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STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
BEFORE THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CENSUS,
STATISTICS AND POSTAL PERSONNEL

July 29, 1993

Mr. Chairman, I commend you for your long-standing interest
in census issues, as well as your concern about the accuracy of
the racial and ethnic statistics used by federal agencies.
Because of your leadership and the attention you have given to
federal standards for measuring race and ethnicity, people now
realize the need for greater statistical accountability by the
federal government.

I would like to commend you for holding this series of
hearings on OMB Directive No. 15, an important guideline
governing racial and ethnic data collection.

The concern I voice today will come as no surprise. As a

Native Hawaiian, I have long sought to educate my colleagues and

the American public on the needs and concerns of my kindred

people. For this reason, I strongly recommend that the Congress
and the Clinton Administration reclassify Native Hawaiians and
place them in the same category as American Indians and Alaska
Natives uqder OMB Directive No. 15. My proposal is supported by
the entire.Hawaii congressional delegation, Hawaii's Governor
John Waihee, Native Hawaiian organizations, and the National

Coalition for an Accurate Cdunt of Asians and Pacific Islanders.




Native Hawaiians are defined as Native Americans in many
federal laws. However, we have literally "fallen through the
cracks" when it comes to a consistent federal policy towards
Native Americans.

This is due, in part, to the classification of Native
Hawaiians as Asian or Pacific Islanders in federal forms. As a
result, there is the misperception that Native Hawaiians, who

number well over 200,000, somehow "immigrated" to the United

States like other Asian or Pacific Island groups. This leads to

the erroneous impression that Native Hawaiians, the original
inhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands, no longer exist.

We exist, Mr. Chairman. The fact that I am sitting before
you today is proof that we exist. And I want to make it clear
thatANative Hawaiians are Native Americans. While we are
culturally Polynesian, we are descendants of the aboriginal
people who occupied and exercised sovereignty in the area that
now constitutes the State of Hawaii. Like the varying cultures
among the hundreds of American Indian tribes or Alaska Natives,
Native Hawaiians also have a unique political and historical
relationship with the United States.

History will show that, for close to 70 years, between 1826
and 1893, the United States recognized the independence of the
Kingdom of Hawaii and extended full and complete diplomatic
recognition to the Hawaiian government. History will show that,
without the active support and intervention by U.S diplomatic and
military representatives, the 1893 overthrow of Queen

Liliuokalani would have failed for lack of popular support and




insufficient arms. In his message to Congress regarding these
events, President Grover Cleveland called the overthrow an "act
of war, committed with the participation of a diplomatic
representative of the United States and without authority of
Congress," and acknowledged that, by such acts, the government of
a peaceful and friendly nation was overthrown;

Despite such historical evidence and the revival of our
culture, arts and language, Native Hawaiians are still being left
out of national reports and history books that depict our
Nation's native peoples.

There are many things that should be done to change this
insensitivity, and OMB Directive No. 15 is a good place to start.

I firmly believe that changing the category under which Native

Hawaiians are included, through OMB Directive No. 15, will

greatly assist our efforts in rectifying such misunderstandings
of fact.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I look forward to working with you
in planning for the 2000 census and in ensuring more accurate

accountability in racial and ethnic statistics.




