
A MESSAGE FROM:

As we inaugurate this Education

Newsletter, we are hopeful that it

will begin to serve as an addi-

tional and vital link in commni-

cations among all of us interested

in education in the Trust Terri-

tory of the Pacific Islands. There

is such a tremendous interest at

this time, and there is so much to

be done in education now and in

the future, that we must exchange,

os share and communicate ideas and

co information as we never have be-

\ i fore, or be left in the wake of
R. BURL YARBERRY progress.

|) This Newsletter will not be an "Olympian" message fromon

-) high; it will rather be a part of a network of discussion

(= which involves you and me. In it, you and I will read

| staff and laymen's reports about activities and special

[= possibilities in Federal Programs, current educational is-

_ EDUCATION [= sues and, we hope, much more.
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oe f= At certain times in a society, there is an uncommon oppor-

Meeyol.I No.l July '69 — | tunity to participate uniquely in the fundamental develop-
RRR eR ca 4 ment and building of that society. I judge this to be such

' a time in the Trust Territory; you and I, Micronesian and

) American alike, have such a remarkable opportunity in be-

| half of the citizens of this little known and often forgot-

| ten area of the world. In authentic and appropriate pat-

| terns, an educational enterprise can emerge here which

| will serve the people well in development; an enterprise

| which will stand not as a copy but as a model of what an

| open and democratic society can do to strengthen itself.

| As you know, we have elemental yet complex problems in this

f educational development and we would be naive to shrug

| them off or ignore them. We might designate them within

— three categories: program or curriculum building, teacher

© and otker staff training, and providing of facilities --

| deceptively simple to state, yet very difficult to support

— and accomplish, especially if we achieve authenticity and

| appropriateness.

. : Qur job, yours and mine, is to remember constantly that
ie | tke students are out there, and to provide the best poss-

a | ~ ible educational programs for them. What a magnificent
| opportunity we have!
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The program of public education in the Trust Territory receives its major

financial support from the general appropriations budget. In addition, the

Trust Territory is eligible to receive the benefits from special U. S. Fed-

eral assistance programs. Your Department of Education staff is striving

diligently to take full advantage of all opportunities afforded. Recently,

separate Territory Plans have been completed for participation in three

special programs.

I. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT =~ TITLE III

Following guidelines and regulations in great detail, the Territory Plan in-

cludes an assessment of critical educational needs and a description of an

innovative program to meet them. A Territory-wide Advisory Council, Wilhelm
Rengiil, chairman, advises in the development and administration of the Plan.

The Title III Territory Plan for fiscal year 1970 has been approved by the

U. S. Office of Education. Emphasis will be to increase the number and im-

prove the competencies of teachers, and to provide for special education

needs of youth with health impairments.

II. HIGHER EDUCATION ACT - TITLE V

To attract and qualify teachers to meet critical teacher shortages and to pro-

vide opportunities for experienced teachers to improve their teaching profi-

ciency is the purpose of this Act. The Title V Territory Plan was submitted

and official approval for participation in fiscal year 1970 has been received.

As a result, new and improved teacher training programs at MTEC and MOC will

be possible.

A Teacher Education Advisory Council has been formed to consult with and ad-

vise Howard Kerstetter, Deputy Commissioner for Elementary and Secondary Ed-

ucation, and Carl Daeufer, Coordinator for Teacher Education, on matters re-

lating to the administration of the Act.

ITI. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACT

A Territory Plan for Vocational Education has been prepared and submitted,

and is awaiting official approval.


