
University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box SP02 Box SP2, Folder 09

Speeches and messages: 1974 (1 of 2):
Kona Coffee Festival

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Speeches, Speeches and messages, Box SP2, Folder 9
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/71902

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/


SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE, Kona Coffee Festival, 
Kona, Hawaii

August 16. J9?4

A few weeks ago, I was Invited to a function in Washington which 
was scheduled for today, Naturally, I declined. explaining my com- 
mitment to participate in this Kona coffee festival, My explanation 
was received with skepticism. I was asked why I would travel this 
long distance to speak un a product that ranks at the bottom of our 
cash crops. My friends suggested that a speech on sugar or pine- 
apple would bo understandable, but coffee? Unfortunately, I did 
not have time to explain why I find this festival important enough 
to spend more than 24 hours in travel time to be with you.

Ths U.S. coffee industry may be relatively small, but it is very 
Important. It provides jobs -- precious jobs. It provides dollars 
that would otherwise be lost to foreign sources, Although most 
Americans are unaware, Kona coffee is the only commercially 
grown coffee in the United States, We produce only see per cent 
of the coffee consumed by the American consumer, Yet, because 
of this fact, the United States sits as a member of the International 
Coffee Council --as a producer nation. This places us in an in­
fluential policy position where we can have a real impact on the 
quality and supply of coffee.

So to those of you who patiently plant the seeds, cultivate the plants 
and pick the rippened berry — keep in mind, your activity has a 
positive impact upon a small, tut significant segment of our foreign 
policy.

Today, there is a tendency for Americans to think big. Small has 
meant inefficient to too many people. Hugh manufacturing plants,



corporate have been build and have even
looked to as the answer for our economic and agricultural problems. 
This tendency has had a discouraging effect on the family farmer, 
causing small farms to close for fear of the inability of competing 
with the agribusiness giants. Accordingly, some in Hawaii suggest 
that we withdraw from the coffee growing industry and replace 
with another cash crop. I remember your attempts with passion 
fruit, I note that most of you have returned to coffee.

Despite the difficulties the Kona coffee growers have endured, they 
have persisted in their efforts, it has been a profitable persistence
for the most part.

I congratulate you on your persistence and success. 
I pledge my support to you and to the important role you play in our 
State's economy and our nation's foreign policy.
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