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A Prayer for Schools

By DR. FRANK CRANE

GOD, Thou hast put into our hands the future of the race.
We are made co-workers with Thy spirit in creating the world
that is to be.
Thou hast put every new generation in the lap of the old, that
there may be continuity of growth.

Awaken us to our responsibility. Stir us up to our incompar-
able privilege. Make keen within us the conviction that we have
no work more vital to do than to teach.

Reveal to us the school as the heart of the world’s work.

Vast problems press upon us. The world is upturned. The
masses seethe in the ferment of untried theories. Yet the way is
so simple!

It lies thru the child.

The road to the Golden Age runs through the schoolhouse.

There is no reform, however, far-reaching, no establishment
of justice however revolutionary, that might not better be ac-
complished by patience thru the instruction of the children, than
thru the schemes of politics or the violence of war.

Arms and disorder, destruction and overturning, are man’s
way. The school is Thy way.

Lay upon the conscience of every teacher the divinity of his
employ. Give him the enthusiasm of his opportunity. Show him
the beauty, the majesty of his calling, the marvel of his art, the
proper pride of his craftsmanship!

Make every parent realize that the best gift in his power for
the child is the school!

Lay deep in every child’s heart an unshakable ambition to
learn, to know, to come to mastery.

And to unfold to us increasingly what education means!
Shake from us the ghost grip of the past, the narrowing hold of
tradition, while we still preserve what is good.

Deepen, broaden, enlarge our conception of the school. Make
us glad to spend more for it, as the best of all investments for the
security of the world.

And show us that there can be no salvation for the race that
does not first mean salvation for the child, by striking from his
brain the chain of ignorance, from his heart the iron rim of super-
stiticn, and from his hand the curse of the unskilled.
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