteran
Chinese dissident who was re-
leased earlier this year after serv-
ing nearly 10 years in prison has
been taken away by police in
Beijing, a rights group said Sun-
day. '

Sun Weibang was visiting the
wife of imprisoned activist Xu
Wenli on Friday when police
took him into custody, accord-
ing to the Hong Kong-based In-
formation Center of Human
Rights and Democratic Move-
ment in China.

Sun’s whereabouts were un-
known and his family members
feared he would be sent back to
prison, the Information Center

olice detain dissident

said.

Sun was released early from a

12-year sentence at Weifang
‘prison ineastern Shandong prov-
ince on Feb. 5. At that time he
said in an interview he had com-
mitted no crime and played no
part in pro-democracy protests in
1989 that landed him in prison.

His release took place just be-
fore China and the ‘European
Union held talks in Germany on
human rights.

Sun ran a small restavrant in
Qingdao, in Shandong province,
and provided free food toprotest-
ing students in 1989. He was sen-
tenced for counterrevolutionary -
oranti-government - "propaganda

and incitement.”

Sun also spent one year and
two:monthis in jail in the early
1980s for participating in the
Democracy Wall movement,
which got its name from a wall
in Beijing where democracy ac-
tivists put up posters calling for
change :

Xu, in whose home Sun was
detained, edited an underground
journal in the Democracy Wail
period. He served 12 years in
prison. After he was released
and his parole ended, he played
aleading role in trying to set up
the China Democracy Party. He
was arrested and sentenced in
December to 13 years in prison.

China says its weapons and
nuclear plants ready for Y2K

BEIJING (AP)— Computers at
China’s weapons and nuclear
plants have been checked for the
millennium bug and will be bug-
free on New Year's Day, an offi-
cial newspaper reported Sunday.

“*We can ensure all facilities in
the country’s defense sector will
be safeand reliableonJan. 1,2000,”
the State Commission of Science,
Technology and Industry for Na-
tional Defense said in a report,
according to the Business Weekly.
A dozen groups have been con-

ducting spot checks on defense
equipment and production lines
since August, the report said.

The Ministry of Information
Industry ordered all government
and industrial sectors that might
be unable to remove millennium,
or Y2K, bugs from their com-
puter systems to propose emer-
gency measures.

Such measures recently were
tested by Chinese airlines. Many
senior airline executives will fly
at year’s end to prove the planes

are safe, Business Weekly said.
In Washington last week,
Lawrence Gershwin, the CIA’s

national intelligence officer for

science and technology, said
Chinaisoneof the countries likely
to suffer the greatest Y2K-related
disruptions.

The Y2K problem is caused by
computers that were programmed
toread only the last two digits of a
year. That will cause them to read
the year 2000 as 19(X). in some
cases fouling up basic operations.

Hong Kong’s legal

system faces test

HONG KONG (AP) — Two
proud cornerstones of Britain’s
legacy here -free speech and the
rule of law - are the focus of
landmark legal fights that could
clarify how muchautonomy Hong
Kong retains as part of China.
This week, the Court of Final
Appeal will consider separate
cases that pose delicate questions:
Can people here burn the Chinese
flag to express political views,
and must Hong Kong’s top court

abide by Beijing's interpretation

of the territory’s law?

“If we’re going to make one
country, two systems, this is
crunch time,” said Pam Baker, an
attorney for 17 mainland Chinese
immigrants fighting to stay in
Hong Kong in one of the cases.

“One country, two systems” is
the buzzword for the political sys-
tem put in place when China re-
sumed sovereignty of Hong Kong
onlJuly 1, 1997. The former Brit-
ish colony became a Chinese
“Special Administrative Region”
that is mostly self-governed un-
der a Western-style legal system.

“When these cases are heard
before the court, issues of state
power versus the jurisdiction of
the court will be seriously chal-
lenged,” agreed Law Yuk-kai,
director of the Hong Kong Hu-
man Rights Monitor. “It’s quite
crucial for the rule of law in Hong
Kong. and crucial for freedom of
expression.”

The five justices will first take
up flag buming, an issue that
sharply dividedthe U:S. Supreme
Court when it ruled in 1989 that
people may torch the Stars and
Stripes as a form of protected
expression.

Hong Kong's high court is
scheduled to hear arguments be-
ginning Wednesday in the case of
two regulars at pro-democracy
rallies who were convicted for
marching with torn Chinese flags
emblazoned with the word
“shame.”

Ng Kung-siu and Lee King-
yung fought back against the flag-
burning law that took effect after
the handover and carries penal-
ties of up to three years in prison.
The Court of Appeal threw out
their convictions, saying the law
violated their free speech rights -
an opinion that can't sit wel] with
a Beijing leadership that tolerates
zero dissent.

Hong Kong is the only part of
China where citizens can freely
express themselves, but the
territory’s government hopes to
persuade the court that flag burn-
ing is a reasonable place to draw
the line.

Hong Kong leaders want

Beijing to weigh in, and are ask-
ing the Court of Final Appeal to
seek an opinion from China be-
fore itrules,according to a source
familiar with the case. The source
agreed to speak with The Associ-
ated Press only if granted ano-
nymity.

Lawyers for the flag burners
and a spokeswoman for the Jus-
tice Department declined com-
ment, saying it would be improper
before arguments are made in
open court,

At the Human Rights Monitor,
Law worries that if the gdvern-
ment loses, it might go to Beijing
and ask the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress
to tell the Hong Kong justices
they erred.

That is what happened earlier
this year in a controversial immi-
gration case - and Beijing re-
sponded by telling the Court of
Final Appeal ithad gotten the law
wrong.

Critics say if the court bows to
Beijing’sinterpretation of the law
in a new immigration case it will
start hearing Oct. 25, it will effec-
tively become the “*Court of Semi-
final Appeal.”

Hong Kong Justice Secretary
Elsie Leung has said Beijing's
intervention was constitutional,
and although the government
hopes no repeats are necessary. it
has not ruled them out.

In the pending case of 17 main-
land Chinese who want to stay in
Hong Kong, the impact of China’s
involvement in the earlier case
shouid become clearer.

The government will tell the
Justices they must abide by
Beijing’s ruling in all immigra-
tion decisions. But lawyers for
the mainlanders say Beijing’s in-
tervention was improper under
Hong Kong's mini-constitution,
known as the Basic Law.

Philip Dykes, vice chairman of
the Hong Kong Bar Association,
said the justices find themselves
in & highly delicate position. bal-
ancing their own ruling against
Beijing's.

XN

g 8y 1

o e EDA TR AL P s

r":"‘

TUESDAY OCTOBER 19 1999 MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS 15

JAKARTA Indonesia (AP) —
Embattled President B.J. Habibie
made a final election pitch on
Sunday, begging highly critical
lawmakers to forglve his failures
before they vote for a head of
state this week.

The 700 members of the
People’s Consultative Assembly
are todecide Wednesday who will
be Indonesia’s leader for the next
five years.

Standing at an ornate wooden
rostrum, Habibie insisted that
many of Indonesia’s massive
problems were the legacy of past
dictatorial leaders and not his fault.
Nevertheless, he admitted he had
made mistakes in office.

Legislators, who earlier had
vigorously attacked his record,
applauded warmly as hlS voice
quavered

““In all humility, I implore you
to open your hearts and forgive
the weaknesses I have shown
while trying to carry out my task,”
he said in the address, broadcast
live on national television.

Habibie is one of three candi-
dates for the presidency. He said
whoever wins Wednesday’s bal-
lot must continue to push for
democratic reforms.

Appointed, notelected, Habibie
took over 16 months ago when his
authoritarian predecessor and
mentor, President Suharto, was
forced to quit after 32 years of
iron-fisted rule.

Habibie introduced basic demo-
cratic changes, but his popularity
has sunk because of his close ties
to Suharto and his inability to end
human rights abuses and corrup-
tion. He also been criticized for
the East Timor crisis, a banking
corruption scandal linked to his
inner circle and Indonesia’s huge
economic problems.

On Thursday, he made a re-
quired “‘accountability” speech
that outlined the achievements of
his administration. His speech
Sunday replied to criticisms of
the first address.

After he spoke Sunday, about
500 supporters of his main rival,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, demon-
strated in downtown Jakarta, de-
manding she be made president.
About 200 police inriot gear stood

ing an investigation into the old
leader had been stopped because
of lack of evidence.

In Wednesday’s election,
Habibie will stand against
Megawati, the daughter of
Sukarno, the country’s first presi-
dent; and Abdurrahman Wahid,
the founder of the Muslim-ori-

Habibie asks forgiveness

ented National Awakening Party
and the leader of Indonesia’s larg-
est Islamic organization.
Habibie’s nomination is not
even assured. His ruling Golkar
party could withdraw his nomina-
tion in the next few days if the
legislatorsreject the content of his
“accountability” speech.
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Indonesian President B.J. Habibie (2nd from left) gets congratulated by
Amien Rais, Chairman of the People’s Consultative Assembly, shortly
after Habibie delivered his speech to rebut questions from major
Parliament factions regarding his Government on Sunday in Jakarta.

Habibie is seeking reelection in next week’s presidential elections. AP

by but did not intervene.

“Megawati for president or a
revolution!” they shouted.

“Now, I have nofood, but when
Megawati becomes president I
will eat,” said Raul, a homeless
boy. Others said Megawati un-
derstands the poor and only she
would be able to lower the price
of food and raise people’s in-
comes.

Later, police blocked about 500
Habibie supporters from staging
a street march. The largely Is-
lamic group of supporters said
they were opposed to a woman
becoming leader. It was unclear
why they blocked one march but

_allowed the other to proceed.

Overall, though, the capital was
quiet, in stark contrast to violent
anti-Habibie protests last week in
which dozens were injured and
arrested.

In his speech, Habibie read a
detailed, statistics-filled two-hour
defense of his turbulent tenure.

Wearing a suit and a traditional

A‘supporfer of Mega wati Sukarnoputr/ 'S /ndonesran Democratic Party for Struggle (PDI-P) shouts “long live

Mega" as he marches in a downtown Jakarta street, Sunday.

black “peci” cap, he stood by his
decision to hold an independence
referendum in East Timor. The
ballot triggered a bloody back-
lash by anti-independence forces
in the territory and forced the de-
ployment of international peace-
keepers.

Habibie said the international
community had insisted the vote
be held and he accused the U.N.
body that supervised the ballot
of pro-independence bias. Nev-
ertheless, he urged the assem-
bly to accept the wishes of East
Timor's people, who over-
whelming voted to break away
from Indonesia.

“No matter how bitter we feel

.. we must accept and honor the
result of the ballot,” he said. The
assembly is to vote within the
next few days on whether to ratify
the outcome of East Timor’s ref-
erendum.

Habibie also fended off criti-
cism of his handling of corruption
allegations against Suharto. say-

AP
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Japan election

ends in upset

TOKYO (AP) — An opposition
candidate beat a ruling party can-
didate Sunday in a special parlia-
mentary election that was consid-
ered a gauge of support for the
new coalition government.
Democrat Yuichiro Hata beat
Kenichiro Fukasawa, of the rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party, for
a seat in the upper house from
Nagano Prefecture, 110 miles
northwest of Tokyo. The seat was
vacated by the death of Maki
Murasawa, of the Social Demo-

crats, another opposition party.

Hata, son of former Prime Min-
ister Tsutomu Hata, said his win
was a sign that some Japanese are
concerned about the Liberal
Democratic Party amassing too
much power.

Although Prime MinisterKeizo
Obuchi remains popular, his de-
cision earlier this month to in-
clude the New Komeito Party in
his coalition has some Japanese
worried because of its links with
a powerful Buddhist group.

With the support of the
Komeito, the Liberal Democrats
control the majority in both houses
of Parliament. The Liberal Party
is also part of the coalition.

Candidates from the Japan'
Communist Party and the Social
Democratic Party came in third
and fourth.

Voter turnout among the 1.7
million eligible voters was 50
percent, down from 65 percent
for the upper house elections in
July last year.

HONG KONG (AP) — Dig-
nitaries honored war heroes and
firefighters battled dozens of
hill fires Sunday during the
Chung Yeung Festival, when
Chinese clean graves and burn
paper offerings for their ances-
ters.

Hong Kong and mainland Chi-
nese officials attended a solemn

HK remembers war dead

ceremony at a downtown war
monument. Meanwhile, tens of
thousands of people filed into
cemeteries and temples, some
carrying fresh flowers, roasted
piglets and bags of paper money
as offerings for the dead.

It is believed that the dead re-

ceive and use the burned paper °

offerings in their afterlife. Fire

officials received 34 reports of
hill fires on the dry and breezy
fall holiday.

The China-Hong Kong bor-
der was jammed with people
returning to their ancestral vil-
lages for the occasion. Nearly
300,000 people left Hong
Kong on Saturday and Sun-
day.

47 hurt as plane hits turbulence

HONG KONG (AP) — A
China Southern Airlines jet ran
into strong turbulence and
plunged 2,000 feet shortly be-
fore it landed in Hong Kong on
Sunday. Forty-seven passengers
were injured, seven of them se-
riously.

Eight people remained hospi-
talized late Sunday. The seven
who were seriously hurt in-
cluded one American and one
Japanese, said Dr. N. K. Leung,
chief executive of the govern-
ment-run Princess Margaret
Hospital.

The plane fell from 21,000
feet to 19,000 feet in about five
to 10 seconds, said Wang
Guixiang, president and direc-
tor of China’s National Civil
Aviation Corporation.

Some of the passengers were
not wearing seat belts, and air-

An injured passenger is rushed to a Hong Kong hospital after a China Southern Airlines jet hit air turbulence
shortly before it landed at Hong Kong's Chek Lap Kok airport Sunday, injuring 47 people, seven of them

seriously.

port officials said there had been
no prior announcement to put
them on before the jolt.

Steve Au-yeung,aHongKong
tour guide, said there was no
warning from the crew before
the plane suddenly plunged.
Then there was an announce-
ment by a crew member asking
if there were any doctors aboard,
he recalled.

“I saw about 10 people in front
of me who flew off their seats and
hit the roof of the cabin,” he said.

Ambulances rushed the in-
jured to three hospitals after the
Boeing 757, with 160 passen-
gers aboard, arrived at Chek Lap
Kok airport from the southern
Chinese city of Kunming, au-
thorities said. About 10 people
had to be carried off the plane
on stretchers.

Rescue efforts were delayed

because the pilot failed to inform
air traffic controllers of the inci-
dent, said Alex Au, Hong Kong’s
acting director of civil aviation.
And even after he landed the
plane, the pilot informed only his
company, which later relayed the
message to airport authorities, Au
said.

Medical teams who arrived at
the scene were surprised to find
that dozens were injured after
the pilot, whose name was not
disclosed, had said only six were
hurt, said airport fire officer Lau
Chi-ho.

Southern Airlines officials
were not immediately available
for comment.

In August. three people were
killed when an MD-11 jet be-
longing to Taiwan’s China Air-
lines crashed while landing in a
storm at the airport.

AP

V/smng former U.S. Pres:dent George Bush (leit) shares a laugh with
Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi when Bush paid a courtesy call
at the prime minister's OffICIa/ residence in Tokyo Saturday. Bushison

a private visit to Japan.

AP

Thais endure rite
of self-purification

PHUKET, Thailand (AP) —
decade ago, the spirit mediums at
Thailand’s annual Vegetarian
Festival made people squeamish
by piercing their faces w1th bar-
becue skewers.

Now they use TV antennas.

Hundreds of Thai ascetics were
impaled through the face with ev-
erything from monkey. wrenches
to tree branches in a nearly [50-
year-oldritual of self-purification
during the nine days of Taoist
Lent that ended Sunday.

But the festival, named for the
factthatcelebrants donoteatmeat
for nine days, is worrying tradi-
tionalists who feel it is becoming
more bizarre and less spiritual as
modern technology takes hold.

The practitioners, empowered
by their enduring faith in ancient
Chinese emperor gods, seem im-
mune to pain.

Daloun Apibounsuwan. who
survived being hitby atruck when
he was 14 years old, has pierced
himself every year since in a ges-
ture of thanks to the divinities.

1 believe I've died already.”
said Daloun, 36, as he nursed gap-
ing wounds left by a thick metal
rod and a bunch of plastic flowers
extracted from his cheeks. “But
the gods extended my life.”

Working at tables strewn with
bloodied surgical gloves and
bottles of antiseptic fluid, temple
officials pried holes in the "mah
song."” orspirit mediums, as those
who are pierced are called.

At the festival’s largest gather-
ing, 600 devotees gathered to be
pierced without anesthetic at the
Jui Tuishrine, one of eightiemples
that stage such parades in Phuket
town.

The mah song worked them-

selves into deep trances to keep
pain at bay, then joined a three-
hour procession through streets
lined with kneeling crowds of
people who believe the mediums
can cast away evil spirits.

Not everyone was taken with
the ceremony.

“First of all, it woke me up,”
said Steve Lethaby, 30, a tourist
from London. “Thenitturned my
stomach.”

Other visitors marveled at the
spectacular religious devotion of
the mah song, whose numbers
are increasing annually. In addi-
tionto piercing theirbodies, devo-
tees walk on hot coals.and climb
ladders with knife-blade rungs.

Hospitals reported few casual-
ties. Yet many worry that the
festival, which has become more
commercialized by tourism over
the past decade. is getting out of
hand - putting at risk not just the
health of mah song, but bystand-
ers as well.

This year, all body-piercers had
to undergo AIDS tests. Temples
also tried to prevent people from
usingthe festival to promote their
businesses - like a boat tour op-
erator three years ago who pa-
raded with a swordfish pierced
through his mouth.

“It is not beautiful anymore.
It’s torture,” Narong Hongyok,
the former president of Jui Tui
shrine, told the Phuket Gazette
newspaper. “The festival has been
exploited and commercialized. It
is sad to see that many of us just
do not follow the teachings any-
more.

Therites draw on the teachings
of Taoism, Confucianism and
Buddhism, the predominant reli-
gion in Thailand.

Yoy
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US mulls Puerto Rico bomb range

VIEQUES, Puerto Rico (AP)
— Lightning flashes overhead and
a hard rain falls as salsa singer
Willie Colon joins protesters
camping amid the craters on the
U.S. Navy’s beachfront bombing
range.

The surreal stream of celebri-
ties, politicians, clerics, athletes
and fishermen who occupy the
bomb-pocked campsites under-
scores the political quagmire fac-
ing President Clinton: Should he
evict the protesters - as the mili-
tary demands - and risk wide-
spread civil disobedience in
Puerto Rico?

On Tuesday, the U.S. Senate’s
Armed Services Committee will
hear from Navy Secretary Rich-
ard Danzig, who wants bombing
practice to resume, and Puerto
Rico Gov. Pedro Rossello, who
adamantly opposes it.

Like few other issues before it,
the campaign to boot the Navy
from the outlying island of
Vieques has galvanized Puerto
Rican nationalism and attracted
politicians of all persuasions -
even those, like Rossello, who
want to make this Spanish-speak-
ing U.S. territory the S1st state of
the union.

And it has given Independence
Party chief Ruben Berrios, the
protest leader, a platform far
greater than the 3 percent show-
ing his cause received in last
December’s plebiscite on state-
hood.

Defying repeated warnings
from the Navy, protesters have
occupied the range since David
Sanes Rodriguez, a civilian secu-
rity guard, was killed in a bomb-
ing accident April 19.

For many, that was the last straw
in an on-again, off-again cam-
paign to getthe Navy off Vieques,
a 20-mile-long island inhabited
by 9,300 civilians. Bombing was

halted after the accident, and

Clinton is awaiting a Pentagon
report on possible alternatives
before deciding the issue.

The civilian occupation of the
range “is the ultimate expression
of a people in a desperate state,”
Colon said. So desperate, some
fear, that widespread civil dis-
obedience - even violence - could
ensue if Clintondoesn’thand over
the Navy range to Puerto Rico.

Protesters haveerected five tent
camps along the white beaches of
the range, located 10 miles from
the island’s main town, Isabel II.
Itis littered with bombs and artil-
lery shells, water-filled craters,
rusted scrap, charred tree bark -
the detritus of live-fire military
exercises since World War 11,

Skeleton crews run the camps
during the week. The numbers
swell into the hundreds on week-
ends, when families and friends
come by boat, bringing food, drink
and music.

The issue has dominated news
media and street talk for months,
and the chorus of indignation has
drowned out those concerned
about the consequences of rebel-
lion for Puerto Rico, whose 4
million people have U.S. citizen-
ship and get $11 billion annually
in federal funds.

The Navy insists Vieques is vital
to national security as the only
place where East Coast fleets can
train in simultaneous air, land and
sea operations. It has been used to
prepare for every U.S. conflict
since Vietnam.

Losing Vieques could mean los-
ing lives at war - a risk not accept-
able to the American public in this
era of precision bombing, the Navy

says. It also notes that Sanes
Rodriguez’s death was the first at
the range in more than 50 years.
Inan Gct. 13 meeting with His-
panic members of Congress,
Clinton “expressed real concern
for both the Puerto Rican per-
spective, but also the military
readiness issues,” said Maria
Echaveste,a deputy chief of staff.
“We really solicited their view-

; -

Car/os Ventura, preSIdentofthe f/sherman sassomat/on walks throu h
a U.S. Navy bomb/ng range littered with unexploded bombs shells

and charred equipment on Vieques. Ventura and other protesters are
demanding that the U.S. Navy leave the island. AP

Pedro Rossello

point, their assistance, and ac-
knowledged that some dignity
needs to be restored to the rela-
tionship with the Puerto Ricans,”
Echaveste said.

Berrios, the independence activ-
ist, said he thinks Clinton’s “‘heart
is in the right place.” But some
protesters wonder if Clinton will
risk alienating the Pentagon’s sup-
porters only weeks after his con-
troversial pardon of Puerto Rican
nationalists convicted of sedition.

Despite the ruins of the range,
Vieques’ eastern tip is hallowed
ground for many local residents
whose grandparents were bought
out by the Navy in 1941.

The Navy acquired roughly two-
thirds of Vieques - land for a muni-
tions dump on the western end and
land for the bombing range on the
eastern half. Vieques’ civilians are
sandwiched in between.

For years, they’ve complained
about shaking windows and
frightened schoolchildren, about
high cancer rates and the use of
napalm, about fisheries off limits
to their fishing fleet. Recently the
Navy admitted that it had mistak-
enly fired bullets tipped with de-
pleted uranium in violation of fed-
eral laws and that it dropped na-
palm in 1993.

Prospects for a compromise
seem slim. Puerto Rico’s leaders
have criticized a leaked proposal
to allow the Navy five years be-
fore a pullout. And the Navy, for
its part, says it cannot find an-
other Atlantic range.

™ FULL IMPLEMENTATION "OF P.L. 7-31: RETROACTIVE PAY
10 BIWEIINMENT EMPLOYEES, & P.L. 11-59 SALARY BONUS

LUIS
SALAS

CAMACHO
(Luis Mang)

House of Representative Precinct #3

San Jose, Chalan Kiya Chalan Laulau,

Sincerely,

cC:

“EEPT O=ENDPROCEED MmO <

Thank you

Precinct III;

1 PLEDGE T0 YOU THAT | SHALL WORK ;':TIIWAIIII

S5 ]
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
Special Assistant For Administration
Office of the Governor

October 9, 1997

; Honorable Froilan C. Tenorio

N Govemnor

. Commonwealth of the Northem Mananas Islands
Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Governor Tenorio:

Salary Adjustment - Retroactive Pay

i)

VICENTE T. ATTAO

Director of Personnel! - Luis Salas Camacho
Senate President
House Speaker

Caller Box 10007
Saipan, MP 96950
Telephone (670) 664-2200/1/2
Fax: (670) 664-2210

This is to respectfully solicit your approval of the request made by House Joint Resolution No. 10-43, on the

above reference subject. The Joint Resolution is requesting settlement of wage payments for those affected by
Public Law 7-31. I would like to inform you, that in compliance to the law, payment of wages have begun
prior to the resolution. Some of those affected have already been paid, while others are forthcoming. Although
I understand that the process is gradual, [ am confident that with your continued support and approval, this
matter will soon be settled.
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Sen. Joe Biden (left) talks to reporters durin
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g a press conference on Capitol Hili in Washington Wednesday

during a debate on the nuclear test ban treaty in the Senate. From center left, Democratic Sens. Carl Levin,

John Kerry, and Byron Dorgan.

AP

McCain challenges Gore
to debate nuclear treaty

WASHINGTON, (Reuters)
- Republican presidential
hopeful John McCain chal-
lenged Vice President Al Gore
on Sunday to a debate over the
merits of the nuclear test ban
treaty rejected last week by
the Senate.

Appearing on NBC’s “"Meet
the Press,” McCain accused
President Bill Clinton and
Gore of politicizing the treaty
issue. The Arizona senator
criticised Gore for running a
television ad denouncing Sen-
ate Republicans for their re-
jection of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty.

“I'dlike to save the vice presi-
dent some money,”McCain said.
“I"d like to come on this show or
anywhere else next Sunday and
debate the vice president ... on
the merits of this treaty and why
it should not be ratified at this
time.”

Gore is seeking the 2000
Democratic presidential nomi-

John McCain

nation. His campaign represen-
tatives could not immediately
be reached for comment.

With strong opposition from
the Republicans, who control
the Senate, the test ban treaty
fell well short of winning the
two-thirds majority needed for
ratification.

Republican critics of the
treaty contended it would limit
the United States’ ability to
maintain its nuclear arsenal and

Al Gore

that it would be hard to ensure
compliance by other countries.
Ratifying the treaty had been
a key foreign policy goal of
Clinton. His administration ar-
gued that a rejection -would
undercut efforts to work to-
ward nuclear controls.
McCain was among the
overwhelming majority of Re-
publican senators to vote
against the treaty, although he
had argued for delaying a vote.

Democrats could Wln
Senate— Republican

WASHINGTON, (Reuters) -
While conceding Democrats
“have a chance” to win control of
the Senate next year, Republican
Sen. Mitch McConnell said on
Sunday his party’s 10-seat ad-
vantage would be hard to over-
come.

McConnell, chairman of the
Republican Senatorial Campaign
Committee, acknowledged in an
interview on NBC’s “Meet the
Press”that a number of Republi-
can senators face difficult reelec-
tion bids next year.

*“I would agree ... they have a
chance,” the Kentucky Republi-
cansaid of the Democratic Party’s
prospects for winning back con-
trol of the Senate from Republi-
cans who captured it in 1994.

“Their problem is, we’re going
to win the states of Nevada, Vir-
ginia and New York,”McConnell
said. .

Republican victories in those
states would squash the chances
of aDemocratic takeover because
the Republican Party starts out 10
seats ahead in the contest for con-
trol of the Senate, he said.

But not  surprisingly,
McConnell’s Democratic coun-
terpart, Sen. Robert Torricelli,
predicted that if the November
2000 election were held today,
Democrats would win *“48 to 51

Mitch McConnell

seats.”

Torricelli, chairman of the
Democrat Senatorial Campaign
Committee, said he expected his
party to pick up seats in Florida,
Rhode Island, Michigan, Wash-
ington, Missouri and Pennsylva-
nia. But to capture control of the
Senate, the party also must hold
on to vulnerable seats in Virginia,
New York and New Jersey, he
said.

In one of those races, Torricelli
predicted first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton would run suc-
cessfully for the seat being va-
cated by New York Democratic
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani is expected to be the Re-

- publican candidate in that con-

test.

Republican presidential hopeful Steve Forbes addresses the National
Federation of Republican Women convention in Seattle Sunday.
Sitting to his right is Mary Jo Arndt, NFRW president. AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — No
mas. No more, says Scott
Reed - a Republican presi-
dential consultant tired of
watching GOP politicians
drive Hispanic voters to the
Democratic Party.

So the strategist who man-
aged Bob Dole’s failed 1996
presidential bid is launching a
campaign of his own for 2000.
The goal: show Republicans
how to attract Hispanics.

“Wecan'tleave this ground
unattended,” Reed said.

His new organization, the
Republican Leadership Coa-
lition, is spending $45,000 on
radio ads on Hispanic stations

Republican group tries

in Florida, California, New
Mexico and Texas. The spots,
produced in Spanish, promote
a Republican congressional
plan that would give tax cred-
its of up to $3,000 to insur-
ance companies that provide
policies to the uninsured.

“Fair-Care gives $3,000 a
year, tax-free, so that every
family can buy health insur-
ance,” an announcer says in
the ads, which begin airing
this week. "With this, you can
buy health insurance with any
private company.”

The coalition is pretty much
a one-man operation that
raises money to pay for po-

litical research and advertis-
ing focused on Hispanic vot-
ers. Reed hired a pollster to
interview small groups of His-
panics to determine what is-
sues most interest them.
Health care “was off the
charts,” he said. Many of the
Hispanics from California and
Texas said they go to Mexico
to get medical care.
Education, another top con-
cernraised in the focus groups.
will be the subject of the next
batch of ads, Reed said. He
plans follow-up research to
document any effects the ads
had on Hispanic listeners,
Reed is trying to bring His-

panics into the GOP with the
ads, but his broader goal is to
demonstrate to Republican
leaders that the right message
can draw voters from the
nation’s fastest-growing
population bloc.

“We're committed to ex-
panding the Republican ma-
jority coalition and we recog-
nized the increasingly impor-
tant role that minorities play
with all these changing de-
mographic trends at the na-
tional. state and local levels.”
he said.

Republicans have alienated
Hispanics with anti-immigra-
tion policies and rhetoric that

to attract more Hispanic supporters

makes them feel unwanted,
Reed said. He eventually
hopes to extend his effort to
blacks and other minorities.

“I think if you look at the
results of the elections in
California last year, where
we lost two statewide elec-
tions by huge margins and
left the Republican Party in
shambles. the answer is yes.
We've hurt ourselves with
Hispanics.™ he said. "And if
we don’tdo something about
this and go back to talking
about issues that people can
understand we will become
the minority party over-
night.”
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Forbes, Dole woo GOP women

SEATTLE (AP)— Steve Forbes
and Elizabeth Dole, trying to
make headway against the jug-
gernaut of Republican front-run-
ner George W. Bush, on Sunday
urged GOP women activists to
give a second look at their bids
for the White House.

Forbes, a conservative pub-
lisher able to tap his personal
wealth to challenge Bush, pre-
sented himself as a reform-
minded “independent outsider”
who offers more substance and
specific positions than Bush.

He drew repeated ovations from
the 2,000 delegates at the Na-
tional Federation of Republican
Women'’s last convention before
the 2000 elections. _

Mrs. Dole got a heroine’s wel-
come at the convention a few
hours later. She was introduced
as a-lifelong trailblazer and the
first woman with a credible shot

Steve Forbes

atamajor party presidential nomi-
nation.

Federation President Mary Jo
Arndt of Illinois urged delegates
to write out a generous check to
Mrs. Dole, even if they support
Bush or someone else, as a tribute
to her courage.

Neither candidate, however, got
the star treatment given Friday

Elizabeth Dole .

night to Bush, the governor of
Texas, who has a commanding
lead in the polls and has broken
all fund-raising records. The au-
dience for Bush’s speech was con-
siderably larger than those who
stuck around for Forbes and Mrs.
Dole on Sunday.

But the two candidates showed
no sign of preparing to quit the

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Next month’s mayoral race is
drawing unusual attention - and
not just because it will give the
nation’s 15th-largest city its first
black or first female mayor.

The fact that there’s a real race
at all is news in Columbus, a city
where Republicans have held the
office since 1971.

If Democrat Michael
Coleman wins the Nov. 2 elec-
tion, his party could control
the government of a capital city
where Republicans hold all
statewide nonjudicial offices.
Democrats already have six of
seven seats on the City Coun-
cil and are likely to keep a
majority with four seats up for
election.

Coleman, 44, the City Council
president, and Republican Dor-
othy Teater, 68, a Franklin County
commissioner,emerged as the top
two finishers in the May 5 non-
partisan primary.

Registered Democratsoutnum-
berRepublicans in Columbus, but
thanks to a large number of inde-
pendent voters, the Democrats
have come close only once in the
past 16 years to winning the
mayor’s office.

Coleman, however, is given a
good shot. A mail poll conducted
by The Columbus Dispatch from

Ohio mayor race offers many firsts

Sept. 24-QOct. 1 found that 47 per-
cent of the respondents favored
Colemanand 40 percent supported
Teater, with 13 percent undecided.
Therandom sample of 2,649 regis-
tered city voters had a margin of
sampling error of plus or minus 2
percentage points.

The closeness of the race, and a
general lack of high-profile races in
Ohio and across the nation, led the
state and national political parties to
make the campaign a priority.

Republican National Commit-
tee Chairman Jim Nicholson ap-
peared ata fund-raiser for Teater in
September, while Democratic Na-
tional Chairman Joe Andrew has
been in town twice for Coleman.

Each candidate expects to spend
atleast $1 million, the bulk of it for
advertising down the stretch.

Teater’s television advertising
hasbeen typical of candidates play-
ing catch-up late in the race: Focus
on the opponent and make it nega-
tive.

The first ad criticized Coleman
for voting to give pay raises to
Police Chief James Jackson, who
has been criticized and suspended
by Mayor Greg Lashutka, but has
civil service protection.

Under Jackson, too many offic-
ers are behind desks and not on the
streets, and the community is fed
up with slow response times to

crimes, Teatersaid. Colemanisn’t
crazy aboutJacksoneither, buthe
said the mayor has no choice but
to coexist with the chief.

“It’s very important to keep
politics out of the Division of
Police,” Coleman said Friday.

One of the few other issues
sharply dividing the candidatesis
a plan to use property tax gener-
ated by a planned suburban mall
to finance road work and other
improvements forthat area. Teater
supports a ballot issue to repeal
whatshe considers a tax break for
a wealthy developer that would
devastate an older mall closer to
the center of Columbus. Coleman
says the city must keep its prom-
ise on the tax deal.

But Teater said it may not be
the issues themselves that the
city’s 670,000 residents will re-
member most about the campaign

“The big thing is the diversity
issue, ablack man against a white
woman. There’s never been a
woman run before,” Teater said
Thursday.

Before they got into politics,
Coleman wasalawyerand Teater
was a teacher in high school, col-
lege and adult education. She
worked in consumer affairs for a
bank and the city, and did notrun
foroffice until her four sons were
grown.

Automobiles drive th}ough flooded downtown Charleston, S.C.,as a result of rain and wind from Hurricane

Irene.

AP

race.

Forbes was the more aggres-
sive in taking on Bush and a
Democratic candidate, Vice
President Al Gore. He appeared
to lump the two together at one
point, complaining about the
“gap, the disconnect, between
the political culture” and ordi-
nary citizens.

Mrs. Dole was the sentimental
favorite of the convention, though.
She was surrounded by autograph-
seekers and well-wishers as she
sat at the block-long head table.

She was repeatedly interrupted
with applause as she gave her
standard campaign speech, com-

plete with stories from the cam-
paign trail and numerous refer-
ences to “‘my husband, Bob,” the
1996 GOP nominee.

She said more than half her
contributors are women - an aide
called her*‘the only candidate with
no gender gap” - and that her
campaign has attracted young
people and others who rarely get
involved in politics. She was in-
troduced as “one of America’s
most powerful and admired
women, always ahead of her
time.”

Like Forbes, she called for tax
cuts and parental choice ineduca-
tion.
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Crime down for 7th straight year

WASHINGTON (AP) — Seri-
ous crimes reported to police de-
clined forthe seventh straight year
in 1998. as both the murder and
robbery rates reached lows not
seen in three decades, the FBI
reported Sunday.

The overall violent crime rate -
566 murders, rapes,robberies and
assaults per 100,000 residents -
dropped to its lowest figure since
556 in 1985. just before an epi-
demic of crack cocaine sent it
soaring.

The FBI report showed the use
of guns to commit murder and
robbery is decreasing. Also. one
of the most terrifying crimes that
rose along with the crack epi-
demic - murder by a stranger -
dropped below half of all mur-
ders. to 48 percent, for only the
second time during the 1990s.

The national total of seven seri-
ous violent and property crimes
reported to 17,000 police agen-
cies around the nation was
12,475,634 in 1998, down 5.4
percent from the previous year
and 12 percent since 1989, the

FBI said.

“For seven years now we have
seen serious crime go down in
each region of the country, and in

- cities and towns large and small.

But we must not become compla-
cent,” Attorney General Janet
Reno said.

She credited ““'more police of-
ficers on the street, greater part-
nerships between law enforcement
agencies, continued efforts tokeep
guns away from criminals, and a
balanced approach that includes
prevention, intervention, punish-
ment and supervision.”

President Clinton joined the call
against complacency.

“This is good news for
America’s families, and it shows
we can indeed tumn the tide on
crime,” he said. But, he added,
“even as crime falls, we must not
let down our guard. That is why
we must redouble our efforts to
build on what works.... Together,
we can make America the safest
big nation in the world.”

Republicans credited their leg-
islationencouraging longer prison

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY
. . KEQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
' SECURITY ACCESFSOSRYSTEM UPGRADE

sentences. Criminologists also
cited the aging of baby boomers
past crime-prone years and the
decline of crack markets.

During 1998, all violent crimes
- murder, rape, robbery and ag-
gravated assault - and all the far
more nUMerous property crimes -
burglary, auto theft and larceny-
theft - dropped in both number
and rate.

The violent crime rate, which
adjusts for population growth, was
down 7.3 percent, led by an 11.3
percent decline for robbery and a
7.4 drop for murder. The aggra-
vated assault rate was down 5.7
percent to the lowest level in a
decade. The rape rate declined
4.2 percent to the lowest in 15
years.

The property crime rate fell 6.2
percent - down 9.3 percent for
auto theft, 6.2 percent for bur-
glary and 5.7 percent for larceny-
theft.

The murder rate of 6.3 per
100,000 residents was the lowest
in 31 years. Asin 1997, it was the
lowest since 6.2in 1967. The rob-
bery rate of 165.2 was the lowest
in 29 years, since 148.4 in 1969.

Firearms were used in 64.9 per-
cent of murders, down from 67.8
percent in 1997. The drop in fire-

The percentage of robberies with
guns dipped from 39.7 to 38.2.

“That’s a consequence of all the
efforts a limiting access to guns
by people who shouldn’t have
them,” said Alfred Blumstein, a
professor of urban systems and
operations research at Carnegie-
Mellon University in Pittsburgh
who directs the National Consor-
tium on Violence Research.

Blumstein credited big city po-
lice departments for stepping up
searches for guns, particularly
among juveniles, tracing guns to
illegal sellers and even paying
bounties to turnin guns - as well as
federal and state background
checks to prevent sales to felons.

Criminologists pointed out the
national figures obscured a lin-
gering problem: Although teen-
age murders have been cut in half
since their peak in 1993, they re-
main almost twice as high as in
1984 before crack gangs began
arming some teen-agers, and their
schoolmates got guns to copy them
or to protect themselves.

“The crack epidemic has sub-
sided, but we haven’t taken all the
guns out of the hands of youths,”
said James Alan Fox, professor of
criminal justice at Boston’s North-
eastern University. “Youth crime

strategies, focusing on guns and
high-risk juveniles, taking a pre-
ventive approach ratherthan wait-
ing in squad cars for 911 toring,”
Fox added. “Communities are in-
volved as never before; corpora-
tions have made jobs available;
clergy have taken their ministry
to the streets.”

“But if we let our guard down,
the problem could resurface with
a vengeance, because every year
for the next couple decades we're
going to have a record number of
black and Latino teen-agers, and
they live in the most at-risk situa-
tions,” Fox said.

Although there were highly
publicized mass shootings by stu-
dents at a handful of suburban or
rural schools, the overall incidence
of deadly violence at schools has
been declining as well.

In 1998, rural areas, the last
placesreached by the crack gangs,
finally joined in the decline in
crime volumes and rates that big
cities and smaller cities have seen
for several years. The year be-
fore, rural areas had seen a 1 per-
cent increase in crime total from
1996.

Crime also dropped in every
region: down 7 percent in the
Northeast and West, 5 percent in
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Poll finds support for military

CONWAY, Wash. (AP) —
As the crow flies, this hamlet
nestled among Skagit Valley
farm houses and strawberry
fields is about as distant from
the Pentagon as you can get in
the continental United States.

Yet when it comes to na-
tional defense, folks around
Conway, about 60 miles north
of Seattle, share with many
Americans a mixture of ap-
preciation for the military and
the longstanding debate over
whether it costs too much.

“We need to have a strong
military,” says Bruce
Morrison. He believes the
military enjoys strong public
support and has become more
closely linked to civilian so-
ciety since it became an all-
volunteer service more than
two decades ago.

Still, Morrison’s own son,
now in college, never consid-
ered a career in the military.

“He’s got all the opportu-
nity he needs without the mili-
tary,” Morrison, 52, said as he
fingered a heaping carton of
fresh-picked blueberries at the

Snow Goose produce stand"

along the north fork of the
Skagit River.

“just as important as it’s al-
ways been.” She would rec-
ommend military service to
any young person.

*It’s probably one of the
most important things you
could do,” she says.

These views are largely in
line with the results of a poll
conducted for The Associated
Press by ICR of Media, Pa.,
which asked adult Americans
how much confidence they
have in their military. Sixty-
four percent said. they had a
“good deal” of confidence and
28 percent had “some” confi-
dence. Only 7 percent had
little or no confidence.

The AP poll also asked
whether people would support
a son or daughter’s plan to
enter the military. Sixty-six
percent said they would be
supportive, and 29 percent
said they would suggest a dif-
ferent line of work. Five per-
cent did not know.

The poll also indicated:

-More than three-quarters
said they support a pay raise
for the military, while 13 per-
cent oppose it.

-About half, 49 percent, sup-'

margin of plus or minus 3 per-
centage points.

Some people fault the mili-
tary for wasteful spending. Oth-
ers, like Richard Owens, say the
military simply takes too big a
share of taxpayer dollars. Over
breakfast with his wife and three
daughters at the Captain
Whidbey Inn overlooking Penn
Cove near Coupeville, Wash.,
Owens said he believes the mili-
tary is building weapons it no
longer needs.

“Ithink money in this country
should be spent on other things,”
he said, like social services.

In the AP poll, 47 percent

. said defense spending should

be kept about the same, 34
percent wanted higher spend-
ing and 12 percent wanted less.
Defense spending for the cur-
rent budget year is set at $270
billion, and the Clinton
administration’s longer-range
plan is for military spending
torise to $318 billion by 2005.

Early this year, Cohen be-
gan a public campaign to “re-
connect” America to its mili-
tary, a sales job he felt neces-
sary to boost understanding of
and support for the 1.4 mil-
lion men and women on active
duty. He took his message on
the road, starting with an ad-
dress to the Illinois State As-
sembly where he made a pitch
for military pay raises.

Cohen also visited the

Redmond, Wash., headquar- .

ters of computer giant
Microsoft Corp., an unusual

“audience for a Pentagon chief.

“I believe there exists a gap
between some in this industry
and our military,” Cohen told
his Microsoft listeners.

The gap, he said, is not
unique to the high-tech indus-
tries but is “indicative of our
country.” There is a tendency
to “dismiss the importance of
the national security world,”
he said, and to conclude that

with the Cold War over, ““tanks
and guns are somehow rusty
relics of the past and nearly
obsolete in the new informa-
tion-based world.”

That does not fit with the
views of Tom Holum, 43, who
lives on the south end of
Whidbey Island, just west of
Everett. He thinks the mili-
tary plays an important role in
America’s economic security,
and he believes young people
still are attracted to the mili-
tary for high-tech skills that
are transferrable to the civil-
ian job market.

On the campus of the Uni-
versity of Washington in Se-
attle, Kristi Beck, a 20-year-
old psychology major, said she
admires the men and women
who serve in the military but
never seriously considered it
as a possible career path.

“I didn’t like the idea of
having to move around a lot,”
she said.

~—_—

The Commonwealth Ports Authorit{ (CPA) is soliciting proposals from arm murders accounted for the  is down but not out.” the South and 4 percent in the In d intervi port l‘ismg U.S. troopsh.z;s
qualified firms to upgradg its flight line sequritfi'l access system to be Y2K entire drop in murders nationwide. “Police have adopted smarter ~ Midwest. rancom (nterviews re- - peacekeepers overseas, while
com&llan't. This upgrade will consist or replacing the existing UNIX fileserver, cently with people n and . 42 percent oppose it.
workstations and proprietary software with new computers and Windows NT around Puget Sound, it was “We need to keep peace or
proprietary software. difficult to find evidence of a  we’ll all be at war,” said 50-
Following are the specifications for the computers and ancillary hardware. The “disconnect” with the military  year-old Sheila Hudson of
current supplier will upgjr_?_de the proprietary software to operate on this that Defense Secretary Will-  Tulsa, Okla.
equipment in a Windows NT environmental. iam Cohen fears may be un- “Ioppose using troops as peace-
Host Computer - 1 each dermining support formenand  keepers,” said Ira Smith, a ma-
e Gate 2000 ALR 7200 NTS or equivalent ‘women in uniform - a.culture chinist from Jacksonville, Fla. “I
»  Intel 400 MHz Pentium I processor w/512K gap, some say, that isolates  don’t think the United States
. I;teg}r\a;gdﬁéﬁtlé? a Elsifs7\2/v062}11\48d%RAM the military. should be the world police. Our
* Zeac a ard drive At aflower shopin the fish-  tax money should be used for
. ?g?%ﬁgzgﬁﬁﬁrﬂ? PC 100 ECC SDRAM DIMM ing village of Blaine, abutting  protecting our own citizens.”
* Integrated Intel PCI 10/100 Twisted Pair ETHERNET the Canadian border, 35-year- The poll of 1,011 people was
*  17Xmin/40X IDE CD-COM . old Sherry, who declined to  conducted Sept. 17-24 by In-
: If(}giolge(yl&zrg‘ewabla color monitor give her last name, said she  ternational Communications
«  PS/2 compatible mouse with mouse pad believes a strong military is  Research and has an error
o 300 walt power supply , : : T TR g R D
e Preloaded with NT SERVER v4.0 (1-4 CPU’s), 10 user licenses with - ; ; o= I S ‘ e e :
service pac 5. Software to be configured as workgroup with 11r Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen (right) talks with Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Henry
administrator password = ri0t. AL A0 Shelton, before the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing Thursday in Washington. The hearing dealt
: F{SS;S‘;S x:th Mé ,Sx%lé%gls{gg Rv705 user n : e O with lessons learned from the military operations conducted by Operation Allied Force in Kosovo. AP
D B DAT sl upedie a g e SAN FRANCISCO de BORJA PARISH
*  Veritas/Seagate Backup Exec. Pro tape backup software NEW YORK, . (Reuters) and built 4 national reputation' Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Workstation Computers - 3 each ane So{a,s . omble -g&/él‘{ . as the Reerm, Pmy’S highest. RO.PES&??%?%)O?.%X;SgggS]
o Gateway 2000 E-5200-400 or equivalent nor’zg?ssi \;e“”-’ ’ta” {(h“ °fgce 'h}?m;*f‘ P .
y Tt ) : vowed in the future to keep ut the Playboy interview,
. }Eﬁlﬂ G“g%gi’;?é"é‘,ﬁ(%rﬁf?s‘” w1k 4 el & ik his opinions to himself fol-  in which Ventura joked about HBE B@M& FHE@E‘% MEHJE WR§!Z!
° ﬁg%c(g gg r(\/;111,31&1\/‘11}3]A)Gll(’)gra hicE;)CC SDRAM gttorr}ey GenterDé{lJaz{?et//jeno (r['ght) greets /t'nemberstqf thg /jueb/o %‘Zuni, Lg ?%v.ﬁartgn Marttz;i (Iift) ?pd lowing a barrage of criticism  being reincarnated as a bl b TICHETH et e o NAMER e ' DDRESSH -
° - Module Zr ) evelopment Director Hayes Lewis prior to a meeting between Heno and fribal leaders at the Justice over a4 Playboy interview in woman’s brassiere and de- odem Statione! R
. gocucr)urf/1 Blle&slt% //\luo%l%ggt Sggn‘gigc vg(z)ol? speakers by Cambridge Department in Washington Wednesday to discuss improving Indian country law enforcement. AP which: he*i:lec)l/ared religion.  clared religion the refuge of :[?iam%d Hgtel_zll tr): gggg% M%na?\l/(g?'(sl;ﬂai%?le ?3%21559%10 gg%—%%gg
e 35" 1.44 MB diskette drive . . . ’ the refuge of the weak, . the weak-minded, eroded the Hqgg R:Zgn N ote ‘1"23‘1‘% S?\})c’)a&g%‘gs Saipan %gg—jag%
. » PXmin 40X max EIDE CD-ROM EX—nurse C()nV]_Cted m pat]_ents deaths Newsweek magazine re- . governor’s standing in his MTC $50.00 Calling Card 1838 Teodoro P. Ladra Saipan 320-8632 -
e VX700 }117” color monitor (16.0” view area) portcd on Sunday o hvo-me State m}g gggg 8au!ng 8arg ' 3155181 PS‘?EFEIRR'AL
e 7-bay E scries mid-tower case BRAZIL,Ind.(AP)—A former  jors’ house and in his van. Jurors never saw statistical ~ “I’'mnot going to offer my. . Italsodiminished, atleast tem- MTC $50.00 c:umg Gard 33235 Villanieus nsaf;se”yn Eg’,‘:%% 530-0856
¢  MSInteliMouse with mouse pad . . nurse was convicted of murder The patientsdiedina 13-month  studies that linked Majors to as personal opinions .on any-' porf;fxly + his stature In national Kan Pacific Spn, Lid. 75563 Songsong, Thomas Box 1355 532-6426
. mlccfﬂrx?esgf/;nwt;r:/diguvgssglfrwvzgermahon VA0 with service pac5 Sunday in the deaths of six pa-  span at Vermillion County Hos-  many as 130 of 147 deaths at the thing,” - Ventura  told politics at the‘ve'ry time he was ga’l??gﬁg;%agﬁjgoée' gg%ﬁ Villargloem, Eﬁer lyn 6
e MSACCESS97 tients at a western Indiana hospi-  pital in Clinton. Relatives of the  hospital. Special Judge Ernest Newsweek in its edition due . positioning ~himself as 2 ot Prine » OpN- 84194 Jackie/Larry 14 582-1258
Responses o this RFP will bejudged according to price, delivery, warranty terms tal. _ seven testiﬁed they saw Majors  Yelton, fearing the deluge of Ogéne'wsstaadszc?n;Momiay' 3 bﬂgwkﬁfmﬂw&fomﬂ’w 5 14th Prize 12036 Mendiola, Michelle 288-2665/532-1251
avaﬁabilify of spare parts and cgapabilify for on-site service and support. CPA Jurors hearing the case of  near the patients just before they  information would overwhelm . “It’s sad, because I get four . presidential selection process.. }gm gﬂgg ‘;gggg’ Aug '"ﬁ“’?"ﬁ Agen. Rota 532-0492
required a completion of the upgrade no later than December 10,1999 in order Orville Lynn Majors told the  died,and witnesses said they saw  the jury and bog down the trial, or five people who come up  ~ Aides: told Newsweek 11th Prize 92828 Sonaas. Ualentino
to comply with FAR Part 107. judge they could notreacha ver-  him give injections to fourof the ~ didn’t allow prosecutors to use to: .meG»_o.’.’ a fdal(liy ??511]5 .and Ventura g‘aséloiw 10;;‘“‘“”; 51) ?ghPP.rize ggg?g M aci’ta{?ovog‘ TROL? 532-0966
. : 1 4:30 p.m., October 29,1999, dict on the seventh count. patients. the studies. sdy, ‘Governor, don’tc ange, . in presidentiai poittics an rize endiola V. Ray eneto
Ié‘lgfise;i?vfgr?ﬁg?gﬁts ltlc? 2}2&?3;3?32%‘;3}.%5 for :ny reason if in its sole Majors, 38, could be sentenced The defense called family doc- The jury had heard evidence Be who you've got to be. planned to concentrate instead %E B::;g g?igg A ﬁll(tet))( A m—ls%y:r:m‘
opinion to do so would be n its best interest. to life in prison. tors of several patients as wit-  for five weeks, and began delib- But in light of my family and - on Minnesota. 6th Prize 59218 " Rota
Send information to:  Carlos H. Salas He contended the patientsdied  nesses, who said their patients  erating on Thursday morning. self'—pr,CSCIYatiOD,} know that Ventura confirmed for 5th Prize 52023 Mendiola Francis _
Executive Director of the ailments that put them in  died from the illnesses that -The case began more than four I_hgve to 9hange; : Newsweek that he might even gg‘j Ig?ég ggg‘?g Alcalr.aﬁ_Almondo 277853' an 2354231
Commonwealth Ports Authority the hospital, but prosecutors said ~ brought them to the hospital. years ago when a nursing super- ~Since his upset gubernato- leave the Reform Party if it 2nd Prize ’ 75436 og\;;?o r?s Box 51'%3" 532-1226
Is’a? ?:X&%Sgwso the deaths were consistent with Prosecutors built their case  visor became suspicious of the rial victory in 1996, the former ~ nominated two-time Republi- istPrize 35066 Paul Jr. ~ 532-0809
p " injections of potassium chloride,  around the fact that Majors was  rising death rate in the hospital’s pr o_fe:s§10na1 wres_tler—turr}ed- can preSldentlftl candlsiate P:‘:lt gabdefga_nd Prize égggg Q .tKa‘t CJ h Sai 235-5498 ext. 1403
/s/Roman S. Palacios Date: October 15, 1999 epinephrineorboth. Policefound ~ present, and often alone, when  intensive care unit, where Majors politician has enjoyed wide-  Buchanan as its candidate in renc e . _ uiugua Jonn Joaran 233-1985
Board Chairman/Contracting Officer containers of those drugs at Ma-  each patient died. worked most days. spread support in Minpesota  the 2000 election. PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF SEN. EDWARD U. MARATITA AT (670) 532-0800 AND ASK FOR VITO OR LORNA REGARDING THE PRIZES! -




Pt

22-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- OCTOBER 19, 1999

L R A A

NATION

Fires blaze across N. Calif.

BELLA VISTA, Calif. (AP) —
Fires burned out of control across
thousands of acres of brush and
grass on Sunday in Northern Cali-
fornia, where the blazes have de-
stroyed scores of homes and

A Los Angeles City Fire Department SuperScooper aircraft drops a
load of water over a fast-moving blaze in the city’s Laurel Canyon area

Tuesday. The blaze blackened about ten acres.

PUBLIC NOTICE
~PUBLIC AVAILABILITY SESSION

The U S. Army Corps of Engineers and Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Reglstry (ATSDR)
will host a public availability session for community residents concerning the polychlorinated
biphenyl (PCB) cleanup project performed at Tanapag Village. Residents will have the
opportunity to discuss clean-up efforts performed to date by the Army Corps of Engineers, and
health-related concerns with ATSDR. Please make plans to attend the following session:

Location:

session, please contact:

Helene Takemoto

Fax: (808) 438-7801

Gwendolyn Eng

Region IX

Fax: (415) 7441797

forced thousands of people to
evacuate.

Winds moderated in the after-
noon and some of those forced on
Saturday to flee a 20,000-acre
fire in Shasta County were al-

Date: Thursday, October 21, 199
Time: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Taga Room, Aqua Resort Club Saipan

If you would like more information or have questions regarding the upcoming public availability

Charles F. Streck, Jr. (Alternate)

U.S. Army Engineer District, Honolulu
Building 252, ATTN: CEPOH-PP-E

Fort Shafter, HI 96858-5540

Telephone: (808) 438-6931 or (808) 438-6934

E-mail: Helen Y. Takemoto@poh0l .usace.army.mil
Chuck.Streck@poh01.usace.army.mil

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

75 Hawthorne Street (HHS-1)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Telephone: (415) 744-2193

E-mail: eng.gwen@epamail.epa.gov

AP

lowed to return to see if they still
had homes. More than 100 struc-
tures were destroyed.

“There’s people calling who
I’ve known for 20 years, calling
to see if their houses are okay,”
said volunteer Fire Capt. Jan
Gross. “I don’t have the heart to
tell them they’ve lost it.”

Karen Jane Savage, 44, a vol-
unteer firefighter from Junction
City, Calif., died after she was hit
by afire truck near the blaze, said
Rose Wyckoff of the California
Department of Forestry.

The fire was 20 percent con-
tained Sunday, and full contain-
ment was expected by late Mon-
day,- Wyckoff said. Some 940

A house fire in Bella Vista, Cahf burns out of control Saturday. Residents living near the rural Shasta County
town were hastily evacuated Saturday because of a fast-moving brush fire that grew from 3,000 to 15,000

acres in a single afternoon.

people were fighting the blaze.

Dozens of homes were de-
stroyed Saturday by the fast-mov-
ing fire, whichbeganat4:15a.m.,
fanned by winds gusting to 25
mph. The loss by Sunday was
estimated at $5 million.

Exact numbers of homes de-

stroyed would likely not be.

available until the flames were
extinguished, fire officials
said.

A fire about 50 miles north-
west of Sacramento that started
Saturday had burned more than
36,000 acres by Sunday morn-
ing. One home was lost, and
some 430 firefighters, along
with a dozen bulldozers, five

helicopters and six air tankers,
were fighting to keep the flames
away from other homes in a va-
cation area near Lake Berryessa.

In Yuba County, about 50

miles north of Sacramento, a
fire charred 5,120 acres and
threatened about 500 structures
in the Dobbins and Challenge
areas, which were evacuated
Sunday.

In Trinity County, a fire that
began two months ago has so far
burned 111,000 acres.

Along the central coast, mean-
while, two fires in the Los Pa-
dres National Forest continued
to burn after scorchin g more than
85,000 acres.

AP

Displaced N.C. families
move again due to Irene

ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. (AP)
— Fannie Lewis was in a shelter
again Sunday after Hurricane
Irene forced her from the govern-
ment camper where she had be-
gun to make a new life after Hur-
ricane Floyd destroved her home.

“I fear the next step we’re go-
ing to make is in the ground,” the
37-year-old Lewis said glumly as
heavy rain drummed on a corru-
gated plastic roof over the walk-
way at D.S. Johnson School.

Lewis and about 300 other refu-
gees from Princeville, Tarboro and
Rocky Mount had only weeks ago
moved into campers in an indus-
trial park after Floyd’s floodwaters
destroyed their homes and forced
them into shelters. This weekend,
they wereevacuated from the camp-
ers, whicharenotdesigned to with-
stand strong winds, and moved back
into shelters.

“I’'m getting to the point where |
can'ttakeit any more,”said Herbert
Person Jr., 48, who lost his
Princevitlehome, which wasnearly
paid for. He was livingin one of the
trailers, eating donated food, when
he became a refugee again.

“I've worked hard all my life
and paid taxes. and now I feel like
[ have nothing,” he said. I can't
work because I have to take care

of business. But if I don’t work,
I’'m afraid the bank will take my
truck. I'm so stressed out I'don’t
know what to do.”

“Put this on the front page of
the newspaper - we need money!”
he said, drawing a cheer from the
largely male crowd outside the
shelter.

Haywood Sherrod. 50, who suf-
fers from high blood pressure and
diabetes, said he left his medica-
tion back in his camper.

“They came by around 6:30
p.m. last night and told us we had
to leave because they were con-
cerned about the high winds.” he
said. *T just said, "Oh, no. Not
again.” It’s hard to run again.”

“It’s going to be a long time
before the people around here can
get Floyd out of our minds,” he
said, shaping a piece of cardboard
from a discarded box to fit inside
one of his slippers to keep his sore
feet dry and warm.

Nearby, evacuees lined up fora
lunch of chicken, french fries and
softdrinks. They ignored the tiny
stools and tables as they ate the
hot food.

I feel like a prisoner,” said
Christine Crews, 25, as she waited
her turn with her mother, Barbara
Crews, 48.
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Partisan fighting stalls Congress

WASHINGTON (AP) — With
an election year ahead and the
bitterness of impeachment still
lingering, the Republican-led
Congress and the White House
intensified their partisan fire Sun-
day over the budget and national
security.

Tempers were still raw over the
Senate’s 51-48 rejection of a
nuclear test ban treaty last week,
a defeat President Clinton said
was an example of “reckless par-
tisanship.”

Democrats backed him up Sun-
day. Sen. Robert Torricelli of New
Jersey said Republicans had acted
on “blind rage” left over from
Clinton’s acquittal by the Senate
last year.

“This was a second vote on
impeachment,” Sen. Robert
Torricelli of New Jersey said on
NBC'’s “Meet the Press.”

But a leading GOP opponent,
Sen. John Kyl of Arizona, said the
proposed ban was ‘indefensible”
and offered no guarantee against
testing by other countries, par-
ticularly rogue nations.

Senators have “a responsibility

to provide some quality control
on treaties like this. We are not a
rubberstamp,” Kyl saidon ABC’s
“This Week.”

The Senate’s top Democrat
Tom Daschle of South Dakota,
also believes there is “some resi-
due” remaining from the impeach-
ment trial. The treaty vote, he
said, was just the latest sign that
Republicans are motivated by
politics, not the public interest.

“I think the Republicans feel
they’ve beenbeaten somany times
by this president on so many is-
sues, that this was payback time
in some cases,” he said on CBS’
“Face the Nation.”

If anyone was motivated by
politics, it was the Clinton admin-
istration, Republicans said.

They cited Vice President Al
Gore’s campaign commercial,
airing only hours after the testban
vote, in which he promised to
“send this treaty back to the Sen-
ate” if elected president.

The treaty, Republicans said,
was “fatally flawed” - and their
relationship with Clinton is notin
much better shape.

“We don’t trust the president,”
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky,
said on NBC. “We’ve had bad
luck with him in negotiations.
And that has an impact on our
relationship with each other.”

Added Senate Majority Whip
Don Nickles of Oklahoma, on
CBS: “The president’s tone and
his rhetoric against Congress has
been very strident, not the other
way around. This president has
ignored the Senate.”

The sides showed no sign of

cease-fire as they look ahead to
fierce campaigns for a handful of
seats in both chambers that will
decide which party will win con-
trol. Republicans hold a 222-211
margin in the House -with one
-vacancy and an Independent who
usually votes with the Democrats
- and a 55-45 margin in the Sen-
ate.

The most pressing legislative
matter is the end-of-week dead-
line for expiration of a temporary
spending bill that funds the gov-
ernment. A government shut-
down, all sides agreed, was un-
likely. Agreement on spending

TERREHAUTE,Ind.(AP) —
A marijuanasmuggler sentenced
to die for the murders of three
men who betrayed him stands to
become the first personexecuted
by the federal government since
1963.

Juan Raul Garza also s firstin
line to die by injection atthe new
federal death house outside Terre
Haute. He’s one of 20 men, in-
cluding Oklahoma City bomber
Timothy McVeigh, awaiting fed-
eral execution at the U.S. prison
here.

In July, Garza filed his final
possible appeal, a step none of
the other prisoners has yet taken.
The Supreme Court is expected
to consider the appeal within the
next month.

If the high court rejects his
pleas and President Clinton
grants no clemency, he could be
executed soon after. The last fed-
eral execution was 36 years ago,
when Victor Feguer was hanged
in Towa for kidnapping and kill-
ing a doctor.

Garza, 42, declined to be in-
terviewed. But in a 1994 inter-
view with The Associated Press,
the native of Brownsville, Texas,
proclaimed his innocence.

“I didn’t kill any of those
people,” he said, then the lone
federal inmate on death row in
Huntsville. “I’'mnotresponsible.”

Garza was convicted under a
1988 federal drug-kingpin law,
which imposes a death sentence
for murder resulting from large-
scale illegal drug dealing.

But he insisted in the inter-
view that he was no tycoon.
Authorities, Garza then said,
“never found a red cent. They
evenwentinto my backyard with
backhoes. They were under the
impression I had money.”

Gregory Wiercioch, Garza’s
appeals lawyer at the Texas De-
fender Service in Houston, de-

Smuggler awaits federal execution

Juan Raul Garza arrives at fed-
eral court in this March 4, 1993
file photo. Garza, a drug smug-
gler convicted in 'the murders of
three men, could become the first
person to be executed by the
federal government since 1963.
AP
clined to talk about the case be-
fore the Supreme Court acts.

Inhis appeal, Garza argues that
prosecutors at his sentencing im-
properly linked him to four un-
solved murders in Mexico using
testimony from accomplices who
were promised lighter sentences.
His right to due process also was
violated, he says, because it was
hard to defend against foreign
unsolved crimes.

An intense, muscular man,
Garzacame from afamily of farm
workers. He was picking fruit by
age 5 and never finished high
school, said his defense attorney,
Philip Hilder. As an adult, he was
a railroad brakeman and built
houses. His second wife is a
preacher’s daughter, and her fam-
ily spoke well of Garza before he
was sentenced.

The criminal case against Garza
told another story - and caused a
sensation in Brownsville, a city
bordering Mexico thatis so popu-
lar with smugglers it’s called
“Marijuana Boulevard.”

At his 1993 federal trial, pros-
ecutors portrayed Garza as a vi-
cious drug boss who controlled

underlings by killing those -
even a son-in-law - who got out
of line. The prosecution’s 66
witnesses included one of
Garza's nephews.

In closing arguments, Hilder
called his client “less than an
angel” but no drug baron. After
all, he said, Garza lived in a
mobile home on two acres.
Hilder also protested against
testimony *“‘boughtand paidfor.”

But Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jose Angel Moreno called Garza
adrug lord who “‘thought he was
so far above the law that killing
was justamatterof business.” He
praised witnesses whorisked their
lives to come forward.

Garza was convicted of or-
dering two men killed in 1990
and personally murdering a third
in 1991, all in Brownsville. He
also was convicted of money-
laundering and running a mari-
juana pipeline that, from 1982
to 1992, brought tons of pot
from Mexico for shipment to
Louisiana and Michigan.

The mix of charges enabled
prosecutors to apply the federal
Anti-Drug Abuse Act. Garza
could be the first to die under
this drug-kingpin law.

The U.S. government has used
the death penalty far less than
stateshave. In 1972, the Supreme
Court struck down state death
penalty laws as arbitrary and ca-
pricious. That, in effect, elimi-
nated similar federal statutes.

Laws were rewritten and,
since 1976, the death penalty
has been reinstated in 38 states.
ButCongressdidn’tenact anew
federal death penalty until the
1988 Anti-Drug Abuse Act. It
was extended in 1994 to more
than 60 crimes, among them
sexual abuse, murder for hire,
car-jackings, fatal drive-by
shootings, and using a weapon
of mass destruction.

priorities, however, remains elu-
sive.

Clinton was expected to veto
another spending bill as on Mon-
day - this time on foreign aid. One
White House adviser indicated
the president might not approve
any more spending bills without a
GOP agreement on overall bud-
get priorities.

“I think the president doesn’t
intend to sign any bills as we

Sen. Robert Torricelli, D-N.J., talks to reporters gathered outside of the
NBC studio in Washington Sunday after appearing on “Meet the Press.”

move forward in this period, until
we know how all this adds up,”
said John Podesta, the White
House chief of staff, saidon ABC.

Meanwhile, Republicans ruled
out a budget summit and plan to
continue sending the spending
bills - three remain before Con-
gress - to the White House.

“He may veto bills because we
don’t spend more,” Nickles said.
“So what?”

AP

accepted under any circumstances.

inspect units upon request.

national origin.

/s/JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board

OPENING DATE Novembcr 15, 1999

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R, Sablan, through the Northern Marianas Housing
Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors and the Division of Procurement and Supply, are hercby
giving notice that NMHC is soliciting sealed bids from licensed companics in the Commonwealth
engaged in providing building maintenance services to provide Building Maintenance of Twenty
(20) Section 8 Housing Units - “AS NEEDED BASIS” in San Jose Village, Tinian, MP,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Sealed bids in duplicate must be marked “ITB00-0004, Building Maintenance of NMHC Housing
Units in Tinian”, and must be submitted to the Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower Base,
Saipan, no later than 3:00 P.M., local time, Monday, November 15, 1999, at which time and place all
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. Any bids received after the above time will not be

Bid specifications and Scope of Work for the project are available on or after Monday, October 18,
1999 at the NMHC Central Office in Saipan or at the NMHC Field Office in San Jose, Tinian, MP
96950, from 7:30 a.m. through 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, except CNMI holidays.

APre-Bid Conference for this project will be held at the Tintan NMHC Office on Wednesday, October
20, at 9:30 a.m. Bidders will have the opportunity to tour housing subdivision project site and/or

NMHC hereby notifies all proposers that it will affirmatively ensure that, in any contacts entered into
pursuant to this advertisement, small business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit
bids and will not be discriminated against on grounds of race, color, religion, sex, disabilities or

The Commonwealth govemment reserves the right to reject any and all bids for any reason and to
waive any defects in the said bids, if in the sole opinion to do so would be in its best interest. All bids
will become the property of the Commonwealth government.

For information, contact Frances H. Diaz, Field Office Representative, NMHC Office at 433-9213
during regular business hours, 7:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.

/sSsHERMAN S. SABLAN
Director, Procurement & Supply

"NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency”
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SIGONELLA NAVAL AIR
STATION, Italy, (Reuters) -
U.S. Defence Secretary William
Cohen began a trip to the Middle
East on Monday to talk to allies
about long-standing concerns on
Iraq and developments in Paki-
stan since last week’s military
coup.

The purpose of the nine-coun-
ry visit was to “reinforce the
United States’ position that we

are here (the Middle East) for the
long term and that we value the
security relationships we have
with the individual countries,”
Cohen told reporters travelling
with him.

Cohen was also to discuss the
Middle East peace process, pro-
liferation of nuclear, biological
and chemical weapons, and ter-
rorism, officials said.

Continued cooperation related

to Iraq was an important agenda
item because U.S. warplanes fly
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
aircraft carriers in the region to
patrol the no-fly zone in southern
Iraq, officials said.

American and British aircraft
frequently bomb targets in Iraq
following incursions by Iraqi
planes into the no-fly zone or after
being targeted by Iraqi anti-air-
craft artillery.

Jordan 's Prince Hassan (left) speaks to the press followmg his meeting in Jerusalem Sunday WIth Israeli
President Ezer Weizman (right). Prince Hassan is in Israe/ to attend a conference in honor of the late Israeli

Premier Yitzhak Rabin.

AP

Albright on 6- day Africa tour

ANDREWS AIR FORCE
BASE, Md., (Reuters) -
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright left on Sunday for a six-
day African tour to honour peace-
makers and democrats and revisit
the scenes of the 1998 U.S. em-
bassy bombings in Kenya and
Tanzania.

She will go to Sierra Leone,
where rebels made peace with the
government in July, to Mali, cited
as a model for the transition to
democracy fromdictatorship, and
to Nigeria, where elections this
year brought an end to military
rule.

She will then fly across the con-
tinent to attend the funeral in Dar
es Salaam on Thursday of former
Tanzanian President Julius
Nyerere - a last minute change of
plan which forced to Albright to
cuttwodays offheroriginal sched-
ule.

InDares Salaam and Nairobi in
neighbouring Kenya, she will at-
tend ceremonies and meetings
related to the massive bombs
which killed more than 250
people, including 12 Americans,
at the U.S. embassies in August
last year.

“The purpose of the trip is to
highlight the partnership that the
administration has built with Af-
rica over the last several years,”
Susan Rice, assistant secretary of
State for African affairs, told a
briefing on Friday.

The Clinton administration has
repeatedly promised to devote
more attention to Africa, revers-
ing the neglect of the years after
the end of the Cold War with the

Madeleine Albright

Soviet Union.

It says it wants to strike up a
new relationship based on trade
rather than aid, with African gov-
ermnments judged on the political
and economic freedoms they al-
low, noton their loyalty as clients
in a struggle between superpow-
ers.

But crises, conflicts and vital
U.S. interests in other parts of the
world - Kosovo, Irag, the Middle
East, the Taiwan Straits and the
Korean peninsula - have diverted
resources.

The United States has “over-
promised and underdelivered” in
Africa, said Pauline Baker, presi-
dent of the Fund for Peace, which
finances conflict resolution, hu-
man rights and democracy
projects. “They’ve given more
attention in visits and in speeches
but we can’t take credit for solv-
ing any conflicts.”

In Sierra Leone, the second stop
on Albright’s tour, the United
States has provided more than
$100 million overthe past decade
to ECOMOG, the West African

peacekeeping force that polices
the peace agreement.

Albright will land in Guineaon
Monday morning and take a heli-
copter to Freetown for talks with
the government, the formerrebels
and ECOMOG officials.

Human rights groups have
criticised the Sierra Leone peace
agreement for granting an am-
nesty to rebels accused of muti-
lating civilians in a war of unpar-
alleled brutality.

Rice said Albright would tell
rebel leaders that they must fulfil
their obligations under the Lome
peace deal.

*“(She will say) that they must
release prisoners, that they must
have their soldiers present them-
selves at disarmament and demo-
bilization sites and hand overtheir
weapons ... and that they must
fulfil their political obligations
under the accord in a fashion that
is fairand transparent,” she added.

Albright will spend Tuesday in
Mali, where a military govern-
ment set an example in 1992 by
handing power to elected Presi-
dent Alpha Oumar Konare.
Konare, an historian, has steered
the country on a course of eco-
nomic liberalisation.

“It’s a successful young de-
mocracy. It's doing the right
things on economic reform
and fighting corruption,” said
Rice.

In the Nigerian capital Abuja
onWednesday, Albright will have
talks with President Olusegun
Obasanjo, whotook office inJuly
after five years of military rule by
General Sani Abacha.

The no-fly zones in northern
and southern Iraq were imposed
by the West after the 1991 Gulf
Warto protect opponents of Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein. Iraq does
not recognise the zones. Cohen
told reporters the Western bomb-
ing of Iragi military installations
was having an impact.

“It continues to keep (Iraqi
President) Saddam Hussein con-
tained,” Cohen said.

Cohen said Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait had not expressed any
concerns to him about the West-
ern bombing of Iraqi targets.

“I assume everybody is frus-
trated with Saddam still remain-
ing in power,” he said. “But there
is evidence from time to time that
there continues to be unrest in the
south (of Iraq), that he does not
have the iron-fisted a grip on
things that he had before.”

Saddam vowed on Sunday to
keep challenging U.S. and Brit-
ish aircraft flying over Iraq after
another reported raid in which
Iragi authorities said civilian tar-
gets had been bombed.

ohen begins Mideast tour

The United States and Britain

have denied repeated Iragi charges
that their planes have targeted ci-
vilians, saying they have fired only
onmilitary forces threatening their
enforcement of the no-fly zones.

Cohen said there were no plans

toreduce the size of U.S. forces in
the Middle East.

“We will keep the same level of

forces in the region for the indefi-
nite future,” he said.

On Pakistan, Cohen said he

would ask all of the countries he
visited during his trip “what their
perception is and what steps they

might be able to take as well to
help stabilise the situation be-
tween Pakistan and India”.

Cohen planned to meet Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince
Abdullah, Egypt’s President
Hosni Mubarak, Israel’s Prime
Minister Ehud Barak, Jordan’s
King Abdullah and Kuwait’s
Emir Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabah.

He was also to meet with offi-
cials inBahrain, Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates, and Oman.

cess, took on ‘Guatemala’s most
powerful institution, the military.

Galindo’s boldness came with
a price. Crank calls and threats
became a part of life. Friends
distanced themselves.. -

“I knew this would be diffi-
cult; butIneverknethwouldbe

Associated Press shortly before
seeking asylum this month in the
United States,

Despite promises nevertofiee
Galindo said increased threatsto

small children, changed his mind.

‘with them, then they began to

ture, adding that his’ children
“have no blame for what I have
been doing.”

:On Tuesday, less thana weck
later, the Rev, ‘Mario Orantes -

initially was a suspect also fled
the country. :

Ve tnangie 0
siaymg wasa
pohueal crime - and in the pro-:

- wasprobably aboutthebestcan—_”
this intense,” Galindo told The.
~one could have hoped for.

his family, particularly his three - -
“Whenthey begin to meddle -

exercxsemoxepressure ”Galindo -
said in announcing his depar-

Gerardi’s assistant priest: who -

~army mlght be invol

on the army
The case drew intern
attention as the first slaying ofa
reli glous figure and political ac-
tivist since the government and
leftist ‘guerriilas signed peace
accords two years earher
Galindo, though unknowr,

didate for prosecutor that any-

He had shown his fearless-.
ness-in the past, winning the
convictions of top government
officials for the shooting of a
university student durmg’a pro-.
year, he prosecur.ed a gang re-:
sponsible for the kidnapping and
murder of Guatemalanrumheir-
ess Isabel Botran. - :
But with the Gerardi case, he
immediately ran into. obstacies.
The first judge andg prosecutor :
overseeing the case were forced
toresignafterinternational com-ﬁ;
plaints tha they had gone outo
their way toignore ev ence‘the*f

EUROPE.
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Russian paratrooper gives sweets to girls in the Chechen village of
Kurduykovskaya, northeast of Grozny Saturday. Russian tanks and
artillery were in place atop a hill just outside the capital Grozny as
federal troops continued to fortify their positions. Ap

Chechen leader
calls for talks

GROZNY, Russia (AP) —Rus-
sian artillery and warplanes
pressed their attacks around
Chechnya’s capital Sunday, while
the republic’s president called for
urgent negotiations to end the
fighting.

The Russian commander in
Chechnya, Col. Gen. Viktor
Kazantsev, said Sunday his forces
had taken a strategic ridge 20 miles
northwest of Grozny, south of the
Terek River that cuts across the
northern third of Chechnya,

AlsoonSunday, ChechenPresi-
dent Aslan Maskhadov called for
talks, despite the Kremlin's ear-
lier refusals. “I am for negotia-
tions because [amapresident and
people are being killed,” he said
at a news conference.

But, he said of the Russians,
“Let them shoot again. I am sure
we will win.”

What Russia planned next was
not clear, but both sides appeared
to be preparing for heavy fight-
ing. Russian commanders have
not said if they would attempt to
capture Grozny.

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin
said on RTR television Sunday
that Russia would concentrate on
avoiding “unnecessary losses and
excluding casualties among the
peaceful population.” He also said
Russia was not planning large-
scale operations.

But Russia already had sub-
stantial firepower in Chechnya.

Russian forces’ slow push to-
ward Grozny has raised fears that

the army could be heading into a
repeat of the 1994-96 war, where
Chechen guerrillas devastated
Russian formations in street-fight-
ing in the capital. The war ended
with Russian forces withdrawing
and Chechnya winning effective
independence although remain-
ing technically part of Russia.

Russialaunched the new offen-
sive against Chechnya after Is-
lamic militants invaded neighbor-
ing Dagestan in August and Sep-
tember, aiming to set up an Is-
lamic state in the Caucasus. The
militants also are blamed for a
series of apartmentexplosions that
killed 300 people in Russia in
September.

Although Russiantroopsreport-
edly clashed with Chechen fight-
ers north of the Terek on Sunday,
the north of Chechnya appeared
under strong Russian control.
Kazantsev said the army has com-
pletedthe firststage of its strategy
for wiping out Islamic militants,

Russian planes dropped bombs
and launched missiles Sunday
against a cement factory 15 miles
south of Grozny, the Interfax news
agency said, citing sources in the
Chechen government.

Federal troops shelled a half
dozen villages located outside
Grozny in overnight attacks, the
report said.

Maskhadov said many Chechen
commanders were unhappy about
his call for talks to end the fight-
ing, a gesture they saw as asign of
weakness.

NATO denies deliberate
hit on Chinese embassy

LONDON (AP) — NATO, Brit-
ish and U.S. officials on Sunday
denied a British newspaper report
that NATO deliberately bombed
the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade
during the Kosovo war after dis-
covering the embassy was trans-
mitting Yugoslav army commu-
nications.

“The tragic mistake was caused
by human error,” NATO spokes-
man Jamie Shea said of the May 7
bombing, which left three people
dead.

The bombing ranked among the
most embarrassing attacks of
NATO’s 78-day air campaign,
which forced the withdrawal of

- Serb forces from Kosovo, a prov-

ince of Yugoslavia’s Serb repub-
lic. It also caused a major rift
between China, the European
Union and the United States.

The Observer, aliberal weekly,
quoted unidentified military and
intelligence sources in the United
States and Europe as saying
NATO knew in April that the
Chinese embassy in the Yugoslav
capital was being used as a “re
broadcast” facility.

After an attack April 23 on
President Slobodan Milosevic’s
residence, Yugoslav radio trans-
mitter signals were silenced for
24 hours. When they came on the
air again, NATO electronic intel-

ligence detected the source as the
Chinese embassy compound, the
newspaper quoted unidentified
officials as saying.

NATO then removed the em-
bassy from a list of prohibited
targets, which included embas-
sies, churches and hospitals, The
Observer said.

A flight controller operating

from Naples, Italy, a Macedonia--

based monitor of Yugoslav radio
traffic and a ““senior headquarters

officer” in Brussels - all unidenti- -

fied - confirmed the story, The

.Observer said.

Shea said NATO had heard
nothing to change its conclusions
since U.S. investigations “made
crystal clear there was no deliber-
ate attack.”

Britain, where Chinese Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin is to arrive
Monday for a state visit, also de-
nied the report in London’s Ob-
server newspaper.

British Foreign Secretary Robin
Cook said he knew of “‘notasingle
shred of evidence to support this
rather wild story.”

“The idea that the United
States has been sitting on a good
explanation for all these months
but sought not to share itis, I'm
afraid, a delusion,” Cook added

in a British Broadcasting Corp.

television interview. “It was a

tragic error. That is the reality of
the situation.”

Speaking Sunday on CNN'’s
“Late Edition,” Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright called the re-
port “‘balderdash.”

“We have spoken to the Chi-
nese about it many times. I have
sentdelegations there to deal with
them. I myself have spoken to the
foreign minister.

It is simply not true,” she said.
“Now what the Chinese were do-
ing at that embassy clearly, there
is information that they were car-
rying on intelligence activities,
but we in no way - and I want to
make this absolutely clear - that
that story is wrong.”

The Chinese embassy was also
suspected of monitoring .S.
cruise missile attacks to develop
countermeasures, The Observer
said.

The newspaper speculated that
the Chinese may also have been
hoping to get technology about
the U.S. Stealth bomber from
Yugoslavia. The Yugoslavs shot
down a Stealth bomber early in
the bombing campaign.

The Observer said it con-
ducted an investigation jointly
with the Danish newspaper
Politiken. That newspaper is
on strike, but the story was on
its Web site. -

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AP)
— The president of Kyrgyzstan
has denied a report that four
Japanese geologists taken hos-
tage in August have been re-
leased, Russian news agencies
reported Sunday.

The Interfax and ITAR-Tass
news agencies reported Satur-
day night that the geologists and
asenior Kyrgyz military officer
had beenreleased. Theirreports
were picked up by The Associ-
ated Press.

Kygryzstan denies hostage release

Buton Sunday, President Askar
Akayev said talks on freeing the
hostages were still underway, the
news agencies reported.

The four Japanese, along with
the military officer and eight
others, were seized by Tajik
militants who invaded

Kyrgyzstanin August. The aims
of the militants were never clear,
but Kyrgyzstanofficials said the
fighters want to establish an Is-
lamic state on territory now be-
longing to

Uzbekistan,

Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic waves to supporters while Serb/an officials app/aud him at the
opening of railway station in the town of Leskovac. ap

Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.
Four of the hostages were re-
leased earlier this week. Akayev
said he hoped the remaining hos-
tages would be freed within the
next several days, Interfax re-

ported.
The news agencies had cited
unidentified government

sources when they reported the
hostage release Saturday. Nei-
ther agency said Sunday why
those sources were apparently
not correct.
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Gold giants gather in Denver

DENVER, (Reuters) - The con-
troversial issue of hedging will take
centre stage as the world’s largest
gold companies gather in Denver
this week to ponder the health of
the volatile gold market.

Hedging, a practice that allows
firms to guard against a fall in
commodity prices by selling future
production at a fixed price, looked
like a nifty idea for much of the last
two years as gold snapped through
a series of multi-year lows.

But for the past month, it has
been the kiss of death.

Panicked by the recent surge in
gold prices and the prospect that
some companies could be forced to
sell the precious metal below mar-
ket prices, nervous investors have
unloaded the shares of hedged pro-
ducers with a vengeance.

Ashanti Goldfields Co Ltd. ,
Africa’sthird-largest producer, was
among the first to feel the heat after
it revealed two weeks ago that a
complex derivatives-based hedg-
ing programme had put it on the
wrong side of the gold rally.

The company’s stock plunged
by about 50 percent as the scale of
the bad bet - some analysts have
estimated hundreds of million of
dollars in paperlosses - prompted a
wave of margin calls from gold
hedging counterparties.

The Ghanian producer, which is
now mulling over a takeover bid
from British miner Lonmin Plc ,
closed at $4-5/8 a share on Friday
on the New York Stock Exchange.

Cambior Inc. , a mid-sized Ca-
nadian producer, also suffered the
wrath of skittish investors when it

disclosed earlier this month that it
had hedged a significant portion of
its future production at an average
price of $318 an ounce.

The disclosure occurred in the
middle of a stunning rally that
pushed the price of gold up $50 to
near $325 an ounce.

The precious metal traded at
$314.40 an ounce on Friday.

“There is a cost to everything.
The gold producers thought they
werehedged onthe downside. What
they have found is those hedges
don’t work on the upside,” said
John Ing, president of Canadian
brokerage Maison Placements
Canada Inc. in Toronto.

“Qurestimate isthatagreatmany
producers are out of whack (on
their hedging positions).”

The pressure on gold producers

Thls isarecent lnter/or photo of the General Motors Corporate Brand Character Centerln Warren Mich. The
center tries to anticipate customer needs and generates hundreds of new product ideas. AP

GM to unveil concept vehicles

WARREN, Mich., (Reuters) -
Imagine a sleek-looking roadster
convertible, inspired by the early
Corvettes, with one difference -
there’s a pickup truck bed in the
back.

That’s just one of nine concept
vehicles General Motors Corp. will
unveil at four auto shows in the

" next four months that blur the line
between cars and trucks.

Inanunusually candid display of
itsforward thinking, the automaker
revealed the concepts in an attempt
to quiet critics who question its
ingenuity.

GMexecutivessaid they selected
the nine from over 300 concepts in
the development process to illus-
trate both the future design queues
for its brands, and the versatility it
will add to cars and trucks.

“We want to be the industry
leader in product
innovation,”Wayne Cherry, vice
president of GM design and port-
folio development, told reporters
at GM’s Technical Centre in War-
ren, Mich. “We are continuing to
look at ways of making the vehicle

friendlier, more functional and
more useful.”

While Ford Motor Co. and espe-
cially DaimlerChrysler AG have
won praise for their breakthrough
designs, GM has often been
criticised for being late to the mar-
ket with innovative products. For
example, they will be the last major
automaker to have a fourth dooron
full-size pickup trucks, the highest
selling segmentin the U.S. market,
when they debut on the Chevrolet
Silveradoand GMC Sierrathisfall.

Almost all of the concepts have
unconventional doors and rear
hatches which ease loading and
unloading of both people and cargo,
all-wheel or four-wheel drive for

different driving conditions, and
adjustable seats and other features
to increase space and add versatil-
ity.

“Ithink you’re going tosee many
of these innovations ...much sooner
than you think,” said Dee Allen,
director of divisional communica-
tions.

GMexecutivesexpect the sporty
pickup truck, the Chevrolet SSR

(short for Super Sport Roadster), to
be as big a hit when it debuts at the
North AmericanInternational Auto
Show in Detroit in January as last
year’s Chevrolet Nomad concept.

The Corvette-inspired cockpit
and fenders over the wheels of the
V8-powered, rear-wheel drive SSR
recalls the “retro” look of the No-
mad and other popular vehicles
from last year.

Alsoin Detroit will be the Buick
LaCrosse luxury sedan, GMC
Terradyne pickup truck and Opel
CVC compact van, the first con-
ceptvehicleever debuted in North
Americaby GM’s Europeandivi-
sion. The Opel CVC is part of
GM s efforts toshowall its brands
worldwide at Detroit.

The Opel CVC is based on the
hot-selling Zafira compact van,
which GM executives often refer
to as an example where they did
beat the competition to market.

The CVC features a 6.5 foot
long storage box integrated in the
middle of a glass roof which can
be accessed from inside the ve-
hicle.

to unveil the size of their hedge
positions could become unbear-
able in the months ahead if bullion
shows signs of sustaining its rally.

Gold, which plummeted to a 20-
year low of $251.70 an ounce in
August amid concern about British
bullion sales, bounced back late
last month after.15 European cen-
tral banks pledged to cap future
gold sales.

Central bank sales, along with a
strong U.S. dollar and weak world-
wide demand for metals, were one
of the key factors in a devastating
downward draft that engulfed the
thinly traded gold market begin-
ning in 1997.

With the black cloud of central
bank sales having passed from the
horizon and the lease rates at which
banks lend gold having risen, the

giants of the industry have been
driven to reassure nervous inves-
tors. In some cases, however, hedge
positions have been quickly closed
out.

South Africa’s Gold Fields Ltd.
, the world’s second largest pro-
ducer, took the lead last week when
it announced it had closed out a
large chunk of the 1.8 million
ounces of gold it had hedged
through a mix of forward sales and
call options.

“Having looked at the funda-
mentals of the current gold mar-
ket and the implications of the
Ashanti situation, it seems inevi-
table tous that higher, if not much
higher, gold prices are
possible,”Gold Fields Chief Ex-
ecutive Chris Thompson said ina
press release.

‘Kahn as investors.
Kahn, currently the _

ing technology to 'enable' inistant m sagin o__v_er wxreles ,
will announce on Monday that it has Treceived over $8 million in
E entnepreneurPhxhppe--v

Traders Tim Shehan signals (left) as Kris Heim (r ?ht) watches the
boards Friday in the Bond pit at the Chicago Board of
The Dow Jones tumbled on heightened conceins that the Federal

rade in Chicago.

Reserve will consider raising interest rates on Nov. 16. ap
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Fergie hints at remarrying

LONDON, (Reuters) - The
Duchess of York, Sarah Ferguson,
has hinted at remarrying her
former husband Prince Andrew
and says she cannot understand
why she is still shunned by Prince
Charles and others in Britain’s
royal family.

Ferguson, who has two daugh-
ters by Andrew, told The Times
newspaper in an interview she
wanted another baby, a boy this
time. She vowed she would con-
tinue to wear the wedding ring
Andrew placed on her finger until
she remarried.

“If I get married again, whether
to him (Andrew) or anyone else,

that’s the time I'll take it off,”

Ferguson, who still lives under
the same roof with her ex-hus-

band and their daughters, told the
paper.

Ferguson was bitter at having
been excluded from royal get-
togethers since she and Andrew
separated seven years ago, de-
scribing her treatment as cruel. In
particular she hit out at Charles,
the heir to the throne, and his
father Prince Philip.

“They think I'm pointless,
therefore why should they make
the effort,”she said. “I just don’t
understand why - why now - do
they have to be so cruel? I really,
actually, don’tunderstand because
I adored Charles.”

“We used to have fun,”’she con-
tinued. “And what about kind-
ness? Forgiveness? If I think about
it I get terribly sad, and though I

must not worry about other
people’sopinions, I domind about
missing Charles. And I do miss
him.

“And the boys! 'mnot allowed
to see the boys, and I really miss
them. I love William and Harry,”
she said of Charles’ two teenage
sons.

When her marriage to Andrew
broke down in March 1992, the
duchess complained her husband
and his family had not given her
enough support during the years
since their wedding, although she
admitted she deserved most of the
blame.

The flame-haired rebel hadlong
since fallen out of favour in royal
circles by refusing to adhere to
protocol, and she was vilified by

the media forcuckolding Andrew.
She was stripped of her royal title
after the divorce.

She has been barred from the
Christmas royal church service
and family lunch, and last sum-
mer she was excluded from the
wedding of the youngest of Queen
Elizabeth’s sons, Prince Edward.

Asked if she wanted more chil-
dren, Fergie - as she is nicknamed
- said: “I'm going to, yes.I'd love
to have a boy.”

Hercomments came in the wake
of calls by her father for Ferguson
and Andrew - who were divorced
in 1996 - to get back together.

The 40-year-old told the Times
she blamed her eventual formal
divorce on the fact she needed
money because the royal family

Report.

Continued from page 1

of Tanapag residents were re-
viewed at CHC.

Mortality data showed no ac-
counts of death due directly to
toxic or chemical exposure, said
the study which was conducted
due to Tanapag residents’ con-
cerns over the possible health haz-
ards associated with PCB con-
tamination.

The study, however, said there
needs to be more information and
education provided to Tanapag
residents about the possible con-

sequences of exposure to PCBs.

Meanwhile, Rep. Dino M. Jones
disagreed with the results of the
study.

“We cannot agree with that con-
clusion,” said Jones but did not
elaborate.

The result of this study is ex-
pected to be brought up during the
Oct. 21 public meeting on the
issue in Tanapag,

The study also pointed out that
reviews of medical records indi-
cate that skin rashes of various
types are common in Tanapag,
and biomedical attention is fre-
quently sought for treatment.

It said nearly 29 percent of all

Tanapag residents were affected
by skin rashes and sought out
medical treatment at CHC be-
tween 1968 and 1996.

“It is difficult to compare in-
cidence rates for Tanapag with
the general population since skin
rashes do not form a category
which is routinely reported,”
said the study.

The study also quoted CHC’s
Dr. Isamu Abraham as saying
all skin-related ailments like
psoriasis, skin rashes, cellulitis
and impetigo are very common
in the islands.

Health Secretary Joseph
Kevin Villagomez earlier as-

Guam.

Continued from page 1

counting Office (GAQ) dismissed
the protest because it was not filed
at the proper time.

San Agustin said Guam Ship-
yard will again ask GAO to re-
considerits decision by citing Title
10, the provision added to the
law governing the Navy intro-

" duced by Congressman Robert

Underwood (D-Guam) in 1996.

This provision requires that
routine maintenance and repairs
on ships homeported in the U.S.
or Guam must be performed in

U.S. shipyards.

But the Navy and MSC con-
tend that the ships awarded to
Korea are maritime vessels con-
tracted to the Navy but not un-
der the control of the Navy, so
Title 10 doesn’t apply to them.

According to San Agustin,
GAO dismissed Guam
Shipyard’s protest because it
was submitted late.

“The decision was not based
on the merits of the case. For
instance, it’s more costly for
the ships based here to have
theirrepairs done in Korea when
we already have a shipyard

here,” San Agustin said.

“They’re essentially giving
away U.S. jobs to non-Ameri-
cans,” he added. Guam Ship-
yard is relying on GAQO’s re-
consideration of its protest to
snag work for the rest of the
year.

Itis currently negotiating for
a submarine tender repair con-
tract and submitting a bid on the
Coast Guard cutter Galveston Is-
land. If the negotiations are suc-
cessful, the company hopes to
commence work on the two bids
by January 2000 along with
work on the USS Frank Cable.

Deal. ..

Continued from page 1

Reyes said though that unlike
the interim financing, bonds take
longer to float.

The agreement between CDA
and BOG stemmed from Public
Law 11-102 which was enacted
by Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio on
Sept. 28.

The law allows CDA to issue
bonds amounting to $60 mil-
lion, while at the same time ob-
tain the $30-million bridge fi-
nancing to initially fund the
CIPs.

Enactment of the law paved
the way for CIPs to finally get
off the ground.

Reyes said financing agents
which secured the $16 million
bond issued for the Public

School System early this year
could be the same people that
government will be working
with for the $60 million CIP
bonds.

“They already have the expe-
rience,” he explained, adding
that the first PSS repayment
amounting to $2 million is al-
ready due this year.

Money will be derived from
the government’s fuel tax.

Cing.
Continued from page 1

$100,000.

The initiative would also re-
duce the number of required
rooms for a hotel casino to be
built on the island—from 300 to
100.

Moreover, the current $200,000
application fee for prospective
businesses that wish to put up
casinos on Tinian would be re-

duced to $5,000.

Tinian Mayor Francisco Borja
has said that the current business
application feeshave discouraged
prospective investors.

Despite the legalization of ca-
sino gaming on Tinian some 10
years ago, there remains only one
casino on the island—the Tinian
Dynasty Hotel and Casino, Borja
said.

The mayor said the initiative
would make Tinian “more inves-
tor-friendly.”

Cing said once the economy
improves “five or 10 years from
now, then we could raise the fees
again.”

He added, “Forexample, I've a
four-bedroom house, and I offer
it for rent for $2,000, But because
the economy’s bad I've to lower
the rent to $700. Once the
economy gets better I'll raise it
again to its original rate.”

The initiative hasto get the sup-
port of 2/3 of the island’s voters
this November.

sured Tanapag residents of im-
mediate and thorough medical
assistance if needed. He added
that federal funds will also be
tapped to ensure affected resi-
dents are given proper medical
help if their health problems are
found caused by PCB contami-
nation.

Division of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) Director Ike
Cabrera said the Oct. 21 public
meeting will clarify issues on
possible health hazards alleg-
edly caused by PCB.

This will be the fourth public
meeting of the same kind since
1992. The second and third
meetings were held in 1994 and
1997,

Representatives from federal
agencies like the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers will be among the panel-
ists at the public meeting.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF

GRACE JENNETTE MELENDEZ
EVANGELISTA,

Deceased.

PROBATE ACTION NO. 99-557D

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the Superior
Court of the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands praying that an administra-
tor be appointed to administer the estate of
Grace Jennette Melendez Evangelista,
deceased. The attorney of record is Celeste .
Andersen, Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Public Health, P.0. Box 409
CK, Saipan, MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for
October 26, 1999 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan, at 1:30 p.m.
in Courtroom 220A. Any person who has any
objection to the petition may file his or her
objection with the Superior Court at any time
before the hearing, or may appear at the time |
set for hearing to present such objection or
interest in the above-captioned mater.

Noticc is hereby given by the undersigned
to the creditors of, and all persons having
claims against the Estate of Grace Jennette
Melendez Evangelista, that within sixty (60)
days after the publication of this notice, they
must file their claims with the Clerk of Court
of the Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and any
claims not so presented shall be barred.

Dated: October 5, 1999.

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

Commonwealth Superior Court

did not want to pay off her debts -
which at one time totaled an esti-
mated 4.0 million pounds ($6.5
million).

“There was no reason for An-
drew and I to get divorced; there
wasn’tanother personin ourlives
to goto. We got divorced because
I had to go out to work,” said
Ferguson, who paid off her debts
by starring in advertisements and
writing children’s stories.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
ANTONIA METTAO IGUEL,
Deceased.

PROBATE ACTION NO. 99-556D

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the Superior
Court of the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands praying that an administra-
tor be appointed to administer the estate of
Antonia Mettao Iguel, deceased. The
attorney of record is Celeste E. Andersen,
Assistant Attomey General, Department of
Public Health, P.O. Box 409 CK, Saipan, MP
96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for
October 26, 1999 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan, at 1:30 pm.
in Courtroom 220A. Any person who has any
objection to the petition may file his or her
objection with the Superior Court at any time
before the hearing, or may appear at the time
set for hearing to present such objection or
interest in the above-captioned matter,

Notice is hereby given by the undersigned
to the creditors of, and all persons having
claims against the Estate of Antonia Mettao
Iguel, that within sixty (60) days after the
publication of this notice, they must file their
claims with the Clerk of Court of the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and any claims not
so presented shall be barred.

Dated: September 28, 1999,

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court
Commonwealth Superior Court

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF

ADELA SELEPEO LIFOIFOI
Deceased.

PROBATE ACTION NO. 99-0570D

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the Superior
Court of the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands praying that an administra-
tor be appointed to administer the estate of
Adela Selepeo Lifoifoi, deceased. The
attorney of record is Celeste E. Andersen,
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Public Health, P.O. Box 409 CK, Saipan, MP
96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for
October 26, 1999 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan, at :30 p.m.
in Courtroom 220A. Any person who has any
objection to the petition may file his or her
objection with the Superior Court at any time
before the hearing, or may appear at the time
set for hearing to present such objection or
interest in the above-captioned matter.
Notice is hereby given by the undersigned
to the creditors of, and all persons having
claims against the Estate of Adela Selepeo
Lifoifoi, that within sixty (60) days after the
publication of this notice, they must file their
claims with the Clerk of Court of the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and any claims not
so presented shall be barred.

Dated: September 30, 1999.

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

Commonwealth Superior Court
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-Job Vacanc
Announcement

PUBLIC NOTICE

All Intorested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

01 BAKER-Salary:$3.70 per hour
Contact: WINCHELL'S INC. dba
Winchell's Donut House Tel. 235-
0247(10/19)T80964

01 WAREHOUSE(MAN) WORKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: UNCLE'S FOOD CORPORA-
TION dba Uncle John Dandan Super-
market Tel. 288-0204(10/19)T32942

03 WELDER-Salary:$3.20-4.00 per
hour

01 MECHANIC (GAS- & DIESEL)-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: Unity Trade Services, Inc. dba
GAUDENCIO C. MACALINAOQ Tel. 322-
7461(10/19)T80952

01 CLASSROOM TEACHER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-10.21 per hour

Contact: SISTER REMEDIOS EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TER Tel. 234-6247(10/19)T32935

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.25
per hour

Contact: DINGSON CORPORATION
dba Dingson Beauty Parlor Tel. 234-
1588(10/19)T32936

01 DRILLING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month
Contact: ALEXANDER INCORPO-
RATED dba Alexander Drilling Co. Tel.
234-5117(10/19)T32937

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.75
per hour

01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.75 per hour

Contact: HERMAN B. CABRERA dba
Herman B. Cabrera & Associates Tel.
234-1778(10/19)T32939

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Plus $100.00 housing allowance.
Contact: ADORAR. REYES dba Dories
Beauty Parlor Tel. 235-5095(10/
19)T32940

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: D.S. CORPORATION dba XO
Market & Greenpia Market Tel. 235-
4458(10/19)T32941

01 CONCRETE PLANT LABORER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: UNITED CONSTRUCTION
CORP. Tel. 234-9011(10/19)T32943

01 MANAGER, SALES (HARDWARE
STORE)-Salary:$4.00-5.00 per hour
01 (SUPERVISOR) SALES (HARD-
WARE STORE)-Salary:$3.30-4.00 per
hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 233-3112(10/
19)T80956

01 CASHIER, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234-6601(10/19)T80957

01 CARPENTER-Salary:3$3.05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT.,, INC.
Tel. 233-3990(10/19)T32959

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: D.S. CORPORATION dba XO
Market Tel. 235-4458(11/2)T33112

01 MECHANIC, GAS/DIESEL-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

Repairs and maintains diesel/gas en-
gines used to power machines, such as
buses, ships, trucks, electricgenerators,
and construction machinery: Diagnosis
trouble, disassembles engines, and ex-
amines parts for defects and excessive
wear, Reconditions and replaces parts.
May weld and cut parts. And may per-
form other related duties.

Work days and hours is flexible.

01 SUPERVISOR, RESERVATIONS-
Salary:$3.05-5.71 per hour

Plus $300.00 housing allowance.
Supervises and coordinates activities of
workers obtaining travel, hotel accom-
modations and optional tours for guests,
issues tickets, types itineraries, and
compiling of report of transactions: Ob-
tains confirmation of travel and lodging
space and rate information. Keeps cur-
rent of hotels, motels, Tour Agents and
timetables, and answers inquiries con-
cerning routes, fares and accommoda-
tions.

Japanese speaking preferred

Work days and hours are flexible.

01 MANAGER, CORPORATE PLAN-
NING DEPT.-Salary:$1,000.00-
4,100.00 per month

Directs and coodinates, through subor-
dinates supervisors, department activi-
ties in commercial, industrial, or service
establishment: Reviews and analyses
reports, records, and directives, and
confers with supervisors to obtain data
required for planning department activi-
ties, such as new commitments, status
of work in progress & problems encoun-
tered. Assigns and delegates activities
and disseminates policy to supervisors.
Gives work directions, resolves prob-
lems, prepares schedules and sets
deadlines to ensure timely completion
of work.

Japanese speaking, readlng and writ-
ing preferred.

Work days and hours is flexible.

01 MANAGER, TOUR OPERATION-
Salary:$1,000.00-2,100.00 per month
Plus $300.00 per month.
Directs and coordinates activities of
operations department: Confers and
cooperates with management person-
nel in formulating administrative and
operational policies and procedures.
Directs and coordinates, through sub-
ordinate managerial personnel activities
of operations department to obtain op-
timum use of equipment & facilities.
Japanese speaking, reading and writ-
ing preferred.

Two years experience required.

Work days and hours are flexible.

01 PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER/
REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:$1,000.00-
2,100.00 per month

Plans and conducts public relations pro-
gram designed to create and maintain
favorable public image for employer or
client: Plans and directs development
and communication of information de-
signed to keep public informed or
employer’s programs, accomplish-
ments, or point of view. Arranges for
public relations efforts in order to meet
needs. Promotes good-will through such
publicity efforts.

College graduates.

Japanese speaking preferred.

Two years experience.

Work days and hours is flexible.
Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(10/19)T80959

01 ACCOUNTANT-SaIary $3.05 per
hour

Contact: T&B INT'L. INC. dba Union
Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-0329(10/
19)T32947 )

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MIDWEST TRADING COR-
PORATION dba Kareena's Retail Tel.
235-8752(10/19)T32949

02 DENTAL ASSISTANT-Salary:$3.50-
10.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CLINIC dba Family Den-
tistry/Optical Tel. 234-6008(10/
19)T32950

02 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.35-4.00 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN-
Salary:$3.35 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DAIKEN CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-7453(10/19)T32953

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.00
per hour

01 PACKAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 CUTTING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

04 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 PRESSER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: TOP FASHION CORPORA-
TION Tel. 322-1611(10/19)T32957

01 PHOTO DEVELOPER-Salary:$4.25
per hour

Contact: LIGHTNING DEV. LTD. dba
Flame Tree Flash Foto Tel. 234-7353(11/
2)T81173

01 WAREHOUSE SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.75-4.00 per hour

Contact: GUANGDONG DEVELOP-
MENT CO., LTD. dba Guangdong Hard-
ware Tel. 288-2288(11/2)T33113

03 WAREHOUSE WORKER {GAR-
MENTS)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SHIPPING CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

05 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

05 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 CUTTER, MACHINE-SaIary $3.05
per hour

02 INSPECTOR (QC) QUALITY CON-
TROL-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 (IRONER) PRESSER MACHINE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 (IRON WORKER) MACHINE
PRESSER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-9.50 per hour

Contact: HANDSOME TEXTILE (SPN})
CORP. Tel. 322-1504(10/19)T32956

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.35 per hour
01 MASON-Satary:$3.35 per hour
Contact: YANG HUN LEE/TRANSPA-
CIFIC CORP. dba Transpacific Con-
struction/Transpacific Corp. Bldg. Maint.
Tel. 234-3181(10/19)T32944

01 PERSONNEL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.25-4.00 per hour

Contact: KAIZOKU CORPORATION
dba Kaizoku Restaurant Tel. 233-
5304(10/19)T32945

03 SCREEN PRINTER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: SUN MEI CORPORATION Tel.
234-8058(10/26)T33031

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: DRAGON RIVER INC. dba
Kato Tea House Tel. 233-6009(10/
26)T33030

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$7.00 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN STEVEDORE COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-6469(10/
26)T81067

01 SUPERVISOR (DINING ROOM)-
Salary:$5.00-7.60 per hour

01 (ASST.) CHIEF COOK-Salary:$5.50-
11.83 per hour

01 SUPERVISOR COOK-Salary:$5.50-
9.81 per hour

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.25 per hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-4.05 per
hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-4.05 per
hour

02 HOUSEKEEPING, CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.05 per hour

01 COOK (JAPANESE)-Salary:$3.05-
4.15 per hour

02 COOK (WESTERN)-Salary:$3.05-
4.15 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(10/
26)T81079

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.45 per
hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.25-5.50
per hour

02 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per hour
02 COOK-Salary:$3.25-4.90 per hour
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.25-3.55 per
hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(11/2)T81182

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$900.00-
1,950.00 per month

01 CLEANER/COMMERCIAL-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SHIMIZU CORPORATION Tel.
234-5438(11/2)T133116

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 PERSONNEL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

Contact: BLACK MICRO CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-6549(11/2)T81187

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: CALISTRO & GEMMA FALIG
dba Chamalinian Deli Tel. 256-9000(11/
2)T33103

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JACINTO G. MARANAN dba
Island Poker Tel. 235-2370(11/2)T33105

01 HAND PACKAGER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: JAMES B.K. JUN dba Jun's
Enterprises Tel. 234-7415(11/2)T33109

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: YONG SANG PACIFIC CO.
dba Rakuen Restaurant Il Tel. 233-
1844(11/2)T33110

10 DANCER-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour
Contact: STAR FOUR CORPORATION
dba Starlite Disco/Karaoke Club Tel.
234-5520(11/2)T33111

FULL TIME _
(1) OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR/

SALES ENGINEER

- Must have a minimum 5 years
experience in Air Conditioning &
Refrigeration field

- Salargwage $1,500.00-52,000.00 per
mont dependlng on experience

Please apply in person and bring resume’ at

SIS ENR CONDITIONING & REFRICERATION

Office in Chalan Laulau, Middle Read
(MCS Bldg., in front of Pacific Daily News Office)

HELP WANTED

" LOCAL HIRE ONLY '

(1) Sales Representative

to sell food at the Ada Gymnasium. Must be
honest, neat and clean, and over 21 yrs. of age.
Must have a valid drivers license, usual shift is
from 5:45-10:00 p.m. but must be flexible mcase
game ends earlier or late. $3.05 per hour plus
commission. Applicant must apply in person at
Me"Mong’s Video in Dandan, next to Kins Auto
Shop in the former Ben Ki Too Building.
Available for IMMEDIATE HIRE!!!

1 Py \ - .
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LOST BMW WHEEL COVER
6 INCH DIAMETER

TEL. 235=-7487

2-Bedroom, Part of Duplex,
Located in Finasisu, Rent of $500
includes utilities & cable.
Call: Gina 288-1720 or Maria at
288-6471 for info.

[ WMILLER ESTATES |
APARTMENT FOR RENT

- 2 BEDROOM

- FULLY FURNISHED

- ONE AIRCON (18,000 BTU)
- 24 HOURS WATER

- BACK-UP GENERATOR

Contact No. 322-37193

DIESEL ENGINE/GENERATOR MECHANIC

Must have a minimum of 5 years proven
Experience Maintaining & Repairing Diesel
Engines and Generators. You will be tested.

a complete set of tools & a Volt/Frequency
Meter

Salary Range: $6.00 to $12.00 per hour,
depending on experience.

Pick up an application in person at

Pacific Machinery in As Lito

Phone: 288-6900

Caterpillar experience preferred. Must have .

“BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY"
Be your own Boss.  S-mart
available at SACRIFICE PRICE

of $75,000 about 50K below
book value. Call Nik at 234-9890
or e-mail gmiles@foxinternet.net

A Two Story, Five (5) Bedrooms,
Two (2) Bathrooms, Covered Car
Garage, Close to the Ocean with
Large Yard
Located at Lower As Teo will be
available for lease on October 23rd.
Please call and leave your name
and contact number on telephone
number 235-1839.

HOUSE FOR RENT

In the Suporior Court of the
Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands

In the Matter of the Petition of
VELMA LYNN BABAUTA CAMACHO

For Change of Name of the Minor Child
VICTORIA ANN CAMACHO REYES

FCD CIVIL ACTION NO. 99-0410

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Hearing Date : Oct. 25, 1999
Time :9:00 a.m.
Judge : John A. Manglona

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that VELMA
LYNN BABAUTA CAMACHOREYES
has filed a petition to change the name of
her minor child VICTORIA ANN
CAMACHO REYES to VICTORIA
ANN BABAUTA CAMACHO, and that
her petition will be heard at the Court-
house, Susupe, Saipan on Oct. 25, 1999
at 9:00 a.m. Al persons objecting to the
petition shall file objections with the
Court prior to the date and time fixed for
hearing, and shall serve copies of such
objections, prior to the hearing, on
petitioner ’s attorneys, WHITE, PIERCE,
MAILMAN & NUTTING, ATTN:
BRUCE L. MAILMAN, P.O. Box 5222
CHRB, Saipan, MP 96950.

DATED: October 6, 1999

Jovita Castro Flores, Clerk of Court

/s/ Deputy Clerk of Court

‘LAND (LEASEHOLD)

BIG S

- $15.00 PER sSQ. M ONLY
(10 000 SQ. M. 1o 80,000 SQ. M. )
: NEGOTIABLE

Please contact PEDRO at Tel. 288 1886

EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
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IS WHETHER THE HMOs
WILL GlUE THE PATIENT
THEIR. CHOUE OF SUPPLIER

WHEN YOU 60 TO A FANCY 67
RESTAURANT, THE WAITER 5AYS, 'BE
CAREFUL, 5IR .THE DISH IS HOT *

") "eIBMNPUAS BINJBAZ PAN 6661 O

"BE CAREFUL, SIR..THE
DISH IS PLASTIC..

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

Born today, you know how
to take your knocks, but you
also know when enough is
enough and when it’s time
to cut your losses and move
ontosomethingelse. You're
more than willing to stick it
out if there’s even the re-
motest chance for success.
The truth, however, is that
you are not foolish or quix-
otic and you are interested
only in that which is pos-
sible and attainable. You are
known for your upstanding
behavior, good taste, subtle
sense of style, and your abil-
ity toremain in control when
things get tough. You can
be either sociable or soli-
tary, as circumstances re-
quire.

You attract a great deal of

“support and assistance no

matter where you go, as
there are always those who
wish to be a part of what-
ever you have going. You
know how to assemble a
hard-working, loyal, and co-
operative team, and you
know how to get everyone
involved to do his or her
best work.

Also born on this date are:
Woody Harrelson, actor;
“Pee-Wee"” Reese, baseball
player; Raymond Chandler,
author.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your
birthday and read the corre-
sponding paragraph. Let

YOU'D BETTER
LOOK IN THE PAPER
FOR A NEW JOB!

your birthday star be your

daily guide.
WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 20

LEO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— A promise made must be
a promise kept today, or
you're likely to suffer con-
sequences which you sim-
ply cannot afford. Take
commitment seriously!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) — Someone may be sur-
prised to discover that you
have more to offer than
meets the eye. Others, how-
ever, are confident that
you’re full of surprises.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22) — What begins with ex-
citement is likely to develop
quickly into something that
you're not likely to forget.
Take care you don’t get
burnt out. .

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — What you need to do
now is spend some time fine-
tuning. The major push is
over, and it’s time once
again to concentrate on the
details.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) — With a little
thought and planning, you
should be able to accom-
plish something today that
others considered impos-
sible only the day before.

. CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — You may have
reason to regret a recent
decision today, but before

I HATE IT WHEN
YOU BRING WORK HOME
WITH YOU!

long you’!l realize that you
are indeed on the right road.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) — You may have
the blues today. Avoid mak-
ing decisions while you are
in the grip of depression.
Recovery should be quick
once it begins.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — You may hear some
upsetting news today
through the grapevine.
Don’t overreact! Take the
time to get the correct infor-
mation from the source.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — A promise may be
broken today, but you can
surely make up for this by
working closely with some-
one to help them recover
from any emotional injury.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — Any attempt to side-
step the rules and regula-
tions today is likely to re-
sult in a very public, and
very embarrassing, failure.
Play it safe.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20) — You can accomplish
more in one day right now
than you have recently been
able to do m a week. Pro-
ductivity is still on the rise.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You may be getting
too serious about something
that others consider routine
and even trivial. You
mustn’t let your work be
affected.

AIMING TO GET

>

NEW JOB? GIVE THE CLASSIFIED ADS A SHOT!
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Broncos trounce Packers

DENVER (AP) — There were no
late-game heroics by Brett Favre
this week, although there was a
miracle of sorts: The Denver Bron-
cos are still alive.

Brian Griese threw two touch-
down passes to Ed McCaffrey and
ran for a third Sunday to lead Den-
ver to a 31-10 romp over Green
Bay, the Broncos’ second straight
win after an 0-4 start.

Olandis Gary, elevated to a start-
ingrole because of injuriesto Terrell
Davis and Derek Loville, carried
37 times for 124 yards and a score,
and the Broncos’ defense inter-
cepted Favre three times and forced
him into hurried throws.

Favre, who three times this sea-
son rallied his team to a comeback
victory in the final two minutes

despite a sore thumb on his throw-
inghand, was only 7-for-23for 120
yardsin, statistically, his worst per-
formance as a pro. ,

“Ididn’texpectto play like this,”
said Favre, the three-time league
MVP. “I didn’t expect to lose like
this.‘Games like this happen. It was
ugly. This is a character check.

“My thumb has been bothering
me all year, but it is not an excuse.
Idon’t want it to be.”

Broncos linebacker Bill
Romanowski said Favre “had a
smile on his face after every bad
throw, after every interception. He
played like he was frustrated. He
kept on smiling. I was like, ‘Keep
smiling, we’llkeep making plays.™

Griese, earning the startbecause of
Bubby Brister’s strained oblique

muscle, was 19-for-31 for 363 yards.

“Brian’s performance is what we
expectofhim,” DenvercoachMike
Shanahan said. “We had a total
team effort around him, and that’s
what made the difference.

“We made some strides today,
and we can build on that. Are we
where we want to be? No, not with
those early losses. But if we can
play the way we did today, we have
a good chance.”

The Broncosfinished with ahuge
edge in total offense (514-133),
first downs (28-5) and time of pos-
session (45:14-14:46).

Green Bay, which entered the
game ranked No. 1 in the NFL in
total offense (414.0yards per game)
and passing (310.5), had only 21

. yards rushing and 112 passing.

Yankees. . .

Continued from page 32

first killed the Red Sox in a
postseason game against a New
York team.

After falling behind 1-0 on
Darryl Strawberry’s second-in-
ning homer- adrive off the screen
attached to the Pesky Pole down
the right-field line -the Red Sox
tied it in the bottom half on Troy
O’Leary’s RBI single and went
ahead on Jose Offerman’s run-
scoring single in the third.

But the Yankees’ turnaround
started with the next batter. John
Valentin doubled off the Green
Monster in left, and Bernie Will-
iams made a quick relay throw to
Derek Jeter, who threw out
Offerman at the plate.

Williams reached on an infield
single with one out in the bottom
half, and took second when short-
stop Nomar Garciaparra’s throw
bounced into the Boston dugout -
his fourth error of the series.

Tino Martinez followed with a

game-tying double to right-cen-
ter, with the 2-2 score on the old

manual scoreboard in the Green
Monster matching the 2-2 score
of the NLCS game, then in the
14th inning.

Saberhagen then walked Straw-
berry intentionally after falling
behind 3-0in the count, and Scott
Brosius struck out, bringing up
Chad Curtis.

He hitaneasy grounderto Mike
Stanley at first, who made the
throw to Saberhagen covering the
bag with plenty of time to spare.

But as Saberhagen stepped on
the base while trying to catch the
throw, the ball popped out of his

. glove and fell to the field as

Martinez scored from second.
Thirteen years ago, the Red Sox
lost Game 6 of the World Series at
Shea Stadium whenfirstbaseman
Bill Buckner allowed Mookie
Wilson’s 10th-inning grounder to
roll through aslegs. That, as much
as the trade of Babe Ruth to the
Yankees in 1920, has become a
symbol of Boston’s failure to win

the World Series since 1918.
Boston didn’t get a runner past
first base until the ninth.

Pettitte slumped during the first
four months, going just 12-9. But

Torre told owner George
Steinbrenner to keep Pettitte be-
cause he could pitch under
postseason pressure, and Pettitte
proved his manager right.

After throwing 7 1-3 innings of
one-run ball against Texas in the
first round, Pettitte allowed just
seven hits against Boston.

Mariano Rivera, who got the
win in Game 1 and the save in
Game 2, relieved after Offerman
reached on an infield hit with one
oufintheeighth - second baseman
Chuck Knoblauch fumbled the
hard-hit grounder, then threw
wide of first base.

But second base umpire Tim
Tschida called Offerman out - it
was not immediately clear if he
thought Knoblauch tagged himor
ruled the runner went out of the
baseline.

In the series opener, second-
base umpire Rick Reed failed to
call Knoblauch for dropping a
throw, when the correct call would
have given Boston two on and no
outs in the eighth inning. Will-
iams’ 10th-inning homer won it.

After that, the Yankees broke it
open in the ninth.

Warning . . .

Continued from page 9

on Saipan.

The foreign service regulation
of the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of the Philip-

pines requires Filipinos abroad to
register with the nearest Philip-
pine post in their area or country
for which they located.

Santos said reports on al-
leged sale of the Philippine
identification card keep on
coming.

He denied participation of any

consulate staff into the caper.

“We always issue receipts for
whatever transaction and services
the consulate is providing,” the
vice consul said.

It was the first time that such a
report involving the sale of any
Philippine document on Saipan
was reported.

Dotts . ..

Continued from page 9

dence at trial.

In opposition to AGO’s mo-
tion, Doits said the truck will not
fit in the elevator of the Judicial
Complex.

“Ttisunlikely that it (truck) will
be able to be driven up the stairs
to the second floor courtroom.

Why doesn’t the government just
take a picture of the truck and
present the picture to the jury?”
Dotts said.

Apparently, the lawyer said, an
unknown witness will “identify”
the truck as being present at the
crime scene.

“Does the government expect
to place the truck in a “line-up”
and have the witnesspick the Basa
truck out in front of the jury? Or

does the government plan to have
the truck seated in the audience at
trial with several other trucks and
when the prosecutor asks the wit-
ness on direct examination “do
you see the truck in the court-
room?” Dotts said.

The mysterious witness, the
lawyer stated, will then stand up
inthe witness box and point to the
backrow and say ““that truck, right
there!”

DPH...

Continued from page 9

Due to the current shortage in
DPH staff, the courses will be
held at night after working hours,
the health chief added.

The program will notinvolve a
medical or psychiatric process. It
is a practical approach based on
*“the Grief Recovery Handbook,
the Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and
Other Losses” published by
HarperCollins.

The tuition is free. The only

cost to participants will be the
purchase of the handbook for
about $15.

Due to a shortage of appropri-
ate DPH facilities, the courses
will be held at the Public School
Systern resource Facility (PREL)
office located at the Bank of Ha-

“waii building.

Still. . .

Continued from page 32

down, and we couldn’t throw
strikes in the last inning,” Braves
manager Bobby Cox said. “No
excuses. You still have to throw
strikes. Both teams played tough.
Itwas anunbelievable ballgame.”

Ventura didn’t get a chance to
circle the bases, but it didn’t mat-
ter. One run was all the Mets
needed to cap an incredible day
and keep their season alive.

“I was just looking for some-
thing in the middle of the plate I
could getinthe air,” Venturasaid.
“Everybody had all the tough at-

bats before me, mine I was just -

trying to put the barrel on it. As

.long as I got to first base, I don’t
care. It was a great game to be
involved in, to win it.”

The Mets swept the Pirates on
the final weekend to force a wild-
card playoff with Cincinnati, win-
ning that game 5-0 to earn its first
postseason berth since 1988.

After putting themselves in an
0-3 hole against the Braves, they
need another four-game streak to
advance to the World Series.

New York is halfway there,
though the series now shifts back
to Atlanta. Game 7, which seemed
improbable just a couple of days
ago, would be Wednesday night
if needed.

The Mets become only the sec-
ond team in baseball history to
win as many as two games after

dropping the first three in a’

postseason series. The Bravesdid
it last year before losing Game 6
to the Padres in the NLCS.

The most important game of
the season ended with a pair of
rookies on the mound:
McGlinchey and 23-year-old
Octavio Dotel for the Mets.

The New York bullpen pitched
10 shutout innings before Atlanta
broke through against Dotel in
the 15th. Walt Weiss led off with
a single, stole second while
McGlinchey was striking out and
came home when Lockhart hit a
drive to deep right-center, falling
just out of the reach of Dunston.

Atlanta set a postseason mark
by leaving 19 runners on base,
while the Mets used a record nine

pitchers, including Game 2 starter .

Kenny Rogers. Rick Reed, who
pitched the previous day, was
warming up to pitch the 16th, but
he wasn’t needed.

The last four games in what is
becoming a classic series have
been decided by one run. Atlanta
won the first game 4-2.

It was the longest LCS game by
innings since the Mets needed 16
to beat Houston in the deciding
game of the 1988 NL series. It
was the longest postseason game
by time ever, surpassing the S-
hour, 13-minute marathon be-
tween the New York Yankees and
Seattle Mariners in Game 2 of a
1995 division series.

The game was played in a light

rain from the sixth inning on, but
more than half of the sellout crowd
of 55,723 stayed around to watch
one of the classic postseason
games in baseball history. They
even got a chance to do a “14th
Inning Stretch.”

“Our crowd was great tonight,
Ventura said. “They’re partly re-
sponsible for this.” '

The Braves, after falling be-
hind 2-0 in the first with Game 1
winner Greg "Maddux on the
mound, put up 13 consecutive
zeros on the scoreboard. Benny
Agbayani walked and stole sec-
ond in the 14th, making him the
first Mets player to get that far
since the sixth. But Rey Ordonez
grounded out to second toend the
inning.

Mets nemesis John Rocker
made his fifth straight appear-
ance, pitching 1 1-3 scoreless in-
nings, striking out two and keep-
ing up his war of words with the
Shea Stadium faithful each time
he walked back to the dugout.

The Braves gambled for a vic-
tory in the top of the 13th when
Chipper Jones doubled into the
right-field corner on a hit-and-
run with Lockhart breaking from
first.

”

It didn’t pay off. Melvin Mora

retrieved the ball in the right-field

corner, threw to second baseman .

Alfonzo, who wheeled and made
a perfect one-hop throw home to
Piazza.

Lockhart, who was still at least
10 feet from home, tried to run
overthe Mets catcherbutcouldn’t
knock the ball away.

‘Piazza suffered a strained

_ right forearm on the play, though

he batted in the bottom of the
13th. '

After striking out to end the
inning, he was replaced by Pratt.

Olerud, the hero of Game 4,
came through again in the first
inning against Maddux, driving a
two-run homerover the right-field
fence. Olerud also homered the
previous night and drove in all
three runs in New York’s victory.

Masato Yoshii, making his sec-
ond start of the series, heard chants
of “Yoshii! Yoshii!” when he
struck out the first two hitters and
breezed through the first three
innings, allowing only one
baseninner.

Buthe couldn’tgetan outinthe
fourth. Bret Boone and Chipper
Jones led off with back-to-back
doubles, cutting New York’s lead
to2-1.BrianJordan followed with
a single to left, bringing home
Jones with the tying run. After
Yoshii walked Klesko, the Mets
called on Orel Hershiser, who
escaped the jam and went on to
pitch 3 1-3 scoreless innings.

Maddux bounced back from
Olerud’s homer to pitch seven
strong innings, allowing seven
hits, striking out five and walking
noone. He was bombed in his last
New York appearance, giving up
eight straight hits without getting
an out in the fourth inning - in-
cluding a grand slam by Olerud.
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ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) —
Venus Williams can manage
quite nicely on her own.

Playing for the first time at a
tournament without a family
member withher, she routed top-
ranked Martina Hingis 6-3, 6-4
Sunday to win the Swisscom
Challenge.

She did not drop a set all tour-
nament in earning her ninth ca-
reertitle. She also denied Hingis
the chance to win a title in her
home country for the first time.

“My parents had confidence
in me and I'm glad I didn’t dis-
appoint them,” said Williams,
whose family remained in
Florida, caughtup in the swirl of
studies, work and Hurricane

being without them at the start
of the tournament.

“Naturally, as everybody gets
older you have to start doing
things on your own,” she said.
“That’s what I did here, so I
really deserved this title.”

Williams, seeded second,
scored her second consecutive
victory over Hingis. She beat

finals two weeks ago.
“I played my game and I have
a lot of power,” said Williams,

Irene. “I was a little nervous "

herin the Grand Slam Cupsemi- -

Venus beat Hingis

Switzerland’s Martina Hingis (right) looks on as Venus Williams of the U.S. (left) laughs holding the trophy

after her 6-3, 6-4, victory in the Swisscom Challenge in Kloten, Switzerland Sunday. ap

who lost last year’s final to com-
patriot Lindsay Davenport. “I"ve
played her enough to know what"
to expect from her.
“Martinadoesn’t give youmuch

when you play so you have to
become selfish and not give her
anything, either.”

Hingis reached the. final in
Zurichonly once before -in 1996.

“I had my chances, especially
in the second set, butI was simply
unable to close out the points,”

said Hingis, who last week won,

her seventh title this season in

Filderstadt, Germany.

“Ican’t say I'm really disap-
pointed because she was play-
ing better than me, but with
some more physical training I
can beat her again.”

Before 6,000 fans crammed |
into the Kloten sports hall,
Hingis had trouble with Will-
iams’ power game in the first
set and struggled to hold serve.
Williams broke to lead 4-3 and
again at 5-3 to win the set.

Hingis then squandered two
break points in the opening game
of the second set. Williams
moved ahead 4-2 but Hingis
surged back and drew to 5-4.

Then Hingis made her fatal
error; Offered an easy point
when Williams’ ball tipped the
net, Hingis sent aforehand wide,
giving the American the break,
set, match and title.

Hingis lastdefeated Williams
in the U.S. Open in September.
Hingis won that semifinal be-
fore losing the final to Venus’.
sister, Serena. ,

Hingis still holds an 8-5 ad-
vantage in the series between
the 19-year-old stars. However,
Williams leads 3-2 this season,
having also beaten Hingis in
the Italian Open semifinals.
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Ali says he will fight
exhibition match

NEW YORK, (Reuters) -
Boxing legend Muhammad
Ali, 57, was quoted on Sun-
day as saying he planned to
fight an exhibition bout over
15 rounds despite suffering from
Parkinson's disease.

“Letme tell you something that
will shock the earth,” Ali told
Newsweek magazine in an inter-
view,

“I'm going to train and get
in really good shape, lose 35
pounds and do an exhibition

in Madison Square Garden
with two or three contenders.

“I"ll dance for 15 rounds, and
whip them. I haven’t forgotten.
I'll be weighing in at 210 pounds.
I'l] just say, ‘I am returned. Get
the contract,”” Newsweek quoted
Alias saying. He gave no date for
the planned fight.

Al first won the world
heavyweight boxing title in
1964 from Sonny Liston. His
last fight was a 10-round loss
to Trevor Berbick in 1981.

Furyk three-peats in Vegas

LAS VEGAS, (Reuters) - In
America’s gambling capital, few
people have hit the jackpot as
often as Jim Furyk.
Furykusedarunof three straight
birdies late in Sunday’s fifth and
final round toedge Jonathan Kaye
and win the Las Vegas Invita-
tional for the third time in five
years. .
Allbutoneof Furyk’s four PGA
Tourtitleshave come atthisevent,
including the first of his career in
1995 and a one-shot triumph in
1998 that ended a two-year vic-
tory drought.
Furyk two-putted for par at the

203

JUST SAY ‘NO’ TO DRUGS!

Jim Furyk and his wife Tabitha la

18th green to complete a 6-under-
par 66, finishing with a 90-hole
total of 29-under 331. Kaye bird-
ied the 18th for a 64 but ended up
one shot back.

“To go out into the day leading
by three and shoot a 66 and win by
one, he put a lot of pressure on
me,” Furyk said. “It made me
eam it.” )

With a three-shot lead to start
the day, Furyk had just three bird-
ies through 13 holes on a rela-
tively easy scoring day at the TPC
at Summerlin. Gusting winds
made conditions brutal on Satur-
day and only two players - Furyk

ugh while posing with Las Vegas

following the Las Vegas Invitational on Sunday. Ap :

showgirls at te TPC at Summerlin

and Glen Day - managed to break
par.

The win turned around an oth-
erwise disappointing season for
Furyk, who had only one top-five
in 23 starts entering this event.
The $450,000 first prize bumped
him from 24th to 12th on this
year’s money list with over $1.6
million. He finished third in total
money last season.

The highlight of Furyk’s year
may have been at the Ryder Cup,
where he routed phenom Sergio
Garcia in his singles match Sun-
day as the United States came
back to beat Europe.
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NEW YORK (AP) —Afteral5-
inning classic, the New York Mets
are halfway to their most stun-
ning comeback of all.

Robin Ventura’s grand slam-
turned-single drove home the win-
ning run and gave the New York
Mets a 4-3 victory over the At-
lanta Braves in Game 5 of the NL
championship series, the longest
postseason contestin baseball his-
tory.

The 5-hour, 46-minute game
ended in total confusion, withtwo
runners crossing the plate while
Ventura was mobbed by his team-
mates before he could get to sec-
ond base. Workers pulled up the
bases, the umpires left the field
and not even the official scorer
knew the score: 4-3, 5-3 or 7-3.

“I never saw it go out. Did it?”
Mets manager Bobby Valentine
said as reporters told him of the
confusion over the final score.
“Then it’s a grand slam. But he
never touched the bases? I'll be
doggone.” :

About 10minutes after the game
ended, the scorer announced that
Ventura was credited with a run-
scoring single and the final was 4-
3. But the umpires said the score
was 5-3, counting both runners
who came home before the cel-
ebration. Finally, the NL ruled it
4-3, saying official scorer Red
Foley and the Elias Sports Bureau
were responsible for the final de-
cision.

The margin didn’t matter. The
Mets forced a Game 6 in Atlanta
on Tuesday night.

“They re awful tough down

New York Mets Robin Ventura (3FfDL-BOTTOM) is mobbed byteammates (2ndL- Fi) Rey Ordonez Todd

Pratt, Darryl Hammilton and Benny Agbayani after Ventura drove in the winning run in the 15thinningin ‘Game
5 of the NLCS October 17. New York defeated Atlanta 4-3. REUTERS

there,” Ventura said. “I'm just
glad we’re actually going back
after getting down 3-0.

The Braves still lead the best-
of-7 series 3-2, but this was an-
other devastating blow after los-
ing the previous night 3-2 on John
Olerud’s two-out, two-run single
in the elghth mnmg

New York Yankees’ Joe Girardi (L) tags out Boston Red Sox’ Jose
Offerman during third inning action in Game 4 of the American
League Championship Series in Boston October 17. Offerman tried
to score on a double by John Valentin. REUTERS

Yankees Wm Now

Atlanta was three outs away
from reaching the World Series
for the first time since 1996 after
Keith Lockhart’s two-out, run-
scoring triple in the top of the
15th broke a 2-2 tie - the first runs
scored in the game since the third.

But the Mets, who had to win
thelr ﬁnal four games of the regu-

BOSTON (AP) — Taking ad-
vantage of Buckner’s curse as
much asthe Bambino’s, the New
York Yankees moved withinone
victory of their third trip to the
World Series in four seasons.

Pitcher Bret Saberhagen’s
bungled throw allowed the go-
ahead run to score in the fourth
inning, and the Boston Red Sox
made three other errors before
Ricky Ledee’s ninth-inning
grand slam as New York won 9-
2 Sunday night for a 3-1 lead in
the AL Championship Series.

Without Pedro Martinez, who
threw seven shutout innings Sat-
urday in Boston’s record 13-1
rout, the Red Sox went back to
their old, bumbling, ways.

With New York clinging to a
3-2lead in the eighth, a second-
base umpire blew a key call for
the second time in the best-of-7
series.

leads 3-1

lar season just to make the
postseason, would not die.

After fouling off pitch after
pitch, Shawon Dunston led off
the home half of the 15th with a
single to center against 22-year-
old rookie Kevin McGlinchey,
who thenwalked pinch-hitter Matt
Franco.

S et A T vt el et

After aclosecall at first base -
went against the Red Sox open-
ing the ninth, the game was
stopped after manager Jimy
Williams was ejected and fans
then threw bottles and other
objects on the field, causing
the Yankees to go back to the
dugout while an announcement
was made of a possible forfeit.

Andy Pettitte allowed two -
runs over 7 1-3 innings, im-
proving to2-0in the postseason -
and again showing why man-
ager Joe Torre insisted he not |
be traded. |

The Yankees try to wrap up
their record 36th AL pennant
on Monday night, when Or-
lando Hernandez pitches
against Boston’s Kent Mercker
in a rematch of Game 1 start-
ers.

Once again, a grounder to

Continued on page 30

Edgardo Alfonzo bunted the
runners to second and third be-
fore McGlinchey walked Olerud
intentionally to load the bases.
Todd Pratt, who entered the game
in the 14th after Mike Piazza suf-
fered a strained right forearm,
walked on five pitches to force in
the tying run.

" With the Shea Stadium crowd
drowning out the sound of jets
flying overhead, Ventura, who
was 1-for-18 in the series, drove a
1-1 pitch over the left-field wall
for an apparent grand slam.

“Both teams were wearing

Continued on page 30°

Atlanta Braves’ Chipper Jones
(10) is congratulated by team-
mates after scoring on teammate
Brian Jordan’s single inthe fourth
lnnlng AP

THIS IS to inform all inter-
ested teams, coaches and man-

agers, that there will be a
coaches/managers meeting on
Thursday, October 21, at 5:30
p.m. at the Gilbert C. Ada
Gymnasium  Conference
Room.

This will be the final meet-
ing in preparation for the up-
coming Halloween Tourna-
ment to be held on Friday,
October 22 through Sunday,
October 24,

The sponsor for this year’s Hal-
loween Tournament is Commu-
nication Specialist, Inc.

Allinterested coaches/man-
agers should attend. For more
information, you may contact
Robert Guerrero at 235-1580
or Liz Palacios at 235-9890/
234-6946/2363740. '

Waiver forms may also be
picked up from the individu-
als listed above.
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