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Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye

25th Annual 100th Battalion (Club 100)
Memorial Service, Hilo

29 September 1968

MY DEAR FRIENDS :

MEN SEARCH FOR MEANING IN ALL THEIR AFFAIRS ,

GREAT OR SMALL ., WE CATHER TODAY TO HONOR OUR FRIENDS

AND LOVED ONES BURIED HERE , MANY OF WHOM PAID THE

SUPREME SACRIFICE IN THE PURSUIT OF A COMMON CAUSE.

ON SUCH AN OCCASION IT IS ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE THAT WE

ASK OURSELVES THE MEANING OF THE TIE WHICH BINDS US AND

WHICH HAS HAD SO PROFOUND AN INFLUENCE UPON OUR LIVES.

IT HAS BEEN ALMOST 27 YEARS SINCE ‘AN ENEMY POWER

COMPELLED THIS NATION'S ENTRY INTO A WAR IT HAD WANTED TO

AVOID, IN THE CHILL TERROR OF THAT SUNDAY MORNING RAID ,

THE UNITED STATES WAS FORCED TO RECOGNIZE THAT , SHORT

OF TOTAL ABDICATION TO THE FORCES OF TYRANNY , IT HAD NO

CHOICE BUT TO TOSS ITS MOST TREASURED POSSESSION® UPON
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THE GAMBLING TABLES OF WAR;,
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