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REMARKS RY U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA
AT THE "FRIEMDS OF SPARKY" APPRECIATION DINMER
HiLton Hawar1an Vicrace HoTeL, CoraL BALLROOM
HonoLutry, Hawatll
THursDAY, NovemMeer 5, 1987

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, SUPPORTERS, WELL-WISHERS, FRIENDS OF
SpArRKY, ALL: ALOHA!

THANK You DANNY (AKAKA) FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS
INTRODUCTION. | ALWAYS FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER
INTRODUCTION BECAUSE BACK IN WASHINGTON I AM MUCH TOO OFTEN
MIST;KEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT. THERE WAS THAT TIME FOR EXAMPLE
WHEN | WAS INVITED TO A RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE JAPANESE
AMBASSADOR. (FULBRIGHT SToORY)

IT 1S GREAT TO BE HOME AND ESPECIALLY TO BE HERE AMONG
FRIENDS LIKE YOU WHO ARE WILLING To PAY 150 RUCkS A HEAD JUST TO
HAVE DINNER WITH ME; THEN, TO SIT HERE AND BASK IN ALL THOSE KIND
WORDS FROM SUCH WONDERFUL PEOPLE. AFTER LISTENING TO WHAT WAS
BEING SAID | HAD TO PINCH MYSELF TO MAKE SURE THE SPEAKERS WERE
NOT OFFERING EULOGIES UPON MY DEPARTURE. AT A TIME LIKE THIS, |

AM CONVINCED THAT THE STRENUOUS GRIND AND LONG HOURS SPENT ON

CAPITAL HILL ARE ALL WORTH THE FFFORT. YOUR DEMONSTRATED
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APPRECIATION OF MY SFRVICFS PROVIDES ME WITH THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO

CARRY ON IN YOIR REHALF. LET MF ASSURF YOU ONCE AGAIN THAT YOUR

FRIENDSHIP IS MY STRENGTH.

THIS GATHERING IN SUPPORT OF MY CANDIDACY TO CONTINIE AS

Your UNITED STATES SENATOR REALLY TOUCHES ME, AND | AM FuLLY

DETERMINED TO RETURN THE HOSPITALITY YOIl HAVE ACCORDED ME THIS

EVENING THE NEXT TIME YOU ARE IN WASHINGTON. HOWEVER, THE SENATE

DINING ROOM CAN'T ACCOMMODATE ALL OF YOU AT ONE SITTING, SO

PLEASE DON'T ALL COME ON THE SAME DAY!

| UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A NON“PARTISAN, NON-POLITICAL

GET"TOGETHER, SO IF YOU'RE EXPECTING A CAMPAIGN SPEECH | AM SORRY

TO DISAPPOINT You. IN FACT, I AM NOT GOING TO MAKE A SPEECH AT

ALL, EXCEPT TO THANK You. Din | HEAR AN APPLAUSE OF APPROVAL?

HOWEVER, I WouLD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU A FEW OBSERVATIONS

ABOUT PUBLIC LIFE RASED ON MY LONG EXPERIENCE HERE AND IN

WASHINGTON. ONF MIGHT CALL THEM SPARKY'S MINIMUM POLITICAL

MAXIMS. FIRST, THERE ARF ALWAYS TWO SIDES TO EVERY ISSUE == AND

A GOOD POLITICIAN TAKES BOTH; SECOND, BE CAREFUL WHEN YOU SPEAK

YOUR MIND =~ VOTERS COULD REALIZE IT LIMITS YOUR CONVERSATIONMN;




THIRD, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES REVEAL THE POWERFUL INTEREST THAT

CONTROLS YOU =~ LEAVE YOUR SPOUSE AT HOME, AND FINALLY, ALWAYS

RE STRAIGHTFORWARD IN DODGING THE ISSUES. MAHALO NUI LOA.

LOVE You ALL!




