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Congress of the United States

Houge of Representatives
TWashington, BL 20515

March 14, 2005

VIA FACSIMILE TO AMBASSADOR ABDENUR

The Honorable Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
President

Repiiblica Federativa do Brasil

Palacio do Planalto

Praga dos 3 Poderes

Brasilia - DF / 70150-900

Re:  Murder of Sister Dorothy Stang

Dear Mr. President:

We are deeply saddened by the death of Sister Dorothy Stang, a woman of deep faith and
courage, who advocated on behalf of the poor and landless in Brazil for over twenty years. She
was much beloved in her community by the innumerable families that she served during that
time. As her work often exposed the illegal and unethical practices of many loggers and
ranchers in northeastern Brazil, she was also perceived as a threat by those who would exploit
the land and the people of the state of Pard. Sister Dorothy Stang received numerous death
threats over the years from people with strong economic and political interests, threats which the
local police unfortunately failed to take seriously. On February 12, 2005, she was shot to death
mercilessly while visiting an encampment of landless peasants along the Trans-Amazon
Highway in Anapu, Para.

We commend you for making the investigation of Sister Dorothy Stang’s murder a priority for
your government by, among other things, dispatching a special police investigative unit to the
area immediately after her murder. Your government’s willingness to allow agents from our
Federal Bureau of Investigations to join the investigation into identifying the perpetrators of this
heinous crime is much appreciated. Given Sister Dorothy Stang’s background, the importance of
her work, and the grisly circumstances of her death, it is appropriate that our two countries are
closely collaborating on this case. Recent reports indicate that two gunmen have been arrested
and that the man accused of hiring them turned himself over to police. We understand that
police are still searching for an influential landowner who many believe masterminded and
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ordered the killing. We have confidence that you will ensure that all of the persons who are
responsible for her murder are quickly apprehended, prosecuted, and imprisoned.

We also applaud you for sending over 2,000 federal troops to Para shortly after Sister Dorothy
Stang’s brutal killing to restore order after a wave of violence and murder descended upon the
region. While the restoration of public security is a positive initial step, the underlying causes of
the violence remain. Today, millions of landless peasants struggle for survival in Brazil. Their
lack of economic opportunity is compounded by unresolved land claims and state law
enforcement officers who often align themselves with the interests of local elites. These
circumstances force thousands of indigent people each year into modern forms of slavery.
Although your government particularly has done much to stem this mode of human trafficking,
failure to impose effective penalties, delays in judicial procedure, the absence of coordination
between the various government bodies, and a lack of sufficient funding to the federal
governmental body which is responsible for locating and liberating workers who are trapped in
slave-like conditions continue to hinder efforts to eradicate forced labor from your country.

Out of respect for the memory of Sister Dorothy Stang, we also note our deep concerns regarding
the long history of rural violence in Brazil, in particular the failure of local police and
prosecutors to act upon threats of violence to the landless, or to investigate and prosecute cases
of violence once they occur. As you know, the number of murders in the context of rural land
conflicts over the last 20 years has reached about 1,380, according to the Catholic Church-
affiliated Pastoral Land Commission (CPT). Since you took office, the CPT reports that an
estimated 117 landless workers have been killed under questionable circumstances, 52 of them in
Par4 alone. Few of these cases have been investigated, and even fewer have resulted in arrests
and criminal prosecutions.

Mr. President, we know that you care very deeply about the plight of your country’s poor.
Indeed, land reform and rural development policies formed a comerstone of your presidential
platform. We look forward to being able to help support transformative policies that provide
every Brazilian with an opportunity to live in dignity and without fear.

Most cordially,

Y/ ﬁw&f(

TOM LANTOS ISTOPHER H. SMITH
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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TIMRYAN FRANK R. WOLF
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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R RT MENENDEZ DAN BURTON
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ARD L. BERMAN
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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SHERROD BROWN SEPHR. PITTS -
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BRAD SHERMAN THADDEUS G. MCCOTTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ROBERT WEXLER
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DIANE E. WATSON P MCGOVERN
Member of Congress em r of Congress

@C;}—f o

DENNIS A. CARDOZA LANE EVANS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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LDOAD DOGGETT

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MADELEINE Z #ORDALLO G. K. BUTTERFIELD
Member of Corigress Member of Congress

NEIL ABERCROMBIE A JA ON-LEE
Member of Congress Member of gress
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SAMFARR ‘U M. GRUALVA
Member of Congress ber of Congress
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GEORGE MILRER
Member of Congress Member of Congress




EDDIE BERNICE JOI%

Member of Congress
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WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT
Member of Congress
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Meghper of Congress

DENNIS J. KOCINICH
Member of Congress
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ROSA L. DELAURO
Member of Congress
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CE F. NAPOLIFANO
ember of Congress
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BARBARA LEE“~"
Member of Congress
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EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

MICHAEL M. HONDA
Member of Congress

EDWARD J. MARKEY
Member of Congress
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TEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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BEN CHANDLER
Member of Congress
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ELUJAH E. CUMMINGS
Member of Congress
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MAXINE WATERS ATRICK J. KENNEDY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN .
Member of Cdngress Member of Congress
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JPHN LEWIS

Viember of Congress ember of Congress
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ALCEE L. HASTINGS ALBERT RUSSELL
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BOBBY LAUSH BE’I‘I‘Y
Member of Congress Member ) gress
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FORTNEY PETE STARK ,(M,EFA MILLENDER=MCBONALD

Member of Congress r of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress




