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KUNIA:

SPECIAL ISSUE

WONG OUT AS PRINCIPAL

After seven months the forty
parents from Kunia who petitioned
to have William Wong, principal of
Kunia Elementary transferred finally
got the answer they wanted., On
Tuesday, February 17 Liberato Viduya
(DOE Central District Superintendent)
informed Ben Cariaga, chairperson
of the Concerned Parents of Kunia,
that Wong will be transferred from
Kunia Elementary by Feb. 22.

The news came as a great relief
to the parents who had been trying
to get that decision for serveral
months. 'Sometimes we felt like
giving up," said Carridad Dagan a
spokesperson for the parents, '"Our
friends would tell us that we will

never be able to get Wong transferred.

Some of us even thought of putting
our children in another school

Kalpasan iti pito a bulan a panag-
pitisyunda nga ikaten ni William Wong
nga prinsipal iti Kunia School,
naawat dagiti 40 a nagannak dita Kunia
iti dawdawatenda. Idi Pebrero 17,
inimbaga ni Liberato Viduya (DOE
Central District Superintendent)
kenni Ben Cariaga, pangulo iti Con-
cerned Parents of Kunia, nga maialis
ni Wong dita Kunia School into
Pebrero 22,

Naragsak la unay dagiti taga-Kunia
idi naawatda dayta a damag. ''Mamin
ano nga kayat mi ag-give up," kuna
ni Caridad Dagan, maysa kadagiti
liderato ti nagannak. 'Bagbagaanda
kami pay dagiti gagayyem mi nga nari-
gat nga maikat ni Wong. Kayat payen
dagiti dadduma nga ipanda ti annakda
iti sabali nga eskuwela. Ngem intu-
loy mi ti araramiden mi ta importante
iti edukasyon dagiti ubbing."

(continued p. 2)



(from p. 1)

because of Mr. Wong. But we kept
on because the education of all the
children in Kunia was at stake."

The parents had sent their first
petition asking Viduya to transfer
Wong in July 1980. He held a meeting
with Wong, and HCEA representative
and representatives of the parents
and teachers, The DOE officials
asked the parents to give Wong
another chance for one more year.
The parents were disappointed and
angry.

Sometime after that they contacted
the Filipino Immigrant Rights Organ-
ization (FIRO) to assist them with
their problems, Joe Florendo, co-
coordinator of the FIRO said, "We
found that there were many different
kinds of complints the parents had,
from minor problems like not letting
the children use the sports equipment
to major problems like the lack of
adequate programs for the students
of limited English-speaking ability.
It was clear that he had lost the
trust and confidence of the parents
largely because of his chauvinist
attitudes toward the Filipinos, We
saw that it would be hard to get down
to the real policy issues without
first dealing with the immediate
problem that the parents had with

Wong. " (continued p. 4)

Immuna nga dinawat dagiti nagannak
kenni Viduya nga ialis na ni Wong idi
Julio 1980. Ngem kalpasan idi nagmi-
mitingda kadagiti opisyales ti DOE,
kayat met ni Viduya nga maikkan ni
Wong iti maysa pay a tawen dita Kunia
Elementary.

Nauppapay la unay dagiti nagannak.
Kalpasan dimmawatda iti tulong ti
Filipino Immigrant Rights Organiza-
tion (FIRO). Kuna ni Joe Florendo,
co-cordinator ti FIRP, '"Naammuan mi
nga adu iti reklamo dagiti nagannak,
manipud iti babassit inggana dakkel
a problema, kas iti kurang a tulong’
ti eskuwela kadagiti ubbing a di unay
makasarita ti English. Nakita mi nga
awan ti talek dagiti nagaennak kenni
Wong.
na kadagiti Pilipino. Saan a masol-
bar dagiti importante a problema Ci
ububbing no saan a masolbar dagiti
reklamo ti nagannak kenni Wong."

Tinulongan ti FIRO dagiti nagannak

nga yamammo iti problemada kenni
Charles Clark, Superintend ti DOE,
miembros ti Board of Education, ken
dagiti opisyales ti gobierno. Impa-

tulodda ti naatiddog a list a napunno |

iti di-umdas nga aramid ni Wong.
(continued p. 3)
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FIRO assisted the parents in
raising the issue to Charles Clark,
(DOE Superintendent), the Board.of
Education and the representatives
and senators from their district,

The parents sent a long list of
grievances against Wong complaining
of his disregard for the Kunia Fili-
pino community's cultural values and
social backgrounds; his arbitrary
and authoritative manner of making
decisions affecting the education
of their children without proper
consultation; the divisions he had
encouraged among the school staff;
and his failure to manage the
school's resources to meet the chil-

dren's needs, especially in the area.

of bilingual services.
Mrs. Dagan said, 'We would go to

him with our concerns about our chil-

dren's education and he would just
say, 'I am the principal and I have
the authority'." Mr. Cariaga added,
“"For me the main problem with Mr.
Wong was that he insulted the Fili-
pinos. I used to be good friends
with him, but ever since he insulted
the Filipinos in Kunia in the news-—
paper I lost my trust in him."
Senator Cayetano, Representative
Shito and Viduya responded to the
letter. On January 31, Viduya again
met with the parents. According to
the parents he did not give them a
straight answer and tried to make
the problems appear small. However,
the parents remained firm with their
demand Hwt Wong be removed. No
commitments were made by the DOE
in that meeting except that an
answer would be given in 2 weeks.

The education system must let
our children be proud of our
culture and language, not just
the white American ways !

Kuna ni Mrs. Dagan, "kasaoen mi no
ka ni Wong kadatiti parikutmi, ngem
ibagana met kaniami nga awan ti
maaramidmi to isu kano iti prinmsipal."
Kuna met ne Cariaga, 'Para kaniak,
ti kadakkelan a problema me kenni
Wong ket idi ininsultona dagiti Pili-
pino idiay warnakan, naawanan ti talek
ko kaniana."

Idi naawatda ti damag panggep iti

panag-iddat kenni Wong, maragsakan
la unay dagiti nagannak.
ne Beverly Calizo, maysa a miembro
iti grupo dita Kunia, "Masapul nga
adda karbengan tayo nga agpili iti
baro a prinsipal ken marisut dagita
saan umdas nga naaramid ni Wong.'"

Kuna met

(continued p. 4)

& .



When the news of Wong's tranmsfer
finally came, all of the parents were
very happy. Beverly Calizo, another
member of the Kunia group said, "Now
we must be sure that parents help
select the new principal and share
in the setting of new policies for
thegehool. There were a lot of bad
policies that were set up by Mr.
Wong and parents neced to have input
to change those policies."

Marvie Tacazon a member of FIRO and
the Union of Democratic Filipinos
(KDP) added, "It's about time the DOE
has recognized the parents concerns.,
It's very clear that if the parents
did not persist in voicing their
concern nothing would have happened.
I think Viduya was counting on the
feeling of hiya that we Filipinos
sometimes have, to keep the parents
from speaking out against Wong. For
sure, many parents felt afraid, at
first, to speak out in the meetings
with the officials, But the parents
really stood up for their children's
education. That's why they got this
decision last Tuesday., Now what's
important is that the parents be
giv?n a major role in the policy-

.making of the school, which wasn't
possible under Wong,'

Oun Sunday, February 22, Viduya
formally announces the news of Wong's
transfer to the parents., The Concerned
Pgrents of Kunia plan to ask him to
glve parents a role in selecting the

moving ?

DON'T FORGET TO GIVE US YOUR
NEW ADDRESS WHEN YOU MOVE SO
YOU CAN CONTINUE TO RECEIVE

TI PROGRESIBO! MAHALO!

new principal and setting school poli-
cies. With a large obstacle removed,

important changes in Kunia Elementary
can be made if the parents are given

a role in policy-making.

(Iltokano tramnslation)

Kuna met ni Marvie Tacazon, miembro
iti FIRO ken iti Katipunan ng mga
Demodratikong Pilipino (KDP), "Katiem-
ponanna nga mabigbig iti DOE dagiti
dawdawvaten ti naganunak., Ti panunot
ni Viduya ket agbutengken agbain
dagiti nagannak a Pilipino kenni Wong.
Pudno, idi umona mabutengda nga
agsarita iti saungo ti opisyales ken
autoridad. Ngem intakder dagiti
nagannzk iti kasayaatan ti ububbingda.
Isu nga naalada ti dawdawatenda nga
ilablabanda. Importante itatta ti
karbengan iti nagannak a makitaripnong
iti panakarisut kadagiti di-umdas nga
naararamid ni Wong."

KUNIA PARENTS -
MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENT

(The following is an excerpt
from a press statement made
by the Concerned Parents of
Kunia. The statement was
made to clarify the issue at
Kunia and respond to the
negative coverage by the
media on the parents.)

It is unfortunate that
Mr. Wong has responded to his
transfer by giving a false im-
pression about the situation
that led up to that decision.
It is also unfortunate that the
Dept. of Education has chosen to
remain silent on their decision
to transfer Mr. Wong. They have
not disclosed all the facts that
led to the decision to transfer
him, such as the grievances of
the Kunia parents and staff and
the reasons for the previous
transfers of Wong. Furthermore,
the media has given the false
impression that we parents at
Kunia do not want our children
to meet the DOE's educational
standards.

We want to set the record
straight. WE WANT OUR CHILDREN
TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS
FOR PROMOTION. WE DO NOT WANT
SOCIAL PROMOTIONS FOR OUR CHILDREN.

Many of our children have special
language needs and there are DOE
programs which could help our
children. Mr. Wong and the DOE
did not provide our children the
needed programs to advance the
quality of education at our school.

Now that the DOE has made the
decision to transfer Mr. Wong, they
should make a full disclosure of the
factors that led to that decision.
1t would show that improper retention
was only one of many issues. Other-
wise, why would Mr. Wong accept a
voluntary demotion rather than
defend his position?

The DOE's silence, in light of
Mr. Wong's accusations through the
media, wrongly places the entire
blame for this situation on us
parents and the teachers.

The DOE should have sent a
capable principal five and a half
years ago. The DOE should take
full responsibility for what has
occurred here at Kunia School., We
now ask the DOE to provide us with
a competent principal who will
be concerned for our children's
education and who will respect the
parents and teachers. -



Filipino children: agrowing breed of immigrants

in America. They come with their parents to a strange

}and where people speak another language. they come
in all ages - as infants, elementary school kids, even
high school tenagers.,

Many of them are afraid to speak English, afraid
tbey will be laughed at for their funny accent. Some
k1d§ suffer the embarassment of being kept back in
their grade simply because they "don't speak English
well." Others refuse to attend their classes and hang
out with their 'barkada' instead.

For immigrant children, the language problem indeed
presents a barrier; integrating fully into American
society becomes an extra handicap.

Bilingual education can help to bridge that gap.
As more and more Filipino and other immigrant children
come to America, the need for bilingual education will
become even greater, not less. It is a right that
?::ty immigrant child, parent and community must fight

REAGAN's PRESIDENCY: HARD TIMES AHEAD
for FILIPINOS & OTHER MINORITIES

Ronald Reagan became president
on Jan. 20 in a lavish display of
American militarism and extrava-
gance that cost the taxpayers
$4 million.

One of his first actions as pre-
sident was to lift price controls
on gas and oil which raised the .
price of gasoline to $1.60/gal. at
a heavy cost to consumers and a
huge profit to U.S. oil companies.

Then, at the end of January, his
head of the Dept. of Education,
Terrel Bell announced that the
federal government will dump the
regulations requiring bilingual
education in the nation's schools.

This was followed in early
February by the welcoming of
S. Korean dictator Chun Doo Hwan to
Washington and the promise of
billions of dollars worth of
F-16 fighter jets to his regime.
This signaled other dictators and
violators of human rights, like
Marcos, to make their bid for more
U.S. military aid to back up their
unpopular regimes.

On Feb, 18, Reagan announced
$41.4 billion in cuts to the CETA
programs, food stamps, school lunch

programs, medicaid, unemployment
benefits, social security, rental
subsidies, education and affir-
mative action - while giving a

$7 billion increase to the military
budget.

This was just the first month of
a four-year presidency that came
to power on a racist, anti-
immigrant and war-mongering plat-
form, strongly supported by con-
servatives and the right wing.
While seriously hurting all
working people in the U.S.,
Reagan's policies will hurt
minorities, like Filipinos, the
most.

We can expect increase right-—
wing attacks and harrasement of
minorities and immigrants. Reagan
and his right-wing supporters
have made it clear that "real
Americans" (non-immigrants)
should not have to compete with
immigrants for jobs.

It is likely that Filipinos
who have immigrated to the U.S.
at an annual rate of nearly
35,000 and other immigrant groups

(continued p. 8)
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will become targets of attacks and
increased harassement by the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS).

One wonders how notables such as
Joe Lazo and other pro-Marcos
supporters who formed "Filipinos
for Reagan" can justify their
support for him.

Internationally, we can expect
increased U.S. interference in the
"eritical' areas of the world
where wars for national liberation
such as in El Salvador and the
Philippines, threaten U,S. control.

The future is not bright unless
minorities in the U.S. can join

together with other progressive
movements such as the anti-nuclear,
anti-draft, and women's rights
groups to fight the racist, anti-
immigrant and militarist programs
of Reagan.

Groups such as the National
Filipino Immigrant Rights Organiza-
tion (NFIRO) will be working to
defend the rights of immigrants in
the hard times ahead.

The community's participation
in these efforts is importante

A TALK WITH A CONCERNED R
PARENT IN KUNIA

"Im very concerned about our chil-
dren's future. The kind of princi-
pal we had at Kunia was not the
best example for our children be-
cause he did not meet the needs of

our children for a better education."

Aida Corales talked with TI PRO-
GRESIBO about why she joined in the
struggle to get a new principal for
Kunia Elementary School. "I lost
my confidence and trust in Mr. Wong
because of his poor administration)"
Aida said,

Aida is an active member of the

- Concerned Parents of Runia. She

was among the first parents to speak
out against the principal of Kunia
when he held back 43 students from

moving on to the next grad: last year.

When the parents began to organize
the community around the issue, Aida
volunteered to go around the neigh-
borhood during the day to talk to
parents whose children also attend
Runia; she works full time in the
evening at the Del Monte plantation,

"At first I was afraid to talk
against the principal. But I was
encouraged by the other parents who
said we have the right to speak out
against what we feel is wrong," she
said,

This is the first time that Aida
has been involved in organizing aroun
a community issue, She chose to
become active after she learned that
her youngest child was held back
from going on to the next grade and
was instead put in a special edu-
cation class. Like other parents,
she was not informed by Wong that
her child was having difficulities
in school.

Aida spoke about her experience
at a recent meeting the parents had
with state Senator Ben Cayetano.
"That was the first time I met with
important people," she said. 'But
I'm not as scared to talk to then
as I used to be."

(continued p.10)




. FILIPNOS IN STRUGGLE
ON MAINLAND & ABROAD

Seattle, Washington — A Filipino
college student was beaten up by
six white men in a dormitory at the
University of Washington. The
beating came after the white men
made racist remarks such as how
foreigners are "uncivilized" and
"do not have good manners."

The student sought help from
the campus police who later said

.kfrom p. 9

"I've learned that immigrants
do have democratic rights. After
all, we live in a country that's
made up of mostly immigrants,"
Aida said. '"I've learned that
everyone is equal."

Both Aida and her husband are
immigrants who arrived in Hawaii
at different times: her husband
in 1926 and Aida in 1965. She
and her family have lived in
Kunia since 1965 after her husband
Lrought her over from the Phil-
ippines.

Aida says that she plans to
continue being active until the
parents win their demands,

that the attakcers were probably
outsiders and not students. The
police made no further effort to
find the attackers.

During the week of the incident,
there were signs of Ku Klux Klan
activities. Flyers which said
"Bored with school or just uptight
with niggers..." were secen posted
around the campus.

The flyers accused minorities of
taking away educational opportunities
from whites and called for a "get
tough" policy with minorities.

The Filipino student has taken
his case to the Anti-Klan Network,
the National Filipino Immigrant Rights
Organization (NFIRO), and the
Union of Democratic Filipinos (KDP).
Together, the groups issued a press
conference and wrote a letter of
protest to the president of the
University of Washington. The
groups are calling for a thorough
investigation and the arrest and
prosecution of the six white men,,

) !

(continued p. 11)
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SUBSCRIBE NOW!

TI PROGRESIBO ig-a monthly
publication of the Union of
Democratic Filipinos (XDP)
in Bavaii. ‘
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To subscribe, just send $1.
to:
KD By
P.0. Box 17381
Horolulu, Hi. $6€817

Please include yowr name
and eorrect mailing addresgs.
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London, Great Britain - 277

workers, mostly immigrant Filipina

domestic (household) workers may

be deported from England because

they brought their children

to live with them in homes provided

by the employers.

Because the children were not
declared in the worker's visa,
British authorities say that this
was a ''deception,'" which makes
the visas illegal.

_ In addition, British law prohi-
bits children living with domestic
workers in homes provided by the
employers.

11

TI PROGRESIBO FUNDRAISER!!!1!!!

Order your tickets now for the
TI PROGRESIBO Huli-Huli chicken
sale fundraiser! Tickets are
$1.75. Proceeds to go for the
development of the TI PROGRESIEO
newspaper this summer.

Chicken will be sold March 15,
Sunday, at Mr. Cariaga's at 12 roon.
$1.75 donation. Dios ti agnina!

Most of the workers were not
informed about the British laws
when they were recruited by re-
cruiting agents. British
authorities, however, are still
pushing for deportation although
the "deception” was caused by the
recruiting agents and not by the
immigrant workers themselves.,

British trade unions have taken
up defending the immigrant workers.
The workers themselves have begun
to organize to fight the deporta-
tione
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arinouncement

JOIN THE NUCLEAR FREE PACIFIC WEEK!
MARCH 1 - 7, 1981

Sunday, 3/1: Bikini Day Commemoration
2:30 pm K@B-9 "Voices of Concern"
Christians Against Nuclear Arms

Monday, 3/2: Nuclear Holocaust Siren
Test-demo, picket, guerilla thea-
tre, Ft. St. Mall 11 - 1 pm

Protest Japan Waste Dumping & French
nuclear testing in Tahiti

Tuesdax 3/3: Forum, UH Kuykendall
#205 videotape & speakers

Wednesday, 3/4: Catholic Action

Peace Observance

Thurs., 3/4: Leaflet West Lock
6:30 am; film "On the Beach" UH
Crawford Hall 7 & 9 pm

Friday, 3/6: "On the Beach" UH
Crawford Hall, 7 & 9 pm

Saturday, 3/7: 11 am "Swords Into

Plowshares" Ecumenical Peace Ob-

Servance, St. Andrews Cathedral,

picnic

INFO: Pacific Concerns Resource Ctr.
538-3522



