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Program for Planning for Civilian Administration of Guam,
Americen Samoa, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

The Secretaries ef State, the Army, the Nevy, and the Interior
recommerded to the President on June 18, 1947, that respensibility for
the administratien of Guam, American Samoa, and the Trust Territory of
the Pacifice Islands be transferred at the earliest practicable date to
a civilian agency of the Government. The Secretaries sgreed that the
President should designate the civilian agency which should assume
this responsibility. Subsequently, draft organic legislation for these
island earess providing for civilien administration was recommended by
the interested Departments to the 80th Congress. By letter to the four
Secretaries on February 11, 1948, the President stated that upon enact-
ment of orgenic legislation he would designate the Department of the
Interior as the civilian agency with general supervision over the ad-
ministration of Guem, Americen Samos, and the Trust Territory and
requested thet planning to effect the transfer from the Navy Depertment
to the Department of the Interior be expedited.

A Joint Congressional Committee will study the legislative nceds
of- these island areas during November and December 1948, and Congres-
sional heerings on proposed orgenic legisletion will doubtless be held

during the 8lst Congress. It is reasonesble to assume, on the basis of







