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WELCOME BY THE HON. DANIEL K. AKAKA
PACIFIC COAST METAL TRADES DISTRICT COUNCIL
TUESDAY, JULY:5; 1988
HYATT REGENCY HOTEL
JULY 5, 1988

IT IS WITH THE GREATEST OF PLEASURE THAT I JOIN YOU THIS 

MORNING IN OPENING THIS MEETING OF THE PACIFIC COAST METAL 

TRADES DISTRICT COUNCIL. TO OUR FRIENDS FROM THE WEST COAST, 

I BID A FOND WELCOME AND A TRULY WARM ALOHA, AND TO EVERYONE 

HERE WHO HAS GIVEN SO MUCH OF THEMSELVES TO PUTTING THIS 

GATHERING TOGETHER, I SAY "MAHALO FOR A JOB WELL DONE."

I FEEL A STRONG TIE INDEED WITH ALL OF YOU, THE PEOPLE 

YOU REPRESENT, THE CAUSES YOU SUPPORT AND THE PHILOSOPHIES YOU 

HOLD.

BACK IN THE 194OS, I WORKED AS A WELDER WITH THE 

HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC COMPANY AND THE U.S. ENGINEERS DEPARTMENT. 

I WAS A DIESEL ENGINEER WITH THE U.S. CORPS OF ENGINEERS IN 

SAIPAN AND TINIAN, A MECHANIC WITH THE ARMY AT SAND ISLAND AND 

FIRST MATE NAVIGATOR ON THE MORNING STAR VI SCHOONER.

MY FATHER, KAHIKINA AKAKA, WAS ONE OF HAWAII'S LONGEST- 

STANDING UNION MEMBERS. HE JOINED THE MOLDERS UNION IN 1912, 

SERVING AS SECRETARY OF THE HAWAII LOCAL, WHILE EMPLOYED AT 

THE HONOLULU IRON WORKS. MOREOVER, MY BROTHER, JOHN, WHO 

RETIRED FROM THE POSTAL SERVICE, IS CURRENTLY VICE PRESIDENT 

OF THE MUSICIANS ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII, LOCAL 677.

AS YOU CAN SEE, MY CONCERNS FOR THE WORKING MAN AND



WOMAN STEM FROM VERY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND RELATIONSHIPS.

LABOR HAS COME A LONG WAY SINCE TRADE UNIONS FIRST BEGAN 

IN OUR COUNTRY TO ORGANIZE FOR THE PURPOSES OF COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING ABOUT WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS, AND FOR THE 

PROMOTION OF THE GENERAL INTERESTS OF THOSE WHO FORM THE 

CRITICAL GEARS OF OUR NATION'S ECONOMIC ENGINE.

YOUR UNION AND ITS AFFILIATES WERE BORN IN RESPONSE TO A 

CRY FOR HELP FROM DEDICATED PEOPLE WHOM OTHERS WOULD SEEK TO 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IN THE WORKPLACE. HOWEVER, AS WE CONTINUE 

TO SEEK FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, WE 

MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER, AS WELL, THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO 

MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVEL OF COMMUNICATION AMONG 

OURSELVES. ACHIEVING THIS GOAL CALLS FOR TRAINING, 

SENSITIVITY, KNOWLEDGE AND THE CONSTANT TRANSFER OF 

INFORMATION. YOUR MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON; HOW 

TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS GOING ONE. ONLY IN THIS FASHION, CAN 

VALID, USEFUL AND BALANCED DECISIONS BE MADE.

THANKFULLY, AS THE REAGAN YEARS DRAW TO A CLOSE, WE ARE 

SEEING A RESURGENCE OF INTEREST IN AND APPRECIATION OF THE 

BLUE COLLAR WORKERS OF OUR COUNTRY. OUR DREAM HAS ALWAYS BEEN 

BASED UPON THE PRIDE WE HAVE IN WHAT WE DO, OUR ABILITY TO 

SUPPORT OURSELVES AND OUR FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY AND THE 

ASSURANCE THAT WE CAN IMPROVE OUR POSITION IN THE WORKPLACE 

THROUGH DILIGENCE AND INITIATIVE. THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 

DONE THEIR BEST TO TRAMPLE ON THAT DREAM OVER THE PAST EIGHT 

YEARS, BUT THEY HAVE UNDERESTIMATED OUR RESOLVE.
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AS YOU BEGIN THIS CONVENTION, HOLD THAT RESOLVE FIRMLY. 

YOU ARE HERE TO PROMOTE AWARENESS, STIMULATE THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF NEW ENDEAVORS AND BRING ABOUT THE SUBSTANTIVE EXCHANGE OF 

IDEAS ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE LOST OF THOSE YOU REPRESENT: THE 

MOST VITAL COGS IN THE MECHANISM OF OUR DEMOCRACY, THE WORKING 

MEN AND WOMEN OF AMERICA.

MANY OF YOU HERE TO DAY ARE EXPERIENCING THE BEAUTY OF 

THE ALOHA STATE FOR THE FIRST TIME. WHAT YOU WILL BE TOLD 

(AND WHAT YOU WILL DISCOVER) IS THAT OUR GREATEST BEAUTY LIES 

IN OUR PEOPLE...THE LOVE WE HOLD FOR OUR FELLOW CITIZENS OF 

THE WORLD AND THE TENACITY WITH WHICH WE DEFEND THE RIGHT OF 

LIFE WITH DIGNITY FOR ALL PEOPLE. WE SHARE THIS WITH YOU. WE 

FIGHT THE SAME FIGHT.

THE PERSONAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL AFFINITY I HAVE FOR YOU 

AND YOUR COLLEAGUES HAS ALWAYS GUIDED ME IN MY DELIBERATIONS. 

HOWEVER, AS WITH ANY CLOSE FAMILY, I MUST CONTINUE TO DEPEND 

UPON YOUR HANDS, YOUR MINDS AND YOUR VOICES, ALL WORKING IN 

HARMONY, TO JOIN ME IN HELPING TO BRING ABOUT THE REALIZATION 

OF OUR MUTUAL GOALS. IN THAT WAY, WE MAY STUMBLE, BUT WE WILL 

NEVER FALL. WE UPLIFT EACH OTHER.

I WISH EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU A MOST SUCCESSFUL, 

ENJOYABLE AND PRODUCTIVE SESSION. I COMMEND YOUR EFFORTS ON 

BEHALF OF YOUR RESPECTIVE MEMBERSHIPS AND LOOK FORWARD TO THE 

BENEFIT OF YOUR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

IN SERVING YOUR PEOPLE WELL, YOU SERVE YOUR COUNTRY WELL, AND 

I SALUTE YOU ALL. THANK YOU.
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