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A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS BY
SENATOR DANIEL k. INOUYE 
’’BUILDING BRIDGES TO THE FUTURE: 
THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII MEETS
THE CHALLENGES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CENTURY"
HONOLULU, HAWAII
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1992

Ladies and gentlemen, graduates, parents and friends, it 
is truly a pleasure to return once again to the campus of 
the University of Hawaii, and to share with you another 
joyous commencement. There are few events on my calendar 
which so vividly symbolize the hopes and dreams of young 
America as does the awarding of the baccalaureate — few 
events which speak so eloquently to the promise which our 
great nation offers to each of its citizens.
In your transition from student and scholar to graduate, 
our nation is once again blessed with renewed creativity 
and the power of youthful idealism. For just as surely 
as each one of you represents the pinnacle of hope, and 
achievement for your families, so too do you represent 
yet one more jewel in the crown of our great democracy.
This is your moment, your hour, to be recognized for all 
that you have accomplished during your years of study. 
It is the first of what I hope will be many golden days 
in the sun for each one of you. I salute your 
achievements, take pride in the honor which you bring to 
all Hawaii, and bid you the best of luck as you move off 
to new horizons.

MORE



THE WORLD AFTER THE FALL OF THE 
BERLIN WALL

Before you go, however, I would like to leave you with a 
few thoughts, about the changing face of the world in 
which you are now entering -- a world of challenge, a 
world of opportunity, and yes, a world of increasing 
uncertainty. The events now unfolding in Asia, Africa 
and Europe, suggest that we are embarking upon a period 
of tumultuous change — a time of political reorientation 
as dramatic and as profound as any which our fathers and 
grandfathers witnessed this century.
I wish I could reassure you that the unrest which now 
encircles the globe will be short-lived and that peace 
and prosperity will be the inevitable consequence of 
humanity’s eternal struggle for justice and equality. 
This is certainly my prayer, but unfortunately is beyond 
the capacity of any of us to predict.
As one who has seen the ravages of war and poverty 
numerous times over the course of my life, I would be 
deceiving you if my optimism for the future were not 
tempered by what I know to be reality. History, my 
friends, provides no guarantees on the shape of things to 
come. The possibilities for good and for evil remain 
essentially today, as they have always been, as numerous 
as the stars.
Yet, if there is anything in this world of which I am 
absolutely certain, it is that within each of us lies the 
power to transform the world for the better. Let there 
be no doubt as to the ability of well-meaning individuals 
to change life’s odds and to influence his or her own 
destiny along a positive course.
If there is any message that I hope you will carry with 
you into the future, it is this: you can make a 
difference in your lives and in the lives of others if 
you simply care enough to try and care enough to 
persevere.
This is the spirit that built our nation and made 
possible the freedoms we now cherish.
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I believe most passionately that in each one of you lies 
a Jefferson, a Lincoln, an Eleanor Roosevelt, a Mother 
Theresa, and a Martin Luther King. None of these great 
men and women accepted the failures and inequities of 
the world in which they were born, and neither should 
you! They believed in the perfectibility of the world in 
which they lived, and would not be turned away from what 
they knew was good, what was right and what was just.
My friends, I know you and I know this institution well 
enough to say, with supreme confidence, that you will not 
shrink from the challenges ahead.
This brings me to the state of the world today.
It was not so long ago that commencement speakers would 
have begun an address on the politics of our time by 
first describing the nuclear face-off between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. For nearly forty years, the 
world was viewed through the prism of the Cold War, a war 
which pitted East against West, good against evil and 
communist totalitarianism against democracy. During this 
period, the fear of nuclear holocaust shaped our national 
consciousness. The race for new and exotic weapons to 
meet the rising Soviet threat became all consuming, 
defining the course of much of our science and technology 
development. Perhaps you recall those days — it was 
just a mere twelve months ago — exactly twelve months 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union!
Ironically, in the light of current events, these now 
seem like simpler, less complicated times. National 
security policy meant deterrence. Nuclear policy meant 
flexible response. And foreign policy meant containment. 
What could be more certain than that there would always 
been a Soviet menace? What could be more inconceivable 
than the thought of thermonuclear war?
Whether the issue was poverty in the Third World, Leftist 
insurgency, resource depletion or weapons proliferation, 
American policy makers could be reasonably sure that all 
roads led to Moscow. How convenient it was to have a 
single address for so many of the world’s problems.
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This is not so today. While the demise of Soviet 
communism has led to a frenzied rush of democratic 
nation-building, the prospects for the future remain 
anything but certain. In places as remote as Bosnia, the 
Georgian republic, Tajikistan and Nagorno-Karabakh, 
liberation from Moscow has brought about none of the 
stability or prosperity which the citizens of these areas 
had dreamed of for decades. Instead of peace -- civil 
war, territorial disputes, hyper-inflation and ethnic 
strife have become the cruel legacy of self- 
determination .
What has been left in the wake of the once monolithic 
Soviet empire is a collection of economically and 
politically depressed mini-states, each struggling to 
survive as democratic nations with little capacity to 
succeed and no experience upon which to undertake such a 
bold experiment.
Once a military giant, the former Soviet Union is today 
reduced to little more than a weapons supermarket, 
selling off its once prized tanks, artillery and, 
aircraft to any country willing to pay the price. Just 
recently, Iran purchased three submarines from Moscow and 
there are reports that the Government of Kazakhstan has 
sold nuclear warheads, and possibly launchers, to Iran as 
well.
The reason for this fire sale of the century is simple. 
Faced with mounting debts, collapsing economies, 
unemployment, political instability and the prospect of 
large-scale starvation, the new republics of Asia have 
come to rely on the sale of weaponry as virtually the 
only source of hard currency.
It is a sad fact that, just when humanity appeared to be 
moving away from armed confrontation, this new influx of 
weapons into the world’s trouble spots has brought about 
a renewed fear of war, insurgency and repression. Even 
the scientists of the former Soviet Union are rushing to 
sell their services abroad — services which include the 
manufacture of weapons of mass destruction.
Who could have imagined, just five years ago, that the 
ethnic, nationalist and religious strife in places like 
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and Bosnia would dominate our 
headlines and lead to fears of a bloody pandemic, in much 
the same way that war suddenly, and irrationally, 
engulfed the world in August, 1914.
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Until a new world order emerges that truly represents a 
break with the past, we will have to gird ourselves for 
increasing global instability. The questions are many, 
the answers, at this time, are few. What will be the 
future of relations between India and Pakistan, North and 
South Korea, Iran and Iraq? What new and unpredictable 
direction can we expect from a changing China, an untamed 
Libya or a nuclear Argentina or Brazil?
Our nation is obliged to remain strong and resolute in 
the face of the changes now taking place. In our rush to 
demobilize our armed forces and melt down the weapons of 
war, we must stop to consider just what might be 
required, should the winds of misfortune turn in our 
direction. Is it prudent, I ask you, to close down the 
community fire station and sell off its equipment simply 
because an area has been temporarily spared the ravages 
of an inferno? Of course not.
I know you know better. I trust that the American people 
know better as well.
This, of course, does not mean that we should not adapt 
ourselves to the changes taking place both at home and 
abroad. Clearly, the economic policies of the Cold War 
are incompatible with the new realities our nation faces. 
Fiscal austerity will mean a change in the way we deploy 
our military forces. It will mean a continuing drawdown 
in the numbers of men and women under arms. Bases shall 
close and the size of our nuclear arsenal will decrease. 
This is how it should be.
In its place, however, we are creating a lighter, more 
mobile force able to respond to conflict and instability 
in new and creative ways. The skill and professionalism 
exhibited by our forces during Operation Desert Storm 
builds on the experience of the past, and is 
characteristic of the changes now taking place in our 
armed forces.
Even as we speak, the American military is engaged in 
vital humanitarian relief work in Somalia, Iraqi 
Kurdistan and Bosnia-Herzegovina — essential tasks for 
which our people are most ably suited. This work, I 
believe, is just as important to our national security as 
was manning the watchtowers along the inter-German 
frontier for nearly forty years, perhaps even more so.
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If you had ever been to those stricken areas of the world 
where our relief teams have been you would know that they 
have left behind an enduring legacy of American 
friendship and caring. It is an impression that, in 
places like Armenia, the Philippines and Bangladesh, has 
entered the folklore and deepest memory of the people we 
have assisted.
And what of our foreign policy in the years ahead? Here, 
too, our national perspective is shifting. The Asian- 
Pacific region, not the Atlantic, has become the 
principal focus of our international economic life.
No where is this better seen than in the issues 
surrounding trade with Japan, the transition of Hong Kong 
to China in 1997, or the impact of the North American 
Free Trade Area (NAFTA). In each instance, it is the 
Pacific region that claims the spotlight in Washington 
and is the focus of growing concern for policymakers.
There could not have been a more propitious time for you, 
the graduates of the University of Hawaii, to be studying 
here in the Aloha state. You have lived on the frontier 
of a new age of opportunity and discovery and have 
imbibed all that this unique perspective has to offer. 
No group of students in our nation today will have been 
prepared better for the challenges which lie ahead in 
this region of the world.
The diversity of numbers, and the focus of your 
curriculum, has given you an advantage in the new world 
of Asian-Pacific culture, commerce, and cooperation that 
few can match.
In your lifetimes, this region, which borders five of the 
world’s seven continents, has become the great meeting 
place of civilization, the source of critical raw 
materials and the engine of our global economy.
Understanding the needs and addressing the concerns of 
the people of the Pacific rim, is becoming not just an 
important, but an essential requirement for our survival 
and prosperity as a nation.
Make no mistake, your success in shaping this new Age of 
the Pacific will determine both the quality and the 
nature of our way of life far into the next century.
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A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS BY
SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE

BEFORE THE FACULTY AND STUDENTS OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

DECEMBER, 1992
BUILDING BRIDGES TO THE FUTURE: THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

MEETS THE CHALLENGES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Ladies and gentlemen, graduates, parents and friends, it is 

truly a pleasure to return once again to the campus of the 

University of Hawaii, and to share with you another joyous 

commencement. There are few events on my calendar which so vividly 

symbolize the hopes and dreams of young America as does the 

awarding of the baccalaureate — few events which speak so 

eloquently to the promise which our great nation offers to each of 

its citizens.
In your transition from student and scholar to graduate, our 

nation is once again blessed with renewed creativity and the power 

of youthful idealism. For just as surely as each one of you 

represents the pinnacle of hope and achievement for your families, 

so too do you represent yet one more jewel in the crown of our 

great democracy.
This is your moment, your hour to be recognized for all that 

you have accomplished during your years of study. It is the first 

of what I hope will be many golden days in the sun for each one of 

you. I salute your achievements, take pride in the honor which you 

bring to all Hawaii and bid you the best of luck as you move off to 

new horizons.
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THE WORLD AFTER THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL
Before you go, however, I would like to leave you with a few 

thoughts about the changing face of the world in which you are now 

entering — a world of challenge, a world of opportunity, and yes, 

a world of increasing uncertainty. The events now unfolding in 

Asia, Africa and Europe, suggest that we are embarking upon a 

period of tumultuous change — a time of political reorientation as 

dramatic and as profound as any which our fathers and grandfathers 

witnessed this century.

I wish I could reassure you that the unrest which now 

encircles the globe will be short-lived and that peace and 

prosperity will be the inevitable consequence of humanity's eternal 

struggle for justice and equality. This is certainly my prayer, 

but unfortunately is beyond the capacity of any of us to predict.

As one who has seen the ravages of war and poverty numerous 

times over the course of my life, I would be deceiving you if my 

optimism for the future were not tempered by what I know to be 

reality. History, my friends, provides no guarantees on the shape 

of things to come. The possibilities for good and for evil remain 

essentially today, as they have always been, as numerous as the 

stars.

Yet, if there is anything in this world of which I am 

absolutely certain, it is that within each of us lies the power to 

transform the world for the better. Let there be no doubt as to 

the ability of well-meaning individuals to change life's odds and 

to influence his or her own destiny along a positive course.
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If there is any message that I hope you will carry with you 

into the future, it is this: you can make a difference in your 

lives and in the lives of others if you simply care enough to try 

and care enough to persevere.

This is the spirit that built our nation and made possible the 

freedoms we now cherish.

I believe most passionately that in each one of you lies a 

Jefferson, a Lincoln, an Eleanor Roosevelt, a Mother Theresa and a 

Martin Luther King. None of these great men and women accepted the 

failures and inequities of the world in which they were born, and 

neither should you! They believed in the perfectibility of the 

world in which they lived, and would not be turned away from what 

they knew was good, what was right and what was just.

My friends, I know you and I know this institution well enough 

to say with supreme confidence that you will not shrink from the 

challenges ahead.

This brings me to the state of the world today.

It was not so long ago that commencement speakers would have 

begun an address on the politics of our time by first describing 

the nuclear face-off between the United States and the Soviet 

Union. For nearly forty years, the world was viewed through the 

prism of the Cold War, a war which pitted East against West, good 

against evil and communist totalitarianism against democracy.

During this period, the fear of nuclear holocaust shaped our 

national consciousness. The race for new and exotic weapons to 
meet the rising Soviet threat became all consuming, defining the 
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course of much of our science and technology development. Perhaps 

you recall those days — it was just a mere twelve months ago — 

exactly twelve months since the collapse of the Soviet Union!

Ironically, in the light of current events, these now seem 

like simpler, less complicated times. National security policy 

meant deterrence. Nuclear policy meant flexible response. And 

foreign policy meant containment. What could be more certain than 

that there would always been a Soviet menace? What could be more 

inconceivable than the thought of thermonuclear war?

Whether the issue was poverty in the Third World, Leftist 
insurgency, resource depletion or weapons proliferation, American 

policy makers could be reasonably sure that all roads led to 

Moscow. How convenient it was to have a single address for so many 

of the world's problems.

This is not so today. While the demise of Soviet communism 

has led to a frenzied rush of democratic nation-building, the 

prospects for the future remain anything but certain. In places as 

remote as Bosnia, the Georgian republic, Tajikistan and Nagorno- 

Karabakh, liberation from Moscow has brought about none of the 

stability or prosperity which the citizens of these areas had 

dreamed of for decades. Instead of peace — civil war, territorial 

disputes, hyper-inflation and ethnic strife have become the cruel 

legacy of self-determination.

What has been left in the wake of the once monolithic Soviet 

empire is a collection of economically and politically depressed 

mini-states, each struggling to survive as democratic nations with 
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little capacity to succeed and no experience upon which to 

undertake such a bold experiment.

Once a military giant, the former Soviet Union is today 

reduced to little more than a weapons supermarket, selling off its 

once prized tanks, artillery and, aircraft to any country willing 

to pay the price. Just recently, Iran purchased three submarines 

from Moscow and there are reports that the Government of Kazakhstan 

has sold nuclear warheads, and possibly launchers, to Iran as well.

The reason for this fire sale of the century is simple. Faced 

with mounting debts, collapsing economies, unemployment, political 

instability and the prospect of large-scale starvation, the new 

republics of Asia have come to rely on the sale of weaponry as 

virtually the only source of hard currency.

It is a sad fact that, just when humanity appeared to be 

moving away from armed confrontation, this new influx of weapons 

into the world's trouble spots has brought about a renewed fear of 

war, insurgency and repression. Even the scientists of the former 

Soviet Union are rushing to sell their services abroad — services 

which include the manufacture of weapons of mass destruction.

Who could have imagined, just five years ago, that the ethnic, 

nationalist and religious strife in places like Abkhazia, South 

Ossetia, and Bosnia would dominate our headlines and lead to fears 

of a bloody pandemic, in much the same way that war suddenly, and 

irrationally, engulfed the world in August, 1914.

Until a new world order emerges that truly represents a break 

with the past, we will have to gird ourselves for increasing global
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instability. The questions are many, the answers, at this time, 

are few. What will be the future of relations between India and 

Pakistan, North and South Korea, Iran and Iraq? What new and 

unpredictable direction can we expect from a changing China, an 

untamed Libya or a nuclear Argentina or Brazil?

price of living in Paradise. We have come to accept that violence

confronted and overcome. This is the Hawaiian spirit--
It is for this reason that Our nation is obliged to remain 

strong and resolute in the face of the changes now taking place. 

In our rush to demobilize our armed forces and melt down the 

weapons of war, we mush stop to consider just what might be 

required should the winds of misfortune turn in our direction. Is 

it prudent, I ask you, to close down the community fire station and 

sell off its equipment simply because an area has been temporarily 

spared the ravages of an inferno? Of course not.

I know you know better. I trust that the American people know 

better as well.

This, of course, does not mean that we should not adapt 

ourselves to the changes taking place both at home and abroad. 

But friends please don't  be discouraged by my words. After 

all, we know well the meaning of uncertainty. We live 
with it every day. Whether it is a typhoon or storm surge striking 

lard from across the Pacific or the explosion of molten rock 
streaming forth from the depths of the earth, this for us is the

and chaos is a natural and inevitable part of existence. It is 

neither a cause for fear or disillusionment. It must be accepted,
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Clearly, the economic policies of the Cold War are incompatible 

with the new realities our nation faces. Fiscal austerity will 

mean a change in the way we deploy our military forces. It will 

mean a continuing drawdown in the numbers of men and women under 

arms. Bases shall close and the size of our nuclear arsenal will 

decrease. This is how it should be.

In its place, however, we are creating a lighter, more mobile 

force able to respond to conflict and instability in new and 

creative ways. The skill and professionalism exhibited by our 

forces during Operation Desert Storm builds on the experience of 

the past and is characteristic of the changes now taking place in 

our armed forces.

Even as we speak, the American military is engaged in vital 

humanitarian relief work in Somalia, Iraqi Kurdistan and Bosnia- 

Herzegovina — essential tasks for which our people are most ably 

suited. This work, I believe, is just as important to our national 

security as was manning the watchtowers along the inter-German 

frontier for nearly forty years, perhaps even more so.

If you had ever been to those stricken areas of the world 

where our relief teams have been you would know that they have left 

behind an enduring legacy of American friendship and caring. It is 

an impression that, in places like Armenia, the Philippines and 

Bangladesh, has entered the folklore and deepest memory of the 

people we have assisted.

And what of our foreign policy in the years ahead? Here, too, 

our national perspective is shifting. The Asian-Pacific region, 
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not the Atlantic, has become the principal focus of our 

international economic life.

No where is this better seen than in the issues surrounding 

trade with Japan, the transition of Hong Kong to China in 1997, or 

the impact of the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA). In each 

instance, it is the Pacific region that claims the spotlight in 

Washington and is the focus of growing concern for policymakers.

There could not have been a more propitious time for you, the 

graduates of the University of Hawaii, to be studying here in the 

Aloha state. You have lived on the frontier of a new age of 

opportunity and discovery and have imbibed all that this unique 

perspective has to offer. No group of students in our nation today 

will have been prepared better for the challenges which lie ahead 

in this region of the world.

The diversity of numbers and the focus of your curriculum has 

given you an advantage in the new world of Asian-Pacific culture, 

commerce and cooperation that few can match.

In your lifetimes, this region, which borders five of the 

world's seven continents, has become the great meeting place of 

civilization, the source of critical raw materials and the engine 

of our global economy. Understanding the needs and addressing the 

concerns of the people of the Pacific rim, is becoming not just an 

important, but an essential requirement for our survival and 

prosperity as a nation.

Make no mistake, your success in shaping this new Age of the 

Pacific will determine both the quality and the nature of our way 



9

of life far into the next century.

If I did not know how well you have been prepared for this 

task I think I would leave this hall with feelings of some 

trepidation. But I have none.

For though the challenge is enormous, you have been molded by 

a University of exceptional character and caliber. Its perspective 

has been influenced, in no small measure, by the scholarship 

embedded in The East-West Center, an institution noted for its 

academic stature and ability both on the mainland and abroad. For 

over a quarter of a century, the Center has brought our nation 

closer to understanding the unique, and often perplexing, cultures 

and customs of the Pacific region. All Americans owe it a debt of 

gratitude.

Whether one is pursuing work in the fields of national 

security, telecommunications, business, education, travel, tourism 

or agriculture, the University of Hawaii and its affiliated 

programs have fostered an interdisciplinary environment that is 

aptly suited to our new age. The diploma which you receive today 

represents decades of educational alchemy that has produced one of 

the richest and most varied experiences available to students 

today. Do not forsake its promise. Trust in the ideas which it 

has nurtured in you. Be proud of the values it represents.

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, let me say that this university will forever be 

a source of pride and deep affection for me — a place of personal 
as well as scholarly enrichment.
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For as I have watched its students come and go over the years,

grow and mature, so too have I watched the development of this 

university from a small and struggling campus to an institution of 

international renown.  the people of Hawaii
It should be a source of honor for all Hawaiians that, out of 

our native soil, we have built a university with outstanding 

departments, assembled a world class faculty and brought together 

a diverse student body representing the best of America's youth.

Mr. President, scholars — and especially all of those
graduating I salute you. The greatest of your

accomplishments are still before you. Go forth and seek them, give 

flight to your dreams, take hold the reins of destiny, and live 

life to the fullest.

Thank you and God speed.
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A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS BY
SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
BUILDING BRIDGES TO THE FUTURE:

THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII MEETS
THE CHALLENGES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CENTURY”
HONOLULU, HAWAII
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1992

Ladies and gentlemen, graduates, parents and friends, it 
is truly a pleasure to return once again to the campus of 
the University of Hawaii, and to share with you another 
joyous commencement. There are few events on my calendar 
which so vividly symbolize the hopes and dreams of young 
America as does the awarding of the baccalaureate -- few 
events which speak so eloquently to the promise which our 
great nation offers to each of its citizens.
In your transition from student and scholar to graduate, 
our nation is once again blessed with renewed creativity 
and the power of youthful idealism. For just as surely 
as each one of you represents the pinnacle of hope, and 
achievement for your families, so too do you represent 
yet one more jewel in the crown of our great democracy.
This is your moment, your hour, to be recognized for all 
that you have accomplished during your years of study. 
It is the first of what I hope will be many golden days 
in the sun for each one of you. I salute your 
achievements, take pride in the honor which you bring to 
all Hawaii, and bid you the best of luck as you move off 
to new horizons.

MORE



THE WORLD AFTER THE FALL OF THE 
BERLIN WALL

Before you go, however, I would like to leave you with a 
few thoughts, about the changing face of the world in 
which you are now entering — a world of challenge, a 
world of opportunity, and yes, a world of increasing 
uncertainty. The events now unfolding in Asia, Africa 
and Europe, suggest that we are embarking upon a period 
of tumultuous change -- a time of political reorientation 
as dramatic and as profound as any which our fathers and 
grandfathers witnessed this century.
I wish I could reassure you that the unrest which now 
encircles the globe will be short-lived and that peace 
and prosperity will be the inevitable consequence of 
humanity’s eternal struggle for justice and equality. 
This is certainly my prayer, but unfortunately is beyond 
the capacity of any of us to predict.
As one who has seen the ravages of war and poverty 
numerous times over the course of my life, I would be 
deceiving you if my optimism for the future were not 
tempered by what I know to be reality. History, my 
friends, provides no guarantees on the shape of things to 
come. The possibilities for good and for evil remain 
essentially today, as they have always been, as numerous 
as the stars.
Yet, if there is anything in this world of which I am 
absolutely certain, it is that within each of us lies the 
power to transform the world for the better. Let there 
be no doubt as to the ability of well-meaning individuals 
to change life’s odds and to influence his or her own 
destiny along a positive course.
If there is any message that I hope you will carry with 
you into the future, it is this: you can make a 
difference in your lives and in the lives of others if 
you simply care enough to try and care enough to 
persevere.
This is the spirit that built our nation and made 
possible the freedoms we now cherish.
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I believe most passionately that in each one of you lies 
a Jefferson, a Lincoln, an Eleanor Roosevelt, a Mother 
Theresa, and a Martin Luther King. None of these great 
men and women accepted the failures and inequities of 
the world in which they were born, and neither should 
you! They believed in the perfectibility of the world in 
which they lived, and would not be turned away from what 
they knew was good, what was right and what was just.
My friends, I know you and I know this institution well 
enough to say, with supreme confidence, that you will not 
shrink from the challenges ahead.
This brings me to the state of the world today.
It was not so long ago that commencement speakers would 
have begun an address on the politics of our time by 
first describing the nuclear face-off between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. For nearly forty years, the 
world was viewed through the prism of the Cold War, a war 
which pitted East against West, good against evil and 
communist totalitarianism against democracy. During this 
period, the fear of nuclear holocaust shaped our national 
consciousness. The race for new and exotic weapons to 
meet the rising Soviet threat became all consuming, 
defining the course of much of our science and technology 
development. Perhaps you recall those days — it was 
just a mere twelve months ago — exactly twelve months 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union!
Ironically, in the light of current events, these now 
seem like simpler, less complicated times. National 
security policy meant deterrence. Nuclear policy meant 
flexible response. And foreign policy meant containment. 
What could be more certain than that there would always 
been a Soviet menace? What could be more inconceivable 
than the thought of thermonuclear war?
Whether the issue was poverty in the Third World, Leftist 
insurgency, resource depletion or weapons proliferation, 
American policy makers could be reasonably sure that all 
roads led to Moscow. How convenient it was to have a 
single address for so many of the world’s problems.
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This is not so today. While the demise of Soviet 
communism has led to a frenzied rush of democratic 
nation-building, the prospects for the future remain 
anything but certain. In places as remote as Bosnia, the 
Georgian republic, Tajikistan and Nagorno-Karabakh, 
liberation from Moscow has brought about none of the 
stability or prosperity which the citizens of these areas 
had dreamed of for decades. Instead of peace — civil 
war, territorial disputes, hyper-inflation and ethnic 
strife have become the cruel legacy of self- 
determination .
What has been left in the wake of the once monolithic 
Soviet empire is a collection of economically and 
politically depressed mini-states, each struggling to 
survive as democratic nations with little capacity to 
succeed and no experience upon which to undertake such a 
bold experiment.
Once a military giant, the former Soviet Union is today 
reduced to little more than a weapons supermarket, 
selling off its once prized tanks, artillery and, 
aircraft to any country willing to pay the price. Just 
recently, Iran purchased three submarines from Moscow and 
there are reports that the Government of Kazakhstan has 
sold nuclear warheads, and possibly launchers, to Iran as 
well.
The reason for this fire sale of the century is simple. 
Faced with mounting debts, collapsing economies, 
unemployment, political instability and the prospect of 
large-scale starvation, the new republics of Asia have 
come to rely on the sale of weaponry as virtually the 
only source of hard currency.
It is a sad fact that, just when humanity appeared to be 
moving away from armed confrontation, this new influx of 
weapons into the world’s trouble spots has brought about 
a renewed fear of war, insurgency and repression. Even 
the scientists of the former Soviet Union are rushing to 
sell their services abroad -- services which include the 
manufacture of weapons of mass destruction.
Who could have imagined, just five years ago, that the 
ethnic, nationalist and religious strife in places like 
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and Bosnia would dominate our 
headlines and lead to fears of a bloody pandemic, in much 
the same way that war suddenly, and irrationally, 
engulfed the world in August, 1914.
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Until a new world order emerges that truly represents a 
break with the past, we will have to gird ourselves for 
increasing global instability. The questions are many, 
the answers, at this time, are few. What will be the 
future of relations between India and Pakistan, North and 
South Korea, Iran and Iraq? What new and unpredictable 
direction can we expect from a changing China, an untamed 
Libya or a nuclear Argentina or Brazil?
Our nation is obliged to remain strong and resolute in 
the face of the changes now taking place. In our rush to 
demobilize our armed forces and melt down the weapons of 
war, we must stop to consider just what might be 
required, should the winds of misfortune turn in our 
direction. Is it prudent, I ask you, to close down the 
community fire station and sell off its equipment simply 
because an area has been temporarily spared the ravages 
of an inferno? Of course not.
I know you know better. I trust that the American people 
know better as well.
This, of course, does not mean that we should not adapt 
ourselves to the changes taking place both at home and 
abroad. Clearly, the economic policies of the Cold War 
are incompatible with the new realities our nation faces. 
Fiscal austerity will mean a change in the way we deploy 
our military forces. It will mean a continuing drawdown 
in the numbers of men and women under arms. Bases shall 
close and the size of our nuclear arsenal will decrease. 
This is how it should be.
In its place, however, we are creating a lighter, more 
mobile force able to respond to conflict and instability 
in new and creative ways. The skill and professionalism 
exhibited by our forces during Operation Desert Storm 
builds on the experience of the past, and is 
characteristic of the changes now taking place in our 
armed forces.
Even as we speak, the American military is engaged in 
vital humanitarian relief work in Somalia, Iraqi 
Kurdistan and Bosnia-Herzegovina — essential tasks for 
which our people are most ably suited. This work, I 
believe, is just as important to our national security as 
was manning the watchtowers along the inter-German 
frontier for nearly forty years, perhaps even more so.
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If I did not know how well you have been prepared for 
this task I think I would leave this hall with feelings 
of some trepidation. But I have none.
For though the challenge is enormous, you have been 
molded by a University of exceptional character and 
caliber. Its perspective has been influenced, in no 
small measure, by the scholarship embedded in the East- 
West Center, an institution noted for its academic 
stature and ability, both on the mainland and abroad. 
For over a quarter of a century, the Center has brought 
our nation closer to understanding the unique, and often 
perplexing, cultures and customs of the Pacific region. 
All Americans owe it a debt of gratitude.
Whether one is pursuing work in the fields of national 
security, telecommunications, business, education, 
travel, tourism or agriculture, the University of Hawaii, 
and its affiliated programs, have fostered an 
interdisciplinary environment that is aptly suited to our 
new age. The diploma which you receive today represents 
decades of educational alchemy that has produced one of 
the richest, and most varied experiences available to 
students today. Do not forsake its promise. Trust in 
the ideas which it has nurtured in you. Be proud of the 
values it represents.

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, let me say that this university will 
forever be a source of pride and deep affection for me -- 
a place of personal as well as scholarly enrichment.
For as I have watched its students come and go over the 
years, grow and mature, so too have I watched the 
development of this university from a small and 
struggling campus to an institution of international 
renown.
It should be a source of honor for all the people of 
Hawaii that we have built a university with outstanding 
departments, assembled a world class faculty, and brought 
together a diverse student body representing the best of 
America’s youth.
Mr. President, scholars, and especially the graduates, I 
salute you. The greatest of your accomplishments are 
still before you. Go forth and seek them, give flight to 
your dreams, take hold the reins of destiny, and live 
life to the fullest.
Thank you and Aloha
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