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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

CAMP GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO
QUEZON CITY

July 9, 1976
Rev. Alfredo G. Parpan, S.J.
Borgo S. Spirite 5 C. P.
9048 00100-Roma (Italia)

Dear Rev, Parpan:

This has reference to your letter to the Secretary of National Defense, dated May 7, 1976, seeking assist-
ance for the speedy trial of the case of your sister, Mariflor, a detainee and her subsequent release from
detention,

Please be informed that the release of your sister,  Maviflor canpot be jucorably considered untid such

time that the case against her is resoleed by appropriate authorities.

We hope to be of service to you in some other ways.

Very truly yours,
FOR THE SECRETARY
(Sgd.) VlCTOh R. PAGULAYAN, JR.

Colonel B XN (GSC)
Acting Assistant Secretary for Plans & Programs



Republic of the Philippines
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES

Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo

Quezon City

MILITARY COMMISSION NO.

PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES.

Plaintiff,

—Vversus—

MIRAFLOR PARPAN,

FATHER GILBERT OBIN,
FATHER DAVID- GANGANGAN,
SILVERIO BATANG-AY alias

SILVERIO DALUPING,

VILMA CHOELLIPAS,
VIRGINIA ATUAN,

P. SARMIENTO ROSABAL, JR.
MAX GAMENG,

AND OTHER JOHN DOES

SPI - 76005419
FOR: VIOLATION OF
ARTICLE 142, REVISED

PENAL CODE, AS AMENDED

CHARGE SHEET

DATA AS TO ACCUSED:

© e

MIRAFLOR PARPAN Detained
FATHER GILBERT OBIN At-large
FATHER DAVID GANGANGAN —do—
SILVERIO BATANG-AY alias

SILVERIO DALUPING —do—
VIRGINIA ATUAN —do—
VILMA CHOELLIPAS —do—
P. SARMIENTO ROSABAL, JR. —do—
MAX GAMENG —do—
AND OTHER JOHN DOES —do—

WITNESSES/OTHER EVIDENCE:

0o =

[

[

o

MAURICIO BENNUYA —
NAPOLEON M. TAMAYO =
BENEDICTO SUGUIYAO —
JOHN S. PINAGOD —
AND OTHERS =

¢,/0 Hg NOREASCOM, Ilagan, Isabela

—do —
PR s [0 o
—do—
—do —

CHARGE: Violation of Article 142, Revised Penal Code, as amended by Presidential Decree No, 138, dated

7 November 1972,

Specification: In that the above-named accused

FATHER GILBERT OBIN and FATHER DAVID
GANGANGAN, taking advantage of their posi-
tions as religious leaders and exercising and uti-
lizing their moral ascendancy and infiuence over
their religious and other followers, in disregard
of the principle of separation of church and state
enshrined in Section 8, Article IV and Section 18
(2), Article VIII of the Constitution, helping and
assisting one another and conspiring among them-
selves and with the accused, MIRAFLOR PAR-

PAN, SILVERIO BATANG-AY alias SILVERIO
DALUPING, VILMA CHOELLIPAS, VIRGINIA
ATUAN, P. SARMIENTO ROSABAL, JR., MAX
GAMENG and other JOHN DOES whose true
identities are still unknown, all of the above-named
:{ccused being persons subject to trial by the Mi-
litary Tribunals pursuant to Presidential General
Order No. 49, dated 4 October 1974, in conjunction
with Presidential Decree No. 35, dated 7 November
1972, as amended, did, prior to, or on or about,
or hbetween the months of July 1975 and February

1976, in the Provinece of Kulinga-Apayao, the
Cities of Manila and Quezon and elsewhere in the
Philippines, wilfully, unlawfully and feloniously or-
ganize, and lead, and personally and actually ta-
king part in, a campaign to oppose, obstruct, im-
pede and hamper the work on the Chico River
Dam Prpject of the Government, which is intended
to provide irrigation and electricity for the wide
areas of Northern Luzon and thereby accelerate
the development and progress of the economic lite
of the people as well as of the entire nation, in-
citing the residents in the affected areas to resist,
oppose, obstruct, hamper, impede and deter all
Government efforts, by means of speeches, writ-
ings and other representations tending to the same
end, and by writing, publishing and circulating
scurrilous libels against the Government which
tend to disturb or obstruct any lawful officer in
executing the functions of his office, or which
tends to instigate others to cabal and meet toge-
ther for unlawful purposes, or which suggest or
incite rebellious conspiracies or riots, or which
lead or tend to stir the people against the lawtu!
authorities or to disturb the peace of the com-
munity and the safety and order of the Govern-
ment, a sample of said writings being a document,
with the glaving title: “HELP”, authored by
the accused MIRAFLOR PARPAN and addressed
to the accused BISHOP FRANCISCO CLAVER,
ameng the contents of which are quoted as follows:

“The people are terrified at the prospect
of relocation. Have you ever seen strong man
erying? I saw them weep in Kalinga.

“They speak of their friends and relatives
who were displaced by the hydro-electrifica-
tion in Ambuklao, in Binga and in Pantaba-
ngan. Independent farmers were reduced to
poverty.

“The Council of elders know families
from Ambuklaw, from Binga, and from Pan-
tabangan who are mow squatters in Manila,
and in Quezon City.

“Last year I was working in a research
project on wrbanization for the Institute of
Philippine Culture. As the antlhropologist in
the team, I saw the violence of urban removals,
the loneliness and hunger suffered by the
people in the resettlement sites.

“«1 understand the despair of the Kalinga
at the prospect of relocation.

“The people and the land are beautiful.
Beautiful in a way hard to match amypehere in
the Philippines. 1 find myself thinking:

“My ancesters, in the Iowl_and_, must have
been like this — before colonization,

“Unaware of the far-reaching soeial cost
of the project, the representatives of the gor-
ernment seem to be tndifferent to the péople.
When they are faced with opposition, lll(’]‘l’
appeal for assistance from the Military. » >

and the same subject matter, or tople, to wif,
opposition to the said Chico River Dam Project,
having been the subject of speeches and discussions
during meetings, rallies, demonstrations and other
group activities in Kalinga-Apayao, Saint Brigitte
School in Quezon City, and other places in the
Philippines, during which the participants were
exherted to do everything to cppese the said pro-
jeet or that “IF IT WILL BE OUR DEATH,
THEN IT IS BETTER THAT WE DIE"”, or words
to the same effect; and at the same time, the
same subject matter was published in the Philip-
pine Collegian issue of 24 September 1975, enti-
tled: “In Perspective: The Response of the Ka-
lingas and Bontoes to the Chico River Develop-
ment Project” authored by the accused P. SAR-
MIENTO ROSABAL, JR. and “Fcotnote to the
Kalinga Problem”, authored by the accused, MAX
GAMENG. portions of which read:

“A deily paper released this neirs itent
recently: ‘PC authorities have appealed to
524 families in barrios Hugugin, Tinglaya and
Kagaluan in Lubvagar, Kalinga-Apayao to va-
cate their places’ to give way to the construction
of the dam. Many times, the Kalingas and
the Bontocs have been asked to ‘undeistand and
sacerifice for the progress of the country and
the benefit of the greater majority’ — in re-
turn for which they have been provided relo-
cation. and remuneration for the damage which
would have been done by the Project. Bul
‘deep down in their guts, they know dainming
the Chico is a decree of death jor them as @
people’, as Bishop Francisco Clarver puts of.

“THE MEMO FOR
PROTRACTED STRUGGLE"

“The Kalinga and Bontocs have known the
price of refusal. They have made their stand.
In a symbolic ritual of the butchering of the
pig usually performed by the Kelingas when
faced with a common predicament, an omen
is determined by the people by looking into the
pig’s liver. The omens perccived in connection
with the dam isswe are carved on steel ou the
markers found in Tabuk., Bugnay ond Kosd-
luan, Kalinga-Apayao. Tley serve as wain-
ings to those who dare take the people for
gronted;

“The struggle will be a protracted casc but
the people will triumph in the end.

“At this point in owr history, it is rather
naive and simplistic to presume the comple-
mentarty of the interests of donor nations w !
that of the majority of the people. It is be-
coming cleaver and clearcr that, givea the
existing relations in the Philippine political
economy, developiment strategics in the conntiy
have become more and more synchronized to the
standards of the Metiopolis (which to the pri-
vileged few, have become the symbols of nio-
dernizaiion) ecven at the expense of the it
ereasing number of people fmprisoned, relo-




cated, dispossessed of lund or displaced from
cployment for the sake of ‘development’,

“The experiences of China and the ' pea-
cants’ wvietories in Vietnam and Cambodia
shons that ~the cietims of ‘Development’ will,
(i the lnet analysis, not renain ag such.”

CONTRARY TO LAW.

Camp Crame, for Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo,
Quezon City.

1st M:u‘ch 1976.

(Sgd.) HAMILTON B. DIMAYA
Colonel, JAGS (PC) GSC
Constabulary Judge Advocate

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 1st
day of March 1976.

(Sgd.) FELIX R. SOLOMON
Lt. Colonel JAGS (PC)
Administering Officer

His Excellency

Mr. Ferdinand E. Marcos
President of the Philippines
Malacaiian Palace, Manila

Your Excellency,

Miss Mariflor Parpan has been in custody since Jan-
uary of this year, and it was only recently she learned
what she was being held for. Enclosed is a xeroxed
copy of SPI-76005419 specifying the charges against
her. The document’s atrocious and convoluted gram-
mar makes for hard reading, but there is no mistaking
its import: Miss Parpan is being accused of hav-
ing, among other things, “wilfully, unlawfully and fe-
loniously” taken part in a campaign to “oppose, ob-
struct, impede and hamper” the government’s Chico
Rjver Dam project in Bontoc and’ Kalinga.

I il not contest here whether her action awas eri-
minal or not — this is a matter jor the courts to decide,
Dut 1 will contest the government’s selective everctse
of punilive (or preventive?) justice,

On page 2 of the Special Preliminary Investigation,
at the end of the paragraph of specification, I find
myself named one of the accused (there must be a se-
parate decument of charges against me). I do not
quarrel with the accusation itself: I readily admit
my deep involvement in my people’s opposition to the
dam project. I will even go so far as to state openly
that if that involvement is prejudged criminal by the
government, I am more “guilty” than Miss Parpan.

Henee the p‘ll-ll’ of this letter: If Miss Parpan (s be-
ing held for the reasons given in SPI-76005519, 1

.'!'(l,(/’/,vl protest her further detention, The government

neust cither put me in jail (like her) or set her jree
(like me). The uctual third alternative the Military
has jollowed to date is no alternative at all. On the
It is o blatant wmiscarriage of justice in
the very fact of its selectivity:  a woman is juiled for
months without charge; a bishop is not, Yet the
“ertme” iy the sume, wnd the lotter is in jact more
“guilly". d

contiary.

I will be here at Xavier House till Sunday morning,
in Malaybalay after then. Hoping for your speedy
consideration, I am,

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) FRANCISCO F. CLAVER, S.J.
Bishop of Malaybalay

ce.  Apostolic Nunciature
CBCP

Editor’s Note:

Mariflor Parpan was released from Fort Bonifacio
on August 28 — ten days after this letter was
written. She had been imprisoned for seven
months — seven weeks in solitary confinement.
There was no trial. She is now on probation, re-
porting to the military, every week, to give an
account of her activities.

| = THE COMMUNICATOR
is published under Philippine Council for
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