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EXECGUFIVE OFFICEOF THE PRESIDENT
THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Abercrombie:

Thank you for your letter urging imposition of an effective remedy for the steel industry
under section 201 of the Trade Act of 1974. The President has asked me to respond.

This Administration is very much aware of the problems facing the U.S. steel industry,
and we are committed to addressing these problems in an effective manner. Your
comments will be carefully considered as we prepare a recommendation for the President.

As you know, on October 22, 2001, the U.S. International Trade Commission found that
imports valued at over $10 billion a year were harming U.S. manufacturers and workers.
These products accounted for approximately 74%, by volume, of United States steel
imports.

On December 19, 2001, the ITC issued a report containing its recommendation as to what
action the President should take in response to the import surge. On January 3, 2002, I
requested additional information from the ITC, which must respond by February 4, 2002.
We expect the President’s Section 201 decision to be made in early March.

Throughout the process of developing Administration steel policies, we have consulted
closely with steel producers, steel workers, and interested Members of Congress, and we
will continue to do so as we work to address the problems facing the steel industry.
Thank you for your interest in this important issue.

* Sincerely,

R




