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NARRATION

You will understand and, I believe,

agree with my wish that the form of

this inauguration be simple and its

words brief.
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We Americans of today, together with 

our Allies, are passing through a 

period of supreme test. It is a test 

of our courage — of our resolve —

of our essential decency.
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If we meet that test — successfully 

and honorably — we shall perform a 

service of historic importance which 

men and women and children will honor

throughout all time.
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ln the days and in the years that are 

to come we shall work for a just and 

durable peace as today we work and

fight for total victory in war.
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We seek an enduring peace. More than 

an end to war, we want an end to the 

beginning of wars, an end to this 

brutal, inhuman method of settling 

differences between governments.
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We have learned that we cannot live 

alone, at peace; that our own well­

being is dependent on the well-being

of other nations — far away.



We have learned the fearsome cost of

war. The profound, irreplaceable

loss of loved ones — the agony,

destruction and pain.



-8-

We have learned that the work, my 

friends, is an end to war — an end 

to the settlement of differences by 

the mass killing of people.
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As I stand here today, having taken 

the solemn oath of office in the 

presence of my fellow countrymen and 

women — I know that it is America's

purpose that we shall not fail.
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We shall strive for perfection. We 

shall not achieve it immediately — 

but we shall strive. We may make 

mistakes — but they must never be 

mistakes which result from faintness 

of heart or abandonment of moral 

principle.
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We pray now for the vision to see our 

way clearly — to see the way that 

leads to a better life for ourselves 

and for all our fellow men and women.

We pray for peace all over the Earth.


