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STATEMENT BY 
DANIEL K. INOUYE 

UNITED STATES SENATOR

I wish to thank you for joining me this evening. Out of a 
personal growing concern for our nation's youth, I requested that 
the Congress' Office of Technology Assessment conduct the first 
landmark national investigation of the health status of our next 
generation of workers, parents and citizens — our American 
adolescents.

I was joined in this unprecedented bipartisan request by 36 of my 
colleagues in the Congress from key committee and leadership, 
positions that have jurisdiction over the health and well-being 
of American youth.

I requested this study because I believe that we need reliable 
information about the health of our youth. We need to know what 
their problems are. We need to know what incentives the youth of 
today need to ensure that they will mature into the productive 
and healthy adults of tomorrow.

The Office of Technology Assessment report tells us that all 
sectors of our society must be involved in making better lives 
for and with our young people.

The report highlights three major services which are needed by 
adolescents. They are: health promotion, problem prevention and 
treatment.

I was shocked to learn that:

— 13 percent of our nation's teenagers drop out of school;
— Over 1 million teenagers get pregnant every year;
— 33 percent of our adolescents have thought about suicide
- - 15 percent have actually attempted suicide;
— 33 percent admitted to taking drugs or drinking on a regular 

basis;
— In 1988, 1.6 million adolescents were arrested — 700,000 

were confined in institutions;
— More than 1 million teens are homeless.

The Office of Technology Assesment study highlighted four major 
options:
— Improving U.S. adolescents' access to appropriate health 

services;
— Restructuring and invigorating Federal efforts to improve the 

status of adolescent health;
— Improving adolescents' social environment;
— Taking a comprehensive approach to adolescent health 

concerns, rather than the traditional single-issue 
approaches.



At both the national and state levels, we must work to improve 
universal access to needed health care and preventive services 
for adolescents. We must be creative in establishing new 
delivery systems that adapt to the changing social and economic 
environment in which adolescents find themselves. It is 
imperative that we provide adolescents with a broad range of 
services.

At all levels of government, and in cooperation with all sectors, 
we must work to create and improve conditions for our adolescents 
-- they need decent housing, safe neighborhoods that promote a 
sense of community, good schools and places to learn and to play, 
decent wages, family-friendly and supportive policies, and a 
healthy economy. We can no longer turn our heads and say "it is 
not our kids." In fact, today it is "our" children at risk. 
What this report sets forth may surprise or frighten you.
Whatever your reaction — let us do something about it.

I am anxious to learn about the unique problems facing our youth 
in Hawaii. I look forward to hearing the comments of the members 
of our panel and from you in the audience. We must now turn our 
attention toward strategies to strengthen our most valuable 
resource — our Keiki 0 Ka Aina.



CLOSING REMARKS

As we have learned tonight, much is being done to support our 
youth in Hawaii. However, together we can do so much more. We 
cannot afford not to.

For this reason, I will convene a Task Force to recommend 
comprehensive policy and legislative actions that I can pursue in 
the Congress. The Task Force will include representatives from 
the private sector, the public sector and the community. We will 
work together to implement these recommendations.

We have heard from public officials, health care providers, 
educators, community representatives and parents. We all have a 
critical stake in the future of our children -- Keiki 0 Ka Aina. 
They are Hawaii's future.


