
(\, : CT YY COW SCN. A

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAT

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF TERRITO hag 10 BN slaty’
gical

-ACIFIC COLLECTION

HONOL ULU, HAWAI! 96822

A New Hotel for the American Samoan Development Corporation

INFORMATION ON AMERICAN SAMOA

General

American Samoa, sometimes referred to as Hastern Samoa, is an unincor-

porated territory of the United States administered by the Department of the

Interior. It comprises the eastern islands of the Samoan group which are

located along the 14th degree of latitude south of the equator at about the

170th meridian west longitude. These islands are approximately 2,500 miles

southwest of Hawaii and 1,600 miles northeast of the northern tip of New

Zealand.

There are seven islands in the American Samoan group: Tutuila; Aunu'u;

the three islands of the Manu'a group (Ta'u, Olosega and Ofu); and two coral

atolls, Rose and Swains, . The capital and ‘Government adnendetrapere offices
are located on Tutuila at Pago Pago. The total area of American Samoa is

o. 70.1 square males)

G17 The people of American Samoa are American nationals and represent one
Aljof the few remaining societies of Polynesia retaining the major part of

: their traditional culture. The population of the territory has increased
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The main islands are of volcanic origin and are now mostly a series of
ridges rising abruptly from the sea. Tutuila is of irregular shape, approxi-
mately 18 miles long and 16 miles across at the widest point and contains 42
Square miles of land. A mountain range extends almost the whole length of the

island, which is nearly bisected by Pago Pago Bay, one of the finest and most
beautiful harbors in the South Pacific.

The climate of the islands is tropical but pleasant. From May to November

moderate southeast trade winds blow. During the other months the winds are vari-

able. The heaviest rainfall occurs from December to March and the average per
year for the past 40 years has been approximately 200 inches. The yearly
temperature ranges from 70 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit and the humidity is almost

constant at 80 percent. The tourist will find the atmosphere of American Samoa
to be quiet, peaceful and enjoyable. The swimming is delightful, the sport

fishing is amongst the best in the world and a ride on the cable tramway across

beautiful Pago Pago harbor to the top of Mt. Alava is a never to be forgotten

breath taking experience.

History and Government

The United States interest in the islands of the Samoan group dates from the

report made by Captain John Wilkes of the United States exploring expedition in

1842, although the first agreement reached between the Samoan people and a
representative of the United States was not made until Commander Richard Meade

visited the islands in 1872. After two "friendship and commerce" agreements had
been made, the United States entered into a convention on December 2, 1899,

dividing control of the islands between Germany and the United States at the 17lst
meridian west longitude. On February 19,1900, the President placed American Samoa

under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy where it remained as a naval

base until transferred to the Department of the Interior on July 1, 1951.

The Government of American Samoa is comprised of three branches: executive,.

legislative, and judicial. The administration of the islands is headed by a

civilian Governor, who is assisted by a territorial Secretary, both of whom are

appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. The central Government includes such

departments as Agriculture, Legal Affairs and Public Safety, Port Administration,

Budget and Finance, Education, Medical Services, Local Government and Public

Works, as well as staff offices. -Local Government is carried out by indigenous

officials. The Governor, territorial Secretary, staff officers, department heads,

and employees are responsible for the administration of the Government of American

Samoae

The territory has a Constitution approved by a Constitutional Convention on

April 27, 1960, and ratified by the Secretary of the Interior on the same date.

The Constitution became effective on October 17, 1960, and provides for a

bi-cameral Legislature with authority to pass legislation within certain limitations.

The 15 members of the upper house, the Senate, are elected through open meetings

from the ranks of the traditional chiefs of the county councils in accordance with

Samoan custome The lower house, the House of Representatives, is composed of 17

members elected by universal suffrage and secret ballot and a nonvoting delegate

from Swains Island. The Legislature meets regularly each year on the second

Monday in March for not to exceed 30 consecutive calendar days and at such special

sessions as the Governor may call, not to exceed 15 days.


