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One year after the assassination...
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Marcos Hangs On

by Jon Melegrito

It has been a year since the Aquino assas-
sination - an event that unleashed a torrent of
pent-up outrage against the 19-year old regime
of President Marcos.

This "ultimate act of tyranny", which final-
ly laid to rest any doubt about the repressive
nature of the regime, touched off unprecedented
mass protests. It also prompted a growing
popular demand for the resignation of President
Marcos and members of his cabinet.

Today, one year after the assassination, Mr.
Marcos faces essentially the same political
crisis that has all the trappings for an early
political demise. The public clamor for his
ouster, grown more strident and defiant, has
not subsided.

On the anniversary of Aquino's death, two
million people tock to the streets once again.
They renewed their call for Mr. Marcos to re-
sign. Only this tine there was a sense of grim
foreboding in the largely peaceful but militant
crowd.

"We have asked Mcrcos for one year to resign
but he doesn't listen," said Corazon Aquino,
the widow of the slain opposition leader.
Picking up the cue, ILeandro Alejandro of the
League of Filipino Students said that while
peaceful protests will continue, the August 21
rally may have been the last peaceful protest
in Manila. Other opposition leaders said that
such peaceful demonsitrations could not last
forever. '"We are trying to be as peaceful as
possible,” cautioned one participant, "but we
are simply not just going to kneel and get

on the head anymore.”

FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL

It had been widely expected, during the
weeks and months following the assassination,
with Mr. Marcos fighting desperately for sur-
vival, that the regime would fall. No cne
doubted, including perhaps Mr. Marcos himself,
the handwriting on the wall.

And yet, Mr. Marcos hangs on. How is this
possible? W#What maintains his tenuous hold

)

given the onslaught of opposition caming fram
all quarters? Will he loosen up and risk los-
ing out altogether? Or will he tighten up and
clamp down, risking a brutal showdown that
could mean more turbulence in the days ahead?

And what of the Reagan administration? New-
ly appointed U.S. anbassador Stephen J. Bos-
worth, upon his arrival in Manila, said that
the U.S. govermment is "not just a bystander"
because of "vital interests in this part of the
world.” Will the Reagan administration risk
those interests by withdrawing support fram an
unpopular ruler? Will it yield to the Filipino
people's demands and@ recognize their right to
self-determination and genuine democracy?

Or, will it find other ways to insure con-
tinued stability for strategic military bases,
having determined that Mr. Marcos is no longer
an asset but a liability, to be dispensed with
in due time? And, finally, will the Reagan
administration insist on its own "Living With-
out Marcos" scenario, even if it runs ocounter
to a program for change preferred by the Fili -
pino people themselves?

DECEPTION AND MILITARY REPRISAL

Clearly, Mr. Marcos continues to rule only
because of the military apparatus, carefully
built over the years and designed to be sub-
servient only to his person. Having lost the
support of the entire population, his only
remaining options inorder to perpetuate his one
man rule, are alternately: deception and mil-
itary reprisal.

More and more people, however, are seeing
through the mask of deception and refusing to
be fooled anymore. They have grown weary of
his pontifications to “"close ranks against a
new wave of violence that threaten our democ-
racy." To them, it is Mr. Marcos and his mil-
itary machinery that has unleased a wave of
terror and violence.

They cite the brutal d.l.spersal of peaceful
demonstrations by riot police using
tear gas and pillbox bombs; the reactivation of
"secret marshals" or police death squads which
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have killed 50 people in the span of 47 days;
and, a week later, the raiding of opposition
offices and the filing of subversion charges
against opposition officials.

The raid, which opposition leaders saw as
part of a new post-election crackdown against
Mr, Marcos' opponents, came only a day after
the president hinted at reimposing martial law.

PROTEST ACTIONS ESCALATE

Undeterred by military reprisals which have
also resulted in more cases of "disappearances”
the Filipino people have responded with just
as rapid a succession of street demonstrations
starting with a multi-sectoral rally on June
2l. It was organized by the Coalition of Or-
ganizations for the Restoration of Democracy
(OORD), the Alliance of Metropolitan Associat-
ions (AMA), and GABRIELA, the biggest federat-
ion of wamen's organizations.

Nine more street protests followed last July
26 when police exploded tear gas cannisters in-
to a rush-hour crowd. The biggest demonstrat-
ion of 50,000 pecple marched on July 13 to Men-
diola Bridge leading to the presidential palace
where a phalanx of police, constabulary, army,
navy, air force and marine troops blocked their
way.

NO CHRENGE, NO OONCESSIONS

Faced with openly defiant challenges fram
all quarters, Mr. Marcos appears determined to
stick to a strategy that, according to one sup~
porter, amounted to "no change, no conces-
sions.” He would not give up his power to rule
by decree or to arrest without charge, nor
would he remove cabinet ministers who had pro-
ven to be loyal but unpopular.

His outright defense of his absolute powers
extend to his rejection of oppositionists
demand for a "privilege hour" during the reqgu-
lar sessions of parliament. He derided the
idea, which allows members to speak out freely
without fear of retribution, as "unnecessary."

Mr. Marcos' intransigence, however, is be-
ginning to create rifts from within his own
goverrment. Disgruntled members of Mr. Marcos'
ruling KBIL party, led by Mamuel Collantes, have
supported opposition assemblyman Aquilino
Pimentel's resolution demanding repeal of the
president's power to make laws.

More notably, the Supreme Court rebuffed
govermment attempts to ban the August 21 rally,
rejecting goverrment arguments that it could
lead to "civil war."

This ruling was widely viewed as umsual,
coming fram a body that has nearly always up-
held actions by the govermment of Mr. Marcos,
particularly in cases involving national secur-
ity.

PARLIAMENT COF THE STREETS

Emboldened by its capacity to challenge the
regime, the militant protest movement, which
have became known as the "parliament of the
streets”, is proving to be the only effective
opposition in the Philippines today.

"The real opposition is marching on the
streets," said a mun, Sister Christine Tan,
who is active in the protest actians.

Jose Castro, Jr., secretary-general of the
Metro Manila CORD, said in a press statement:
"We have proven our point. The parliament of
the streets cannot be dissolved by Marcos. Our
people are demonstrating their courage and
determination to assert their collective rights
while Marcos suppresses with force and deceipt
direct people's actions."

Opposition leaders have vowed to continue
taking to the streets “"the issues and demands
of our people," including the demand that Mr.
Marcos and his entire cabinet resign.

MILITARY OFFENSIVES

Mearwhile, in a show of force intended to
assert his full control throughout the country,
Mr. Marcos has stepped up counterinsurgency
actions. Although the threat of the New
People's Armmy does not pose a serious challenge
at this time, it has became enough of a head-
ache for the beleaguered regime. Nevertheless,
Mr. Marcos is determined to break the back of
the armed resistance, both in the north and in
the south.

On June 27, the military launched its big-
gest offensive in the Cordillera mountains.
About 7,000 soldiers are said to have been dis-
patched to the area, operating under cover of
helicopters and Wi II T-33s that have boarbed
and strafed homes and terraced ricefields of
Kalinga and Bontoc tribes.

As one spokesman of the National Democratic
Front said, the current offensive in northern
Luzon indicates what the military hates to
admit: a formidable growth in the ammed resist
ance that will increasingly endanger not only
the Marcos regime's tenuous grip but also the
security of the U.S. bases.

BECONCMIC CRISIS DEEPENS
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while Mr. Marcos could well afford to launch
more military offensives against the NPA and
send in thousands of troops to disperse the
“parliament of the streets", it may not be as
easy for the regime to pull itself out of an
economic morass. ’

As the downward spiral of the Philippine

continues to plunge, the government

needs the $630 million loan from the Inter-

natiocnal Monetary Fund. This would open the way

for a $1.65 billion package of cammercial loans

— all of which will be used just to pay off
debt arrears.

Mearwhile, bank-runs and panic-buying have
added to the economic chaos, further weakening
the IMF's confidence in the government. Accord-
ing to the Center for Research and Cammunication
the current 50 percent inflation rate could in-
crease another 10 percent in 1985, peso deval-
vation could reach 71 percent by the end of the
year, and the QP will decline 6 percent.

Jaime Ongpin, a praminent business indus-
trialist and a vocal critic of Mr. Marcos, wrote
recently in the Asia Wall Street Journal, that
the country has "finally run out of foolish
options, and it's no longer possible to post-
pone the day of reckoning."

Mr. Ongpin, who represents what used to be
Mr. Marcos' base of support among the business
sector, concluded that the political problems
could be solved in short order if Mr. Marcos
would voluntarily retire.

THE AGRAVA OOMMISSION'S LOW POINT

As with the May elections, an independent in-
vestigation of the Aguino assassination was con-
sidered crucial in restoring the regime's cred-
ibility, given the widespread belief among the
people that the govermment ordered the killing.

After 200 witnesses and over 8 months of
proceedings, the panel exterded its inquiry
beyond the August 21 deadline. So far, only one
witness out of the 200, Rosendo Cawigan, has
confirmed the goverrment version that Rolando
Galman, allegedly a camunist, killed Aquino.

On the day that a report came out signed by
lawyers of the Philippine Bar Association and
the Catholic Lawyers Guild of the Philippines ,
Cawigan died in a military hospital, supposedly
of a heart attack.

The report stated that Galman could not have
killed the former senator and that one of the
soldiers who escorted him out of the plane shot
him as part of a conspiracy of high hut

restricted nature." The report recammended that
the escorts be tried together with those
responsible for the cover up.

As the investigation moved closer to the up~
per reaches of the presidential palace, with
witnesses implicating President Marcos' inner
circle, it was also getting clearer that
the Agrava Camission had reached its peak.

It also hit its lowest point, possibly in-
flicting irraparable damage to its credibility
as an independent body, when Judge Corazon
Agrava, head of the panel, led the whole court-
roam in signing "Happy Birthday" to the First
Lady - twice. Imelda Marcos, in a tearful tes-
timony, chose her natal day to appear before the
board.

Although there is increasing cynicism that
the whole inquiry is becoming a farce, one mem-
ber of the panel revealed very recently that
the camission's report, planned for release
by early September, will charge that Gen. Fabian
Ver, army chief of staff, headed a conspiracy to
gun down Mr. Aquino. (See accampanying article.)

THE OPPOSITION REGROUPS

As it awaits the camission's official report
opposition forces, temporarily divided during
the elections - are attempting to reconcile dif-
ferences.

In an apparent move to refocus the whole op-
position's objective of ousting Mr. Marcos fram
office, coordinated actions have been taken,
ranging fram joint calls for his impeachment to
joint statements protesting the violent dispers-
al of demonstrations and the increasing militar-
ization of the countryside.

More significantly, the opposition movement
which emerged fram the militant protest actions
this past year, has begun to popularize the con-
cept of a coalition governmment consisting of
representatives fram various sectors of society.

Although this concept did not emerge only af-
ter the assassination, alternatives to the pre-
sent two party system have been seriously dis-
cussed and further refined after the imposition
of martial law when political power became a
monopoly of Mr. Marcos.

Today, the concept of a coalition govermment
camposed of various groups and factions op-
posed to the present regime has become part of
the national consensus.

ALTERNATIVE LEADERSHIP
The impetus for an alternative govermment
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spurred widespread interest in Februvary this
year when Butz Aquino, younger brother of the
slain senator, oonvened KOMPIL or Congress of
Filipino Citizens. Various opposition groups
encampassing the full spectrum of the anti-
Marcos movement discussed possible options and
programs, and selected an "alternative leader-
ship" representing the different sectors in
Philippine society.

Among those selected were Horacio Morales and
Jose Maria Sison, both of whom are generally
associated with the National Democratic Front,
former Senator lLorenzo Tanada, former President
Dinsdado Macapagal, and Salvador Laurel, head of
the United Nationalist Democratic Organization
(UNTDO) .

This effort to forge an alternative leader-
ship was followed a few months later at a meet-~
ing in Hongkong where six opposition leaders
signed a joint statement calling for the estab-
lishment of a transition goverrment. A prep-
paratory camittee was formed which will draft
the proposed constitution of the coalition
goverrment in consultation with different sect-
ors of Philippine society.

The preparatory camittee includes former
Senator Jose W. Dickno, Butz Aquino, Mr. Tanada,
Abraham Sarmiento and former senators Javito
Salonga and Raul Manglapus, representing the US-
based opposition.

"WE WILL BE READY"

In calling for popular support, Butz Aquino
stressed that "every Filipino who is against the
dictatorship will have the chance to participate
in this democratic process to restore democracy
so that if samething happens to Marcos and his
government, we will be ready."

The need for a coalition goverrmment was also
explained by Horacio Morales because "at a very
pragmatic level... there are diverse forces in
the opposition and no single organization
adequately represents them all.”

He pointed out that martial law "only hasten-
ed the process of exposing the inadequacy of the
two-party system of elite democracy, i.e. alter-
nating factions of the elite arrogating to them—
selves the representation of the middle and
lower classes in goverrment."

“Given the heightened political consciousness
and activity of various sectors, only a broader,
more popular democracy is an acceptable alter-
native. Such a popular democratic alternative
would have to take the form of a coalition
goverrmment on top, supported by an alliance of

people’s organizations below," Mr. Morales add-

POPULAR PRESSURE

Both Mr. Morales and Mr Aquino maintain
that today's organized non-violent mass move-
ment would "seek to exert maximum, open, non-
armed popular pressure on the goverrment to
either step down or substantially change its
policies and camposition."

According to Mr. Morales, the coaljtion gov-
ernment envisioned by the militant mass movement
"expects to came to power relatively peaceful-
ly." He hastens to add, however, that this will
depend on the unfolding of events in the near
future, which will include the following key
determinants: the econamic crisis, the political
stability or instability of the Marcos regime,
especially the problem of succession and the
position the armed forces of the Philippines
takes, the extent and forms of spontaneous pop~
ular protest, and the degree and direction of US
intervention.

HOW WILL THE U.S. INTERVENE?

Ever since the Aquino assassination, the
Reagan administration's policy towards the Mar-
©cos regime has been the subject of much debate -
between liberals and conservatives in Congress,
among foreign policy analysts, and even among
administration officials themselves,

while there is general agreement that an un-
stable government could threaten major US stakes
and interests in the region, there are sharp
differences not only with what to do with Mr.
Marcos himself but more importantly, with what
to do after he is gone.

Among liberals, the camon sentiment i$ to
strip Mr. Marcos of his authoritarian powers and
encourage the return of the two - party system
patterned after the U.S.

A leading proponent of a return to democracy
is former U.S. ambassador William H. Sullivan
who has called on Mr. Reagan to directly inter-
vene,

Following Mr. Sullivan's lead, Congressman
Stephen J. Solarz, chairman of the House sub-
camittee on Asia/Pacific Affairs has also
called for a transition to democracy as a con-
dition for U.S. military and econamic support.

Both Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Solarz cite civil
war leading to a "cammnist takeover of govern-
ment" as the main reason for a policy change.
Mr. Sullivan had gone so far as to suggest
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taking drastic measures "no matter how messy"
inorder to ward of that threat.

WHITE HOUSE POSTURE

The White House, on the other hand, has con-
timied a policy of working with Mr. Marcos.
Buoyed by his latest performance in pulling off
"credible" elections, administration officials
may have actually convinced themselves that Mr.
Marcos ocould weather through the crisis.

But certain differences among senior offi-
cials have recently emerged, mainly around how
dorfer of the Washington Post, this was demon-
strated August 7 when disagreements within the
administration led to the unpublicized postpone-
ment, at US request, of World Bank action on a
$150 million agricultural loan for the Philip-
pines.

The State department, according to the Post,
wanted to go ahead with the loan but Treasury
department officials “"were not satisfied that
the loan conditions were strict enough" to en-
sure broader econamic reforms.

It is also significant to note that Secretary
of State George Shultze, during the ASEAN
foreign ministers conference in Jakarta, acknow-
ledged for the first time "“the political and
econamic crisis" in the Philippines. The Reagan
administration had never officially acknowledged.
that such a crisis even existed.

To be sure,  the Reagan administration is ill
at ease with Mr. Marcos' declining fortunes. The
elections, while it may have restored a facade
of democracy to Mr. Marcos' autocratic rule ,
have failed to defuse mass unrest. Still, the
white House has not publicly withdrawn support
despite Mr. Marcos' unpopularity.

On the other hand, effusive remarks praising

Mr. Marcos' performance, such as those of Vice!

President Bush and Ambassador Kirkpatrick, have
not been as praminent lately. In fact, the Vice
President, when asked by a journalist at the
Republican National Convention in Dallas, what
he thought of Mr. Marcos now, had to temper his
response. Many things have happened in the
Philippines, he conceded, that obvicusly require
a change in"US policy.

Clearly, Mr. Marcos' days are numbered. Wash-
ington, at least, acknowledges that now. While
apparently trying to avoid public utterances of
unqualified praise, the Reagan administration
seems nevertheless intent on propping up the
regime.
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Mearmhile, what to do when the regime does
end, is a question that continues to pose policy
difficulties for the Reagan White House. Paral-
lels to foreign policy disasters in Vietnam and
Iran are being continually drawn in the media.

With Mr. Marcos' isclation increasingly be-
caming untenable, an alarmingly new development
has came to the fore: a more united opposition
moverment has injected its presence on the poli-
tical scene, demonstrating its capacity not only
to defy the regime but also its readiness to as-
sume the reins of government if need be.

A CLASSIC AMERICAN DILEMMA

"This is a classic case of the American di-
lemma in the face of declining political fort-
unes in a country where we have a strong inter-
ests,” David Newscme, former U.S. ambassador to
the Philippines, cammented recently.

During the past year, there have been
serious and lively debate about the possibility
of "living without Marcos" - Mr. Marcos having
been a "reliable ally" and a "valuable guardian
of vital US security interests.”

while the White House may generally feel
less disconcerted by criticisms of its policy
towards Mr. Marcos, a new round of debate is
stirring renewed interest in the Philippine is-
sue, a development it can't very well ignore.

This being an election year, however, it is
unlikely that Mr. Reagan will adopt a change of
course, unless samething dramatic happens be-
fore election day.

In any case, the Philippine issue is a hot
topic in Washington's agenda. This debate was
further highlighted during the primary campaign
for the Democratic Party's presidential nomin-
ation when Jesse Jackson gave prominence to the
issue. As a result, the Democratic Party's
platform adopted a resolution that "will press
for the restoration of full democracy in the
Philippines."

Mr. Solarz, in stepping up his criticism of
Reagan administration policy, recently advocat-
ed using US leverage on the IMF to withhold the
$630 million standby credit unless Mr. Marcos
agrees to certain political reforms.

Significantly, widespread fears have been
expressed by Western diplamats and political
chservers that once the go ahead signal for the
IMF bail out is given, "the road to a clampdown
to restore security will be clear."” How  the
Reagan administration will handle this politic-
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ally risky development remains to be seen?
BACK TO THE WALL

Over the last fuw weeks, massive and milit-
ant demonstrations calling for Mr. Marcos to
resign, have surged with even greater intens-
ity. It is expected that more protests will
oconfront the regine in the caming weeks and
months to care.

wWith his back to the wall, Mr. Marcos may
well forestall his downfall by striking back
even more harshly at the militant mass move-
ment. As one obscrver notes, "Marcos is a pro-
ven survivor. thashehangsontopower in
the face of growing public anger, the possibil-
ity of a moderate political solution grows more
mmtearﬂﬂmechancesofabmﬂlslummcan
anly increase."

The Reagan administration, on the other
hand, is nervous about appearing to replace Mr.
Marcos for fear of creating a political vacwm.
Its tact, therefore, is to maintain its posture
of quiet support #hile seeting into motion a
smwooth succession process.

It has been reported recently that an inter-
agency review of Philippine policy has been
authorized by the White House, with the object-
ive of formulatirg a "more unified US strategy
at least for 198%." Scheduled for campletion
by the end of the: year, the study by State and
Treasury department officials was reportedly
prampted by intensified concern this  summer
about the strong gains of the New People's
Army .

Other cbservers point to administration con-
cern over the charged political atmosphere in
the Philippines vhere mass unrest and almost
daily demonstrat:.ons by millions of people all
ovetthecotmtry are putting a heavy strain on
the regime's crelibility.

As the Reagan administration formulates its
post-Marcos policy, given its predisposition
towards authoritarian regimes, it is not too
soon to ask what changes are being contemplated
and what the consequences would be if such
changes were implemented.

wWhat makes this difficult for the Reagan
administration is, quite simply, the fact that
popular opposition to "dictatorship" is so
strong that replacing him with another author-
itarian ruler would most certainly be repudiat-
ed.

Given this predicament, the Reagan adminis-
tration will have to deal with a broadly organ-
ized opposition movement which has changed the
standards for what constitutes a system of gov-
ermment and the principle of self-rule. With
the concept of a coalition goverment, founded
on nationalism and democracy, gaining popular
consensus among the different sectors of Phil-
ippine society, the Reagan administration will
have to confront the question of what the risks
would be if it were to intervene now in that
process?

For the US govermment, therefore, to replace
the current regime with one based solely on its
security interests, given other alternatives
preferred by the Filipino people - is a quest-
ion that the American people, too, will have to
address. For the danger is that this admin-
istration, as it is wont to do in Nicaraqua,
tends to follow the path of intervention if it
perceives a threat to its security interests.

As CAMD/PSN National Coordinator
Avila said, on the anniversary
death, "The Filipino people
their minds to oust Marcos.

Geline
of Aquino's
have not changed
They want a
change. have had encuah of one-man rule
and will suffer no obstacle in the path they
have taken toward genuine democratization." B
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Update on the Aquino Assassination Investigation ...

The Agrava Board’s Quandary

An Auqust 26 news dispatch fram Manila by
Lewis Simons of the San Jose Mercury News, re—
ports that the Agrava Camnission is about to
accuse Ammed Forces Chief of Staff, General
Fabian Ver, of ordering the assassination of
opposition leader Benigno Aquino.

According to Simons, the exhaustive report
planned for release by early September, will
charge that General Ver headed a conspiracy to
qun down Mr. Aquino as he was led off a plane
at the Manila Intermational Airport on August
21 a year ago. The camission also determined
that General Ver's orders were carried out by
Brig. Gen. Luther A. Qustodio, then chief of
the Aviation Security Command.

The contents of the report were leaked by a
member of the panel on condition of anonymity.
The source, while stressing that there has been
no external pressure an the camission other
than "the demands of the Filipino people for

the truth," did express concern, however, that
should the final report samehow be tampered
with by the government before its release, the
real findings of the members must be made known
to the public.

Refuting the goverrment's lone gurman theory
the commission has reportedly determined that
Mr. Aquino was shot by one of the military
quards escorting him down a stairway fram a
China Air Lines plane. The board plans to re-
cammend that all five escorts be put on trial,
along with Gen. Ver and Gen. Custodio.

MARCOS NOT IMPLICATED

Contrary to widespread belief that Mr. Mar-
cos ar his wife, Imelda, had a hand in the
killing, the report will in no way implicate
thg president or the First Lady, the source
said. (twrm to next page)

Unbiased smgmg of Happy B|rthday

EVER mind delicadeza or discretion, Justice

Coruon Juhum: Agrava, chmrpcrwn ol the

the of

Ninoy Aquino, is a picture of exuberance and enthu-

siasm as she greets First Lady and Human Setile-

ments Minister Mrs. Imelda R. Marcos on her 55th

birthday last Monday, July 2. What is wrong with a

government dignitary spreading birthday cheers to
another VIP?

The occasion was not meant to be a birthday
party. The business of the Agrava Fact-Finding
Board was lo see if Mrs. Marcos could shed light on
the Aquino assassination, (ollowing reports that she
made certain statements regarding the slain Opposi-
tion Leader’s return. One such statement attributed
to her: “There are people loyal to the First Couple,
who cannot be controlled...” Mrs. Marcos’ clarifica-
tion: “['m not that stupid... who even thinks that we
could not control specially someone who wish to do
something bad. 11 never do or say such a thing.”

Another famous statement attributed to the First
Lady: “ll (Ninoy) comes home, he sdud She cor-
rected that ble. If he
comes home and he is dead, we would all be in
trouble — including you {former Sen. Doy Laurel).”

In the course of the Iwo-hnur hearing, lhe coun.
try's olther most por | person fully
she tried to save Anumo s life twice, and even pres-
ented to the Board a crucifix which she said the late
senator gave her. To cap the day, everyone sang a
happy Hoppy Birthday to the Board's most-awaited
star wilness. It was only to be expected that the
singing would be led by — who else? — Justice
Agrava hersell. — MALAYA
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while it appears that the Agrava Commission
may well be heeding the demands of the Filipino
people for the truth by naming Mr. Marcos'
closest adviser, it must be asked of the board
why it clearly avoided implicating the presid-
ent himself? Unless the final report is tamp—
ered with, the fact that Gen. Ver stands ac-
cused, confimms what the opposition has been
saying all along: that as a personal appointee
who dutifully carries cut Mr. Marcos' orders,
Gen. Ver could not have acted on his own with~
out the president's knowledge.

For the board, therefore, to treat the mil-
itary as a separate entity independent of Mr.
Marcos, is a technical mamiever that will be
seen by the Filipino people as another exercise
in deception.

By not implicating Mr. Marcos directly, the
board is, in effect, allowing him same room to
maneuver, thereby forestalling further his im-
minent downfall.

Should Mr. Marcos send his boyhood friend,
confidant, and most trusted military adviser ,
to trial as recamended, Mr. Marcos could con-
ceivably regain a measure of support, not to
mention a measure of credibility that would
please his creditors and backers in Washington.

On the other hand, having relied heavily on
military support during much of his 19 years
in power, sacrificing his own Armed Forces
chief carries a serious risk in itself?

Indeed, the board's work has demonstrated
how difficult it can be to search for truth
when matters of political life and death hang
in the balance.

Unless the official report will be tampered
with, the Agrava board's naming of Gen. Ver
would reflect public pressure generated by
mass unrest and popular indignation over the
regime's camplicity in the killing. Naming of
lower-echelon military officials will most as-
suredly be rejected, and possibly even fuel
the present turmoil.

On the other hand, the board's refusal to
confront the president or the first lady
directly, despite the Filipino people's wide-
spread belief that he or she had a hand in the
killing, would reflect the board's own fear of
entangling with the Marcoses.

No matter what its conclusions are, the
board's findings are bound to impact the
Philippine political scene just as dramatic-
ally as the assassination itself.

-CAMD/PSN

NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
FOR 1984

CAMPAIGN FOR GENERAL AMNESTY

Despite all the fanfare about the
May elections, there can be no gen-
uine democracy in the Philippines
unless:

B Marcos releases all political
prisoners and grants general
ammesty to all political
offenders; and

M Marcos gives up the power to
issue decrees and abolishes all
repressive laws and decrees
currently in force.

The CAMD/PSN is, therefore,
launching a Campaign for General
Ammesty with the above demands.
The campaign is in support of the
Movement for General Amnesty (MGA)
which is now building mamentum in
the Philippines.

We are circulating a Statement
of the Appeal for General Amnesty
in the Philippines for signatures.
The Statement will be sent to the
MGA to add our voice to the
growing demand for genuine
democratization.

A broader petition campaign
will be launched on September 21.

Mearmhile, the Filipino people await the
official verdict. It remains to be seen whe-
ther truth and justice will ultimately pre-
vail, considering that Mr. Marcos himself is
still in power and that Mr. Marcos himself
is supposed to act on the board's recammend-
ations.

It should soon became clear whether or not
the F:Ll:.p:.no people’'s cymc:.sn of the camis-
sion's independence, and promise of a "satis-
factory ard credible" resolution of the August
21 slaying, is justified.
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Judy Taguiwalo, 34 years old, gave
birth on May 15 while in detention at Camp
Crame, Metro Manila., The conditions in
prison are unhealthy for the infant. Mos-
quitoes abound and living oconditions are
unsanitary.

was first arrested on June 28,
1973. she was severely tortured and kept
in detention for one yedr and 5 months
without formal charges. She was re-
arrested an Jarwary 28, 1984, She was
charged with subversion, but these charges
However, the Provincial

murder and assault of a person in author-
ity against her on March 1.

It is clear that the govermment wants
to portray Judy as a common criminal in
order to diffuse the controversy around
its keeping of political prisoners.

The inhuman conditions that Judy and
her infant girl are subjected to, the
labeling of Judy as a comon criminal and

the attempts to transfer her to Antique so
she can be placed under the custody of her
previous torturers reflect the Marcos
government's heavy-handed policy toward
political priscners. This trend must be
stopped immediately. Judy Taguiwalo must
be released unconditionally.

Let us protest the attempt to label
Judy Taguiwalo a common criminal and
appeal for her immediate release on human-
itarian grounds., Following is a proposed
mailgram to President Ferdinand E. Marcos
Malacanark;, Metro Manila, Philippines:

WE PROTEST INHUMAN PRISON CONDITIONS CF
JUY TAGUIWALO AND INFANT. ATTEMPT 17O
TRANSFER HER TO ANTIQUE MUST BE STOPPED
AND CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST HER MUST EE
DROPPED. WE DEMAND HER IMMEDIATE RELEASE
QN HUMANTITARIAN GROUNDS.

Please send a copy of your mailgram to
your senator or representative, and to
CAMD/PSN Congress Task Force, 1322 18th
St. NW, Washington, D. C. 20036.
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT. SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THE CTF BULLETIN, OR SEND A DONATION. THANK YOU.

(please clip and mail to the Congress Task Force, 1322 18th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20036.)

/7 Yes, I would like to subscribe to the CIF BULLETIN. Enclosed is $5 for a one-year
subscription.

/7 Enclosed is a donation of § to cover production and mailing costs.

/7 I'm interested to know more about the Philippine issue. Please keep me in your
mailing list.

Camments:

Organization

address

Phone No.

CONGRESS TASK FORCE (CTF)
1322 18th St. NW. Am.44
Washington, D.C. 20036
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