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Members of the 

Board of the Japanese 

American National 

Museum, Distinguished 

Guests, Friends and 

Supporters of the 

Museum: ALOHA! It is 

A GREAT PLEASURE TO 

JOIN YOU tonight in 

honoring one of our 

nation's most 

outstanding Asian 

Americans, my dear 

friend and buddy 

Colonel Young 0. Kim.

I first met 

Young Kim when he was 

ASSIGNED TO THE 

100th Infantry 

Battalion, the all 

Nisei battalion which 

WAS ORGAN I ZED IN HAWA I I 

OUT OF MEN WHO WERE 

ALREADY ON ACTIVE 

MILITARY SERVICE PRIOR 

TO THE OUTBREAK OF 

World War 11 on 

December 7, 1941.



Because there were a 

NUMBER OF THOSE WHO 

WERE ASSIGNED TO THE 

100th Battalion who 

were part Japanese, 

WITH NON-JAPANESE 

NAMES, WE JUST ASSUMED 

that Young Kim was part 

Japanese. When 

Presi dent 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

GRANTED OUR PETITION, 

SIGNED BY EVERY MEMBER 

of Japanese Ancestry of 

the Battalion, to send 

us to the battlefront 

so we could prove our 

Loyalty to the 

United States, all 

non-Japanese assigned 

to the battalion were 

GRANTED THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO LEAVE THE BATTALION. 

Because of his 

NON-JAPANESE ANCESTRY 

Lieutenant Young Kim 

was privileged to be

TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE



COMBAT-DESTINED IODtH 

Infantry Battalion, if 

HE CHOSE TO DO SO- 

Without giving second 

THOUGHT TO THIS GRAVE 

MATTER OF POSSIBLE 

DEATH ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD, HE 

DECLINED THE TRANSFER, 

saying: "We are all 

Americans- We are all 

FIGHTING FOR THE SAME 

CAUSE. I DON'T SEE WHY 

I CAN'T STAY WITH THIS 

UNIT?"

That seemingly 

INSIGNIFICANT DECISION 

MADE BY AN UNKNOWN, 

YOUNG ARMY LIEUTENANT 

Was later to develop 

INTO A LIFE-SAVER FOR 

HUNDREDS OF HIS 

COMRADES IN THE 

100th Battalion and 

402nd Regimental 

Combat-Team. It was 

THE BEGINNING OF ONE OF 

our Nation's most



BRILLIANT MILITARY 

careers. From the 

TIME, HE CAPTURED THE 

first two German 

SOLDIERS ON THE ITALIAN 

FRONT, WITHOUT FIRING A 

SINGLE SHOT, TO THE 

TIME WHEN HE SAVED 

countless American 

LIVES TO WIN THE 

Nations ?nd highest 

award for valor, the 

Distinguished Service 

Cross, Young Kim fought 

WITH A DEEP-ROOTED 

CONVICTION THAT 

REGARDLESS OF RACE OR 

ANCESTRY WE WHO CALLED 

ourselves Americans 

WERE ALL FIGHTING TO 

PRESERVE THAT GREAT 

HERITAGE GUARANTEED BY 

OUR FEDERAL 

Constitution: Life 

Liberty, equality, 

JUSTICE AND THE PURSUIT 

OF HAPPINESS. HlS

CONVICTION was so



STRONG THAT HE LED MANY 

OTHERS TO FOLLOW IN HIS 

FOOTSTEPS. BY HIS 

COURAGE AND LEADERSHIP, 

HE NOT ONLY WON THE 

Distinguished Service 

Cross, he also received 

the Silver Star with 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER, THE 

Legion of Merit with 

cluster, the Bronze 

Star, Three Purple 

Hearts, the Italian 

Cross of Valor and the 

French Croix de Guerre, 

among other 

DECORAT IONS.

In THE SAME 

SPIRIT, SINCE HIS 

RETIREMENT FROM THE 

Army, Colonel, as his 

FRIENDS NOW CALL HIM, 

HAS DISTINGUISHED 

HIMSELF AS A COMMUNITY 

LEADER, SERVING ON THE 

Board of the United Way 

of Los Angeles, as a 

Board Member of the



Family and Friends of 

THE KeIRO HOMES, AS AN 

ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE 

100th/4M2nd Veterans 

Association, and as a 

MEMBER OF THE KOREAN 

American Association. 

If there were a 

CIVILIAN D I ST I NGLI I SHED 

Service Cross awarded 

FOR PROMOTING BETTER 

UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE 

diverse communities of 

southern California, 

FOR SERVICE TO HIS 

NEIGHBORS, and for 

making Los Angeles a 

BETTER PLACE IN WHICH 

TO LIVE, HE WOULD NO 

DOUBT RECEIVE IT-

Perhaps the most

AMBITIOUS AND 

FARSIGHTED PROJECT 

which Colonel has 

UNDERTAKEN TO DATE IS 

THE FOUNDING OF THE 

Japanese American

National Museum.



Initiated in 1985, the 

Museum is intended to 

COLLECT, PRESERVE AND 

INTERPRET THE HISTORY 

of the Japanese in 

America for all 

Americans. Led by 

Colonel and its other 

founders, the Museum 

has incorporated the 

IDEAS AND ASPIRATIONS 

OF A COMMITTED GROUP OF 

GRASSROOTS VOLUNTEERS­

Its progress has been 

TRULY REMARKABLE. In 

ONLY TWO YEARS, THE 

Museum has acquired a 

permanent site — the 

histopic Nishi 

Hongwanji Buddhist 

Temple -- and funds to 

begin restoring the 

temple- That so much 

HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 

IN SO SHORT A PERIOD IS 

A REAL TRIBUTE TO THE 

"Spirit of Friendship"

WHICH IS THE THEME OF



THIS DINNER, HONORING 

Young 0. Kim.

As AN HONORARY 

BOARD MEMBER OF THE 

Museum, I do hope that 

YOU WILL ALL CONTINUE 

TO WORK IN THE SPIRIT 

of Friendship and in 

the "Go for Broke" 

SPIRIT TO REALIZE 

Colonel's and our dream 

AND TO MAKE THE MUSEUM 

A REALITY. To YOU 

Colonel: Banzai!
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Board of the Japanese 

American National 

Museum, Distinguished 

Guests, Friends and 

Supporters of the 

Museum: ALOHA! It is 

A GREAT PLEASURE TO 

join you tonight in

HONORING ONE OF OUR 

NATION'S MOST 

OUTSTANDING ASIAN 

Americans, my dear 

FRIEND AND BUDDY 

Colonel Young 0. Kim. 

I first met 

Young Kim when he was 

ASSIGNED TO THE 

100th Infantry 

Battalion, the all 

Nisei battalion which 

WAS ORGANIZED IN HAWAII 

OUT OF MEN WHO WERE 

ALREADY ON ACTIVE 

MILITARY SERVICE PRIOR 

TO THE OUTBREAK OF 

World War 11 on 

December 7, 1941.



Because there were a 

NUMBER OF THOSE WHO 

WERE ASSIGNED TO THE 

100th Battalion who 

were part Japanese, 

WITH NON-JAPANESE 

names, we just assumed 

that Young Kim was part 

Japanese. When 

President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

GRANTED OUR PETITION, 

SIGNED BY EVERY MEMBER 

of Japanese Ancestry of 

the Battalion, to send 

US TO THE BATTLEFRONT 

SO WE COULD PROVE OUR 

Loyalty to the 

United States, all 

NON-JAPANESE ASSIGNED 

TO THE BATTALION WERE 

GRANTED THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO LEAVE THE BATTALION. 

Because of his 

non-Japanese ancestry 

Lieutenant Young Kim 

was privileged to be

TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE



COMBAT-DESTINED lOOTH 

Infantry Battalion, if 

HE CHOSE TO DO SO* 

Without giving second 

THOUGHT TO THIS GRAVE 

MATTER OF POSSIBLE 

DEATH ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD, HE 

DECLINED THE TRANSFER, 

saying: "We are all 

Americans* We are all 

FIGHTING FOR THE SAME 

CAUSE* I DON'T SEE WHY 

I can't STAY WITH THIS 

UNIT?"

That seemingly 

INSIGNIFICANT DECISION 

MADE BY AN UNKNOWN, 

YOUNG ARMY LIEUTENANT 

Was later to develop 

INTO A LIFE-SAVER FOR 

HUNDREDS OF HIS 

COMRADES IN THE 

100th Battalion and 

A02nd Regimental 

Combat-Team* It was 

THE BEGINNING OF ONE OF 

our Nation's most



BRILLIANT MILITARY 

careers. From the 

TIME, HE CAPTURED THE 

first two German 

SOLDIERS ON THE ITALIAN 

FRONT, WITHOUT FIRING A 

SINGLE SHOT, TO THE 

TIME WHEN HE SAVED 

countless American 

LIVES TO WIN THE 

Nations 2nd highest 

AWARD FOR VALOR, THE 

Distinguished Service 

Cross, Young Kim fought 

WITH A DEEP-ROOTED 

CONVICTION THAT 

REGARDLESS OF RACE OR 

ANCESTRY WE WHO CALLED 

ourselves Americans 

WERE ALL FIGHTING TO 

PRESERVE THAT GREAT 

HERITAGE GUARANTEED BY 

OUR FEDERAL 

Constitution: Life 

Liberty, equality, 

JUSTICE AND THE PURSUIT 

OF HAPPINESS. His

CONVICTION WAS SO



STRONG THAT HE LED MANY 

OTHERS TO FOLLOW IN HIS 

FOOTSTEPS. BY HIS 

COURAGE AND LEADERSHIP, 

HE NOT ONLY WON THE 

Distinguished Service 

Cross, he also received 

the Silver Star with 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER, THE 

Legion of Merit with 

CLUSTER, THE BRONZE 

Star, Three Purple 

Hearts, the Italian 

Cross of Valor and the 

French Croix de Guerre, 

among other 

decorations.

In the same 

SPIRIT, SINCE HIS 

RETIREMENT FROM THE 

Army, Colonel, as his 

FRIENDS NOW CALL HIM, 

HAS DISTINGUISHED 

HIMSELF AS A COMMUNITY 

LEADER, SERVING ON THE 

Board of the United Way 

of Los Angeles, as a 

Board Member of the



Family and Friends of 

THE KeIRO HOMES, AS AN 

ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE 

100thAM2nd Veterans 

Association, and as a 

MEMBER OF THE KOREAN 

American Association. 

If there were a 

civilian Distinguished 

Service Cross awarded 

FOR PROMOTING BETTER 

UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE 

DIVERSE COMMUNITIES OF 

southern California, 

FOR SERVICE TO HIS 

NEIGHBORS, AND FOR 

making Los Angeles a 

BETTER PLACE IN WHICH 

TO LIVE, HE WOULD NO 

DOUBT RECEIVE IT.

Perhaps the most 

AMBITIOUS AND 

FARSIGHTED PROJECT 

which Colonel has 

UNDERTAKEN TO DATE IS 

THE FOUNDING OF THE 

Japanese American

National Museum.



Initiated in 1985, the 

Museum is intended to 

COLLECT, PRESERVE AND 

INTERPRET THE HISTORY 

of the Japanese in 

America for all 

Americans. Led by 

Colonel and its other 

FOUNDERS, THE MUSEUM 

HAS INCORPORATED THE 

IDEAS AND ASPIRATIONS 

OF A COMMITTED GROUP OF 

GRASSROOTS VOLUNTEERS. 

Its progress has been 

TRULY REMARKABLE. IN 

ONLY TWO YEARS, THE 

Museum has acquired a 

PERMANENT SITE — THE 

historic Nishi 

Hongwanji Buddhist 

Temple -- and funds to 

BEGIN RESTORING THE 

temple. That so much 

HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 

IN SO SHORT A PERIOD IS 

A REAL TRIBUTE TO THE 

"Spirit of Friendship"

WHICH IS THE THEME OF



THIS DINNER, HONORING 

Young 0. Kim.

As an honorary 

BOARD MEMBER OF THE 

Museum, I do hope that 

YOU WILL ALL CONTINUE 

TO WORK IN THE SPIRIT 

of Friendship and in 

the "Go for Broke" 

SPIRIT TO REALIZE 

Colonel's and our dream 

AND TO MAKE THE MUSEUM 

A REALITY. To YOU 

Colonel: Banzai!


