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December 14, 1988

DANIEL K. AKAKA
REMARKS FOR THE VISA WAIVER PILOT PROGRAM 

HONOLULU, HAWAII

Thank you for the kind introduction. My warmest 
Aloha to all of you.

Today marks a most auspicious occasion. All of us here 
have waited a long time for this project.

Congress approved this three—year demonstration program 
under the 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act. That was 
two years ago.

As a member of the Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus 
I know the effort that went into obtaining passage of 
this legislation and the effort to secure the visa exemption 
for Japan.

I was pleased when the Visa Waiver proposal was adopted, 
.his pilot project holds great promise in now making it easier 
tor visitors from Japan to visit our beautiful islands.

My colleagues and I in Congress also recognized that 
simplified entry procedures would also help business travel 
between destinations in the U.S. and Japan.

Perhaps at some future date, the simplified entry 
procedures will also include a process 
of expediting customs clearance. . . .

Hawaii is our country's bridge across the Pacific, a 
gateway. . . . Today, we take a small but all­
important step in building a better bridge to 
®^®t the fast-paced demands of present-day travel.

The hoped for success of this demonstration project holds 
the promise of a more permanant program and possibly an 
expansion of visa waiver negotiations with other qualifyina 
countries. J y

Io be able to join you today to help celebrate the 
beginnings of this program gives me great pleasure.
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THANK YOU FOR THE KIND INTRODUCTION. MY WARMEST ALOHA TO ALL 

OF YOU. TODAY MARKS A MOST AUSPICIOUS OCCASION. ALL OF US HERE 

HAVE WAITED A LONG TIME FOR THIS PROJECT. CONGRESS APPROVED THIS 

THREE-YEAR DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM UNDER THE 1986 IMMIGRATION REFORM 

AND CONTROL ACT. THAT WAS TWO YEARS AGO. AS A MEMBER OF THE 

CONGRESSIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM CAUCUS, I KNOW THE EFFORT THAT 

WENT INTO OBTAINING PASSAGE OF THIS LEGISLATION AND THE EFFORT 

TO SECURE THE VISA EXEMPTION FOR JAPAN. I WAS PLEASED WHEN THE 

VISA WAIVER PROPOSAL WAS ADOPTED. THIS PILOT PROJECT HOLDS GREAT 

PROMISE IN NOW MAKING.IT EASIER FOR VISITORS FROM JAPAN TO VISIT 

OUR BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS.

MY COLLEAGUES AND I IN CONGRESS ALSO RECOGNIZED THAT SIMPLIFIED 

ENTRY PROCEDURES WOULD ALSO HELP BUSINESS TRAVEL BETWEEN DESTINATIONS 

IN THE U.S. AND JAPAN. PERHAPS AT SOME FUTURE DATE, THE SIMPLIFIED 

ENTRY PROCEDURES WILL ALSO INCLUDE A PROCESS OF EXPEDITING CUSTOM 

CLEARANCE. HAWAII IS OUR COUNTRY'S BRIDGE ACROSS THE PACIFIC, A 

GATEWAY... TODAY, WE TAKE A SMALL BUT ALL-IMPORTANT STEP IN BUILDING 

A BETTER BRIDGE TO MEET THE FAST-PACED DEMANDS OF PRESENT-DAY 

TRAVEL. THE HOPE FOR SUCCESS OF THIS DEMONSTRATION PROJECT HOLDS 

THE PROMISE OF A MORE PERMANENT PROGRAM AND POSSIBLY AN EXPANSION 

OF VISA WAIVER NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER QUALIFYING COUNTRIES.

TO BE ABLE TO JOIN YOU TODAY TO HELP CELEBRATE THE 

BEGINNINGS OF THIS PROGRAM GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE.

2

MAKING.IT


/Xerox letecopier /U21 ;i2-12-88 ; «:29MH IDOl AIRPORT «6RS OFF-* 8-5411982;# 2

PROPOSED PROGRAM

VISA WAIVER PILOT PROGRAM CEREMONY 
DECEMBER 15, 1986

I. Opening Remarks, Welcome and Introduction of Special
Guests by Mr, pwenjttyamoto, Airports Administrator, 
Department of Transportation

IT. invocation by Ths Pjvs£®nd_willian Raina, Pastor of 
Kawalhao Church

III. Remarks by Mi. Ted_Rac^j5hjja^ chairman, Honolulu 
Airlines Committee on *Bow Visa Waiver Will Affect 
Pacific Travel*

IV. Remarks by Mr. Richard Worton, Associate Commissioner, 
Miaminations, united States Immigration and 
Maturaliiation Service on *The Visa Waiver Pilot 
Program*

V. Remarks by The Honorable Daniel Akaka, Member of 
congress

VI« Remarks by The Bonerable Tadayuki Sonoyama, Consul 
general of Japan on ’The 10 Millon Plan*

VII. Remarks by The lonorable Edward 1. Hirata, Director of 
Transportation representing-ih^lonofable John Waihee, 

..Governor^of-Mawadl on 'The Importance of Visa waiver
for th# Beonomic/Growth of lawaii*




