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REMARKS RY U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA 
AT THE "FRIENDS OF SPARKY" APPRECIATION DINNER 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Hotel, Coral Ballroom 

Honolulu, Hawaii
Thursday, November 5, 1987

Distinguished guests, supporters, well-wishers, Friends of 

Sparky, all: ALOHA!

Thank you Danny (Akaka) for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION. I ALWAYS FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE RACK IN WASHINGTON I AM MUCH TOO OFTEN 

MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT. THERE WAS THAT TIME FOR EXAMPLE 

WHEN I WAS INVITED TO A RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE JAPANESE 

AMBASSADOR. (FULBRIGHT STORY)

IT IS GREAT TO BE HOME AND ESPECIALLY TO BE HERE AMONG 

FRIENDS LIKE YOU WHO ARE WILLING TO PAY 150 BUCKS A HEAD JUST TO 

HAVE DINNER WITH ME; THEN, TO SIT HERE AND BASK IN ALL THOSE KIND 

WORDS FROM SUCH WONDERFUL PEOPLE. AFTER LISTENING TO WHAT WAS 

BEING SAID I HAD TO PINCH MYSELF TO MAKE SURE THE SPEAKERS WERE 

NOT OFFERING EULOGIES UPON MY DEPARTURE. At A TIME LIKE THIS, I 

AM CONVINCED THAT THE STRENUOUS GRIND AND LONG HOURS SPENT ON

Capital Hill are all worth the effort. Your demonstrated
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appreciation of my services provides me with the encouragement to 

CARRY ON IN YOUR REHALF. l_ET MF ASSURE YOU ONCE AGAIN THAT YOUR 

FRIENDSHIP IS MY STRENGTH.

This gathering in support of my candidacy to continue as 

your United States Senator really touches me, and I am fully 

DETERMINED TO RETURN THE HOSPITALITY YOU HAVE ACCORDED ME THIS 

EVENING THE NEXT TIME YOU ARE IN WASHINGTON. HOWEVER, THE SENATE 

Dining Room can't accommodate all of you at one sitting, so 

PLEASE don't ALL COME ON THE SAME DAY!

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A NON“PART I SAN, NON"POLITICAL 

GET-TOGETHER, SO IF YOU'RE EXPECTING A CAMPAIGN SPEECH I AM SORRY 

TO DISAPPOINT YOU. In FACT, I AM NOT GOING TO MAKE A SPEECH AT 

ALL, EXCEPT TO THANK YOU. Did I HEAR AN APPLAUSE OF APPROVAL?

However, I would like to share with you a few observations 

ABOUT PUBLIC LIFE BASED ON MY LONG EXPERIENCE HERE AND IN 

Washington. One might call them Sparky's minimum political 

maxims. First, there are always two sides to every issue -- and 

A GOOD POLITICIAN TAKES BOTH,' SECOND, BE CAREFUL WHEN YOU SPEAK

YOUR MIND VOTERS COULD REALIZE IT LIMITS YOUR CONVERSATION;
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THIRD, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES REVEAL THE POWERFUL INTEREST THAT 

CONTROLS YOU — LEAVE YOUR SPOUSE AT HOME. AND FINALLY, ALWAYS 

BE STRAIGHTFORWARD IN DODGING THE ISSUES. MAHALO NU I LOA. I 

LOVE YOU ALL!

# # #


