
 3. The Zoning System in the Eastern Military Area, as is well known,  
consists of Prohibited or A-Zone s, and Coastal  and Non - C o a s t a l  
R e s t r i c t e d  o rB-Zones. Prohibited Zones protect vital facilities and installations.  Coastal
Restricted Zones were set up to: protect the coast from German attack and infil- 
tration and to prevent communication with the enemy.  Non-Coastal Restricted
Zones protect important utilities, facilities, etc. Upon the cessation of the 
war with Germ any there will be no further need for Coastal Restricted Zones.
Mrny Prohibited and Non-Coastal Restricted Zones can be abolished, but the pro- 
tection afforded by Prohibited Zones to P-1 facilities on the Master Inspection 
Responsibility List must be continued.  Some other Prohibited Zones and some 
Non-Coastal Restricted Zones must also be continued. The selection o f  Zones 
to be abolished is a matter for Service Commanders with whom the recommenda- 
tions for Zones originated. 

The decision for the continuance of the zoning system will in itself 
render it necessary to continue the Eastern Military Area which is the legal 
basis for all military measures for the prevention of espionage and sabota g e .  
The end of the war with Germany will render it unnecessary to keep present 
excludees out of the exclusion area.

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  E A S T E R N  D E F E N S E  C O M M A N D ,  G o v e r n o r s  I s l a n d ,  N e w  Y o r k  

4, N.Y. 9 Dec 1944
To: The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 

25,  D.C . 1 .   T h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  b s a i c  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  
a t  t h i s  H e a d q u a r t e r s , O n  5  D e c e m b e r  1 9 4 4 ,  a  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  

h e l d  h e r e  w h i c h  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  Commanding Generals of the First, Second, Third, and Fourth Service Com m a n d s ,
S F ;  T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l ,  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n ;  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Civilian Defense; representatives from  

t h e  E a s t e r n  S e a  F r o n t i e r ,  t h e  O f f i c eof t h e  Commanding General, CSF, the Office of the Provost Marshal General and 
staff officers. Aftcr a discussion of the subject matter of the  directive,
these officers were unanimous in the belief that the actions I recommend in
paragraph 4 of'this ind o r s e m e n t  
will result in the relaxation of passive pro- tection measures to the 

greatest extent permissible upon the capitulation of Germany. 2. Upon the capitulation of Germany, danger from enemy air attack 
on the Atlantic Seaboard, and from submarine attack on Allied shipping 
off the coast, will be removed.  there will then be no 
justification for the continuance of the blackout and 
the dimout.  Likewise, the continuance of structural protection,camouflage or protective obscurement will be unnecessary.  The removal of contain

 passive protection 
m e a s u r e s  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h eOffice of thp Chief  of Engineers.  Some control of aerial photography in addition

to that provided by statute  
m u s t  b e  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o nof admininistrative measures, much declassification of areas is advisable.  While 
control of ciy ilian flying by the military authoritie s  

i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  V i t a l  Air D e f e n s e  A r e a  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  m o r e  l a t i t u d e  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e .  



(

. 4, The following recommendations, effective on the capitulation of 
Germany, are submitted:

(1 ) Coastal  Restricted Zones be abolished;

(2 ) Non-Coastal Restricted Zones  be abolished, except those 
which the fa c ilit ie s  concerned and the Service Commanders specifi- 
ca lly  desire to retain, after re-examination;

( 4)  Existing regulations or restric tion s applicable to Zones 
be continued,

b.  T h e  Eastern M ilit a r y  A r e a  b e  
c o n t i n u e d .

c. The Air Raid Protection Regulations, that is, the blackout, and 
the Dimout Regulations be rescinded.  

d. As to this Exclusion Program, those individuals now excluded from  
the Military A rea or the Coastal Exclusion Area be permitted to return.

e. As to structural protection, camouflage, or protective obscurement
'

(1) All current directives on those subjects be rescinded;
(2) No further effort be made to maintain a ny such existing

passive protection measures except that trees, shrubs and grass 
planted at permanent seacoast projects- be maintained;

 
(3) A l l administrative procedures in connection with the removal 

of passive protection structures which-the government is obligated to 
remove be processed by the interested Service Coimnnder or Division  
Engineer as may be appropriate. f. As to control of aerial photography,(1) All areas currently accorded RESTRICTED classification be declassified except those including facilities carrying a P-1 rating on the Master Inspection responsibility list; and(2)All areas currently accorded SECRET status be reclassified as RESTRICTED except those areas whose status has so changed by V-Eday that declassification is warranted and such declassifcation isrecommended by Service Command or Naval District, and except thefollowing:(a) Sault Ste. Marie Military Area; and  

a. As to Zones,

(3 ) Prohibited Zones covering P-1 fa c ilit ie s  appearing on the 
Master Inspection Responsibility List and the A ir  Corps In sta llation  
Security Inspection Responsibility List, which it  is understood is 
now in process of preparation, be  continued so long as such f a c i l i - 
t ie s  remain on these lis ts ; other Prohibited Zones be continued where 
considered advisable by Service Commanders; and



(b ) Most sensitive areas along the Eastern Seaboard 
such as ports of embarkation, arsenals, depots, and naval 
bases (as recommended by Service Commands or Naval D istricts).

g. As to control of  fly in g , W.D. Circular 60, 1944,  be retained and  
G. 0. 7, this Headquarters, be modified to permit more latitude in c iv ilian  
fly in g  within the Eastern V ita l A ir Defense Area.

5. In accordance with the directive, draft of suggested public announce-  
ment to point out clearly to the public the minimum passive protective measures 
which must be continued during the war against Japan is enclosed.

/s/ George Grunert 
GEORGE GRUNERT  

Lieutenant General, U. S. Army. 
C ommanding .

1 In c l.
Draft of public announcement.'


